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To His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, His Hon^

our the LIEUTENANT GOVERNOUR, the

Honourable COUNCIL, the Honourable SEN-
ATE, .z;/./HOUSE j/'REPRESENTATIVES,
of the CoMMONWEALrn of Massachusetts,

JlN a country where the advantages of educa-

tion are placed equally within the reach of all the

people, and the principles of literature are univer-

fally difleminated, an author muft feek for fupport

in the merit of his own producStion. It may there-

fore, not be proper, in this country, for a writer to

folicit the patronage, of even thofe, whofe virtues

and abilities, juftly eftimated by their fellow citi-

zens, have raifed them to places of publick truft

and authority. Yet, as an original member of The

Maffachufetts Hi/lorical Society^ I embrace this

opportunity to pay my acknowledgments to

that government which gave it birth. It b^ ^
ra^ intended by that Inftitution, to colled:, and

preferve, thofe documents and materials, which

will aid in the completion of a perfect hiftory

of United America.

The encouragement w4iich the Society has

been favoured with already, in various parts of the

A 2 United
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United States ; as well from aien eminent for

their learnirlg and patriotifm, as from govern-

ments, and civil departments, mtift eRablifh its

ufefulnefs commenfutately with the objecls of its

inflitutlon.

Should I'bc Hl/}o7j of the DiJlriEi of Mauie^

be received by tlje publick, as a proof of my ar-

dent wifh that the Society may anfwer the publick

expectations, I fhall confider myfeif fully comperi-

fated for my labour.

SoMPf of the faCts, and events j which compofe

the Hiilory of this part of America, have been

mentioned by other writers, as incidental to their

pl?-ns ; but I have attempted to arrange thefe, with

others of equal importance vrhich have been negr-

le6ced, into a diftinCl Hiftory of an extenfive^

and important part of our country. Whether I

am fo fortunate as to deferve the approbation of

my fellow citizens, or net, yet I have fnatched

fromi the grafp of oblivion j many valuable and ufe-

ful flids-

Having not ailiuned this tafk from mercenary

viev/s. or Vv^ith an am/Diticus denre to obtain the re-

putation of an Author, and being conftantly under

the nreQurc of inanv riilick, and private avoca-

tions,



tlons, I liave not paid much attention to the clrefs,

ill which the Hiftoiy is introduced to the-pi>b-lc|s^

I have endeavoured to render it intelUgible, and

ufeful.

The HlRoiy of ancient, political ti'aufadions,

and events, exhibits to the prefent', a piclure of the

former age ; and, Uke experience, has 3,. te;>denc,y

to prevent evils, and to render mankind caore v^ife

and happy.

The Hlftor)^ of the Diilrifi: of Malne^ mvalves

a great variety of facls, nieafures, and evant:$',

which tend to evince the utter impra^ioahliity of

eftabliihing a government in the principles „ of the

feudal law, or in an hereditary ^.uthority^. oyer any

other than a conquered people. It alio exhibits

in aftrong point of view, the great calamities,

and infupportable misfortunes, which neceflarily

refult from a relaxed, and unfettled ftate of civi]

government.

From a com-prehenlive viev^r of the fchcmes,

the delufions, and the difappointmenls, of the firft

adventurers to the Diftrid of Maine, it may be

concluded with the higheft reafon, that -though

deep fpeculations, and alluring projects, rnay dreis

a country, or an enterprize, in the glare ofimagine^

IT
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ry wealth, yet the conftitution of our world is fuch

that the habits of induftry, and frugality, are the

only fubftantial foundation, on which national

profperity can be confided with fafety.

From the hiftories of all countries, and gov-^

ernments, this great truth is firmly eftablifhed,

that the political happinefs of a people, will be al-

ways commenfurate with their virtue and morali-

ty : and that public fchools, academies, and col-

leges, aided by teachers of piety, religion and mor-

ality, are neceflary, to give efficacy to the civil

inftitutions of a free country.

The part of our country which is the fubjedl

of this hiftory, was, for a long time after its dif-

covery, under the dominion of different European

fovereigns : detached from all the other colonies

in America, it confifted of feveral feparate, inde-

pendent governments. From the confufion and

misfortunes, which exifted amongft thefe, the ne-

ceflity of a conftitutional union, of the prefent fov-

ereign States of America, by one general govern-

ment acting on the people of the whole, for

national and federal purpofes, may be clearly feen.

Upon an attentive review of the hiftory of each

-yart of our countr}% we cannot fail to be convinc-

ed, that the genuine feeds of rcpuhlkavAfm^ which

have
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have produced our glorious revolution^ with a rich

harveft of civil liberty, were planted by our anccf-

tors, in the foil of America, at a very early date ;

and that nothing but an unreafonable indulgence of

a difpofition to avarice, and ambition, groundlefs

jealoufies, a criminal fupinenefs in public concerns,

or an unpardonable inattention to the modes of

education, can ever deprive us, of that elevated

profperity and happinefs, to Vv^hich, under the di-

rection of a good and wife Providence, the princi-

ples of civil freedom, well underftood, and Vv-ifcly

exerted, have raifed our nation,

I have the honour to be,

With all refped,and the highefl fenfe of duty.

Your Excellency's, and Honours',

Moft obedient,

And mofl humble fen^ant,

JAMES SULLIVAN.

Marchy lygs*





ADVERTISEMENT to the READERS.

J. H E particular defcription of bays, harbours

and rivers ; or the topographical defcription of towns, or

places in the Diftri£l of Maine, or the chara<^ers of individ-

uals who had a part in the ancienrt tranfa6lions of government,

or focieties, cannot equally engage the attention of the read-

ers : but the author found that many of the people of that

territory would expect thefe, as elTential, in their opinion j

and therefore, as others may pafs thofe matters over unnoticed,

he hopes that no folid objection will be made to the following

Hiftory, on account of its being fo very mmute and particular.



Errata.

Page 117, line 6 from top, io\-fourteen hundred, xtnifour hundred,

135, line 2 from top, for thirty^ read eighty.

148, laft line, for Vichedahanty read Nickadehunt.—— 170, in note, for 1778, read 1768, and line 14 from top, for wallsy

read ^vells.

•=-^— 176, line iz from hottomfiot HawdeVyTtid HayxJe/t.

—— 215, line 16 from bottom, for B/ue Pointy read BUck Point,,

' 241, line 8 from bottom, for 1740, read 1750.

247, line 3 from bottom, for Bonabeag Psnd, read Bonabeag P«/f/.—— 286, line 15 from top, between river and havifig, read, excepting tht

magijiratci

.
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CHAPTER I.

Of t/?e Extent and Situation of tJy^ Country.

^^|*^t:5^^ HAT part of the Commonwealth of Maf^

^f^^^^^S^^ fachufetts, which is now the Diftricl of

j^ U Maine, and contains the comities of

^ ...., -r-r^S^^, Tork^ Cumberland,^ Lincoln^ Hancock^ and

W "^^ ''* Wajhingion^ lies between the forty third

and forty feventh degrees of north latitude. This

extenfive country is bounded, beginning at Pifcata-

qua River, which fmds the fta in the latitude of 43
degrees 4 minutes north from the equator, and ex-

tends northerly on that river to the fource of its

main branch, about forty miles from the fea ; and

then North two degrees welt, on the line of Noiv

Hamp'fl^ire,
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Harcpfhire, about one hundred and twenty miles

to the Province of Quebec : then eailerly, on the High-

lands, which divide thofe rivers, that empty themfelves

into the St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into

the Atlantic, to the north wefl corner of Nova Scotia
;

and foutherly to the fource of the river St. Croix, and

from that river to the fea ; and on the fea, until it

interfedls a line drawn fouth from the middle of the

mouth of Pifcataqua River. This includes a part of

nine fmall Iflands, which are fituated three leagues

without the mouth of the river lafl mentioned ; fome

of which arev inhabited. The extent, by a flrait line,

on the fea coaft, is two hundred and forty miles : and

ninety miles on an average back into the country.

The diftance on the crooked margin of the fea, is

much more extenfive, than the line above mentioned,

and the diftance from Pifcataqua to St. Croix, as the

road muft be made, will be two hundred and eighty

niiles.

The feafon for vegetation, in the northern part of

this country, is about fifteen days fhorter, than it is in

the fouthern, or rather weftern part ; but there is no

great difference in the quantity of fnow which falls in

the various parts of it.

The idea adopted on the firfl fettlement of the coun-

try, was, that the feverity of the winters would render

the climate unhealthy, and uncomfortable ; and that

the foil would never be productive of thofe vegetables,

and of that kind of fuftenance which habit had render-

ed necelTary to the Ufe of Europeans : but this is now
found to be a miftake. The foil on the fea coaft is

hard, and reluctant to the plough ; but farther back

from the fea, it is yielding ; and the crops of grain are

equal
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«qual to what can be procured in the weflern parts of

New England. This is however, but a late difcovery

;

for until the American Revolution, the greater part of

the bread, which was confumed in the diftrict, was

brought from the middle States of North America.

The weather in the Diflrift of Maine, as well as in

every part of North America, is found to be colder,

than it is in fame degree of latitude on the other con-

tinent.

There has been many attempts to account for this

circumftance, and the hypothefis of Dr. Robertfon,

feemed to have given fatisfaction : but fome difcove-

ries have been lately made, which have left the mind

fhill on the fearch. The Dodor' fuppofes, that as our

Eail winds generally produce foft, and our North and

Weil winds generally produce very cold weather, and

as our higher mountains generally, even in South A-

merica, have fnow on their tops, that our cold is occa-

fioned by the northerly and wefterly winds being raifed

on the mountains and chilled before the inhabitants are

faluted by the gales. It might be obferved, that if this

was the true caufe, we Ihould certainly find, that on

the foutherly fhore of the Southern Ocean, the eafl

and fouth winds would give as cold weather, as the

north and weft winds give to us ; and yet our (hips

which have lately failed over the Pacific Ocean, in their

route round Cape Horn, to China, have found vegeta-

tion in full vigour, and the fruits of the earth in ths

higheft ftate of perfedion on this continent, in the fifty

firft degree of north latitude, in the month ofDecember.

But the trade winds m.ay prevail there, comJng over

the fea, fo as to prevent the cold, and preferve a degree

of temperature in the weather.

If
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If the coldnefs of our climate, is in any meafure OW'*

ing to our country being covered with thick and hea-

bv foreils, we have an alTurance that time, and the la-

vour of man, will change it for the better ; and even if

the cold arifes in a great meafure from our lakes, the

opening of the country, will have a tendency to give a

remedy to the evil, if it is one*

One of our own philofophers has lately fuggefted

another reafon for the coldnefs of our country : Dr.

Jiolyoke imagines it to be, in a great meafure, owiag

to the great number of ever greens in our w^oods. This

-idea is new, but it is a very fatisfadory one, and applies

itfelf with great force in the Diflrict of Maine, where

the forefts are compofed, almoft altogether, of hemlock,

fpruce, pine, and i\x trees.*

We do not wifli to part with the bleilings we enjoy,

but we wifh to accumulate, and to add others to thefe

:

and perhaps, for the fake of novelty, we may wifli a

change, vvhere it would be to our difadvantage. The

people of the Diflrict of Maine, riiay, in a tedious win-

ter, long for the foft breezes of Virginia and the Caro-

linas ; but they would be very unwilling to take the

fever and ague, and the other diforders incident to thofe

State?, with the gentle weather, in exchange for our

northern fnow banks*

However difagreeable the winters of a northern cli-

mate may be, yet the nol"thern part of every country is

more healthy, than that part which is nearet to the e-

cuator : and we know that the human race is increafed

bet^^een the fortieth and fiftieth degrees of latitude,

much beyond Vvhat it is any where elie. It is very cer-

tain,

* Second Vol. of TranilK^iioris ofthfc Aniciicin Academy of Aft

s

and Scier.ccS) J*:irt I.
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t^In, from obfervatlons, that there are more childrea

born in the Didricl: of Maine, than there are from the

fame number of parents in the State of P»lanachufett3,

"U'cft of New Hampfhire ; and that the mortahty at-

tending children is not fo great there, as it is farther to

the fouthward. Befides this, an enquirer will be clearly

convinced, that there are not fo many pulmonic com-

plaints there, as arc found in the other parts of New
England. Yellow or bihous fevers are very rare, and

the fever and ague is now hardly known to tlie inhab-

itants : but it was frequent there within fixty year*

M pad.

On a late cenfus, there were found, about ninety fix

thoufand inhabitants in the Diflrict ; there are now
more than one hundred thoufand ; and yet, in the

year 1750, there were not ten thoufand in the territory.

There has been an acceffion of inhabitants from Eu-

rope, and from the other parts of New England, iince

that time, as there had been at all times before. This

may be confidered as one reafon for the increafe of in-

habitants by birth, in a greater proportion, than hap-

pens in the other parts of the State. That pohcy which

prohibits m.arriage amongfl near relations, will encour-

acre an intercourfe with Uran.g^ers : And we fifid thato o
removals from one climate to another, are favourable to

health and longevity.

The animals found in the Diflricl, are fuch as

are generally found in other cold countries. In all

parts, there were formerly numerous ficchs of deer, of

a much larger fize than what they are in the parks in

England, or in the woods in the fouthern parts of North

America; but in the weftern part of the Dillricl: thefe are

nearly all cut oiT. There v/a;? an animal which was pecu-

B . liar
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liar to the northern parts of this country, of a monflroiis

fize, called the moofe. He was commonly feven cr eight

feet high, fed on the brufh, his gait was a trot, in Tvhicb

he would go over the higheil: fences with eafe, and.

diftance the fleeteft hound. There are but few ofthefe

to be feen now.

The wolf, the bear, and the fox, are inhabitants of

all northern climates : and the beaver, which has been

fo valuable in our Diilricl, is well known to the world.

There is no one fpecies of animals which are. capa-

ble of being domefticated, or rendered ufefuUy docile^

that was found in the territory under confideration*

It has been related by hiftorians *" that when the Eu^

ropeans came to the continent, the Savages were ex-

ceedingly frightened, at the appearance and barldng of

a dog. But Charlevoix fays, that the North American

Savages had dogs before they had any eommunicatiou

with the Europeans : that the dogs accompanied their

mailers in hunting, and were treated cruelly by them.

When the North American Indians firll had a dired in«*

tercourfe with the the Europeans, by the latter having

gained a fettlement in the country, the Spaniards had

been for more than a century in South America: and

Ro doubt the tribes had handed the ufe of feveral fpe-

cies of animals from one to another, towards the north-

ern regions. And it is very poflible that dogs had been

raifed in North America. Charlevoix fays, the Sava-

ges treated their dogs with cruelty ; by this he muft

mean, that it was done after the Europeans had gained

a fettlement here ; becaufe that a bare difcovery of the

country, could not give the Europeans a know^ledge of

i^at fad. There is no pretenfion for what has been

faid

* Purchas and Ogilby^
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faid by fome, that the wolf of America in courfe of time

may be tamed and rendered obedient as the dog. They

are clearly another fpecies of animals, pofTefTmg facul-

ties very unlike thofe which are poileiTed by the canine

race.*

There was an animal called by the natives the buc-

farebouy which was peculiar to the Dillrid. He ap-

peared to be in ftile between the moofe and the deer,

and was feldom feen. He was very fwift, and his flelh

was by no means valuable.

The cattle, fheep, and horfes, now found in Ameri*

ca, were brought from Europe, and are as eafily raifed

and multiplied in the Diftrid of Maine, as in any part

of the continent.

The horned cattle, v>^ith the fame attention, are raifed

to as large a fize, on the banks of the Pifcataqua, Ken-

ebeck and Penobfcot, as in any part of New England.

Theflieepare much larger on the Kenebeck, than they

are in the old colony of Mafl'achufetts j the mutton is of

a higher and better flavour, and the fleeces much heavi-

er than in the old colony. The horfes are not fo tall,

their necks fo long, nor their chefl;s fo full, as farther to

the fouthward, but they are very hardy, capable of en-

during great fatigue, and poflTefs great flrength and

firmnefs.

There were never any lions or tigers, or other ani-

mals, w*hich preyed on human flefn, in th*s part of A-

merica. The bear and the v/oif were never ofFenfive

B 2 to
* John Joflelyn, in his account of his two voyages to New England,

fays, Page 94, that, *' the Indiiin dog is begotten between the wolf and

the fox, which they make ufe of, bringing them up to hunt, &c." There

is great reafon to doubt the truth of this piece of natural hiftory : for

thei-e has been noue of this mongrel fpecies of animal found lately in

the woods, and old Indians have faid that ihey never heard of any fuch.

The Author ha? made particular inquiry of them.
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to man, or ever attempted his injury, unlefs, when harrf-

ly prelTed, they might do it in their own defence. The
rattlefnake is the only poifonous ferpent which inhabits

the country, and thefe are very rarely feen in the Dif-

tnd.

There are no oftenfive flies, excepting for a few

weeks in the heat of fummer, and the mufketo is the

moft troublefome of thefe.

The Diitrid of Maine, at the time of the charter of

William and Mary, in the year 1692, was held under

two appellations : that part v/hich lies between Pifcata-

qua River and Kenebeck River, was knovvm by the name

of the Province of Maine; that part which lies between

St. Croixand Kenebeck, was calledby the ancientFrench

name of Acadie, and both thefe names were preferved

in that charter.

The Province of Maine was not then confidered as

extending more than one hundred and twenty miles

from the fea. All the country beyond that diftance

from the ocean, was confidered as Crown Lands.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER II.

Bcvjs^ Capcs^ Iflands^ and Rivers.

1 HE courfe of the fca fhore from Cape Ann to

Cape Neddick is northeafterly. There is no ifland in

the bay between thefe, excepting nine fmall iflands, call-

ed the Ifles of Shoals : three of which only are inhab-

ited. There is a rock, three miles from the (hore,

generally bare, containing nearly an acre in furface,

known by the name of Boon Ifland ; memorable for a

Ihipwreck in the year 1 7 1 o. Several other iflands are

feparated from the main, by fmall inlets of water, fuch

as the Great Ifland in New Hampfliire, Gerrifh and

Cutt's Iflands in the Diflrict of Maine, and others fitu-

ated like thefe. From Cape Neddick the fea fhore

lakes a more eaflerly courfe to Cape Porpcifc, which is

about thirty miles eail from the well line of the Didricl.

There are no illands between Cape Neddick and Cape

Propoife, excepting a few which are fo near the m^aia

land, as to be confxdered as appx:ndagcs to it.

From Cape Pcrpcife to Cape Elizabeth, the extent

of the fca coafl is more eaflerly, zn6. includes a bay of

about thirty miles, from the foutherly to \ht northerly

fide of it. In this bay wc find but two iflands which

deferve attention^ thefe are Wood llland and Richm^ond

Ifland ; the former is a forefl ; the latter is but little im-

proved, and neither is inhabited. From Cape Eliza-

beth to Small Point, within the diftanceof forty miles

on the fea coafl, are found the waters called Cafco Bay*

With'n this bay, three hundred and fixty five iilands

B 7 are

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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are faid to be numbered : but perhaps this is an error,

and that three hundred is the full amount. Some of

thefe are inhabited, and nearly all are more or lefs cul-

tivated. The land on the illands, as v/eil as on the fea

coafl oppofite to the bay, is better for agriculture thau

any where elfe, on the borders of the fea, within the

Diflrid. There are feveral other bays within that of

Cafco Bay : fome of w^hich are frequently mentioned

in the hillory of this country : the mofl noted of thefe

is the bay of Maquoit^ which lies about twenty miles

north of Cape Elizabeth. This is a bay of fhoal waters,

where the Indians wxre ufed to land with their canoes,

and from thence to carry thofe veflels over to Pejepfcott

Falls on Androfcoggin river. Thiswas don? by the

Savages with the toil of only four miles walk. From
thefe falls, they v/ent down into Kenebeck river, and

from thence continued their rout up that river to Wef-

ferunfett, and thence over to the St. Lawrence ; or

turned and went down through Monfeag Bay towards

Penobfcot ; or from the falls they continued their pro-

grefs up the river of Androfcoggin beyond the White

Mountains, and over to Connecticut river, and from

thence to Lake Mefren^agog, and down to the limits

cf Canada. There are feverai arms or inlets of fait wa-

ter, extended into the country from Cafco Bay. The

waters go up to New Meadows River, where vefiels

of a confiderable fize are carried by the tide, and where

it flows within one mile of the waters of Kenebeck.

The people there are cutting a canal to open a com-

munication betw^een the waters of the river Kenebeck,

and thofe of Cafco Bay, through this arm of the fea,

which has gone by the name of Stevens' River. The

point called Merryconeag. projeding itielf into the

bay.
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tay, together with an illand called Sebafcodeagan, and

feveral other fmall iilands, are incorporated into a town

by the name of Harpfwell. The waters extended

round the Ifland of Sebafcodeagan, are continued near

to the waters ofKencbeck, and with thefe form what is

called Small Point. From that river there are only two

miles for a carrpng place, to the waters of Cafco Bay,

on the north end of the ifland laft mentioned. On
'|he north fide of Small Point, the fea coafl is more eaf-

terly ftill. Here we find feveral very important iflands,

which from being near to the main land appear to the

navigators pa.lTmg by, to be annexed to the continent.

Thefe all are within the points or capes, and are inhab-

ited. The firft is Parker's Ifland at the mouth, and

on the eaft fide ofthe river Kenebeck. This ifland con-

tains about eighteen thoufand acres of land, and is till-

ed by the labour of more than fixty families. Near to

this, ajid parted from it by a narrow llrait of waters, is

the ifland of Arrowfike ; not fo large as Parker's Ifland,

but is within the fame town, and bears the houfe of

public worfliip. On the fouth of both thefe is Stage I-

fland, which is of no confequence, excepting what it

has derived, from its being the firfi: land inhabited in

New England by a civilized people. There are no in-

habitants there at this day, nor are the eight acres which

it contains, capable ofmuch improvement, by the hand

of agriculture.

On the eaft fide of Kenebeck, there is an ifland call-

ed Monheagan, which is not now inhabited ; but on

which Captain Smith landed his party in the year 1614.

The chimneys, and remains of the iioufes, are there at

this day.

On
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On the northea)! fide of the iflands of Arrowfiks:

and Parker's, is the large iiland of Jeremyfquam, con-

taining a number of inhabitants, and dividing the bay

of Monfeag from the ri^er of Sheepfcat. When we
have palled thefe idands, the fea coall is eail by north

g-enerally in its courfe. From the land on the eall fide

of Sheepfcut liver, v/e pafs to the bay ofPemaquid,

which contains a number of iflands : many of thefe

are under fubjedion to the plough. Next to Pema-

quid, and between Pemaquid Point on the w^efi:, and

Pleafant Point on the eail, we meet the v/aters ofBroad

Bay, which ar? on the flioreof an ancient Dutch fettle^

ment of that name. Monhean^an, and other valuable

iilandc, are in this bay. As we pafs on an eadward

courfe from this bay, we go by a point of land, eafl of

the one called Pleafant Point : on the former is a town

called Thomaflown, but the point itfelf has no particu-

lar appellation. It projects however, fome v/ay into the

ocean, though not fo far as Pemaquid Point. We next

meet v;lth Penobfcot Bay ; the ead: fide of v/hich is

made by an iiland called Burnt Coat, and a point of

land called Naflieag. On this point, and extending in-

to the country up to the town of Penobfcot, is the tcv.n

lately incorpotated by the name of Sedgv/ick. From
the point on which Thomaflown is, to the iiland and

point en the other fide of the bay, is about fixteeii

leagues on a line nearly eafl and well. "1 he principal

illands in the bay of Penobfcot, are the Fox Iflands,

Kaut Iiland, Long Ifland, and Deer Iflands. There-

are a multitude of iinall iflands, rocks, and ledges, which

there is no neceflity for dcfcribing. Through this bay

to iiiQ mouth of the river, the w^eilern channel goes up

by a head land on the weft, called OwFs Head, and be-

tween
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tween Long Ifiand on the well and Ciipe Rofier on the

eaft to Bagaduce point. The eafiern channel is be-

tween Haut Ifland on the well, and Burnt Coat Ifiand

on the eafl, and through a reach called Long Reach,

formed by the fliores of Nafkeag, or Sedgwick on the

eaft, or north eafl, and Deer Iflands on the well, or

fouth weft, till it unites, between Point Rofier and

Long Ifland, with the other channel.

The bay called Blue Hill Bay is formed by Nafiveag

Point on the weft, and the ifland of Mount Defert ch

the eaft. This body of water extends northerly, near-

ly up to a mountain on the eaft of Penobfcot River,

which from its appearance to thole who obferve it at

fea, is called Blue Hill. The river called Union River

brings its v\^aters to this bay.

The ifland of Mount Defert, lying in what is now
called Frenchman's Bay, is a large and valuable ifland

:

but ofan irregular form, interfeded deeply in the mid-

dle, by waters flowing from the fea, into the fouth fide

of it. There is a narrow channel, between that and
the main land, but the w^ater is of eafy navigation all

round it. This ifland divides Blue Hill Bay, from
what is nov/ called Frenchman's Bay : the latter beincr

formed by the eaft fide of the ifland on the fouth weft,

andbySchooduckPoint, the towns of Goldft)orouo;h and
Sullivan on the north eaft. There are tvv'o confiderable

iflands on the fouth eaft fide of Mount Defert, called

Craneberry Iflands, and which alTift in forming a harbour

in^he gulph, which is thrown in en the fouth fiae of

that, ifland.

From Schooduck Point, on the eaft of what is now
called Frenchman's Bay, to the mouth of St. Croix, the

general courfe of the fealhoreis eaft andbynorth. There

is
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is a body of waters, between Goldfborough andMachi-

as, a part ofwhich is calledNaraguagus Bay : from thence

for the fpace of fixty or feventy miles, the navigator

finds, within a great number of fine iHands, a fecure

and pleafant ihip way. Many of thofe ifiands are in^

habited, and make a fine appearance. From Machi-

as Bay, to the mouth of the St. Croix, there are a

great many ifiands, but the navigation is generally

vi'ithout thefe in the open fea.

In the year 1 704, when Colonel Church made an

attack on a French plantation on the River Shooduck^

he found one Luttereiie, a French nobleman, on one

of thefe iilands, and removed him* The ifland ftill re-

tains the Frenchman's name. There was alfo on a

point, which forms one fide of the entrance of Shoo-

duck River, in the place below^ where General Lin-

coln's plantation now is, a French Lady's fettlement,

which Ihe abandoned in thofe times, and took refuge

in Quebeck ; but the place has the appellation which

(he gave it.

Theie are a great number of inconfiderable bays, or

coves, which under pa.rticular names interfed the coun-

try ; but which are of no great importance in the de-

fign of this work, and are therefore not fpoken of.

The w^aters, and ufefulnefs, of thefe are inconfiderable';'

and the names are not necefiary in defcribing either

the fituation of grants of land, or the places of any.

memorable tranfadions.

Having thus given a general (ketch of the bays, and

capes, I lliall proceed to defcribe the rivers, v/hich pafs

through the main land to the ocean.

The firfl: river demanding attention is that of Pifca-

taqua, which gives the w^eftern Hmits of the Diftrid.

This
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This river finds the fea in forty three degrees five mi-

nutes of northern latitude ;'^' and at the diftance of

thirty miles on a north courfe from the head of Cape

Ann. The Ifles of Shoals fhew themfelves oppofite to

and foutherly from the mouth of the river. Thefe i-

fiands are three leagues from the points which form

the river's mouth. As we pafs up this river, we have

Kittery on the eaftj and Newcaftle, Portfmouth, and

Newineton on the weft. The waters are fufEcient to

bear ihips of the largeft fize for the fpace of ten miles

from the fea ; but the tide is very raqid : at this dif-

tance from the fea, we meet with the waters of feveral

rivers, the confluence of Vv'hich forms the aggregate of

the waters, which are fo deep and ufeful in the main

dver for navigation.

At this place, ten miles from the ocean, we meet

S^ith the waters which ilTue from Exeter river, New-
market river, Durham or Oyfter river, Quochecho riv^

er and Back river : thefe all come from New Hamp-
fhire. Leaving the waters of thefe rivers, we proceed

up the river of Newichwawanick to Berwick. The
watersof the laft mentioned river are fufficient to beat

vefiels of nearly one hundred tons burthen, up to a

place four miles within the town of Berwick. Below

this, in the tov/n of Kittery, is a fmall creek, called Stur-

geon Creek. It has been related bv the aged people

cf this part of the country, that the fifii called fturgeoa

were plenty at the mouth of that Creek in the early

clay of the country : but there have been none feen in

the river within the memory of any perfon now living.

This creek will be occafionally mentioned in other

parts

* This is according to Hollanrl's oircrvation?. Others place it in

forty three degrees four minutes north.
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parts of this hiflory, which renders it neccfTary to notice

it in this place. Above the head of the na\dgable part

of this river, the tide flows over a fmall fall of water

nearly the fpace of one mile ; and within that fpace,

the river receives another, called the Great V/crk§

River, and by fome Chadbourne's river. This river

arifes from a pond called Bonnebeag Pond, about thir-

ty miles from its mouth, and is faid to have taken the

appellation of the Great Works River, from there hav-

ing been anciently a faw mill on a great fall in it, at

the dlflance of one mile from the river wherein it lofes

itfelf. This mill, as is reported, was erected by one

Ledgors. None of his pollerity live in the town at this

day. As the flpry is, he had eighteen faws which

were moved by one wheel ; but the force neceffary to

fet thefe in operation was fo great, and fo difficult to

continue, that the project was fcon laid afide. The
river was called Chadbourne's River, becaufe Mr.

Chadbourne, one of the fir{t fettiers of the country, pur-

chafed the lands on th^ mouth of it, of the natives, in

the year 1643. His pcfterity continue to hold the

lands at this day. Nearly the whole of the tract h
now in the poffellion of the honourable Benjamin Chad-

bourne, Efq. the great grandfon of the liril purchafer.

The Indian name of this river is loft. There are feve-

ral valuable mills on the river, within and above the

town of Berwick,

At the head of the tide in the river Newichwawan-

ick, we meet the falls of Ouampeagan. The natives

gave this appellation to the place, becaufe hfli were

there taken with nets.

The language of the Abenaquies, or eaftern Indians,

was very barren : and it is not polFible i;t this day to

fgrui
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form a juil idea of the mode in which they compounded

their words, to render their language fignificant in its

ufe. The word eag fignified land^ and when they in-

tended to exprefs lands of a particular property, quali-

ty or fitualion, they joined fuch other word to that, as

would with it exprefs their meaning. The lands at Sa-

lem were calledNaumkeag : this,in the Indian dialed:,rig-

nified the land where the water is windinjrin its courfe.

We fhall find many inflances of this kind in the pro-

grefs of this work.

At the falls on Quampeagan are a fet of faw, and

other mills. Here alfo is the Great Landing Place,

\vhere immenfe quantities of lumber are rafted, or car-

ried in fcows. From Quampeagan, the river Newick-

wawanick lof^s that name, and aflumes the Englilh ap-

pellation of Salm^on Fall river. This nam.e was given

by the Engliih,by reafon of the plenty of falmonwhich

the waters afforded. The aged people, who lived with-

in fifty years lad paft, related, that when they were

young, that kind of fifh v/as fo plenty on the falls now
called Salmon Falls, one mile and a half above Quam-
peagan, that the people ufed to take them with fpears

on the rocks : but there is no man now alive who
remembers to have feen any there. The faw mills,

where the dams extend acrofs the flream, are the fure

deflrudion of that fpecies of fifh. The people have

torn cod, or what they call frofl fifh, fmelts and alfo

alewives in great plenty, there, in the proper feafons.

The place called Salmon Falls, is covered with ufeful

mills. Above thefe, at the dillance of four miles, we
meet what is called the Great Fall, where faw mills are

continued to great advantage. On many places on the

river
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river from Quampeagan to the pond, from whence it

iiTues, we meet with mills for boards and corn.

There are only two rivers above the head of the tide,

which run into Salmon Fall river from the Diftrid of

Maine : Thefe are both in Berwick. The one is call-

ed Worfiier's River, and the other Little River. Thefe

are neither noted for ufefulnefs, or for the quantity of

water, which the fhores condud: to the principal river.

The head of Ne^vickwawanick, is in a pond forty miles

nearly from the fea ; and is fed by two other ponds :

thefe three are called Salmon Fall Pond, the North Eaft

Pond, and LoveirsPond.

There are feveral fmall riveVs in the weftern part of

the Diftridt of Maine, w^hich on account of the navi-

gation, or of the w^aters within the banks, are' not'

v/brthy of notice
;
yet as the boundaries of ancient

grants, and tovmihips, are known from thefe, and as

th^ wars which are to be treated of, have carried de-

ilrudion and diftrefs, on the places, knowm anciently,

by the nam.es which the rivers now bear, it will be ne-

celTary to defcribe the fituation of thofe ftreams.

A fmall creek, called Spruce Creek, urges its winding

w^ay, through the marfnes from the mouth of Pifcata-

qua River, live or fix miles up into Kittery. When
when ViC have paifed that, we have to travel four miles

to the river in the centre of York, formxcrly called

Agamenticus River. VelTels of fmall burthen are al-

lowed to enter the mouth of this river, which receives

no confiderable aid from any flream of frefh w^ater,

but being indebted immediately to the ocean for its ex-

igence, it returns the vv^aters again, at the diflance of

four miles foutherly of Cape Neddlck River.

The
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The river called Cape Neddick River, brings a fmall

flream from the foot of Agamenticus hill down to the

fea near the cape, and in return receives a fupply froni'>

the fea, which affords a very inconfiderable navigation

for fiihing vefieis. The ebbing of the fea carries the.

water fo. entirely out, that the mouth of the river is

fordable at half tide.

The river next to Cape Neddick, would not be worth

attention, if it had not been mentioned one hundred and:

fifty years ago, as the boundary betVv^eenYork and Wells.

This river is called Negunket, perhaps formerly Ogun-

tiquit. There is no navigation on this river, nor are

the mills of any value there. The tide urges itfelf

into the marihes at Wells, a few miles eaft of Negunk-

etj and forms a harbour for fmall veiTels.

Further eaft, and within the town of Wells, the riv*

cr Moufom is found coming from ponds of that name,

about twenty miles from the fea. The ftream of this

river, turns feveral mills, and is increafmg in its ufe

and confequence. There is no good harbour v/ithin

the river, but the inhabitants are opening one by means

of a canal.

Within two miles of Moufom, is the river Kenebunk

:

a good harbour is found, at the mouth of this river,

from whence great quantities of lumber are fhipped

for a market. There the lumber of Moufom is fhipped

at prefen^. This river divides the towns of Wells and

Arundel, and coming but a few miles from the inland

parts of the country, is, together with the two lad

mentioned rivers, loft in the fea betv/een Cape Por-

poiie and Cape Neddick.

On the eaft of, and four miles from Cape Porpoife,

we meet the river Saco : At the mouth of this river h
a bar,
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a bar, which injures the navigation very much : a vef*

fel of mor^ than one hundred tons burthen, cannot

generally pafs the bar, if fully loaded* V/ithout the

bar, and between a peninfula new called Fletcher's

Neck, and the main land, is a body of v/aters called the

Pool, where veiTels of any fize may lie at all feafons of'

the year, and take in their lading at pleafure. There is

a narrow neck of land between the Pool and Saco

River, and on the v/efl fide of the latter, which may
be opened, by a canal, to carry lumber and produce in-

to the Pool without engaging in the hazard of pafling

the bar.

As we pcvfs up this river, with an eafy tide, five miles

from the fea v/e meet the fail of water called Saco

Falls. The river flov/ing with great force, from a

great diflance, is here divided by an ifland containing

about thirty acres ; and on each fide of it tumbles over

a precipice of rocks, and mixes with the tide. The
appearance of thefe falls, more efpecially on the eafl

fide of Indian liland, is very fublime and majellic..

The perpendicular height was never taken, but it may
be conceived, that from the level of the water, where

the fail begins, to the level of the tide below the ifiand,

at low water mark, the fall may exceed forty feet.

Belov/ the ifland is a fine bafon vvher^ the veffels take

in their lading ; and on the falls are mills carrying in

all more than ten faws, continually employed in cut-

ting boards : there are alfo three or four corn mills on

the fame place. Salm^on are taken here as well as fur-

ther up the river, in a great abundance. Up the river,

ten miles from Saco Fails, is a fall of water, which

from the plenty of falmon taken there, is called Salmon

au.

It
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It is remarkable that the great number of faw mills

on that river, has never dellroyed, or leflTened, the

quantity of falmon in it. The mill dams do not ex-

tend acrofs the river, and there is a curiofity in feeing

the exertion of thofe fifh in making their way up the

falls. When the fun fhines clear in the morning, they

are frequently feen engaged in this enterprife, and

moving from one rock to another, by great exertion,

and reding on each, in fpite of the cataraO: which op-

pofes their progrels, until they have gained the flill wa-

ters above.

On the branches of this river as well as on the main

ftream, are ' a great many mills, and valuable works.

Thirty miles from the fea, in the river's courfe, the

fmall ftream ilTuing from a pond in the ftate of New
Hampfliire, called the Little Oilipee, throws itfelf into

the Saco. And within twenty miles further up, the

river of Great OfTipee, coming from another pond in

New Hampfhire, fwells the Saco and impels its courfe.

We proceed up the river Saco until we find its fource

on the fide of the White Mountains, in New Hamp-
fhire. For a defcriptlon of thofe mountains, I mull

refer the reader to Dr. Belknap's hiflory of that

ftate.

From thefe mountains the waters run into Connec-

ticut River, Saco River, and Androfcoggin River ; the

latter is a branch of the Kenebeck. Saco river mean-

ders through the ancient Indian village of Peckuualkct^

now Fryeburgh, fixty miles from the fea.

In the year 1775, the river Saco was found to fwell

fuddenly, and in a m.anner very fmgular in its appear-

ance to the inhabitants on its banks : as there had not

been rain fufficient to encreafe the waters fo much, they

C were
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were at a lofs to account for the appearance : but it

was finally difcovered to be occafioned by a new rivei*

having broken out on the fide of the White Moun-

taints, and iiluing into the Saco. That river contin-

ues yet to aid the Saco, v^dth confiderable waters ;

though the exad quantity gained from it, is not afcer^

tained by any traveller, yet it is generally confidered as

furniihing Ellis' river, a branch of the Saco, with half

its waters*

When this new river iiHied from the mountain ih

Odober 1775, a mixture of iron ore gave the waters

a red colour for feveral days, and the people who in-

habited the upper banks of the Saco, had a report that

the river was bloody, and conlidered it as an ill omen,

on the public concerns.

Eail of Saco, are the rivers of Dunftan, Spurwink,

and Nonfuch. Thefe have no confideration, except-

ing that the former offers a difficult harbour to veiTels

of a fmall fize. There are creeks formed in the

mardies by the fea, near Blue Point and Black Point.

Thefe, together with the Saco, hold their connexion

with the fea, between Cape Porpoife and Cape Eliza-

beth.

On the eaft of Cape Elizabeth, is the arm of the

fea, called Stroudwater. Further eall is the river Pre-

fumfcott, formerly called Prefumpca, or Prefumpkeag.

This river communicates with the v/aters of Cafco Bay

on the eafl of Portland. Several valuable mills are

placed upon the dream of Prefum.pfcott, but the extent

of it into the country is not great ; and the waters are

conducted by it from Sebago Lake to the ocean.

Six miles from Prefumpfcott, another river called

Royal's River, by the natives Weftecuftego, flows into

Cafco
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Cafco Bay : on this river are fome mills, and a good

harbour for fniall vefTels is found in the mouth of it,

but a fall of water near the fea prevents its being navi-

gable, for more than two miles from its mouth. This

river generally appears on the maps of this part of the

country, as a very large river ; but this is a miftake.

The defcription given of the river in this work, is from

the author's own obfervation.

There are no rivers between Royal's river, and the

Kcnebeck. Some creeks or arms of Cafco Bay throw

themfelves into the main, affording harbours for fmali

veiTcls, and interfering the country in various forms.

The river Kenebeck lofes its waters in the Atlantic,

eaflvvard of Cafco Bay : and on the northeaft fide of

Small Point. This river, known at its mouth by the

name of Sagadahock, is rendered mem.orable, as w-ell

for its having been difcovered and taken polfelTion of by
the French in 1604, as by the EngUfn in iSoj, The
marks of ancient pofiefiions on the banks of the river,

may be omitted until we come to a proper place in the

defcription of the ancient towns in tlie Diltrid:. The
iflands a: the entrance of the river have been already

mentioned. We proceed up this river, a northerly

courfe, upon a very urgent tide, to what is called the

Chops of Merry Meeting Bay. \

Georgetown is on both fides, at the river's mouth,

and at ten miles from the fea we have the tov/n of

Bath on the wed, and Woolwich on the eaft. The
Chops is a ftrait where the ebbing and flowing tides

are aUke rapid and hazardous to navigation. Ships of

a large fize feldom attempt to pafs into Merry Meeting

Bay. From the Chops up to the head, the river is

called Kenebeck : below this, it was called Sasrada-

hock. C 2 la
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In the Abenequies language the mouth of a gteaf.

river is called Schunkadarunk. How the mouth of

Kenebeck came by the name of Sagadahock, cannot

now be determined : the mouths of the rivers of Pe-

nobfcott and Saco, had the fame name, in the year

1630. Whether that is a corruption of the Indian

word above mentioned, or a name given by the Indians

to the tides in thofe rivers, or a name given by the

Englifh, can only be a matter of conjecture at this day.

When v/e have paffed by what is called the Chops, >^'e

are in a large trad: of waters, which has the appearance

of an inland fea, or lake.

Here the violence of the flowing tide is checked by

feveral ftream^s, which unite in oppofition to its ftrength ;

and at the fame place deftroy its force and faline quali-

ty. This bay is called Merry Meeting Bay. Wheth-

er this water has obtained that appellation from its be*

ing the general receptacle of waters, from feveral riv-

ers, or becaufe the Savages, by an eafy inland navigation

in their canoes, were ufed to alfemble there for the

purpofe of uniting in an enterprife, is not now known.

From this place we will carry the reader up the fev-

eral rivers which have a confluence here. On the fouth

of the bay, and near the head of the Chops, is a creek,

extending into the land on a fouth courfe, and running

with great violence for the fpace of two miles, com-

monly called, by the natives, Whifkeag ; but by the

Englifh called Whifgig. From Merry Meeting Bay,

we proceed wefterly, up w^hat is now called Brunfwick

River. In the courfe of two miles from the inlet of

Whifgig Creek, we leave on the fouth a narrow neck

©F land, of not much more than one mile wide, which

divides
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divides the waters of Stevens' River, before defcribcd,

^ as an arm of Cafco Bay, from the waters of Brunf-

wick River.

A company has lately been incorporated for the

purpofe of cutting a canal through that illhmus.

I'his was formerly called the Carrying Place, becaufe

the Indians coming principally by inland navigation,from

Penobfcott, from Shecpfcott, Kcnebeck, Norridgewalk

on that river, and down the river now called Brunf-

wick, from Canada, through Lake Mefrcmagog, palTed

over it with their canoes, on their \vay to Cafco. It

w-as called Stevens* Carrying Place, becaufe one Stevens,

an ancient Indian trader, lived near it.

On a wefterly courfe, three or four miles further up,

we come to a great fall of water, which puts an end

to the tide ; and is nov/ called Brunfwick Fall. This

river, w^as by the Indians called Pejepfcott, as far up

as to thofe falls ; and the falls had the name of Pejep-

fcott alfo. The river above the fall was called Andro-

fcoggin, There has been no adual furvey of this riv-

cr, nor is it fo well knc>wn as to allow of an accurate

defcription : but the general courfe of it from the

White Hills is eaft. Thofe hills are in New Hampfhirc,

and He northv/efterly, fixty miles from the fea at Cafco

Bay.

On thQ falls at Brunfwick are a number of very val-

uable faw mills. And though the waters are not nav-

igable within two miles of the mills, yet great quap-ti-

ties of lumber are fhipped from the river : fome if^

brought from flreams which empty themfelves into the

principal river. There are other falls in the river

which may hereafter be rendered very valuable by im-

provement. When \YQ have gone forty or fifty miles

C 3 up
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vip the Androfcoggin or Amarlfcoggm^ we purfue the

louthern or weftern branch to the White Mountains

in New Hampiliire ; from whence the river of Saco,

and one branch of the Connecticut take their origin.

The north, or northweftern branch of the Brunfwick,

or Androfcoggin, ilretches itfelf on the northern fide

of, and beyond the White Mountains, about forty

miles, perhaps half way over to the main branch of

the Connecticut, and receives the waters of Lake Um-
bagog, and in its way takes thofe of divers ponds and

brooks, which ilTue from the high lands.

On the northern fide of the river of Brunfwick, and

not more than feven miles from the mouth of it, three

fmall rivers, Abagadnffet, which is fo called from a Sa-

chem of that name, who lived there one hundred and

thirty years ago, Cathance, and Muddy River, empty

themfelves into the weft fide of Merry Meeting Bay;

As thefe rivers are neither navigable, nor ufeful for

mills, or of note on account of the extent of the waters

brought down to the bay, a further defcription is un-

iiecelTary.

On the eaft of the bay, and fix miles from the

Chops, the waters of Eaftern River flow from a fmall

pond, at about twenty miles diltance, in the river's

courfe, from its mouth. This river is not v/orthy of

iittention, excepting for mills, which were formerly

creded on it, by the late Sylvefter Gardiner, Efq. on

the north of Kenebeclv.

Having thus had a general defcription of the fmall

rivers which unite, with the Kenebeck, at Merry Meet-

ing Bay, V e will proceed up that river with as much
accuracy of defcription as is necelfary to the prefent

work.

There
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Three miles from the Chops, the Wand called Swan

lOand, divides the waters of the river. This ifjand

is found to be feven miles long, and was anciently the

feat of the Sachem Kenebis, who fold, or pretended

to fell all the country on both fides of the river, and

alfo the ifland. The river Kenebeck, no doubt took

its prefent appellation from a race of Sagamores of the

name of Kenebis. The waters which form Swan Ifland,

are navigable on both fides of it, but the channel on

the eaft fide is moftly ufed. Thirty eight miles fron^

the fea, we find a fmall illand, called by the natives.

Nahunkeag, which fignifies the land where eels are

taken. Within three miles of this ifland, a fmall river

coming weil, from ponds which are in the town of

Winthrop, runs into the Kenebeck, and is known by

the name of Cobbefeconte, as the Englifli pronounce

it, but by Indians was called Cobbifieconteag, which

in their language is the land where flurgeon are

taken.

Six miles farther up the river we find the head of

the navigable waters. This is a bafon forty fix miles

from the fea, and very commodious for the anchoring

pf veiiels.

On the eaft bank of the fmall fliU which terminates

the navigation of the Kenebeck, is Fort Weftern, which

was ereded in the year 1752. From that fort to Ta-

connet Fall it is eighteen miles. This is a great fall of

water : and on the bank of it, on the eaftern fide of

the river, is the fort which was ereded under the or-

ders of Governor Shirley, in the year 1754, and called

Fort HaUtax. This fort is on a point of land, which

is formed by the confluence of the Sabaftacook v.ith the

.
Kenebeck, by which the latter is increafed on? third by

th^
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the waters of that river. The Sabaflaccok comes from

lakes nearly north from its mouth ; and in its windings

receives brooks and fmali rivers, for the fpace of one

hundred and fifty m_iles.

Thiity miles above Fort Halifax, as the river's courfe

is, the llream called Sandy River, lofes its Vv^aters in

the Kenebeck, at the point where the ancient town of

Noridgewock was. Forty miles, or near that diflance

further up, the river Kenebeck takes a fouthweflward

courfe.

The Kenebeck turning again weflvv^ard, receives the

caftern branch, at fifty miles diflance from Noridge-

wock. The main branch of the Kenebeck, winding

into the wildernefs, forms a necefhty for feveral carry-

ing places, one of which, called the Great Carrying

Place, is five mile$ acrofs, and the river's courfe gives

a diftance of thirty five miles, for that which is gained

by five on the dry land. At one hundred miles difl-

ance, or perhaps more from the mouth of the eaflern

branch, the fource of the main or weflern branch of

the Kenebeck is found extended a great diflance along

fide the river Chaudiere, which carries the waters Brom

the high lands into the St= Lawrence.

The bed defcrlption of this branch of the Kene-

beck, is had from the OfEcers who paiTed this route

under the command of General Arnold, in 1775:

among them, there is not any one more capable of

giving a defcription of the river than General Dear-

borne, who is now a mem.ber of Congrefs : a great

part of the defcription of this branch, is taken from

him. There are no lakes, but fome few fmail ponds

and moraiTes at the fource of this branch. The car-

i7ing place from bqatabie waters in it, to beatable wa-

ters in the river Chaudiere, is only five miles over.

The
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The eaflern branch of Kenebeck, which unites with

the other above Noridgewock, ilTues from a body of

waters which lie north about twenty miles from the

confluence of the two branches. Tnefe w^aters are

called Moofe Pond or Moofe Lake. The fides of the

lake are fo crooked that the body of waters hath an

irregular figure : but the lake contains three times as

much water as is found in Lake George. There are

very high mountains to the north and well of this lake,

and from thefe the waters run by many channels to the

St. Lawrence.

The Kenebeck affords great quantities of lumber,

and is inhabited by feveral fpecies of valuable hfli, in

the feafon fuited to their kinds. Salmon and flurgeoa

are taken in great abundance there, and fhad and ale-

wives reheve the wants of the neceiTitous part of the

inhabitants.

The river Kenebeck, forms the nearell fea pert for

the people on the upper part of the river Connedicut ;*

feveral furveys have been made acrofs the country, and

the land 7s faid to be capable of furnilhing a good road

at an ordinary expenfe. The town of Portland may
confider this as a rivallhip to their claim upon the

country beyond the White Mountains, to which there

can be no reafonable objection, becaufe this kind of

emulation tends much to a promotion of the public

interefl.

Next to the river Kenebeck in our progrefs eailv/ard,

we meet \\ith the river called Sheepfcott River. The
waters of this and the laft mentioned river hold a com-

munication, by a flrait at the head of An'owfike Ifiand,

and through the bay of Monfeag. From one river to

another
* The diftance has been mcafured in 1793, and found to be 90 miles

from the tide in Kenebeck to the Upper CohoSi*



34 THE HISTORY of the

another on the fea coafl is about twelve miles. The
iflands which lie between have been already mentioned.

Sheepfcott River has at its entrance Boothbay, on the

eaft, Parker's Ifland, and Jeremyfquam Ifiand on the

wefl, and as we go up the river we have the towns of

Edgecumbe and Newcaftle on the eafl bank, andWool-

wich and Pownalborough on the weft. Before we
come to Newcaflie we find the termination of the

eafy and extraordinary navigation of this river.

Whenwe come near to a point of land which formtS the

eafl fide of Pownalborough, called Wifcaffet Point, we
pafs through a flrait of waters called the Narrows ; and

fall into a pool or bafon called Vv^ifcaiTetBay. On the

eafl is the flrait mentioned, and on the fouth theNarrows

which divide the waters of the bay from thofe of Men-
feag Bay ; and called Cowfeagan Narrows. On the

north is a ftrait called Sheepfcut Narrows, above which

there is only a navigation for fmall veiTels.

The diilance from the fea to this bafon is aboul;

twenty miles : the water in the whole diftance is very

deep and eafy of navigation : the communication wit^

the bay on the well prevents the tide from being rapid^

and the river bears no ice, even in the utmofl feverity

of winter.

Ships of any fize can anchor and load at WifcalTet

Point with the utmofl fafety, and fail from thence at

any feafon of the year. Above the point the tide flows

five miles to Sheepfcott Falls. The river iffues from

ponds about twenty five miles from the head of the

tide, and in its progrefs turns a great many faw mills.

This river is noticed for the early fettlement upon its

banks, which will be attended to in the proper place.

Sheepfcott River does not abound with fifh, but feveraj

kinds of Ml are found there at fuitable feafons.
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From the mouth of Shcepfcott to the mouth of Da-

marifcota River is r>x miles on the fea coaft. The lat-

ter river bears the tide about fourteen or perhaps eigh-

teen miles from the fea : here a fall of water flops its

progrefs, and empties the redundancy of Damarifcota

Ponds into the channel v/here the fait water receives it.

There is no frefh water river : the fall mentioned, di-

vides the tide from a communication with ponds which

fpread themfelves twelve miles or more into the wilder-

nefs. The river carries fmall veilels as far as the tide

flows, where very confiderable quantities of lumber are

taken in for foreign markets.

The river of Pemaquid, is ten miles eaft of Damarif-

cota : this river is fupplied by ponds which lie within

thirty miles of the fea. There is a large bay through

which w^e pafs to enter Pemaquid harbour, or river.

This bay is fuH of ifiands, the greater part of w^hich

are fettled. At the diflance of fifteen miles from the

fea, we m.eet the fall which terminates the navigation.

The river affords a great plenty of lumber, but is mofl

of all to be noticed for the ancient fettlements on its

banks. The fort, called Fort George, w^as on a point at

the mouth of the river, and on the eafl fide of it. The
remains of the fortrefs are there at this day.

Ten miles eaft of Pemaquid, is found the river St.

Georges. The tide goes fifteen miles up that river and

meets a fall which, checking its progreis, offers lumber

in great plenty. There are large ponds at the head of

the tide, w hich, as it is faid, may be rendered navigable

a great way into the country : one Barret is now en-

gaged in a project of that kind upon the ponds.

The
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The fort was placed on the eail fide of the river,

and was in the year 1756 attacked by three hundred

French and Indians. The conteft lafled one day
;

when the enemy drew oiT without either fufFerinjx or

doing much injury. The fort was commanded by

Mr. North, a valiant and v/orthy man. There are

more than fifty ifiands at the mouth of the river and

near it, the greater part of which are inhabited.

Penobfcott river,* which was the ancient feat of A«
cadie, demands a particular attention. There is no

river which offers a more inviting harbour, than is

here found. The bay of Penobfcott is filled with fine

ifiands \ many of which are cultivated and fettled.

Twenty miles from the outermofl ifiands, we fi.nd

en the eafl fide of the river a point of land, or a periin-

fula called, Bagaduce Point. Here was a fort erected

in the year 1626, by the people of the colony of New
Plymouth, and v/hich afterwards through a variety of

changes fubmitted to the French, the Dutch, and the

Englifh. On the weft fide of the river, which appears

like a capacious bay, is another peninfula, v^^here Fort

Pownal was ereded. Twelve miles up from Bagaduce

Point, an ifland called Orphan Ifland divides the waters

into two rivers ; that on the eafl of the ifland takes the

name of Eaftern River, while the weft branch continues

into the country under the name of Penobfcott. On
the weft fixde is Frankfort ; on the eafl is Penobfcott

;

and on the head of that the town called Buckflown.

Forty miles up the river from Bagaduce Point, the

Great Falls which prevent further navigation, are met

with. At the head of the falls is an ifland con-

taining a confiderable quantity of land, againfl

which
* Anciently called Pemtegeovett.
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\?hich the river from the weft, called Poofliaw, and the

Great Works River, from the eaft, unite with the Pe-

nobfcott. At this place was the Indian Old Town.

As we proceed up about three miles we meet the fmall

fiiream, called the Sunkhaze, coming from the eaft.

The main river appears beautified with fmall iflands for a

confiderable fpace ; and at the diilance of forty miles

from the head of the tidrj we fee the river FalTadum-

keag emptying its waters into the Penobfcott from the

cafl.

Three miles further brings us to the Pafquatlquafs

which comes from the v/efl. Twenty eight miles fur-

ther up, or one hundred and twenty miles from Eaga-

duce, we meet another river coming from the ealt :

here is the Indian Upper Town, on the north fide of

the river* s mouth ; but the principal place of their ha-

bitation at this day, more efpecialiy in the vvinter fea-

fon, is on the illand near the firil fall In the river.

Fifteen miles further up, on the eaft fide of Mount
Fadder, another river comes from the north into the

Penobfcott. There are two branches indeed, which u-

nite themfelves near the place where the principal river

receives the waters which thefe bring ; the moft eafter-

ly of the two comes but a few miles, ferving to convey,

towards the general receptacle, the redundant waters

of a fmall lake : the other finds fupplies In two ponds

near the high lands, about one hundred and fifty miles,

as the rlver*s courfe is from the fea.

The weft branch of Penobfcott takes its w^aters on
the north weft of the eaftem branch of the Kenebeck,

and in its courfe runs fo nigh to Moofe Pond as to give

a carrying place of Icfs than two miles from the one to

the other j here the Savages come from Quebeck to

Penobfcott,
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Penobfcott, with carrying places of feven miles only in

the whole. Seventy miles in one reach above the firil:

fall, the water is fmooth, and flows with majeflic fi-

lence, miinterrupted by falls.

The river Penobfcott may well be confidered for

beauty, convenience, and ufefulnefs, the firil in the

Diftricl. There is none which equals it for the eafe of

navigation, or exceeds it ia the plentifulnefs of fifh,

the excellency of its timber, or the commodioufnefs of

its mill privileges. They who are acquainted with it

do not wonder, that it was anciently confidered as

a fuitable place for the capital of a government.

1 have mentioned the fituation of two forts on the

river Penobfcott ; that on the eaft fide of the river, on

the peninfula called Bagaduce Point, w^hich was firft e-

rected by the colony ofNew Plymouth in the year 1626,

and was alternately fubjeded to the French, Dutch,

and the Enghlli, is now but the ruins or appearance- of

a fort, and known by the name of Cafleen's Fort :

that on the weft fide was ere6ted while Mr. PownaJ

was Governour of MalTachufetts, and remained as a

garrifon until the year 1774 : at which time the com-

mander, Mr. Goldthv/ait, left it to ily to the flandard of

royalty. The fort which was the objed: of the A-

merican expedition in the year 1779, was on Bagaduce

Neck, not on the fame peninfula with Cafteen's Fort

;

but nearly half a mile to the northward of it : There

is a bafon on the north fide of Bagaduce Neck which

formed a h?trbour for fhips, attending en that fort.

Union river is more than fixty miles from the mouth

of Penobfcott, by v/ater, but it is faid to be only thirty

or forty acrofs the country. The waters of it flow

from the inland parts cf the continent, which liave not

yet
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yet been explored, and will not at prefent, for want of

being more fully known, admit of an accurate deicrip-

tion. This river is navigable fifteen miles from the

waters of Blue Hill Bay, where the mouth of it is feen

as a fine ftream producing very confiderable quantities

of lumber. It is faid that this river is a gathering from

a number of finall dreams, and not fed by any pond

or lake, but extends a great way into the country.

There are a number of leffer dreams, that carry their

waters to the bays which have been defcribed : and a

great number of creeks and arms of the fea, which in-

terfeft the main land, forming points and peninfulas
;

but which would be difficult to defcribe, and a defcrip-

tion of which may be confidered as unnecelTary in this

work.

Twelve miles call of Schooduck Point, we meet the

river Naraguagus. This river is confiderable for the

quantity of lumber procured in it, but the navigation

of it is but a fmali diflance from the fea : while the

Extent of the frefh water into the inland parts of the

Diftrict is very confiderable.

About five miles further on, as the coafl is, we find

a flream called Pleafant River. A general defcription

of this would be very fimilar to that of the one laft

mentioned.

Chandler's River is twelve miles further eaft, and

fupports mills and produces lumiber ; but has nothing

which requires more at prefent than to fliow its local

fituation.

Between Chandler's River and Pleafant River is a

fmall arm of the fea called Indian River.

The river of Machias, is ten miles from Chandler's

River. There is not a great fupply of frefh water to

that
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that {Iream : but the lumber procured is very good,

and the river eafy of accefs, though the navigation

does not extend more than ten miles into the country

;

nor is the river extenlive above the tide.

There are feveral iflands at the m.outh of Machias'

River ; and in the bay between that and the Shooduck,

are fome which are very valuable*

Upon leaving the bay of Machias, we go round a

point called Pieafant Point, and enter into a deep bay

called PafTamaquaddy Bay. This is formed by Cape

Proe on the eafl, and Pieafant Point on the weft :

having in it Deer Ifland, Moofe Ifland, and Pallama-

quaddy Ifland. On the north weft angle of this bay,

the River Schooduck finds the general receptacle, and

extends wefterly a great w^ay into the country. Two
hundred miles from its mouth, as its courfes are, that

river comes within one mile of the eaft branch of Pe-

nobfcott, where there v/as an Indian carrying place,

from the one to the other.

The Engliili now polTefs the country as far weft as

the eaft bank of the Schooduck, at its mouth. But if

this is the St. Croix m.entioned in the treaty' with that

nation, they will have nearly all the county of Waftk-

ington, and a great part of the county of Hancock.

A line from the northweft corner of Nova Scotia to

the fource of the Shooduck, is weft of fouth
;
perhaps

a fouth fouth weft courfe.

After Miller had made his furvey for Gcvernour Ber-

nard in 1764, the Governour conceived the idea of ob-

taining a grant of one hundred thoufand acres, fouth of

the Schooduck. He could not obtain an a£l of the Ge-

neral Court for the grant. The land in Acadie, by the

charter of 1692, was tlarown into fuch an awkward fitu-

ation.
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atlon, that the crown could not grant it without the aid

of the General Court, or the General Court without

the Crown.*

Bernard therefore propofed to obtain a grant from

the Province of Nova Scotia : in order to which it be-

came neceffary to throv/ the territory coveted, un-

der the jurifdiction of that government. To effect

this, he called to his aid a number of influential charac-

ters, and had a furvey made by one Morris, a furvey-

or of Nova Scotia. The hundred thoufand acres were

laid out on the fouth of the Shooduck, and marked for

Francis Bernard, John Mitchel, Thomas Thornton,

Richard Jackion, and James Morris. In order to car-

ry the land into Nova Scotia Province, it was neceffary

to bring the St. Croix to the well of the Shooduck.

Morris, therefore, in forming his map, marked the

Cobfcook with the name of St. Croix. This riv-

er is nothing more than a communication between

the fea and a fait pond, and is ten miles fouth of

the Schooduck. There is no frefh ftream, befides that

of a very inconfiderable brook, which iiTues from the

country to the fait pond.

A river, which the natives called the Mackagadawick,

is found on the north fide of Pafikmaquaddy Bay, twelve

miles north eafl and by north from the mouth of the

Schooduck. This is much lefs than the river lafl men-

tioned, and we go up the firearn of it feven miles from

its mouth, on an eafl courfe, then turning we go north

nine miles ; at the end of which diflance we find the

forks ; then on an eafl courfe fifty miles, as the river

runs, or about that diflance, we come to a pond which

is

* Report of Talbct and York to the King in 1731.

D
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is the fountain of the eall branch. The other branch

has it fource fifty miles in its courfe north of the fork&.

A hne from the northwell angle of Nova Scotia to the

fource of this branch would be fouth eafterly, and

would crofs the St. John's, which goes round the St,

Croix, and extends beyond the fources of feveral

dreams which run into the St. Lawrence.

The year before Morris's furvey, Bernard had em-

ployed Mitchel to furvey the country. He procured

the affidavit of feveral Indians, who made oath that the

Mackagadawick was always, called the St. Croix : but

this did not comport with the governour's wifnes to

obtain a grant. There is another river between the

Schooduck and Mackagadawick which iflues from a

pond not far from the bay, called by the Indians Maka-

gambo.

Thefe rivers afford a great plenty of falmon, and of

other kinds of fifh common to the rivers of northern

climates. Lum.ber is obtained in thefe, but not fo plen-

tifullv as it is further to the northward.

i do not mean to give an exa6l geographical defcription

of the Dillricl : but a general idea of the extent and

fituation of the countrv, is necelTarv, in order to have

the feveral parts of this hiftory underflood.

No writer has undertaken the geography of Ameri-

ca, excepting a reverend author, whofe information with

regard to the Diflricl of Maine, has deceived him in

too many inftances ; but it is to be hoped, that on a re-

vifion of his works, he will obtain a better, and more

perfed knowledge of that country.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER III.

Of the Difco'vcry^ and iakhg Fojfcjfion of the Country^ by

the Europeans*

Though the Diflria of Maine may boaft as

early a difcovery as any part of North America, and as

early a fettlement as any part of New England
;
yet

there has been a combination of caufes to impede the

progrefs of its improvement.

The firfl adventurers to this continent, did not place

their dependence, in the enterprize, on the profits which

mjghtbe produced by agriculture : and where, in the

northern part of the new world, their hopes of difcov-

ering mines of precious metals had been difappointed,

they turned their attention to the fur trade, and to the

fiihery. In the more wefterlypart of the Diitrid ofMaine,

they gave the lumber bufmefs the preference, becaufe it

procured for them an immediate fupply of provifions.

They believed the foil of that part of the country to

be unfavourable to agriculture, and incapable of yield-

ing a fupply of bread for the inhabitants. This idea,

deftruclive as it was to the encrea^e and prcfperity of

the country, was continued until the American Revo-

lution took place.

Prior to that event, the greater part of the bread,

which was confumed in the Dillrid, was imported from

(he middle colonies of North America.

The feverity and length of the winters, were very

difcouraging \ but as the wildernefs is opened, thefe

D 2 become
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become more mild, and yield much fooner to the in-

fluences of the fpring than they formerly did.

The depredations of the Savages,from the year 1675,

to the year 1760, with but httle intermiiFions of their

wars, was the greatefl injury to the fettlement and

growth of the country.

The fettlements, before the reduciion of Ouebeck,

were generally on the fea coall ; where the foil is much
iiiore unyielding to the plough, and much lefs produc-

tive than it is further back in the country. The con-

tell between England and Francs, for territorial pof-

feilions, ma-de the country of this Diftriftthe theatre of

favage wars, and for a long time together the princi-

pal place of thofe alarms and diftreffes, which arife from

predatory parties.

At the time v/hen the reduction of Quebeck was ef-

feded, there were not more than thirteen thoufand

people in the Difirict^ from whence, on a late cenfus,

more than ninety five thoufand have been returned :

and we may with fafety allege an encreafe of four

thoufands more at this day*

Newfoundland was the iirft territory which was dif-

covered or polTeifed in North America, by either the

French or Engiifii. From the difcovery of the fhores

there, arid from a pretence of right by prior dominion,

the Englifh claimed all North America, and the French

a great part of it. Under this claim the fettlements of

the nation lad mentioned, were extended, at an early

period, as far weftvv^ard as to the river Kenebeck ; on

an idea of a nev/ government by the name of A«

cadie.

The fuccefs of Chriflopher Columbus in finding a-

Kother continent, in his attempt to explore a navigable

route
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route to the Eafl Indies, called forth the genius of ma-

ny men of learning and fortune ; who exerted them-

felves upon his laudable example, and were infpired by

his courage and perfeverance. The Venetians about

this period, excelled other nations in the bufmefs of

commerce, and confequently pofleffed a fuperior fpirit

of enterprize.

Among the many of them who had fettled in Eng-

land, was John Cabot, a man capable of great and ar-

duous undertakings. He was well (killed, for the time

in which he lived, in navigation and feamanfhip. Fir-

ed* with the fuccefs of Columbus, and highly am-

bitious to immortalize his name by difcovering new

countries ; he, in the year 1495, ^PP^i^^i ^^ Henry the

feventh of England ; requelling encouragement to

throw himfelf into that bufmefs. The King, ambitious

to imitate his brothers on the continent, and no doubt,

being touched with the fpirit of the day, yielded to the

folicitation of the Venetian. A grant was made by tha

King, to John Cabot, and his three fons, Lewis, Sebaf-

tian, and Sanclius, by letters patent, authorizing them

todifcover and claim, in his name, new countries, poiTefT-

ed bv the heathen nations of the world.

The commilTion ilTued by that Monarch, contained

pretended powers to fail to all countries, and feas, to

the eaft and weft, and to the north, under his royal ban^

ners and enfigns : and with five fhips, on the proper

charge ofthe adventurers^ to feek out, difcover, and find,

whatfoever ifles, countries, regions, or provinces of //v

heathen and injidch^ wherefoever they might be, which

had before that time been unknown to all Chrijlians \

and to fet up banners and enfigns in every village, iHe^

or main land fo newly difcovered.

D 3
Th^
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The adventurers were to give the king one fifth part

of all the ore, mines, and other profits of the adven-

ture : in confideration of which, he granted to them,

their heirs and aiTigns, all the lands they fhould chance

to find. One fifth part of the ore, was of great confe-

quence,according to the expectations of the adventurers.

Thefe letters patents, were granted in the year 1495.

The afTiftance given by the merchants and others, ena-

bled the patentees to fit out a fleet ready to fail in the

fpring of the year 1496.

An account of this voyage was written by Sebaflian

Cabot, from which it is conjedured, that his father di-

ed before the fleet was ready for fea. He relates,

" that, in the year 1496, in the beginning of the fum-

mer, I began to fail north wefl, not expecting to find

any land but China ; but after certain days I found the

land ran towards the north, v/hich v/as to me a great

difpleafure : neverthelefs, failing along the coail, to fee

if I could find any gulph that turned, I found the land

llili continued to the 56th degree under the pole."*

There is an account, on a map in London, in which

it is faid, that, " in the year 1497, John Cabot, a Ve-

netian, and his fon Sebaftian, with an Englifli fleet,

fet out" irom Briftci, and difcovered that land v/hich

no man, before that time, had attempted. That this

happened on the 24th of June, about four of the

clock, in the m^orning. This land he called Prima ViftSj

that is to fay, fnd feen from the fea. The illand

which lieth out before the land, he called St John's,

tecaufe it v/as difcovered on the dav of Saint John the

Baptifl."t

This
* Collection of Voyages.

•f
Purchas.
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This account is not reconcileable to the conjecture

of John Cabot * having died before Sebadian his fon

proceeded on the voyage : but the whole is reconcile-

able, on the fuppofition that Sebaflian and his father

went iif two diiTcrent fhips, and that the account given

by Sebaftian was a hillory of his own voyage.

That account, on the margin of the map, further

relates, that the natives, found on the fliore, were arm-

ed with bows and arrows ; that the waters of the coun-

try abounded with fifh ; but that the foil was barren

and inhofpitable. There are accounts, which may

perhaps be relied on from the antiquity of their pub-

Hcation, that fome of the natives were carried over to

England by Cabot, on his return, and that they fed on

raw flefh, and were clothed in the fKins of beails.f

In the year 1494, the Kings of Spain and Portugal,

came to a refolution, or an agreement, v/ith the Pope's

approbation, and under the authority of his grant, to di-

vide this quarter of the world between them. The Eng-

liih writers fay, that Henry the eighth of England v/as

the firft monarch ^vho denied the juftice and right of

fuch partition : and that he, in the year 1527, fent

two fhips to make difcoveries in the new world : the one

was called the Mary Guilford^dind the other the Samp/o?u

In the former was one Albert Prato, who v/as a

wealthy man, and a man qf mathematical learning.

The Sampfon was caft away near Newfoundland, but

the (iiher arrived fafely into the bay of St John's,

from which place the Captain wrote the King a letter :

This letter ferves to exhibit the flile of the day ; the

familiar refpecl which was paid by the fubjecls to thq

D 4 King

* Colledlion of Voyages, and Ogilby.

-j' Purchas.
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King of Great Britain at that time, as well as the mo-

tives to thefe voyages ; I fhall therefore give the reader

a^ copy of it.

**^ Pleafe your honorable grace, to hear of your fer-

vant, John Rutt, with ail his company, here in good

health ; thanks be to God, and your grace's fnip, the

Mary of Guilford. And if it pleafe your honorable

grace, we ran our courfe to the northward, till we came

into fiftythree degrees : and there we found many
great illands of ice, and deep water. We found no

founding ; and then we durll go no further to the

northward, in fear of more ice ; and then we caft about

to the fouthward, and within four days we had a hun-

dred and fifty fathom : and then we come into fifty-

two degrees, and fell in with the main land : and with-

in ten leagues of the main land we met a great ifland

of ice, and come hard by her, for it was ftanding in

deep v^^aters ; and fo we went in with the Cape De Bar,

a great harbour, and many fmall iflands, and a great

frelh river going up far into the main land ; and the

main land all wildemefs and mountains, and woods,

and no natural ground, but all mofs, and no people in

thefe parts : and in the woods we found the footings

of divers great beafts, but we faw none in ten leagues.

" And pleafe your honorable grace, the Sampfon and

we kept company ail the way till within two days be-

fore we mict with all the illands of ice. That was the

firft day of July, at night : And there arofe a great and

marvellous florm, and much foul weather.
'' 1 truft in almighty Jefu to hear good tidings of her.

The third day of Auguil we entered into a good har-

bour, called Saint John's.

" And thus Jefu fave and keep your grrxe, and all

' \our honorable race. < The
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"The third day of Auguft, written in hade, 1527, by

your fervant John Rutt."*

It may be obfervedj that the idea of this part of the

country having been difcovered before by Cabot, is

agreed to in this letter, by Rutt's faying that they ar-

rived at a good haven called Saint John^s, The objeft

of this voyage, as well as that of Cabot, was to find a

pafTage northward to the Eafl Indies.

A letter, dated ^^ Afud^ St, J'o/m's^ in terrh mvis^^ the

tenth of Auguft, 1527, w^as written by Albert Prato
5

addreffed to Cardinal Woolfey, and fent by the fame

conveyance.

The Englifh fay that this expedition was made fev-

eral years before the French made an attempt of the

kind : we fhail hear what the French have to fay upon

the fubjed in their turn.

In the year 1536, Henry caufed another expedition

to be undertaken to the northern part of America, by

Mr. Hoar, Mr. Butts, Mr. Rrilral, Mr. Weeks, Mr.

Dawheny, Mr. Wade, and Mr. Joy. Thefe were all

men of diilinclion, learning and property. The peo-

ple who were embarked in this expedition were grati-

fied with the fight of the continent, but their fuiferings

from famine and ficknefs were fo great, that the de-

fcription of it would be very difagreeable. They mufl

inevitably have all perifhed, had it not been for the ar-

rival of a French velTel, in the bay of St. John's, which
their hunger urged them to plunder. It is faid that

King Henry made amends for this neceflary theft, out

of his privy purfe.f

After

* This letter is taken from a publication in New Jerfey, in the year

1755, and is in the Colledtion of Voyages, in the College Library.

t Celledion of Voyages,
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After the death of Henry, the matter of dlfcoveries,

and the tafle for new kingdoms rather declined ; but

there were fome men fo interefted in the bufinefs, from
the advantages of the fur trade, and the fiflieries, that

they continued to fend veffels into the feas of North

America ; and procured an ad of ParUament, in the

reign of Edward VI. for the government of the traf-

fic of Newfoundland. This was the only exertion

which was made in that Caort and feeble reign, refped-

ing North America*

When Elizabeth afcended the throne of England,

her genius, urged by her pride and ambition, gave a

new turn to the public opinion of that country, and

infpired that people with a fpirit of emulation, and a

difpofition to novelty and enterprize, which they had

never before poiTefTed.

Under her orders, another voyage w^as undertaken

to North America, by Sir Humphrey Gilbert. The
Queen delivered to him her letters patent, containing

a grant of privileges, franchifes, and im.munities, for

himfelf, his heirs, and his and their afTociates, which

were very fmguiar, and very flattering. He had for

himfelf, his heirs and afiigns, free liberty, and full li«

cenfe, at all times, to difcover, fmd, fearch out, and

view, fuch remote and heathen countries, barbarous

lands, and territories not actually polTefied by any

Chrijlian Prinee or people, as to him fhculd feem good
\

and to inhabit and remain on the fame. Yielding one

fifth part of th& gold and filver ore which fhould be

found therein, to her majefty, her heirs and fuc^

cefTors.

In confcquence of this charter, Sir Humphrey,, in

the year 1583, made a voyage to North America, an^

took
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took ponemon of Newfoundland, on the third day of

Auguft, in a very formal and folemn manner. There

were a o^reat number of veflels from feveral nations in
o

Europe, engaged in the fifherics on thofe feas at that

time -: and numbers of people engaged on the fliores

in the fur trade. Sir Humphrey ilfued a general fum-

mons to all. The people of thirty fix vefl'els prefented

themfelves before him, and heard the authority of good

Queen Elizabeth, her claim to dominion over the fea,

and over the wildernefs, over the whales, and over the

Savages, promulgated in a folemn and awful manner :

and they then departed, each one to his own concerns.

Sir Humphrey alfo made grants of feveral parcels

of territory along the ihores. When he had done all

this, he failed foutherly, claiming the country as he

pafled along, and making further difcoveries. The idea

of going further north than the former voyagers had

gone, feems, by this time, to have been given over.

How far Gilbert came to the fouthward is not afcer-

tained, but a flcrm arifing, he found it very hazardous

to continue on an unexplored coaflj and therefore bore

aWay for Europe. It is very probable that this was

the iform of the autumnal equinox for that year :

becaufe it was in Auguit that he ereded his govern-

ment at Nev/foundiand ; and it is probable that he

tarried fome days, to fee hov\^ his new dominion would

fit upon the people. On his v/ay to England, his fliip

grew weak, the florin encreafed, and he with all his

fhip's company perifhcd. There were two other vefiels

with him ; and on the evening before he was loll, he

appeared on the quarter deck, exhorting the compa-

nies in the other velfels to courage, but could not be

prevailed on by them to leave his own iliip, which th^n

appeared
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appeared to have been more injured than the others*

Whether this was becaufe he thought there would be

more hazard in making, than in negleding the attempt,

or whether he thought it unmanly and cowardly to

leave his company in that danger which he wiihed to

fhun himfelf, or whether he had a good opinion of

his own veiTel, is unknown, but he was no more feen.

Queen Elizabeth was by no means difcouraged by

this misfortune, but in the year 1584, made out her

letters patent to Sir Walter Raleigh, her particular fa-

vourite, and one whofe inclination to marvellous things

prompted him to novelty of enterprife, with the fame

powers, privileges, and franchifes as fhe had granted to

Sir Humphrey Gilbert. Raleigh turned his atten-

tion to the fouthward, and fettled Virginia. From

that time, to the beginning of th^ next century, the

idea of a fettlement on the northern part of America,

was treated as rather impracticable.

The people of Europe, however, continued to vifit

the fea coafl, for the benefit of the fur trade, and the

fiihery : and thus practically convinced the world that

the feas might be navigated, and the fnores inhabited.

The next movement towards a fettlement in thq

northern part of the continent by the Englifh, was in

the year 1607. Sir John Gilbert, who was brother to

Sir Humphrey, and inherited his eftate and title, was

perfuaded, at a very advanced age, to revive his broth-

er's claim. In purfuance of this idea, he engaged wich

Sir John Popham., and feveral others, to fit out a fleet

for the continent. Perhaps a jealoufy arifmg from a

Frenchman's having, in the year 1604, been into, and

taken poffeilion of the river Kenebeck, and the coun-

try to the eaitward of it, under the King of France,

urged the Englifli to revive a claim which had begun

to be confidered as obfolete. Be their motive Vv'hat it

might,
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might, they revived the old knight's claim, which he

had begun to edablilli under the patent of Queen Eli-

zabeth, and fent out fhips to aiTert their title^ and to re-

gain the pofleflion.

They arrived at the mouth of Sagauahock, on Ken-

ebeck river ; where they fpent a miferable winter, prin-

cipally on an iiland fince called Stage Ifland. Their

intention was to begin a colony on the weft fide of the

river, at what is now called Small Point. Sir John
Gilbert died that winter. The fpirit of colonizing be-

came faint. The encouragement w^as withdrawn, and

the adventurers returned to England the following year.

The fuffering of this party, and the difagreeable ac-

count v/hich they were obhged to give, in order to ex-

cufe their own conduct, difcouraged any further at-

tempts by the Enghfli, until the year 1619, and the

year 1620, when the firft fettlement was made at Ply-

mouth : and even that company intended to have gone

as far fouth as to the Hudfon, but were deceived by
their pilot, and brought to Cape Cod.

It may now be neceffary to turn cur attention to

the claim of the French, to that part of the Diitricl of

Maine which lies to the eafl of Kenebeck river.

The Engliih fay that the contrad made by the kings

of Spain and Portugal, to divide the new world between

them, was never interrupted or contended againll, un^

til Henry the VIII. of England, exhibited his claim.

The Abbe Raynal, in his philofophical and political

hiflory of the Eail and Weft Indies, informs us, that

Francis, the King of France, in the year 1523, fent

Vazzarini, a Florentine, on difcoveries. By him New-
foundland was feen, but he made no ftay there. In the

year 1 531, James Carthier, a Frenchman, and an expe-

rienced
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rienced navigator, revived the projed of Vazzarini.

The Spaniards and Portuguefe, who had a grant from

the Pope, confidered all attempts of this nature, made

, by other nations, as an invafion of their rights, and as

a vile oppugnation of ecclefiaftical authority.

To this, the Abbe fays, that Francis pleafantly repli-

ed, " The King of Spain, and the King of Portugal,

are quietly dividing the whole continent of America

between them, without allowing me to come in for a

fliare as a brother ; I ihould be very glad to fee the

claufe in Adam's Will, which makes that continent

their inheritance exclufively.'*

The Abbe fays that Carthier went further northward

than Vazzarini had gone, and made further difcoveries

than had been m^adebefore. He continued his voyages

for many years under the orders of the King of France

;

who put in his claim with his brethren, the kings of

Europe, and demanded the northern part of the conti-

nent as a fief to his crown, by the right of prior difcov-

erv, and precedency of occupancy, under the appella-

tion of New France.

Carthier went up the river St. La\\Tence, then call-

ed Hochelaga.* He was there received by an Indian

King v/hofe name was Donnacana, and his title, Agou-

hana, with all that pomp of royalty which is fuited to

the ilate of a Savage chief.

We have no accounts of a further progrefs being

made by the French in this bufmefs, until the year

1603. At that time Pylonfieur De Motte was appoint-

ed by Henry IV. of France, govemour of Canada.

There can be no doubt, but that the French nation had

in the apparent interim between the voyages of Car-

thier

* Colkaion of Voyages, 8 vol. and Ogilby's Voyages.



DISTRICT OF MAINE. $5

thier and De Pvlotte kept up a communication with the

northern part of America, had made advantages by the

fur trade, and the hfliery, and perhaps had infinuated a

great number of their people as fettlers.

Governour De Motte coafled along the fea fhore
;

and having met with many difafters incident to a navi-

gation where there were no charts to direct ; and where

the fhoals, banks, and harbours, were unexplored ; he

arrived in the bay, which has fmce been called Port

Royal. From that bay he croifed over to the main

land, into a great river about twenty five leagues well

from the bay, which they called St. Croix. This

name was given to the river, and the country on its

banks, becaufe De Motte erected a crofs fifty feet high

on his landing. Here they fet their miners to fearch

for filver and gold ore, according to the hopes they had

entertained in the adventure.*

When the fpring returned, the general having grown

weary of fo unpleafant, long, and inactive a feafon, as

he had before pafTed ; and intending to carry his dif-

coveries and pofTellions to a climate more fimilar to

that of his native country, he fitted out a fmall veifel

for that purpofc ; and faihng fouth, found the river

of Kenebeck : from which, as it is faid, he propofed,

and thought from the accounts he gained from the na-

tives that he had got a nigher path to Canada, than he

had found by the bay of Chaleur.f

The Indians, from St John's to Kenebeck, had the

general name of the Etechemins.

The next year the Illand of St. Croix, which was

fituated at the mouth of the river of that name, was a-

bandoned

* Purchas and Ogilby.

t Abbe Raynal.
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bandoned by the French, and their capital was remov-

ed to the eaft fide of the bay of Fundy, and placed at

Port Royal. When this was done, and the place for-

tified, Dft Motte returned to France, taking with him

feveral of the natives. His fuccefs had been fo great,

and was no doubt fo much magnified by himfelf and

his friends, that the public interefl required his return

without delay, to the land of promife : and he accord-

ingly returned in 1604, and went to Kenebeck, Pema-

quid, Saco, and Wells, * taking poiTefTion of thofe pla-

ces, for, and under the authority, of his mailer.

While De Metre was thus engaged on the fhores of

the Atlantic, the French acquired the polfeiTion of the

country up the St. Lawrence as far as Montreal, where

Monfieur Champlain was placed as governour.

The objeO: purfued by the Sovereign, was dominion

;

gain ilimulated the fubjed:. The King of France made

a grant to De Motte, of all the country from the 40th

to the 46th degree of northern latidude. This territo-

ry had the general name of New France : but the

French were interrupted by the EngUfh, who fettled

New England, and by that were prevented extending

their fettlements to the weft of the river Kenebeck :

The French, being thus reftrifted in their fettlements,

the territory which they called New France, or Aca-

die, withdrew itfelf to the ealfern banks of the Kene-

beck, and the appellation of New England was eftab-

hfhed on the weftern fhore of that river. Thus by the

extreme points of national ftrength and exertion, a

boundary feemed to be fettled, not as the line of peace

and concord, but as the place of future controverfies.

All

* Hutchlnfon.
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' All the lands, from the river Kenebeck to theNarra-

ganfett country, being granted to the company called

the Council for the Affairs of New England^ and being

reduced to poffefTion under the grants of that company,

afilimed that name by common confent.

The French have preferved in their hillory of difcov-

eries a great variety of incidents, which took place while

they were in the progrefs of the difcovery and fettle-

ment of Acadie ; there are ho^vever not any which

j^pear to have happened in the Diftrid: of Maine, and

therefore there will be no proprietv in a recital.

The patentees of the French King made grants of

land to the fettlers, and others ; but their records have

been carried away, and there has been but one inftance

of a reclaim to title under thofe grants.

Lewis XIV. iffued his grant to M, Cadillac for a

large traO: of land lying on Frenchman's Bay in Acadie,

with a large ifland oppofite to it within the govern-

ment of New France. It is not certain, whether this

grant was made by the king imm.ediately, or whether it

was carved out of the grant to DeMotte, by that gover-

nour to M. Cadillac.

When DeMotte firfl came to America, there came

one Nicholas D'Aubri, a French Ecclefiaflic of very

good famJly connexions. Nicholas went on fl:ore up-

on the weft fide of the bay of Fundy, which at that time

had no name appropriated to it, but was confidered as

belonging to thev/aters of x\cadie. Curiolity, which

had broup-ht him from Eurone, led him into the woods

;

and the boat from which he had landed left him to his

fate.

;His '
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His account of his fuflerings was no doubt rery

pitiful ; for he remained three weeks in the wildernefs,

wandering from place to place under the moil terrible

apprehenfions, until the boat of the fame vefTel, by

accident found him on the Ihore, and reftored him to

the fhip's company.* From this accident the waters

of the whole bay of Fundy were called Frenchman's^

Bay.

The bay has a great many iilands, and in order to

know which ifland was granted to Cadillac, it is necef-

lary to afcertain the main land which was granted op-

pofite to it ; and in order to find the main land grant-

ed, it is necelTary to find the ifland.

It is faid that the heirs of Cadillac, have made fsveral

unfuccefsful attempts to reclaim this grant, againfl the

Britiih government, on the eail fi.de of the bay, where

very probably it was originally intended to be. The
inner part of the waters called Frenchman's Bay finally

gained the appellation of the Bay of Fundy, and the

ancient appellation became appropriated to the weilern

fide of the waters, and near to Mount Defert. Madame
De Gregoire, who proved herfelf to be a defcendant of

Cadillac, appeared in MalTachufetts, in the year 1785 ;

and exhibited her claim to the Ifland of Mount Defert,

and to a large trad of land over againfl it, as lying in

and on the waters of Frenchman's Bay. The feelings

of the general aifembly of Malfachufetts, towards the

French nation, were fuch as to prevent a nice fcrutiny 5

and in 1786 fiie was confirmed in a great proportion of

her claim.

There v/ere, anciently, many French fettlements

on that part of the bay, which is oppofite to the

banks
* Abb£ Rayn:.], and Carthicr'r- Voya^^s.
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banks of Mount Defeit, as well as on the iHand itfelf*

The right, annng from dilcovery, feemed to have been

abandoned very early, and that arifing from pre-occu-

pancy was much relied on among the people on both fides.

But in fubfequent treaties, the right of prior difcov-

ery and priority of grants, were contended for between

the Sovereigns, In the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1698,

the French and Englifh attempted to fettle the contro-

verfy, and to eftablifh a Hne between New England

and Acadie. That treaty fixed the eailern boundary of

theBritifh dominions, at the river St. Croix : but dill it re-

mained a queflion which of two rivers this was. The

French contended, that the river now lying on the eafl

fide of the fettlement of St. Andrews, called the Mak-

•agadawick, was the boundary : but the Englilh con-

tended for a large and refpedable flream, twenty

leagues eafl of that, and which is now called the St.

John's.

The truth was, that when the French landed on the

weft bank of what is now the Bay of Fundy, they

ereded a crofs on the land, and gave the whole country

the name of the Holy Crofs, The rivers had no name

at that tim.e, but fuch as were exprefled in the Indian

language, and therefore among the Europeans took the

general name of the country, and were ail for that time

called St. Croix.

Since the treaty of Paris in 1783, the Englifh have

made the river of Schooduck the St. Croix, and there-

by have brought it twelve miles on a ftrait line farther

fcuth than the French contended for.

The feas of North Am.erica were crowded vvith fifh-

ing vclTels from Europe in the early cays of the country.

The fur trade had become lucrative, and in fome

E 2 meafure
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meafure coinpenfated for the difappointment which the

adventurers lufrered in not finding mines of the pre-

cious metals in North, as the Spaniards had in South

America. But the permanent weakh arifmg from the

fifhery, from agricukure, and from commerce was very

foon difcovered to be of more value, and much fuperi-

or to that produced by the bowels of Mexico and Peru.

The expectations founded on the advantages of mines

of gold and filver ore have never failed to produce

idlencfs, profligacy, and diiiipation of manners ; while

commerce, agriculture, and the filheries necelTarily urge

tj^e people to induftry, frugality, prudence, and eco-

nomy : and have a direct tendency to render man an

active, virtuous and refpedable creature. It is con-

cluded, with great ftrength of reafoning, that if the

earth fliould yield a fpontaneous fupport for its ration-

al inhabitants, they would not be fo happy as they now
are : yet they go on comiplaining of the toil, labour,

and anxiety, to which their lot expofes them.

The world, in all ages, has been filled with the groans

and complaints of mankind. The great object fuppof-

ed to be purfued, is a ftate of eafe and leifure ; and all

their labours are directed to it : but it fo happens, that

when the point is fo far gained, as that there is proper-

ty enough accumulated for the accomphfhment of the

end in viev/, the pofTeflbr has encreafed his views, en-

larged the meafure of his talre, or become fo habitually

anxious in regard to his poireilions, that he finds hini-

felf at a vaft diftance farther from a (late of eafe and

quiet, than he was when he firil began his career :

this he confeffes as a folcmn warning to the rifmg gen-

eration, but they purfue his track, go through his fuf-

fcring??; and end their lives like their ancellor, with

favinc;.
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Taying, all is vanity and vexation of fpirlt. Tins pro-

penfity to enjoy an exclufive right to external things,

has, however, its proper ufe in the government of the

world, and is well fuited to the coniHtution of human

nature : It collects the paiTions and inclinations to a

certain point, and direcls the exertions of man to thofe

things which have a tendency not only to prevent evil?,

but to encrcafc the public felicity. While civil foci-

eties ought to encourage this propenfity, and to pre-

ferve its vigour, there never can be a dangerous confe-

quence refulting from ir, if the laws are wifely made,

and equally and inflexibly adminidercd.

We may conclude, that the advantages of tne

northern part of the continent, exciting to induftry

and toil, are much fuperior to thofe in the fouth,

where wealth is expected, widiout the toil and labour

of the proprietor.

But we are under no kind of necelTity to depend

upon abilraft reafoning, for the proof of the compara-

tive excelienc)' cf cur part of Ameiica : the increafe

of populadon, the flourifliing (late of the artr., our im-

menfe quantity of commerce, the refinem.ent of fenti-

ment, and the wifdom of our civil inditutions, all ap-

pear as witneiTes in its favour.

The difcovery of the river of Pifcatawa, by Captain

Smith, in the year 1614, fixed the people in England

to a determinaiion to make a fettlement on that river.

Gorges and IVlafon, being both aQivc members of

the Council for the Aifairs of New England, purfued this

defign with unabating ardour, until they had accom-

plilhcd it,

CHAPTER
'

E ->



62 THE HISTORY OF TH£

CHAPTER IV.

On the Motives and Vieivs of the Firjl Adventurers,

xi OW the Princes of Europe could pofiefs a

iip^ht to grant the lands. on the continent of America,

is a queftion which can never be anfwered in fuch a

manner as to jullify the proceedings that have taken

place under their authority. The continent, when the

Europeans found it,was in the quiet poffeffion of a part of

the human race. Though this was but a rude occupan-

cy, by no means tending to the encreafe of mankind, the

encouragement of the arts, or the promotion of the

fciences, and m.ight place the country on a footing

v/ith an uninhabited wafle, yet the fovereigns of Eu-

rope had, as fuch, nothing to do with it. To quiet

the feehngs of confcience, and to preferve the appear-

ance of juftice, there was a neceffity of raifmg a falfe

fyuem of morals, pretendedly on divine revelation.

Nothing could be better fitted for this purpofe, than a

c::iim founded in an authority infallible in itfelf, be-

caufe it came from the voice of infpiration.

In that age of the world the Eifnop of Rom.e was

confidered by Europe as the Vicegerent of Chrifl, as

poiTelTcd of infallible vvifdom and confequently uncon-

trolable authority. He caft down kings, and difpofed

of empires ; led the princes in fetters, and brought

the mighty fovereigns to the foot of his facred throne.

We now lland afloniflied at this piece of hiflory ; but

when v/e rellei^l that public opinion is the mod forci-

t^le of all human laws, and that the Church had becu

for
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for three or four centuries the engine or indrunicnt of

the ftate, we cannot wonder that flie had gained fuch an

afcendency on the mind of a fanatic age, as to take

her turn to rule.

The Pope was the fupreme infilliblc head of the

Church. The Bible was his charter of anthority, and

the cardinals and leffcr officers under them, were

united with him in the fame point of intcrefl. The
heathen nations were driven out of old before the Jew-

iili Church, and the fame land given again to the hea-

then, when the chofen people in rebellion reflored the

temples of idolatry. In the prophetical language of

fcripture the Meffiah had the promife of the heathen

for his inheritance, and the uttermoll ends of the earth

for his poflfeffion.

Under impreilions of this kind. It was an eafy mat-

ter for a covetous chriilian, or even an ambitious infi-

del, to perfuadc himfelf that the time had arrived, when
thefe glorious promifes were to be fulfilled. The ad-

venturers to America had found the uttermoH: ends of

the earth ; and had difcovered the heathen nations^

who ought either to fubniit to the dogmas of the ho-

ly infaUible church, or to an extirpation by the fword.

However odious this reprefentation may appear at

this day, yet there is too mmch evidence that fome

of the Europeans acted under fuch impreffi;ons, to ad-

mit of a conteft on the fubjecl. But perhaps philofo*

phy, and the natural rights of man, may allign for the

migration to America, a motive more honourable to

the characters of the firlt adventurers, and as well

fupported by evidence^ as the one already mentioned.

The (lile of the day, in which the country was peopled

by Europeans, had like others its peculiarities ; and

E 4 although
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slthough there were among the firil adventurers, men^

who with a degree of odentation, unbecoming a chrif-

tian character, profeffed to be under the infiucnce of

religious principles as didated by divine revelation, in

whatever they did, and to claim a right under the pre-

cepts of religion to the foil which they camie to inhab-

it
;
yet there was a mixture of philofophy and good

policy in their proceedings.

To engage the public attention, while an attcm.pt fliall

be made to exhibit other motives for the extraordinary

exertions of our anceflors, and to affign other caufes

than thofe of puritanifm and bigotry,* for the wonder-

ful eiTects vvliich overflow our country with peace,

Y/ealth, and liberty, it will be neceifary to confider the

characLcrs of the adventurers, and the manners of the

people who were found in the poilellion of Am.erica.

For the fpace of fix hundred years, from the com-

mencement of the fourth century, Europe was agitated

with wars, invafions, and all thofe didrefTes which are

incident to the conqueils of nations. The idea of a

balance of pov/er in Europe is very recent ; and there

was in thofe times, fcmething necefiary, but whic2i

could not be found, to give that centre to the public

opinion, which would fix the bafis of peace and tran-

quillity. At length Chriftianity extended the fpirit of

peace to all thofe nations, and united them in one gen-

eral idea of religion. The avaricious and ambitious

members of the communities, were by this deprived of

their moll forcible arguments in favour of war againft

the neighbouring nations. There could be no longer

a cry for appeafing the ?}2anes of their anceflors, by

(liedding

-
'•'* JoiTeiyn and Goyernour Hutchison have counted too iri-ch oft re-

Jrigipus prejudice^
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fliedding the blood of the human race, or a pretence of

regaining or defending the temples of their gods.

The mortal, and difgraceful controverfies which

were fupported between the Arians and Trinitarians,

when confidered as a controverfy refpecling the doc-

trinal principles of a religion, which breathes only

peace and good will to the world, appear as an un-

accountable phrenzy ; or rather a difgraceful hypocr-

fy ; under the fanguinary banners of which, the men

of ambition led the credulous multitude to acls ofcruelty

highly difhonourable to that religion, which both fides,

with equal confidence, pretended to fupport.

Whether the Roman Chrillian religion breathes

fiaughter and cruelty to unbeHevers or not, yet one

thing is certain, that where neighbouring nations had

been united in their forms of worfliip and relig-

ious fentiments, they always had lefs wars be-

tween them and m.ore humanity towards each other

than there would have otherwife been. When there

were no (landing armies, ready at the call of a fovereign

to invade nations whom he chofe to conquer or

fcourge, it v/as very difEcuIt to produce a motive fufli-

cient to unite the body of the people in a hazardous

and expenfive enterprize.

Had the nations of Europe continued to this day,

united under the Bilhop of Rome, and fubmifTive to

the tenets of the infallible Church, their part of the

world would have exhibited an appearance very difter-

cnt from what it now does. The prefs could not have

gained any degree of freedom, the mind of man could

not have been expanded by thofe noble and laudable

invedigation.^, thofe hold conjedurcs, and thofe manly

purfuits,
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purfuits, which have raifcd him at our day fo far above

what he ever before has been. Therefore, while we la-

ment the wars and diftredes, which have been the confe-

quences of religious diifenfions, yet we may, without

blulhing, acknowledge the advantages that have flowed

from this fource of human calamity.

The mind of a nation feems to be well reprefented

by the ocean, which is forever in motion and tumult,

with but fliort intervals of calmnefs, and yet always, by

the nature of its fpecific v/eight, tending to a ftate of

quiet.

When from the conquefls made by the northern

nations, their expulfion again by the natives of the coun-

tries they had fubdued, the uniting of petty flates, the

confolidation of feparate tribes into emxpires, the union

ofcontending members under the fame fovereign power,

the overthrow of the Roman Empire, and the general

opinion againft, and leagues and treaties to prevent

future conquefls in Chriflendom, Europe began to real-

ize the advantages refuiting from a balance of power,

that part of the world began to reft. There was then

no common enemy againft whom the nations could

unitedly unfheath the fword of war. The petty con-

troverfies between great men there, refpeding the right

to cxercife the fovereignty of their nations, is a fubje£i:

which has no connexion with this hiftory.

The eleyenth century prefented an objeft, which the

princes of Europe thought worthy of their attention.

To gain the polfefiion of the holy fepulchre would be

an achievement, which would refled the moft lafting

honours upon the united powers of ail Europe.

The
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The toil and expenfe, the wafle of men, for the long

fpace of time through which this controverfy was

carried, are unneceffary to be dwelt upon. The cru-

fade againll the city of Conltantine was equally unfuc-

cefsful.

In the fixteenth century the people were again di-

vided in their fentiments of religion, which gave the

monarchs an opportunity to revive the old idea of a

national or (late religion, and which in the European

kingdoms was at length reinfcated in its former force

and efficacy. The lines were drawn ; and each form

of worfhip in the chriftian religion was evinced as the

true one by a cloud of witnefles ; who, under the ex-

treme tortures of the rack, and the flames, gave tefli-

niony to its truth and evangelical purity : yet all agreed

that the unbelieving world were the common enemy :

This Vv^as the only point in which they were entirely

united at that time.

But as the mind of man is naturally turned for

enterprize, there was wanting in that day fonie incite-

ment fuited to the taile of the age. The art of printing,

which may be confidered as a mode of converfation in

the great circle of the world , had then latelybeen introduc-

ed. Whether this invention encouraged and rendered

more general the art of writing or not, we know, that

it was little pra&fed in Europe before, and that it w^as

never known in Rufiia until the fifteenth century. The

ufe of the mariner's compafs, the great conduiStor of

foreign voyages, and the fure diredor of diilant com-

merce, v/as then but a late difcovery.

The Europeans of that age were funk by a civil

derogation of human nature, and acted from the force

of habits refuldn;:: from the feudal fvllcni. There

were
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v.xre fcw perfons befides thofe who were clalTed In two

grades of fubjecls, the lord and the va-Tal, or the maftcr

:ind the flave.

Commerce was but little known, the arts not much
praclifed, and the fciences but little attended to. Though
the crufades were over, vet there were a vaft number
of idle men fupported by the labour of the multitude,

who were, from having nothing to employ themfelves

upon, naturally excited to adventurous deeds, and haz-

ardous enterprifes. The age of chivalry was not over

;

and the religion of the day raifed the imagination to

delight in whatever v/as marvellous. Though the wars,

civil and foreign, had prevented the kingdoms from

being filled v/ith inhabitants
;

yet, in the then imperfed:

flate of agriculture, the yieldings of the foil were not

commenfurate with the wants of the people. Thus
fituated, there feemed to be a necefTity for Europe to find

a place Vv^here her fupernum.erary inhabitants could be

caft. They had no expe£Lation of difcovering a coun-

try, where they eventually found this ; but they hoped

for conqueil in Africa, and for commerce vvith India.

There was finally another flimulus for the Englifli

'and French to this kind of adventure. The Pope had

(granted an exclufive rio-ht of new difcovered countries

to the kings of Spain and Portugal ^ thefe princes

were much devoted to the See of Rome. Francis, the

French king, and Henry VIII. of England, were not fa

much under the Pope's influence. The latter had fet

his authority at defiance, and the former had treated

it with negleci:. Thefe princes could not view with a

tranquil eye, the divifion of one quarter of the globe,

in a manner which excluded them from a fhare in it
;

they therefore made grants, at an early date, to fuch of

their
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their fubjcds as would undertake the labour and ex-

penfe of difcovering and poflelling new countries un-

inhabited by civilized nations. 'J'he king of England

was further urged in this enterprize, by an idea that,

as he had claimed the office of infallible head of the

church in his own empire, and denied the greatncfs

and authority of the fee of Rome, if he fullered the

Pope to grant aw^ay one quarter part, or perhaps, in-

cluding Africa with America, one half of the terraque-

ous globe, the fanatic age in which he reigned might

make comparift)ns very unf^ivourablc to his power

and induence. The fubjeds of thefe princes were urg-

ed by others, bat by as cogent motives as thofe which

governed their mailers. The precious ?JietaIs, before

the difcovery of South America, were far from being

plenty : thofe indeed were acknowledged as the moll:

fuitable reprefcntative of property, and the moit man-

ageable medium of commerce. Money has been lefs

underflood than any other fubjecl which claims the pub-

lic attention : the philofopher has confidered it as a

fubjecl beneath his attention, and the men of the world

regard only the ufe, and the current comparative value

of it. The people in Europe, at that time, were very

far from calculating, that as the quantity of the precious

metals fliould be augmented, their value, as compared

with labour, the ftandard of the value of all property,

would be lefi'ened. They believed that the bowels of

all America w^ere gold and filver, and that the encreafe

of their wealth w^ould be commcnfurate with the quan-

tity of gold and filver which they Ihould produce to the

light. From expectations of this nature arofe thofe

refervations to the crown in the ancient deeds and

charters, wherein one fifth part of the mines of gold

and
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and filver, which might be difcovered, * was to be to

the grantors. The French, on their taking poflelTion

of Acadia in the year 1 604, in confequence of their

ardent expedation of difcovering riches in the earth,

imagined that a very high rock, " between the two

bays of the fea, with curious fmall ftones growing in

it glittering like diamonds, and appearing very curious

to the eye, were of ineftimable value." Some of thefe

were carried to France, and, for a time, received as a

very valuable acquiHtion. The Engiiih had as high a

relifh for the precious metals as the Frenchmen or the

Spaniards. There were other incitements to the pur-

fuit of American poflefrions. The fur trade with the

natives had become very lucrative, and the abundance

of filh on the coaft invited the voyagers to return again.

But above all, the idea of extent of territory, of fhires,

and manors, invited the great, to urge the fmall, to be-

come adventurers, under the hopes of having a better

life of vaflalage in America, than they could obtain in

Europe. The ideas of liberty of confcience, and the

enjoyment of a particular form of devotion, had no in-

fluence on the firil adventurers to America ; though

fuch motives afterw^ards had a fhare in the fettlement

of the Diilri£t of Maine. How far the firfl fettlers of

MaiTachufets, and, of the Colony of New Plymouth, a6l-

ed under a fenfe of the neceflity and propriety of relig*

ious liberty, has been fully confidered by others, and

is very foreign to the bufinefs in hand. There were a

great number of chriftians, called Puritans, in the Dif-

trid of Maine, at an early period : and John JolTelyn,

in his voyages, confiders the fubniiiTion of the people

there

* Cgilby\T voyages, ^vhere he treats ofthe difcovery ofNev'foundlaiid,
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there to the Mailachufetts government as refyltlng from

that caufe.

The charafter of John Mafon has but little conncx-

tion with the hiftory of the Diflrict : becaufe he was

very foon feparated from it by a partition of the firft

charter, made to him and Sir Ferdinando Gorges,

jointly. In the year 1639, Gorges obtained a grant

from Charles I. of the whole Province of Maine : and

as this grant is to be confidered as the origin of the

weflern part of the Diflrict, the character of Sir Ferdi-

nando may be connected with the hiflcry of it.

Sir Ferdinando Gorges was born at iifliton Phillips,

in the county of Somerfet, in the kingdom of Great

Britain, in the year 1573, of an ancient, but not opu-

lent family. He had been an officer in the navy, and

governour of Plymouth in England, and was no doubt

urged by the poverty of his fituation as compared with

others of his rank, to undertake fome adventure that

might encreafe his rent roll : his expectations were very

great from the American adventure but all his hopes

were difappointed, and he finally complained of having

fpent twenty thoufand pounds fterling money, and of

having reaped only toil, vexation, and difappointment.

The people who cam.e to the ether New England

colonies had vicw^s very oppofite to thofe which infpired

Gorges and Mafon. The latter were after manors

and provinces
; purfuing a fyflem nearly allied to the

feudal principles which had prevailed in Europe,

and expected to enjoy the profits at their eafe without

crofiing the Atlantic ; but the former wifhed to get out

of the reach of arbitrary power, and delighted in equal-

ity of civil and religious privileges. Gorges and Ma-

fon were devoted to epifcopacv^ zvA forwarded fettlers

who



72 THE HISTORY OF THE

tvho would promote their views, but the others hated

the hierarchy of the church. The colonies, thus di-

vided in fentiment, very foon became unfriendly to each

ether y and the popular principles held by Maffachu-

fetts, were too inviting to the adventurers to allow

their caflern neighbours to encreafe in numbers. The

diforderly and bad part of the people, found an afylum

in the Province of Maine, and while this encreafed the

number of inhabitants, it rendered the country diforder-

ly and tumultuous. Thus fituated, Gorges and Mafon

united in an unfuccefsful attempt to obtain a general

government over the New England planters.

The rei^n of Charles I. afforded a favourable crifis

for an eflablifhment of fuch a government. Charles

hated the republicans, and well knowing that the New
England colonies w^ere filled with them, he had con-

fidered the extenfive grants of his predeceffors, to the

Council for the Affairs of New England, as dangerous

to the royal preroga.tives, and oppofed to the meafures

he had adopted. Gorges v/as a fum royalift, and

confequently had fome fnare of influence with his

prince : the general government was granted, but the

iituation of the king foon became fuch as demanded all

his care and attention to his own fafety. Gorges

adhered to him, through all his troubles, ruined his

own fortune, and died before the refloration. The

colonies of Mafllichufetts, New Plymouth, Rhode Ifland,

and Connedticut, formed a Congrefs of commifTioners

in the year 1642, for the oflenfible purpofe of guarding

themfelves againft the Dutch, who had taken pouefTion

of the territory on the fouth of them ; and as under"

apprehenfion, that hofdhties might be com.menced by

the Narraganfett Indians j hut. perhapSj a union in an

oppofition
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dppofitiDn to the general government propofed, had as

much weight in their minds, as the danger they appre-

hended either from the Dutch, or the Savages. The

records of the commiiTioners* proceedings are in the.

town of Plymouth ; and appear to be continued in re-

gard to this union from 1642 to 1652. The death of

Charles, in 1648, and the eflablifhment of a pretended

republican government, though both could riot take

away the danger arifmg from the Dutch, cr from the

Narraganfett Savages, yet thefe were fuiiicient grounds

for fuffering the exercife of the united exertions of the

colonies by their commifTioners to be negledled*

Sir Ferdinando was a man of great ambition, very

avaricious, and very defpotic. He was iitipatient under

difappointments ; and was never confidered as a man
of integrity. The flexibility of his meafures may be

imputed perhaps to the inftability of the times, and the

hazardous fituation of the govcrnnient under v/hich he

lived : he adhered to Charles, and the royal fide of the

civil war, until his ruin v/as involved in that of the

caufe to which he had devoted himfelf.

The death of Charles, was the temporary death of

Gorges' patent, and though it was in (ome mcafure

revived under Charles II. yet it languillied until the

colony of Mailachufetts purchafed the territory. The
exercife of the governniellt there, in flile of a colony of

province of Mailachufetts, was very inefficient and

troublefome. From the tenol* of Gorges' patent,

and the ancient papers and grants founded upon
it, we may difcover the intention of the adven-

turers under him. Giving thefe papers a place

in this hiflory, will be confiflent with the plan of it,

and will preferve the evidence qf important tranfaciijn^

F after



74 THE HISTORY OF THE

after the records which now hold the evidence fliall be

loll. The paper, on which fome of thefe are recorded,

is now fo much decayed, and the llrength of the ink fo

far exhaufted, that the writing is fcarcely legible. A
few years more,will take the letters out of the reach of

the eye, and turn the enquirer over to the hiflorian for

information.

The fird: adventurers to South America could have

had no idea of finding a country fdled with the pre-

cious metals. Columbus was in fearch of a new track

fep the Eaft Indies, thofe round the Capes being then

not difcovered. As foon as the mines of Mexico and

Peru were opened, the Europeans changed their taflc

for chivalry and conquefts, to a moil violent propen^-

fity for the obtaining of wealth by fortuitous

events : and, therefore, the hrft adventurers to

•^he northern part of the continent, paid their

attention principally to that obje<5t. The Savages in

North America, by their natural fagacity, difcovered

the leading paiTiou of their vifitors, and encouraged

the fruitlefs purfuit, by informing them of mountains

of ore W'hich never e>;ifted, and of riches in the interi-

or parts of the country which have never yet been

found. The White Mountains, which are placed north

north weft from Cafco Bay, have a fmgular appear-

ance when viewed at a diftance ; their tops are white

like fnow. There wa? an early expedtation of finding

a gem, of ipimenfe fize and value, on this mountain i

it was conjectured, and it is yet believed by fome, that

a carbuncle is fufpendcd from a rock, over a pond of

water there. While many in the early day of the

country's fettleu.ent believed tlu.s report, each one was

afraid that his neighbour ihpuld become the fortunate

proprietor
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proprietor of the prize, by right of prior pofiefTior.

To prevent this, credit was given to the tale of the na-

tives, that the place was guarded by an evil fpirit, who

troubled the waters, and raifed a dark miit, on the ap-

proach of human footfteps : this idea was neceflary to

thofe of avaricious credulity, who had attempted in

vain to obtain the prize, and were in hopes of a more

fortunate adventure.

There was another tradition, that three hills of rocks,

were fituate up Saco River, about forty miles from the

fea, as full of filver as the mountains of Peru : fully

perfuaded of this, William Phillips, of Saco, purchafed

thefe mountains of Captain Sunday, a Sachem, in the

year 1 660 ; but he, or his poflerity, have never been

able to pollefs the expeO:ed wealth from thofe hills.

Under an impreiTion, fo very unfavourable to the

intereft of fociety, as well as fubverfive of the quiet of

individuals, but at the fame time fo much cheriflied by

many, the people in Nev/ England continued, and

received from an accident a deeper influence. A Span-

ifli galleon had been loll near the Bahama Iflands^

The veiTel had a great quantity of bullion on board,

and the expectations of a vaft number of the people in

France, Spain, England and America were fixed upon

obtaining fo great a trealure from a fortunate difcovery

of it. William Phips, w^ho was born on a peninfula on

Monfeag Bay, and within the town of Woolwich, was

a man of great induflry, enterprize and hrmnefs : like

Julius Cxfar, he knew how to dirtinguifii difficulties

from impoliibiiities : the former he was ready to en-

counter on proper motives; the latter, he had too

much underilandhig to attempt. In his day there was

^ very extraordinary delufion abroad in the world j

F z vifions.
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vifions, dreams, witchcrafts, and familiar fpirits, were

every where talked of : and the good man, who had a

dream, which turned out to be true, or which as the

phrafe then was, came to pafs, was confidered as a prs-

phet, and the fecret of the Lord was with him. This

temper and fpirit, whatever was the real caufe, raged

generally at that day through Europe and America.^

Many innocent perfons fell as vidims to the delufion, un-

der an accufation of their having entered into fpecial

covenants with the devil, and having deiived miracu-

lous power from, him.. This horrid confequence of

the dementia, did not extend to the Province of Maine,

or to the territory of Acadie : the people profecuted,

fled into thofe places from the fvvord of deftrudion,

Mr. Phips had removed from Sheepfcott tp Bofton,

where he engaged in the bufmefs- of Ihip building. It

was reported, that he had dreamed where the galleon

was laid^ . Whether his extraordinary fpirit of enter-

prize, led him^ to undertake the fcarch of the wreck^

and taking advantage of the delufive fpirit of the times,

he pretended to the favour of a vifion which he never

had, in order to Drocure aflillance in an undertaking^

whch a rational calculation might not render worthy

©f the hazard attending it } or vvhether having placed

his imagination upon the fcheme, his mind embraced

the objed in an agreeable manner, when he was afieep,

or whether there vv'as a divine fpecial influence in his

favour, is not yet decided. It is very certain, that his

fuccefs in the bufmefs, was an event which raifcd him

to fm^ular honours, and to great ufefulnefs In his dav^

He was afterwards governour of Mailachufetts, by the

royal authority, under the new charter of 1692, and

kad the dignitv of knighthood conferred, upon him.

la
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In the early day of civilli:ed America, the fhips of

Europe did not cover the ocean, and control every

floating thing, as has fnice been done : nor could the

maritime powers extend a correftive hand to the

American feas, fo as effedually to prevent piracies :

and the infant governments here, ivere too feeble, fe-

parately confidered, and too much divided among

themfelves, to unite in raifmg a force fufficient to pre-

vent the robberies, which diflrelfed the coafls. But

neceflity will finally give force to every thing within

the power of human exertion. Thofe rovers were at

length fubdued, and fbme of them executed : fome of

them, previous to their execution, flattered the perfons

to whom they had accefs, with the idea of great v/ealth

being hid by the pirates on the fea ihore, and at plac-

es remote from the fea. Thefe confellions were made

^nder the delufive hope of obtaining pardons ; but

t\Le money has never been found. The temper of the

times was fuch, that the public mind would not bear a

debate on the greatefl abfurdity, or a contradiction of

the mod palpable error, without the danger of conten-

tions or commotions : perhaps it was owing to this,

that Sir WiUiam Phlps never difclaimed the idea of a

fpecial divine interpofition in his favour. He was lib-

eral for the time in vvhlch he lived. This was evinced,

by the methods \vhich were ti-ken by himfelf and his

wife to fave from deftrudion fome of the diflreffed peo-

ple, who were under the fentence of deaih for witch-

craft. It w^as neceiTary, in the fyllem adopted by the

Romifii church, to eftablifli a power incomprehenfibie

to human reafon, and too facred for rational invefliga-

tion. The alliance betv/een the throne and the altar

was well formed by Confcantine. The advantage

K 3. which
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which the latter might derive from a clofe connexion

with the former was well underftood by him. Though
t'le realm of England had been fevered from the pow-

e : of the Pontiif by Henry VIII. yet the myfleries of

t'le Church continued in a great degree. All govern-

ments which have attempted it, have found it to be an

arduous undertaking to alter the habits of the body

of the people : and in a country where there

is any fliare of freedom, there is no way to do it, but

the flo^v procefs of perfuafive reafoning, and th-e tempta-

tions of interell and emolumqpt.

The controverfies between the Protelliants and Cath-

olics were Xvarm, becaufe religion had only an oilen^

fible concern in it, v/hilfl the politics of the country

were the origin and fupport of the conteft. As the

quarrel of the DilTenters and the Epifcopalians had

but Httle to do with religion, the church of England

mud: have funk, if there had not been an earthly,

powerful, and infallible head to give it fupport.

"Without fecular authority to punifh for grofs infidelity,

the church would foon be robbed of ths attribute of

infallibiiitv in di\~ine thing-s. The fovereisn of the
y o o

empire had the mod fecular authority, and was there-

fore the mod fuitable head for the chuch. The rcr

ligion of the DilTenters was tinctured with the princi-

ples of republicanifm, which led to equality in matters'

zs well civil as ecclefiadic ; and therefore naturally

cppofed itfelf to" monarchs, prelates, and every fpecies-

of dignitaries. The firll fettlers ofNew England were

iviirenters, but had no more enthuiiafm in this country,,

than they left with their brethren in Europe. Sir Fer-

dinando Gorges was as v/arm in the caufe of the na*-

tijnal churchj as he v/iis in that of royalty ; and the

r adventurers-
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adventurers who came out to his province were

t)f his fentiment in both : but they foon began

to waver, when they got into the neighbourhood of the

other New England colonies. There never was any

thing like perfecution in the Diftricl of Maine, nor was

there much pains taken, in the firft fettlement of it,

to eftablilh a regular fupport for the clergy : the want

of this was a great injury to the people, for experi-

ence fully advocates the point, that without a regulai*

fixed mode of ellablifhing teachers of piety, religion,

and morality, a country can never be made virtuous and

happy.

There is a great degree of evidence in favour of re-

ligion, refulting from the certainty that all nations have

found the profeflion and practice of it neceffary to their

peace and profperity. That which tends, obvioufiy, to

render man happy here, and to fecure his happinefs

hereafter, mufl emanate from the tender Parent of all

beings, and mufl be right. If the firfl fettlers of New
England, erred through a zeal upon this idea, we can-

not but applaud their motive, if we cenfure their con-

ducl.

The characters of feveral individuals, who w^ere of

note among the firft planters in the Diftria: of Maine,

fhall be hereafter given, in a place movG proper than

this.

CHAPTER
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I C H A P T E R V.

Of the Manners of the Natives.

Many conjectures have httn publiflied, re,

fpeding the origm of the Americans : but \vhen the
curious inquirer has puriued this long beaten track,

through the wide field of ingenious conjedure, until

the chace is ended, he fits down amufed, and perhaps
delighted, but by no means fatisfied with any one hy-
pcthefis.

That the extreme northern parts of Europe, contains

a race of men, living in the mod favage ftate of barbar-

ity, dwelling in dens and caves under the earth's fur-

face, and refembling in their appearance, and in their

manners, the Efquimaux and the Greenlanders of
America is v/ell known ; but whether the anceilors of
thofe en cur continent migrated from the other, or

whether the anceflors of the Fiiilanders and Laplanders^
ferried themfelves over the icy ocean, from the frozen
coafiis of America, to find a more comfortable climate

in the fam.e degree of northern latitude in Europe, is

not yet decided ; nor is it yet fettled whether the na-

tive Amxericans were a race of men who never had th§

remxoteil connexion with the Europeans.

There is a great degree of fimilarity between the

original inhabitants in every part of our continent.

The men appear as having no beard. Some writers

fay that nature would furnifh the Savage as liberally

=^ith this mark of virility, as flie does the European,
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but that there is a uniform refiftance to her operations

in this point.*

It is very extraordinary that this fubjecl fhould be op-

en to controverfy at this date. The evidence however

is in favour of the natural diflintlion ; for the favages

are feen at all times, and in every part of the continent

without a beard. That they pluck it out by the roots

depends upon the teflimony of men, who fpeak rather

from conjeSure than from fads under their own ob-

fervation. To oppofe thefe, there are circumftances

which are very itrong indeed. The writers refpecling

the Indians in the fouth, fay that the fick and the aged

are negleded -, but no one defcribes an aged or fick

man with a long beard ; nor has there ever been found

in the furniture of a favage's camp, an inftrument

adapted to the ufe of plucking out the beard.

The men are defcribed as having a contempt for the

other fex, and as quite infenfiblc to the charms of fe-

male beauty. Where the excellency of the perfon lies

in bodily flrength, agility, and prowefs, the deficiency

of the lem^ale in thefe endowments mull: place her in a

contemptible point of view. It requires a great degree

of refinement in the manners of a nation to give the

fair fex their rank, and to raife them to a proper pitch

of eftimation.

In fome parts of America the women are enured to

toil equally with the men ; in others the hufbands feel

themfclves proudly raifed above the drudgery of hard

labour, and lay the whole burden on their wives.

One cuftom generally prevails ; the women nurfc

their children until they are fix cr fcvcn years old.

The men are averfe to having a numerous ilfue. The
Abbe

* Iloblnfon^ Carver, and JofTylen,
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Abbe Raynal apologizes for this apparent defect, by

faying that the fupport of animal life, by proper nour-

ifiiinent, is the firlt, and the loudefl call of nature ; and

that men depending upon the precarious provifion of the

chace, have but little time and lefs inclination for the

foft fcenes of dalliance. Nor can they have ftrong

^'ifhes for the multiplication of their fpecies, where the

means of maintaining life are fcanty and depend upon

fortuitous events.

No traces of the European arts have been found iri

North America. There appears to have been fome

approximation to the arts in the South. The firfl ad*

venturers to South America, found the favages as hav-

ing made fome beginnings towards the art of painting,

of drawing pidures, and of making images as well as

in that of architecture. The dav/nings of civilization

were difcovered by a fixed form of focial worfhip ; and

though the mind of the traveller was fliocked at the

idea of human facrifices, yet there Vv'as a kind of apology

contained in the recollection that this practice had for-

merly prevailed in countries more civilized. Much la^

hour had been fpent on roads and bridges by way of

public expenfe in South America ; but nothing of that

kind was to be found to the northvv^ard of the Miffjfip-

pi. Fortifications, and towns walled for defence, were

found in New Spain, but there was no appearance of a

regular fortification north of the Chefapeak.

The drefs of the Mexicans and Peruvians were very

flight ; none of them had garments as a defence againft

the weather ; but tliey delighted in the rude ornaments

fuited to a favage pride. In the northern parts of the

continent, the rlyid vnnters uro-ed the inhabitanto to

fortify
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fortify themfelves with the ikins of the wild bcafljr,

againft the froft of the climate.

The remains of regular fortifications are now feen on

the banks of the Ohio, and large fcpulchral piles or

mounds are exifting in that country ; but who raifed

thcfe, or whence came the numerous hordes which have

been gathered th^-e to fepulchral honours, is and ever

"will be unknov/n. If the licenfe of a ecnjedlure mighn

be indulged, I would inquire, whether the wars of th:j

northern againil the fouthern nations, might not make

the banks of the Miflifippi, and of the rivers which pay

tribute to it, the ancient theatres of bloody contefls ?

In that part of America, the remains of fuch fortifica-

tions are found as were at firlt difcovered in South

America ; thcfe m.ufl have been raifed by the people

of Mexico and Peru, becaufe the northern nations

never pofleffed the art. Had the northern Indians

been capable of fuch means of defence, the remains of

their forts at leaft, would have been feen. The north-

ern people of all nations, have been found to poflefs

more flrength of body, than thofe of the fouth ; and

from that circumflance, or from envy, becaufe the

fouthern people have excelled them in (kill, there have

been perpetual conflicts ; and why is it improbable

that the northern Indians-, like the Goths and Vandals,

overran a great part of the continent, and drove the

fouthern tribes from their line of forts on the MifTifippi,

and raifed the piles for their dead, which are now
found in that part of the country.*

When the country of Louifiana, lying between the

Miffifippi and the Gulph of Florida, wa& difcovered, it

was

* General Parfons- communication to the American Acadamy, an4

Dodlor Cutler's account of his travels en the Ohio.
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was found to be inhabited by numerous fmall tribes of

Indians, independent of, and perpetually at war with

each other : thefe are the common effeds of a difiblu-

tion of government, and are generally found in a fpace

where contending powers have alternately ufurped a

dominion over the wretched inhabitants. The French

adventurers to that part of the continent defcribe the

people found there, as the remaining crumbs of a bro-

iien and difperfed nation.*

The original inhabitrmts of Spaniih America, as well

as thofe in Louifiana, and on the Chefapeak, w^ere not

fo flrong and robuft as thofe found in New England

and Canada. On the fame degree of latitude fouth of

the equator, the people v/ere found to be more vig-

orous and (Irong than they were nearer the line.

The northern latitudes, from forty to forty fix degrees,

produced men in a much higher flate of perfedion

than the natives either more northerly, or nearer the

eauator.

The Savages found in Canada were in no w^ay differ-

ent in their manners, in their fize, or in their habits

and cuiLoms, from thofe on the fea Ihore of New Eng-

land. They were tall, ftrait and nervous ; their niuf-

cles ftrong, and their eyes fmall and piercing. They

had great agility of body, and were as remarlvable

for a kind of favage cunning, as for any thing eife.

The eafy w^ay of communication through the rivers

and lakes, between the Atlantic and the borders of

Canada, rendered the Savages, inhabiting both, more

like one nation, than they vvxre in the fame width of

circle any where eife.

* Voltaire, and Abbe RaynaJ.
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On the north part of the continent, in what Is now

called Greenland, the natives are defcribed as not being

more than four feet in height. Their heads are large,

and out of proportion to their bodies 5 and their hands

and feet are exceedingly fmalL*

The people of the Efquimaux feem to be under the

fame fentence of degradation : their lize is nearly the

fame with the Greenlanders ; their faces are flat, their

nofe fmall, and their manner of Hfe more wild and

favage. The Efquimaux depend altogether on the

bounties of the tide for their fubfiftence.

The Greenlanders and Efquimaux are both alike

intrepid and adive in their attacks on the whale, on the

fea dog, and on other animals inhabiting the waters of

their coafts ; but the whale frequently gives many of

them at once, with the flroke of his tail, to the multi-

tude, which under his monflrous fhadow feek their food

among the fragments of his board. Thefe people have

no incentive to a regular courfe of exertion of their nat-

ural powers : a deiire to fatisfy the immediate calls of

animal nature, without any provident attention to fu-

turity, is their only aim. No keen ambition fxres their

breads, urging them to conqueft and dominion ; or

prompts them to the deilruclion of their own fpecies.

Perhaps the prefence of a favourite female may urge

the enamoured Efquimaux to feats of valorous activity

againil a fea dog ; but as the paffion of love is feldom

raifed in their bofoms, their fouls are dull as their

winter nights ; and we have no reafon to believe them
to be capable of a lively flroke of fancy, or of one ray

©f brilliant imagination..

I have
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I have faid that there is a great degree of fimllarity

smong all the people found m the new world. This

IS in general true. The people of South America are

not fo black as thofe who are in Canada, The former

are ofa reddifli brown colour, but the latter are as black

as the lighter coloured Africans, and have but a very

liide of the red mixed in their countenance.

The Savages of North America poflefs fonie habits

very much in common with thofe of the fouthern part

of the continent. Their governments were nearly the

fame, excepting that the fouthern Indians had empireSj

feparate in their dominions, each acknowledging one in-

dependent fovereign. The other parts of the continent

w^ere under the vv^eak and inefficient dominion of petty

princes, or fachems, to whofe governmeut very little

refped: was paid.

The appearance of the men in each part of the con^

tlnent, as to fliape and fize, was fmiilar, excepting what

has been obferved, that in the mid v/ay between the equa-

tor and the highefl degrees of northern and fouthernlati-

tude, there might be obferved a higher degree of perfec-

tion in the human frame than v/as to be feen nearer to the

line. In South America, there were tribes or families

of Indians of a complexion which was never feen among

the northern nations. ' A pale afliy colour was there

confidered as a mark of degradation fixed on thofe

whofe lot it was to have it : and the fame grade of dif-

tinclion feemed to be preferved by the others againft

them., as is preferved in civihzed America, betv*xen the

white and black people.'*^

The favages had very few inducements to fpeculativs

inquiries ; moved by the force of appetite alone, they

formed

f Robertfon's Hlltory, and Voluii-^'s Manners of Nations*
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formed no abilrad ideas, nor had any regard to the

confequences of, or apprehenfions refpeding future

events ; from whence their language was marked with

poverty, and their figns of ideas not complex or mul-

tiplied.

PubHc religious ceremonies are generally the firfl

marks of civilization, and the folemnity of marriage

the next : upon the firft depends in a great meafure

the habits of virtue and moraUty : on the fecond, the

good order and regularity of civil fociety. The con-

tra6ls for marriage among the fouthern Indians were

not fo permanent as they were among the Indians in

that part of the country which we have under con(id«

eration -, but they had made greater progrefs in the

eitablifhment of forms of focial worlliip. In the fouth-

ern part of America, the ftate of helplefs infancy is

fooner over than it can be in the more rigid and fevere

climates of the north ; and therefore the continuance

of the marriage contract between the parents is not iO

necefl^ry. Among thcni the care of the mother may
be amply fufficient to rear the young Savage to a (late

of independence, w^hile the tender attention of both

parents may be demanded for that purpofe further to

the northward. In all parts of the continent, the

wives were obtained by purchafe, and confequently

coniidered as they arc in Afia, a higher order of flavcs
^

^ and were treated as fuch by their hufbands. This

meafure is afngned by fome writers as the caufe oi the

fterliity amorig the American v^^omen.^

The only objecl of parental care among the favages

Is to preferve the life of the child, and to prevent a de-

formity Oi body. The natural appetite, with the ex^

amples

* Abbs Haynal,
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amples arifing from the exertions which are neceflary

to the procurement of daily fubfillcnce, are fully fuffi-

cient to introduce the young Savage to the m.yfteries of

the chace, and to accomplifh him for the few duties

refulting from a rude life. The young man having

derived but few benefits from his natural parents, very

foon forgets the obligations of filial refpecl, and on or-

dinary occafions appears to live like a flranger among

the connexions of confanguiniry.

The weak incentives among thofe people to focial

life, afford but a precarious foundation to friendflup
;

and therefore he who looks for favour from a Savage,

or for truth in a North American Indian, mull raife

his hopes upon fomething which will affed: the imme-

diate interefl of the Savage or gratify his prevailing ap-

petite.

The Savages found in the country * fouthward and

weilward of Sagadahock and Pifcataqua, were under

the general name of the Abenaquis. They were divid-

ed in tribes, under particular fachems or chiefs, and

had above thefe higher officers called Bafhabas. But

what the qualifications of thofe officers were, or in what

manner they were inducted, is not afcertained : nor is

their power, if defined among them, fo well known to

us, as that we can defcribe the fines of it. The Indians

eafl of Sagadahock, had from the French the general

name of Etchemins.

The only law necelTary to a ftate of favage life, is that

by which a man can guard his pofTeffion of the article

he holds in his hand ; and the dread of retaliation for

injuries, all the fan6tion v/hich can be had. There

t?ere as few rules efcabliflied for the decifion oi quef-

tions

.- * Parchas, Gorgs'^j RaynaI;Bdknap.
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iJoris of property among the iVbcnequis or Etchemins,

as among any people difcdvered on the globe. T'ley

had no eitabliflied tribunals to apply to for juftice :

nor any executive ofticers to carry decrees into execu-

tion. Their plighted faith for the permanency of mar-

riage contrails, appeared to be more obligatory upon

them than any other general rule. The writers on

the manners of the Savages in South America, and the

travellers among the Savages on the banks of, and be-

yond the MiiTifippi, give an account of thofe people^i;

pradice refpecling conltancy in marriage, and the chaf-

tity of their women, very diiterent from what has been

obferved among the natives in New England, in Aca-

die, and in Canada. It is faid that the women in Soutli

America, and on the banks of the river mentioned,

are proflituted by their parents and huibands for the

gratification of flrangers, and that the marriage con-

tract is frequently diiTolvcd by confent of the parties.

The Savages in our part of the continent have been

rather chaile than othcrwife, and the hufbands have

been found jealous of their wives, and watchful of their

exclufive marriage rights ; and there have been ft'e-

quent inflances of refentment, where flrangers have

been found guilty of rudenefs to the Indian w^omen.

There is no inilance which has fallen within the reach

of my inquiries, wherein a feparalion between hufband

and wife has taken place by mutual confent.

De Motte, in his journal, mendons, as the Abbe

Raynal fays, an inftance, where a young man of his

family debauched a yoUng Savage, and that it was

highly refented by her father, w^ho v/as a duct on the

banks of the Machakadawick, but that the injury was

I
finally compenfated by the marriage of the parties.
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This is very wide from the accouPxts given by Ogilby^

and other writers ; but I believe that thofe large vol-

umes contain a great deal of niifmformation. Per-

haps the praftice of promifcuous cohabitation is a very

important line between a favage and a civilized ftate.

Where we find the public opinion w*ell eftablirned in

favour of the perm.anency of marriage compads, and

in favour of female chaility, there we find the bounds

of civil government commenfurately flrong. and proper-

ty well fecured : and however weak the bonds of gov-

ernment might be, on the natives of North America,

yet the toil of raifmg their offspring in this inclement

country, might maintain an idea of the neceffity of per-

manency in the marriage obligation. Where there is

no idea of civil government, generally fpeaking, there

can be no folemmity in the rite of marriage. A dif-

tinftion of property, excepting what arifes from imme-

diate and unceafmg occupancy, is not to be found

among a people who have no eftabliflied rules of juflice.

The Savages of North America felefted wives, and

though they did not poflefs thofe high degrees of paf-

fion which are found in the breads of Europeans, yet

they had a jealous regard to the exclufive rights of a

hufoand. They indulged themfelves in fome inftanccs

in a plurality of wives, but this was merely a mark of

diftindion which is found among the Anatics, as v;eil

as amongfl the Americans.

Obedience and refpeci from children, depends alto-

gether on the facrednefs of the contract between the

parents. The duty of the father to proteft, and to

provide for his children, depends for its exiflence on

the matrimonial bond alone.

Wha^:
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What rules of dldrlbutive jufllce were eflabllllied

among the Abenaquis is unknown to us, but we may
fafely conclude that they had but very few which

they regarded. Where laws are well made, and

properly executed, there is always a conftant acceiTion

of members and ftrcngth to the community. The idea

of fccurity connects and confolidates different tribes in-

to one nation : we have inftances of this among the

Italian and Grecian tribes, as well as among others of a

iater date. But where there are no eflablifhed tribun-

als or permanent rules of jullice, each tribe is hoflile to

its neighbours, and the fword, without rule or meafure,

decides each controverfy.

Gorges, in his narrative, informs us, that there was

a Bafliaba, near Pemaquid, who prefided over a large

trad of territory : that he was at war with the Tarra-

tines, who cam^e upon him, furprized and killed him,

and carried away all his women, &c. He adds, that

after his death, the Sagamores, having no common head,

made war with each ether, and deftroyed their people :

that the calamities of famine and pellilence, v/hich arc

generally confequent to a war, took place, and fwept

the people away. The account is, that this plague, fo

fatal to the natives, did not affecl the Europeans, who
were in the country : but that they lodged in the defc-

lated cabins of the Savages in perfect fafety.

Dr. Belknap mentions a chief, or king, called a Bafli-

aba, who was found by Smith en the river Pifcataqua :

and James Carthicr, in his voyage to Canada, found a

fovereign of limilar rank.

This kind of empire among the Savages ofNorth A-
merica, was not continued long after the Europeans had

got poffefTicn of the country on the borders of the fea.

G2
'

The
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The Httle we have known among the natives, has led*

U3 to believe, that a very weak kmd of ariftocracy, fup-

ported by the valour and wifdom of a few, upon tlie

interefled feelings of the whole, has been the only gov-

ernment which they were ever capable of fupporting.

Madockawando, was the chief of the Penobfcott tribe.

He v/as the adopted fon of AfTaminafqua. Whether the

chiefs claimed an hereditary right of rule in their fam-

ilies or not, it feems that they had a power to point out

their fucceffor.* If the lav/ or rule for direding the

defcent, or the continuance of power, provided that

when the fachem or chief of the clan found his own

children too weak, or too wicked to govern, he might

appoint a fuitable fucceflbr ; it was an inflitution more

fuitable to juftice, than the practice of fucceffion in Eu-

rope is.

Squando was the late chief on' Saco River, and tl^

Oflipees ; Robinhood, at Sagadahock ; but we hear

of no acknowledged chief at Newichawanic, fince the

one called Paifaconov/ay, fpoken of by Dr. Belknap.-

This chief, according totheDcdor's account, prefided o-'

ver a numberof lefier fachems in thatpart of the country.

There appears, if we take the fale of lands by the na--

tives as evidence, to have been a crreat number offachems

or chiefs, from the year 1660 to the year 1675 ; but we
have no other evidence of their poiieiTmg a'uthority,

than vvhat arifes merely from their executing deeds.-

There is no dependence for evidence of the poireffioa

Qi a governing povv^er, to be colleded from acls of thisf^

nature, becaufe they fold the land every where, and to'

every one who applied ; and for very little confider--

ation, and v/ithout any evidence of an exclufive right'

kx- the grantors. lu
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In a treaty held at Bodon, in the year 1676, with the

government of Maflachufetts, which was then extended

over the Province of Maine and Acadie, as far as Pem-

aquid, Mugg appeared as a deputy from feveral facli-

cms;* which Ihev/s that no one Indian had the fovereign

authority of making peace and war. Had there been

a Bailiaba, with kingly power, extended over that coun-

try, or any part of it, the ambaflador would have ap-

peared as his reprefentative. As there were no wars

between the Savages and the white people in the Pro-

vince of Maine and Acadie, before the year 1675, we
€an have no evidence of a general chief on our pub-

lic records, excepting it fhould be found in the regiflry

of conveyances : there being none there, our enquiries

^ay be terminated without fatisfaction.

The Penobfcott tribe was much under the influence

•.i©f the French j and we l)ave no record of any con-

cerns with them, excepting in one inftance only. One
.Caftine, who had been a Colonel of the regiment of

florignon, and who, according to Voltaire and the Ab-

be Raynal, was a man of family and fortune, became

an adventurer to America, about the 3'ear 1670, and

niarried the daughter of the Penobfcott chief. He was

a mortal enemy to the Englifn, and by his influence

with the Savages did an infinite deal of injury to them.

By him the Savages were at all times filled with a

jealoufy, which the Engliili had not prudence or ad-

drefs enough to diiTipate. That man's character has

.been treated as a mvflerv by liis own countrvmen, and

the writers of that nation confefs that they cannot fmd

any fatisfliclory motives for his conduct.

G 3 The
* riubbaj-d,
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The habitations of the Savages in the Diftrid were

erected by flicking poles into the ground, and forming

a roof with the bark of trees. Thefe were generally

on the banks of the rivers or ponds, where the waters

yielded a fpontaneous fupply of provifions.

If fome of the great men, among the Indians, indulg-

ed themfelves in bigamy, it might be rendered necef-

fary from the lofs of numbers in their frequent wars,

James Carthier, in his voyage of 1593, found a cuftom

among the Acadians, by which the widows were never

allov/ed to marry ; but were obliged to black their

faces vvdth charcoal mixed with greafe, as an outward

fignal of the fituation to which a cruel tyranny fubjecl-

ed them. This, on a fuppofition of a great lofs of

males in their v/ars, might have the appearance of an

equitable provifion : for if fome of the fex were to be

excluded from matrimony, it was but reafonable that

thofe v/ho had once be«n married iliould be the fub-

jecls of the excluding, edift.

That authority which nature gr\^es to the parent,

was not wholly difregarded among the wild tribes of

Gur wildernefs. It is very clear, that the refpecl ren-

dered by children to their parents, is generally com-

menfarate with the dependence the former have upon-

the latter. As the children felt very little obligation to

the Barents for the ^ift of exiftence, and had no dc-

pendenqe on them after they arrived at an age when

they -w^ere capable of engaging in the chace, the con-

nexion which is fo ftrongly fortified, and fo long contin-

iied in civilized na.ticns, v.as focn ended with the na-

tives of America. At v, hat age the young Savage be-

car»£ his own guardian is very uncertain ; nor is it

probable that anv general rule was obfervcd in the tribes^

We
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We are told that one of governour De Motte's fam-

ily attempted in v^in to obtain a daughter of a chief

at St Croix, until by evidence of a fuperior (kill in tak-

ing falmon, he gained her father's confent.

We have no accounts of any idiots, or diilraclcd

people, among the Savages, or of any perfons deform-

ed by ficknefc. Whether they had laws for the del-

truclion of fuch rniferabie objedls, or whether their

manner of life, and the fimplicity of their diet, pre-

vented the produdions which are fo very diftrefiing in

civihzed countries, we niuO: leave to the conjecture of

the curious.

Whether the original people of St. Crois, were a part

of the Pemaquid and Penobfcott tribes is uncertain.

The tribes knowm to us, as originally of Acadie and the

Diftrid of Maine, were the Penobfcotts, the Noridge-

wocks, the Abagadufets, the Pickwockets, the OfTi-

pees, which were a part of the tribe lail m^entioned,

and the Pennycooks, which were a part of the Newich-

awanicks. Whatever other names there may have been,

thefe w^ere the tribes known in that country, and the

others were only divifions of them. Thefe tribes were

all, excepting the Penobfcotts, extirpated before the

peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1747. Thofe of theNor-

id^ew^ocks, who did not choofe to fubmit to the En^r-

li(h government, went away to Canada and St. Croix,

and loil themfelves in the tribes of thofe reg^ions : but

the Penobfcotts 5 as a tribe, and part oftheNoridgewocks,

threvv^ themfelves into the protection of our govern*

ment, and have remained under it until this day.

James Cargill, in the year 1756, was cliarged with the

murder of two of that tribe ; but was acquitted, and

drew a boiuity of two thoufurid dollars from the trcaC*

G 4 ury
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ury fcr their fcalps, as taken from hpdile IndiariS»

The depredations made in the Didricl during the late

French war were committed by the Savages of Canada,

guided by the refugees W'ho had gone over to them

from the tribes which liad fubmitted.

Of the various tribes which once overfuread the

v/ildernefs of Acadie, and Maine, there remains only

iiiven individuals of the Noridficwocks, and lefs than

three hundred of the Penobfcotts. The tribe lall men-

tioned , are extremely anxious at the idea of becoming

extindi:. They caufe their children to intermarry

while they are young, they wean their infants early,

and do every thing within their power, the practice of

temperance excepted, to preferve their nunibers ; but

all is in vain. A few years more will oblige the philo*

fopher to content himfelf with the hiitcry of the fav-

aije life onlv, for there will be no examnles to be fecn.

The natives on the fea coail found great advantage

from the ihell and other hih which thev had in oTcac

abundance. The more fiug^'^iili of the fcaly tribes they

took by fpears, pointed with lliarpeiied bones cr

Hints : and the others v/ere taken v/ith nets made gf

yarn fpun, or rather twilled, from the bark of trees.

They were not fo expert in this kind of manufactory

as the natives on the Falkland lilands are ; but the

great fupply which the oyiler and clam banks affcrdcd,

wdth the bleiTings of the chace, gave them a fubfifLence.

They ^i^ not depend en tliefe alone, but in fome mea-

fure urged the foil for a fupply of bread. The art oi

railirg ma'ze, cr corn, was not much practiied on the

north of Pifcataaua River.

IhrC foil there is very far from vieldin':: to the feeble

2.nd inefiicient attacks of the lavare implements of

halbandry.
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hufbandiy. There is on all the fea coaft, from the

weft to the eaft end of the Diflrict, no foil which could

be moved by the favage tools of agriculture, excepting

in a fmall part of the town of Wells : nor is there any

confiderable quantity, at a diftance from the fea in the

country, which could be fubjeded by them. Whe;e
the foil was loofe, the trees were too great to be felled

by their ftone hatchets, or to be removed by their

fcrength when on the ground. The fubfiilence of

thirty Savages called for as great an extent of territory

as would fupport five thoufand civilized people. Ne-
cefTity, therefore, led the natives to the fea coaft, and

rendered the country back very thin of inhabitants.

The companion of famine, the peftiience, frequently

raged in the interior parts of the country : and De
Motte, in his journal, fays, that in the year 1606, when
he was making his eftablifnment in Canada, the coun-

try was nearly defolated.* The fame obfervation v/as

yiade by the iirll fettlers in New England.

That the Savages in this part of the continent were,

when the country Y/as difcovered5but little acquainted with

the ufe of fire, appears from their eating raw flcfh. This

fact is attefced to by the writer of Purchas' Pilgrims,

and by the journals kept by thcfe who fird came
among them from Europe.

We are well affured that a fudden alteration waa made
»

in their manner of drcfiing their food, in their apparel,

and in their mode of living. They at once quitted the

Luilhenfome ufe of ikins, for. the more eafy garments

manufactured by the Europeans. But nature feem.s tq

have fixed their capacity for refinement to a very nar-

row compafs. Three centuries have rolled on nnce the

Savaoreso
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Savages have lived with people in th^ practice of ufefu!

arts, and their progrefs is not of any note or confe-

quence. The world does not afford another inflance

of this kind ; nor is there any hope remaining that

they will either be loft in a connexion with the white

people, or rife to national character themfelves.

Some of the vices of Europeans they have readily

adopted. The intemperate ufe of ardent fpirit prevails

every w^here with the natives. Though they knew little,

if any thing, of intoxication, before they knew the Eu-

ropeans
;

yet they foon, and univerfally, became devot-

ed to it. We have in exchange from them the ufe of

tobacco : but we have improved upon the ufe of that

mod naufeous weed, by chewing and fnuffing it, which

the Savages never condefcended to do.

The Savages have been accufed of great cruelties in

their Y»'ars, and of exercifmp; the mofl horrible tortures

upon their captives. All nations have at one time or

other confidered the captives of war, as the property

of the captors, and have generally held them as flaves,

-or have parted with them for a ranfom.

The Indians did not want them, nor could they hold

them as Haves, and therefore, in the wars among them-

felves, they had confidered it as lawful to kill their cap-

tives. Their cruelties to the Enc-lifh might arife from a

retaliation for injuries, or from the idea inililled by the

French pricfls, that heredcs ought to be deflroyed.

There never has been one inflance of an unchafle at-

tempt among them on a female captive.

There is fometbing in the nature of a Savage of A-
merica, very diirerent iTom vv'hat has been found in the

Savages of ofher countries. There has been no inflance

in hiHory but v/here the laws and religion of the con-

querors.
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qUerors, and the arts brought with them, have been

eftabUflied among the barbarians found in the country

fubjeded. The ancient hiftorians aiTure us that the

firft inhabitants of Greece hved without intercourfe, or

the exercife of fecial offices with each other : That

they wandered in the fields and woods, without laws or

leaders ; having caves and dens for their habitations ;

that they were ignorant of the ufe of fire, and knew

not how to prepare food, but ate raw fiefh, and fomc-

times devoured one another.

The Savages of America, were by no means fo bar-

barous as thefe : yet the tribes which came from Afia

to take pofleffion of Greece incorporated themfelves

with the natives of that country, and taught them their

religion and laws.

The Ruflians v/ere in the fifteenth century, as has

been before obferved, quite ignorant of the art of writ-

ing, yet they very foon made great proficiency in it.

But there has been no inflance of an American Savage

being able to compofe with propriety, or to trace effects

to their caufes, or connect figures fo as to folve mathe-

matical problems with accuracy and ingenuity.

The combination of founds by fixed and intelligible

characters, was firfl produced in Egypt, but at what

period is uncertain ; be it when it might, it foon fpread

among all the nations of Afia.

Acofta, in his hifiory of the conquefl of IVIexico, as

we have It in Robertfon, fays, that the Mexicans gave

advice of the approach of the Spaniards on the fea coaft

to Montezuma, by fending; him a large cloth, on which

they painted what they had feen. Ilie Peruvians ufed

fmall cords with knots, which aided their recollection,

and ferved as figns. This was the method with the

Chinefe,
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Chinefe.* But we do not find that the natives of North

America were capable of thofe arts.

The nations of Europe did not underiland the ufe of

an alphabet, until a late period ; but when it was pro*

pofed, their genius at once embraced the ineflimabie

advantages refulting from the ufe of it. We do not

find that the Savages of Americaj as a people, have any

tafie or ambition urging them to fuch improvements.

In thofe things where the mere wants of animal na-

ture can prompt to exertion, the Savages of our coun^

try excel in a fpecies of cunning, and artful addrefs,^

ilmjlar to what has been obferved in the fox, the ele-

phant, and other animals of the brute creation ; but

there has never been any Idnd of evidence that their

organs were made capable of the higher enjoyments of

focial refined life.

There have indeed been feme inftances where young

Savages have been taken away from their tribes, and

taught to read, and write, perhaps fomething more :

and there have been inftances, W'here lower ranks of

animals have been taught to do extraordinary things.

But the m.ain diftinclion betv/een the Americans, and

the barbarians which have been found in the European

countries is, that the latter have been always capable

of being infpired with a thirft for fame ariiing fron)

mental accompliihments, but the latter have no con-

ceptions of any other glory than what is the refult of

the ilrength, the beauty, and agility of their bodies.

If Dr. Robertfon's hiftory of South America is to

be relied on, as no doubt it is, there is in many inftan-

ces a diiierence between the manners of the fouthern

and the northern Indians. li: is true, as he obferves,

that

f Hiftory of Ckinai
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that while we can trace the difference of manners in

foine inltances to the difference of climate, yet there

are other circumftances which can never be accounted

for, on that, or any other hypothefis yet given to the

public.

We know but little of wars among the Savages of

North America. It is faid,that in South America, the

Savages treat their captives with the utmoll cruelty."*^

Some writers believe that they are not only killed by

extreme torture, but that their fiefh is fometimes made

food for the captors.

We have the fancy of the European poets, in the

death fongs of the captive Savage, and as the mind de-

lights too much in the contemplation of fcenes of the

mod horrid diftrefs, v/e are led by the extravagance of

fancy, to tragedies which exift in imagination only.

There is no evidence to prove that the Savages of

North America, fi-cquently treated either the natives or

the white people, whom the fate of war had placed

within their povrer, with extraordinary cruelty ; unlefs

in feme few inftances mentioned in the hiflories of this

country, wherein the writers could only relate the fads

as they were reported, at a time when it was abfolutely

neceffary to flimulate the people to revenge, by every

circumflance that could be brought to view.

As there is no evidence either of frequent ads of

cruelty in the Savages of our hemifphere, to their prif-

oners, excepting in the heat of action, and immediate-

ly on the furrender of a fortrefs, or of their inviting the

neighbouring tribes to partake of repafls, ferved up

with hum^an ficfli, it is only neceffary to refer the read-

er,

* Robcrtfbn. This account Dr. Robertfon receives from a number

6f Frecch and Spanilh v.'riters, v/hich may poflibly be depended on.
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er, "who wiflies an entertainment of this kind, to the firfl:

volume of Dr. Robertfon^s hijflory ; where he will find

it tranilated from the Spanifh writers, and faithfully giv-

en to the Englifh readers in an elegant ftile.

In South America, the Savage has but little drefs
;

and what he ufes is chiefly for ornament. That the

burthen of veftments may not be grievous in that fultry

climate, they generally ornament their bodies with

paints.

The Savages of our part of the continent, found the

ikin of a bead neceffary throughout the year ; and

therefore ornamented themfelves by decking their heads

•wdth feathers, and by painting their faces. The alter-

ation made in their drefs, fmce their intercourfe with

the Europeans, is, that they have changed the bear fkin

for the woolen blanket, and the beaver ikins for other

veftments. The men delight much more in ornaments

than the women, and like the South Americans, they

ufe thefe not to increafe their beauty, or to conceal any

defeds in their form, but to infpire their enemies with

horrour.

There is one diriinguiihing feature in the character

of the northern Indians from thofe of the fouthern na-

tions : when the infant is born, the parents wrap him in

the bark of trees, and fwathe him with cords of the rind

in fuch a manner as to imprefs the tender body with a

re^rularitv of iieure, and to prefcrve it in a beautiful

rectitude of appearance. But the Savages of the fouth,

on the contrary, were accuilomed to disfigure their in-

fants, " by comprefTmg the bones of the fluiU, while

-foft and flexible ; fome would flatten the crown of the

head, and fome fouecze them into the fhape of a cone,

and
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and otlicrs would form them as much as pofTible into a

fquare figure."*

On the contrary, the North American Savages had

a real tafte for beauty, and were remarkably tall and

naturally elegant in their appearance. Nor did they

treat their females with the contempt and negleft which

are afcribed to the m^anners of the Savages nearer to the

equator. As they have few ideas, and (till fev/cr words,

the North American Indians have the fame want of

fociability, the fpirit ofjealoufy, and the fame morofenefs

and fullenefs of difpofition as are found among the na-

tives of South America.

The inclemency of the northern {ky <:ompelled the

Savages in North America to pay more attention to

their habitations, than was done by the fouthern Indians.

In South America, or New Spain, fome of the Savages

roam.ed at large, without any particular home. Their

habitations v.^ere mere flight coverings from the rains

under fhelter of the bark (tript from trees ; or in dens

made in the earth ; or in natural caves in the moun-

tains ; where they were hid from the fcorchings of a

clear Iky, as well as from the drenchings of the ftorm.t

In Mexico, Peru, and other places,there were habitations

ilightly ereded, by which towns were formed. In our

hemifphere the Indian's cabin was made with great care

and art. However fmall it might be, yet the roof was

tight againft the rain, and the fides proof againft the

ftorm. A fmall aperture remained for an entrance to

the wigwam, where the mader and the dog entered to

flielter or reft, and before which, a fmall hre warmed

the family within, while reclined on the bear ftvins, or thti

foft leaves of the foreft, or on rufhes wove into mats.

The
* Robcrtfon Vol. I.p. 370. f Ibid.
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The utenfils of the family were very fev/ : a difli made

of wood, or perhaps of a foft fpecies of (tone, and a buck-

et ofbirch bark. In the latter they ferved up the water,

Jf ever they boiled their food, or warmed a liquid, it

was by kindhng a fire round a hollow rock. But their

meats were generally roafled, after they learned the ufe

of fire, their vegetables baked under their fires, and

their bread on flat flones fet up on edge^ on which it

was fpread to receive the heat.

It is faid that they hollowed pieces ofwood, into vv^hich

they put water, and threw in hot fcones to boil it.^ If

this procefs was ever in ufe among them, it was fo much
oppofed to their natural indolence, that it was never

much praclifed. The utenfils of a wigwam were in-

creafed foon after the natives were acquainted with the

Europeans, to a kettle, a diih, a hatchet, and a knife :

in which fliie of living they have generally continued

to this day.

The canoes ufed by the North Americans are made
of the bark of birch trees, peeled with a great deal of

art, and fewed on ribs formed from afii wood : and

conflrucled fo very light, that an Indian fquaw carries

on her head one which will bear eight perfcns over

the waters of a lake, feveral miles, withfafety.

The natives of North America had no form of wor-

fhip ; nor had they an idea offacrifices. Their religion^

whatever the iicenfe of travellers who delighted in re-

turning with marvellous flories might be, was nothing

m6re than fome incoherent and irregular ideas like the

Manichean fcheme. They believed that there was a

great Evil Spirit, and a great Good Spirit,. v;ho govern*

ed
* John OgIIby*s book.
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^d the world ; both thefe they worfhipped ; the former to

appeafe his rage, and to obtain his complacency ; the

other to induce his benevolence to fuppiy, and to pro-

ted them. It is very doubtful, whether they ever had

any idefe of a future (late of rev/ards and punilhments

for difembodied fpirits, before it was taught them by the

minilters of the Chriflian religion.

The fanciful hiftorians have faid much refpeding the

Savage's hope of felicity in fine fields beyond the gates

of death, where he fhould meet his anceflors, and be

happy in a flate of immortality ; this may be all true

refpeding the South Americans, but from any conver-

fation had with the Indians here, or from any thing

which can be gathered from thofe who have been more

with them, there is no reafon to believe that the north-

ern Savages ever had ideas of that nature. They were,

and as yet are very fuperilitious ; believing in a great

number of good and bad fpirits, who under the tv/o

great ones influence their fuccefs and control their fates^

With thefe, they believe fome of their wife men have

a familiar intercourfe, learning the art of deciding on

future events, and from that have an eflablifned habit

m favour of foothfaycrs and fortune tellers.

When the Savage is interred, his friends place his

pipe, his bow and his arrows by him ; this is done un-

der an idea of his future necelfity to ufe thefe imple-

ments of war and amufement. Whether this was

done before the Jefuits promulgated the doclrine of the

refurrc6lion among them, does not certainly appear : if it

was not pradifed before that event took place, v/e may
conclude, that this abfurd ceremony had its origin ia

the crude ideas adopted by the Savages from the gof-

pel txuth : in either way, it ferves as evidence that they

H' had
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had no belief of a flate where the foul could enjo)^

or fulfer, feparately from the body.

There is a praftice in South America, by which the

aged and incurably infirm are cut off from life; under a

pretence of giving relief againfl the oppreflions of age

and difeafe : that this is praclifed in South America,

may be fuppofed true,* but the pradice never prevailed

amiong the Northern Indians. The 'dgtd are treated

with peculiar and very great veneration ; and the Tick

are attended to with as much tendernefs as the rude

ilate of favage life can admit of. An aged Savage is

now exifling in the Penobfcott tribe who has numbered

one hundred years fmce his birth, and who is treated

with very great refpect by his tribe.f

John Carver, the man whofe curiofity obhged him

to travel far among the Indian tribes, tells us, that there

is a great veneration among the North American In-

dians for their aged men, that they regard them as pro-

phets, and treat the grandfathers vtdth more refpeft

than they treat their immediate anceftors.

This traveller gives his readers fome difagreeable ac-

counts of the Vv-ant of deUcacy in the females among the

SavageSjbut does not go lb far as fome more modern tra-

vellers allow themielves to go in thofe difgufting stc-

counts.

* Robertfon.

f Some, years ago I was on the banks of the Kenebeck and faw a Sav-

age v/ho I fuppofed y/as of the Korridgewock tribe. His name was

Quenockrofs. Ke had in his family, his mother and his wife. He had

been wounded in the war, and was lame in one of his feet. His moth-

er was very aged ; he had her in hk cmoe, with a blanket carefully

fpread over her : and when became afnore he kindled his fire, took her

put in his arms, and laid her tenderly dov. n by it. When he had cook-

ed his mef^ he gave it to her, and he and his wife waited until fhe ht.d

done eating. Upon feeing me notice it, he exultingly pointed to her, ar4

i'addyj'h>: -d.-as Lis riiother.
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counts. However unchaile the Savjiges may be in

fome parts of the continent, there is a great want of evi-

dence to prove that to be a part of their character in

this. Govcrnour Winthrop gives us an anecdote in

his journal much in favour of the morals of the Indians

near Bollon. In 1639, an Indian complained a-

gainil a white man for attempting to feduce his wife :

the proof was fufficicnt, and the man was fentenced to

be whipped, and the Savage and his wife v/ere gratified

in feeing the fentence executed. Another anecdote h
given by Charlevoix, from the voyages of Carthier and

i^a Motte. A young female native v\'as feduced by a

Frenchmxan ; the crime was at length made public, in

the ufual mode of evidence in cafes of that nature. The

parents of the young woman were enraged, and would

not confent to a marriage until there appeared to be

an ample provifion for her according to the favage ideas

of fupport.*

The prieils are the phyficians of the North Ameri-

can Indians. We do not fmd that the fick are treated

here as they are treated in South America, by being

abandoned to their fate and neglected.

On the whole we are obliged to conclude, that the

Savages of North America, are, and always have

been, more humane and lefs cruel than thofe of the

South ; or that the Spanifh v/ritcrs, in order to excufe

the unexampled cruelties of their nation, have deceived

the world with tales which had no foundation, but in

the imagination of the hiflcrians : or what may be

H 2 more

* John JofTuI-^'n tells us ihat the young women were unchaile, but

that the married women were faithful to their hurb:Lnd<5. But tliere is

not much dependence to be placed on that \vTitcr*s opiniant, or on the

h€ts he gives to the public.
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more probable ftill, is, that the Spanifh wrkers tverc

indebted for the ftories they have publiflied, to men
whofe avarice led them to travel for the fake ofplunder^

and whofe levity led them to relate falfehoods for amufe-

ment; or perhaps the horrible accounts given by thofe

people refpeding the barbarity of the natives, were

found neceiTary, in order to excufe the cruelty of thejg:

langulnary vifitors.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VI.

Of the European Grants of Lamh.

X HE queflion, whether the fovereigns of Eu-

rope had a right to grant the lands in America, ciia

never be anfwered in the afiirmative, with any preten-

fions to juftice and reafon.

The fovereign is but the reprefentative of his nation,

and as fuch, can never reprefcnt fubje6ts, where they

have no right to appear themfelves ; nor grant that

on their behalf, which they could not grant in their

natural capacity. The idea of a nation's acquiring ter-

ritory, can arife only from conquelt, from pre-occupan^

cy, or from purchafe. There was no pretenfion to a

right by purchafe, and no conqueft was ever made,

before James I. granted the lands on the continent from

the fortieth to the forty eighth degree of northern lati-

tude ; and therefore all the grants of Henry, Eliza-

beth, and James, were nugatory, and but mere imita-

tions of thofe made by the Pope. The grants were of

lands which thefe fovereigns never had in their natural

capacity, nor was the nation, which they reprefented,

ever entitled to the foil. How far the landing men
upon a defencelefs coaft, may be called a conquell:, is

eafily fettled. The writers on the laws of nature, and

nations, all agree, that the conquefc of an inoffending

country is wrong ; but yet the ftronger powers have

always found a pretext to fandion the robbery ; and

the monarch, who commands a^^ invincible armamen^,

laughs at the philofophic difquifitlons of men cf morals,

H q The
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The Savages had not ofFended the Europeans, by any
other injury, than that of not becoming ChriHians be-
fore they had heard of the gofpel. I'here was then, no
caufe of quarrel, or pretext for conqueft. If their not
being chriiUans was a juft caufe of quarrel, they made
reparation for the injury as foon as they could, for they
became converts

; not only fo, but fome of them be-
came zealous burners, and dellroyers of heretics, ac-
cording to the rights and ceremonies of the holy poht-
ical Mother Church.

I faid, that a nation, as fuch, muil com.e to the pof-
fefTion of territory, either by purchafe, orior occupancy,
or conquefl. The origin of a nation is from the union
of a number of individuals, who unite their perfons and
property for mutual defence and fafety. And when it

is thus formed, there is no other mode than thofe above
mentioned^ for it to add to its dominions.
As the earth is given to the children of men, the

origin of all exclufive right to pofTefiion is founded
m a prior occupancy. There has feldom, perhaps nev,
er, been an inflance, in which there was a prior occu-
ipancy by a nation in its corporate capacity. The moft
ancient hidory which we have, is of the fettlement of
lome. of the Grecian flates from Egypt, but it is evident
that before the Titans or other Grangers came, there,
the country was inhabited by a people, who finally in-
corporated themfelves with thofe flrangcrs. The Sav>
ages were found in- polIeiTioii of Anrerica, but have
never yet been incorporated with the Europeans. How
tar their idnd of occupancy, would exclude individuals^
under certain circumilances, from taking polTefhon of
the wildernel^, will bi^conlidered m another place.

k
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It Is very clear, that neither the Pope, or any of the

princes of Europe, had a right to grant the lands of A-

merica.

In the year 1 606, James I. of England, granted all

the lands from the fortieth to the forty eighth degree

of northerly latitude, to the Council eftabliflied at

Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting,

ruling, ordering, and governing of New England in

America ; and in that breadth from the one fea to the

other. Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and John Mafon, being

of that council, conceived themfelves as having a right

to a choice of the lands. It has been obferved, that

the difcovery of Newfoundland, was the difcovery of

North America ; and that the Diflrici: of Maine was

difcovered by voyages from that part of the country.

De Motte was in Kenebec, Saco, and Wells, in the

year 1604 : Captain Smith difcovered the river Pifcat-

aqua in 1614 ; and both thefe failed from Newfound-

land weflward.

"When the country called Naumkeag, and the river

Merrimack, were difcovered by the Europeans, is not

known. But Gorges and Mafon, in the year 1624.,

obtained a grant from the council, of all the lands from

Merrimack River, to the River Sagadahock, or Kenc-

beck. This grant was four years b^ore the grant of

the colony of Malfachufetts to Southcott and others,

but after the fettlement of Plymouth,

When James m.ade the grant to the council of Ply-

mouth, the expectations of the grantees were fixed up-

on wealth from the -mines, and upon rank from the

poffcilion of manors and great eftates. An idea of

cjqualitv in obtaininer tlie metms^of flibfiilcnce from the

labour of each holder of a fee fimple cftate, would have

H 4 Qvenhrown
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o\vthrcv;n all the fpirit of adventure. Even the com-

mon people of Europe had no idea of living in a (iatc

of independence, on lands t.o be difpofed of by the pof-

feiTor at his pleafure, or to be trammitted by legal rules

to his heirs indifcriminately. The people of Europe had

been too long fliackled by the feudal fyilem to have

conceptions of this kind. The ambition of the great,

and the weaknefs of the fmall, were by this means com-

bined to give birth to a New World. And it may here

be added, that the fame caufes have had a pov/erful ef-

fect in rendering that fame world free and independ-

ent. For a fenfe of dependence of the fmali and idle

part of the community, urged Great Britain to feek a

revenue where fne found the fword of Liberty.

Gor^^es and Mafon, v;erc very efficient members of

the council, and went as fully into the idea of manors

and manfions, tenants and vaifals, as any men of their

day.

There has been no age of the world, in which this

siifpoiition to inequality has not prevailed ; this it was

that urged the hordes, or tribes in Ana, and in Europe,

to move, as nations, over lar<>;e tra6i:s of countries, to

conquer the innocent polfeiTors ; or ' to expel them

from ihcii" native foil. This has moved great nations,

formed by a coujjbination of tribes, to deluge the earth

in bleed, without provocation f-'om the victims of their

cruel tv. This has rendered rulers the tvrants of their

fubjecis ; and united the people in their attempts to

fubvert arbitrary fc-vereigntie,^. However the calam^

'ties of cur world may be multiplied by the irregular

ccnducl, and the inordinate paffions of men ; and

however wicked the authors of thele calamities

may be, yet the world proceeds, ur.dcr a wifg

and
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and perfect govemment, which overrules the vices and

follies of individuals for the general good of the whole.

While the grant to Mafon and Gorges exifted, as a

grant under the Council of Plymouth, feveral other

grants were made, which were incompatible with that,

and which proceeded from a total ignorance, in the

council, of the geography of the country.

Gorges and Mafon, found fome people on the ban];3

of Pifcataqua river, who had been induced by Smith's

difcovery to come there for the purpofes of fifliing,

and trading with the natives : Thefe people fubmitted

to the lords proprietors, but the want of a regular form

of government, and of a proper control by the over-

feers, difappointed all the hopes of thofe great m,en.

As the fettlers increafed, the want of government was

acknowledged, and one w^as actually formed in the

year 1640, by them, independent of the proprietary

lords.

The grants of the council interfering with each oth-

er, and each containing independent powers of govern-

ment, which the grantees were too feeble to exercife,

added very much to the confufion.

In the year 1629, the council granted to Richard

Vines, and Thomas Oldham, a trad of land, lying on

the weft fide of Swagadahock, or Saco, extending from

the river four miles towards Cape Pourpus, and from

the fea running eight miles into the country, and con-

tinuing the breadth of four miles. In the fame year

another grant was made, by the council, toThomas Lew-
is, and Richard Benythcn, of a tract on the eaft fide of

the iame river, extending eaft tov/ards Black Point,

four miles on the fea, and holding the breadth of four

r.'_nes. for the extent cf cic:ht miles into the country.

Thefe
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Thefe were all the trails, which were granted by the

council in the Province of Maine, excepting one to John

-Dy, John Smith, and others, and one in the year 1629^

to the old colony ofPlymouth, on the river Kenebeck, a

part of w^hich v/as v/ithin the Province of Maine.

The grant to John Dy and others, from the Coun-

cil of Plymouth, was made in the year 1630. This

grant was very foon transferred to Alexander Rigby,,

who is faid in Hubbard's hiflory to have been of Lan-

calhire in England, but by his conveyances he is ftiled

of Gray's Inn, in London. He afterwards had the

title of Sir Alexander Rigby. This tra£t was called

Lygonia, and extended from Cape Porpoife on the fea

coafl forty miles eall, to what, as the claim then was,

is now called Clabbord Ifland, in Cafco Bay ; and for-

ty miles in extent northward into the main land. This

defcription included the two grants before mentioned

on the river Saco. The tv/o grants to Lewis and Beny-

tlion, to Vines and Oldham, had no powers of govern-

ment annexed to the titles. The grant to Dy and oth-

ers^ which was aifigned to Rigby, had the powers of a

colonial governm.ent annexed to it, and including the

other two grants, exercifed a jurifdiction over a people

on each bank of Saco River. ,The operations of that

government will be mentioned in a proper place. Sir

Alexander appointed George Cleaves his agent. Cleaves

called himfelf, in his proceedings, " Agent to Colonel

Alexander Rhh^Frefident and Froprieicr of the PrGvine(r

of Lygonia :" and in that capacity fold to Gregory

Teffrev two hundred acres of land in the villaf];e of

Cape Porpoife, near the fea ; for the yearly rent of

one farthing an acre. This deed was dated in 1 661 . The

ffime agentj in the fame year, fold to John Eufli, and

Richard
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Richard Moore, four hundred acres each in the fame

village, for the rent of ten fliillingsfterling a year, for each

four hundred acres. Thefe grants are fufficient to ihew,

that the Province of Lygonia extended as far weft as

Cape Porpoife. There was in the early day of the

country one Robert Trelav/ney, who came over at the

inftance of Rigby ; he had a grant of nearly all the

lands in Cape Elizabeth, of the lands on the neck of

Cafco, and extending fome way into the -country. His

feat was at what is nov/ called Spurwink, on the weft

line of Cape Elizabeth, or on the eaft Hne of Scarbo-

rough. Trelawney carried on the fifliery, and had hiB

ftore at Richmond Ifland, on the eaft fide of the en-

trance to Saco River :* he diedfoon after he came ov-

er, and John Winter, who was his agent, obtained ad-

niiniftration of his eftate, from the government of Ly-

gonia ; but Winter died foon after, and Robert Jor-

dan, who came over as an Epifcopaliau minifter, and

who married Winter's onlv child, took adminiftration

fiX\. Winter's eftate. Trelawney's heirs had returned to

England, and being engaged, on the royal fide, in the

dvil war then exifting in that country, they paid no

attention to the adventure of their father : this oblig-

ed Jordan to feek a recompenfe for the ferviccs ren-

dered by his inteftate, in the court of Lvfronia ; and in

the year 1648, the whole grant from Rigby to Tre-

lawney was fet over to Jordan, in recompenfe for Win-

ter's demand. There is now in the Diftricl: of Maine, a

numerous pofterity of Parfon Jordan, w ho are in pof-

fcifion of a great part of the land derived from Tre-

lawney, but there is a great and valuable part of it

v/hich tliey liave loft by neglect, and by the iifual clafh-

ing of indeterminate jifants in thatDiftricl.

Cleaves
* Winthj-op's Joiirnul. JolIU\r.*s V-jyag^s.
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Cleaves made feveral other grants which are main-

tained at this day ; amongft thofe is one to Michael

Mitten, of lands in Portland, which is held by the fam-

ily of Brackets. How Sir Alexander Rigby became

divefted of his government, will be fhewn hereafter-

But this grant lad mentioned, appears to be under the

title of Gorges, from whom Cleaves had alfo an agency

dated in 1646* There was a grant made in the year

1629, by the council of Plymouth, to Eldridge and

Aldfworth, of a trad between the rivers ofDamarifcotia

-and Gorges, including a number of valuable iilands,

•and extending to the head of the tide on both river$.

When the danger from the Savages was over, one

Drcwne and others appeared to claim that land, as the

ailigns of Eldridge and Aldfworth. To this claim the

fettlers oppofed the title of Walter Phillips, under th?

Indians, and the grants from governour Dungan, under

the duke of York ; but the patentees prevailed, and

eiiablifhed their title.

The grant made by the Council of Plymouth, to the

colony of New Plymouth, is defcribed as " all that tract

of land, or part of New England, in America, which

lyeth within, or between, and extendeth itfelf from

the utmofl limits of Cobifecontee, alias Commafacontee,

which adjoineth the river Kenbec, alias Kenebekike,

tovv'ards the Weftern Ocean, and place called Neguam-

kike, in America ; and nfteen miles on each fide of

the river commonly called Kenebec River,'^ This

grant was made in the year 1620, and the confidera-

tion expreffed is, that the colony of New Plymouth

had no convenient place for trading or fiihing within

their territorv, between the Maffachufetts and Narra-

ganfett countries. The trade intended in this grant,

could
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c^uldbe no other than the peltry trade with the Savag-

es ; and the fifliing, mull: mean the falmon, and other

river fiiheries ; becaufe the colony of New Plymouth,

was itfelf well fituated for the cod and whale fifheries.

This tradt was fold by the colony of New Plymouth,

in the year 1661, for fourteen hundred pounds fterling

money, to Antipas Boiec, Edward Tyng, Thomas

Brattle, and John Winilow. From the fale of the

patent until the year 1751, we hear but httle of it.

The title was fhifted by divers defcents and conveyanc-

es, and very few of the heirs of the original four gran-

tees had any fliare in it. The claim was in the hands

f)f men of great influence in the government, to w^hom

Shirley, who was then governour, was very attentive.

The eafy palTage which the Indians found from Canada,

down the Kenebeck, to New England, rendered the in-

fluence of the proprietors effedual v/ith the govern-

ment, to ered a chain of forts on the river. The forts

called Richmond, and Frankfort, were erected in the

year 1751, and the upper forts, as has been obferved,

afterwards ; and the proprietors afTociated under the

ftile of the Kenebeck company.

Upon the reduction of Quebec, by the Englifh, in

1759, the property of the company w^as much enhanc-

ed in value, and on the treaty of Paris, in 1763, the

value was confidered as almofl above appreciation.

Settlements had been made on both fides of the river

as high as Merr^mieeting Bay, from the year 17 14,

under titles oppofed to that of the company. The com-

pany contended, that the w^ords, to the utmoji limits of

Cobifecontee ioxvards the Wcfiern Ocean^ extended their

boundaries to the fea, including, by other exprelTion&^

'the land for ftfteeai miles en each fide of the river. A
flrong
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flrong argument was fupported on the idea fuggefted

in the patent, that the place granted, was intended for

the accommodations of a fifliery ; which could not be

effecled unlefs the grant extended to the fea. The
word Cobifecontee was, by all parties, confined to the

idea of a river, and it was therefore contended, by the

oppofers of the patent, that the utmofl limits of Cobife-

contee towards the Weflern Ocean, could m^ean only

•that part of the river called Cobifecontee, which was

neareft to the fea. That river lofes itfelf in the river

Kenebeck, at the diilance of forty miles from the fea ;

but in its windings through the country, one bend of

it approaches fo near to the fea fhore, that a line eaft

and weft, through it, will come acrofs the lower end

of Pcwnaiborough, and be within thirty miles of the

mouth of the Kenebeck. To give the patent this con-

llruclion, would quiet all the ancient fettlers under

adverfe titles, and fave the towns of Woolwich, Topf-

town, Brunfvvick, and Georgetown from deilruclicn
;

and yet give the proprietors a vail extent of valuable

territory^ The fuperior court was then compofed of

Mr. Hutchinfon, who was Lieutenant Governour, and

was aftervvards commander in chief of the Province of

Maffachufetts Bay, of Mr. Lynds, Cufhing, Oliver,

and Trowbridge. After many controverfies, in Vvhich

all the eminent lav/yers v/ere engaged on the one fide

or the other, the court gave it as their opinion that

the fputh line of the Plym-oiith patent, was a fine drawn

eaft and weft through that bend of the River Ccbe-

fecontee, which was neareft to the Weftern Ocean.

There can be no pretenfion that this w^as the true con-

ftrudion of the patent ; for there is no doubt, that the

hnd$ granted by the Council of Plymouthj was a tracv

of



DISTRICT OP MAINE. ii$

of land called Cobbefeconteag by the Savages, which

in their language meant the lands where flurgeon were

taken. This fifh was exceedingly plenty in the River

Kcnebeck, and were taken in every part of it as high as

where the rivers, called by the name of Cobifecontee,

runs into it. But the conftru<^ion given by the judges

was popular ; and was, under all circumftances of fet^

tlements under the adverfe titles, very equitable and

juH:. There is fomething in popular opinion, which

never fails to influence the tribunals of juflice in a

country ; and though, where the prerogatives of the

fovereign may be oppofed to the intereft of the people,

the point may be carried againfl them
; yet it is alwayr>

more agreeable to the judges to have a coincidence of

public opinion for their fupport. In the cafe above

itated, the rights of the crown w^ere not concerned, and

•the decifion was popular.

Thefe grants, and patents, excepting that to Eldridgc

and Aldfworth, and that part of the Plymouth patent,

which was on the eaft fide of Kenebeck, were all within

what had been granted to Gorges and Mafon, in the

year 1624. They were crowded on every fide. Maf-

fachufetts began to claim an extenfion of the patent

under which they held, to a line drawn eail and well

through a place or point, three miles north of the moff

northerly part of Merrimack River. Rigby had the

powers of government, and claimed a trad from Kene-

bunk River, on the fea coafl, to a line feveral miics eaft

of Portland, and extendhig forty miles back from the

fea. This included the grants to Lewis and Benython,

Vines and Oldham, on the River Saco ; but they fub-.

raittcd to Rigby's jurifdi(ftion, over the Province of

Lygonia ; and he reciprocated their gocdnefs by allow-
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ing them to feel fecure in his open and exprefs ac-

knowledgment of their title ; though he had the pow-

ers of government. There was no fuperintending

power to corred: the injuries done by one fet of paten-

tees to another : and there were other caufes befides

thofe of clafhing of titles, which produced animofities

amongfl the granters of the feveral patents. Rigby

w^as in favour with the colonies of MalTachufetts and

Plymouth, becaufe he was oppofed to Gorges and Ma-
fon. Thefe colonies had been originated upon the

principles of republican and equal governments ; upon

the idea of liberty of confcience ; and the firfl fettlers

came over that they might enjoy thofe ineftimablc

privileges. The firfl adventurers in the difcovery of the

country, had nothing of this kind in view ; but expect-

ed great riches, from mines, and from ereding exten-

five manors, from which valuable rents were to be

collected. Gorges and Mafon, were full in the fupport

of this original plan : while the principles of equality,

the liberty of confcience, and a participation in the

powers of government, held out in offers by the other

colonies, intoxicated all the fettlers, excepting high

Royalifls, and Epifcopalians, in the territory between

the river Merrimack and Sagadahock, then under the

jurlfdidion of Gorges, Mafon, and Rigby. To cure

an evil fo fatal to them, they attempted divers expedi-

ents : one of which was to obtain a general govern-

ment over the whole.

Perplexed, defeated, and difappointed in their at-

tempts, Gorges and Mafon had almofl given ever their

enterprize^ when an opening was made to give them

relief.

Charles
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Charles I. began to find that his anccflors had done

wrong hi giving the people fo large a (hare in the gov*

ernment. The contentions between the kings and the

nobility had been carried to great lengths, in which,

however, the latter always prevailed. There were

then no (landing armies attached to the royal (landard
;

or fyftems of revenue devoted to a minillry ; but the

kings were dependent upon their fubjecls in common,
civil life, for fupport againft the barons, who had a

multitude of vafTals devoted to their call. The kings,

by grants of territory, of franchifes, and of privileges,

had engaged the people againd the barons : but thefe

grants, aided by the light which'' commerce and

xhe difquifitions upon the great revolution in matters

ofreligion, which was effected under Henry and Eliz-

abeth, threw upon the public mind, gave the body of

the people a tafte for civil and religious liberty.

Charles began to fee that bis arbitrary intentions, oj

what he called the hereditary prerogatives of his crown,

were in danger : wherefore he began to recal the

grants of his predecelTors, under the idea that they had

been deceived. When a fovereign has the inclination

to vacate a charter, he can eafily find a pretext for ir^

and can e{tabli(h a court, who, with great gravity, af-

fected folemnity,and a kind ofplaufibk reafoning, which

men of fenfe defpife but may not dare to encounter,

will aid him in the fraud. Charles had prohibited his

fubje^ls from going over to the colonies before he va-o

cated that grant.

The grant of king James to the council of Plymouth,

was the foundation of all the grants in New England.

To overthrow this would involve the whole in niin.

King Charles was the jr*ore difpofed to this meafurc^

f becaufe
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becaufe all the middle colonies were poflefled by peopl©-

who were themfelves oppofed to the principles, which

he attempted to govern upon ; and held charters for

governments, favourable to republican principles. He
therefore had the grant of James declared void, and af-

fumed the right of granting all the lands in North

America over again.

Gorges and Mafon, fuppofed that they had now
their enemies under their feet, and agreeing to divide

their territory, Gorges, in the year 1639, obtained

irom the King a very extraordinary grant of aU the

lands between the river Pifcataqua, and the river Ken-

ebeck or Sagadahock, and extending one hundred and

twenty miles into the country from the fea. This was

granted under the name of the Province of Maine.

Prior to this grant, the name of Province, or County

of Maine, was never known ; but what legal jurifdic*-

tion there was, arofe from, and was exercifed under

Rigby's Province of Lygonia. We do not find that

any courts, or tribunals of jullice, were erected by

Gorges or Mafon, within the Diflrid of Maine, before

the date of this grant.

After the vacation of the charter before m.entioned,

Charles made feveral grants. Gorges had aid from

his friends in England, and ifwe may take his own ac-

count of his fituation, he realized great caufes of tri-

umph and exultation, when he had carried this im-

portant point.*

Gorges fays, that the whole continent, after the va-

cation of the charter to the council of Plymouth, was

divided as follows: " Beginning from our wefternmoll

bounds, eaftward to where the lord Mulgrave began

* Gorges' iliilorv, 44 and 4-5:
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Hs limits, and ended the fame at the river called Ilud-

fon's River. To the cailward of the river was placed

the Duke of Lenox, fince Duke of Richmond, to

the end of fixty miles eaftward. Next to him was

placed the Earl of Carlifle, and next to him the- Lord

Edward Gorge, and next to him was fetxled the Mar-

quis of Hamilton, next to him Captain John Mafon,

and laftly myfelf, whofe bounds extended from the

midfl: of Merrimack to the great river Sagadahock, be-

ing fixty miles, and fo up into the main land one hui^-

dred and twenty miles."

I believe that an error which appears in this narra-

tive mull have been of the prefs. Gorges gives Maif3n

a place next to the Marquis of Hamilton; and lays that

his otvii Province extended from Merrimack to Kene-

beck ; which would exclude , Mafon entirely, for it is

verv clear that the land divided to the Marquis of

Hamilton, was what is now MauachufettS', and that

Mafon had New Hampfhire, Gorges therefore, by

the river Merrimack intended the river Pifcataquaj,

which on a ftrait line is about fixty miles from the river

Kenebeclc

But to return to Gorges' opinion of his own fitua-

tion, he fays, " Being now feized of v/hat I travelled

for above forty years, together with the expenfcs of

many thoufand pounds, and the bed time of my age,

loaded with troubles and vexations from all parts, as

you have heard, I will now give you an account in

what order I have fettled my affairs in that Province of

Maine, with the true form and manner of government,

according to the authority granted me by his majelly's

foyal charter.''

The
1 -
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The great powers granted to Sir Ferdinando Gorges

by that charter, may be feen by exammmg it ; it is-

therefore given to the reader in the Appendix, No. I.

The civil wars came on in England, in the year 1644,

from which time Gorges negleded his government.

The colony of Maffachufetts feized that opportunity

to extend their claim eaftward; and by taking whaC

is called the partings in Merrimack river for the moft

northerly part of thofe waters, and fixing ^ point thred

miles north of that place, they drew a line eaft and weft

for their bomidary, and carried their patent below what

is nov/ the town of Portland* Gorges died before the"

reftoration, and his heirs would never have reclaimed

their eftate in the Province of Maine, if that event had

not taken place. In the year 1674, an end was put tc

the controverfvy by the fale of the v;hole to John U/herj

who pnrchafed it for the colony of Maffachufetts, for

the fum of fourteen hundred pounds Englifli money, oP

the grandfon of Sir Ferdinando. In the year 1692 the

charter of William and Mary, placed that, together v/ith

Acadie, under the government of Maffachufetts, but the

Frovince had no rif^ht to grant lands eaft of the Kene-o o
beck.

Sir William Alexander had a grant from King

Charles, of the land from Kenebeck to the bay of

thaleurs ; thi^was called Nova Scotia, in honour to

the grantee^s country. A part of it is itill known by

that name. The Enghili court was at that day, from

the influence of the queen, much devoted to France :

:and there is but little doubt, that the grant was made
to Alexander with an intention, that he fiiould convey

it to the French, which he did very foon after the date

<^ his paten.::. The goverament vv*hich the French ex^
•

ercifecl
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erdfed over Acadie, as a part of the Province of Nova

Scotia, or rather as a part of New France, eflabliflied by

the purchafe of Sh" William*^ patent, will have its place

in this hiftorv.

If the French ever made any giants the evidence of

the titles have been carried away by the removal of

the proprietors, and we know nothing of the records-

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, in the year 1637, made a

grant to Sir Richard Edgcomb, of Mount Edgcomb,

in the kingdom of Great Britain, of eight thoufalid

acres of land, lying between the river Sagadahock and

Cafco Bay, at a certain diftance from the fea. The
bounds of this grant were very uncertain ; and the

grant was perhaps intended, rather as an obligation to

locate, and convey, that quantity near the river Saga-

dahock, th?.n as an abfolute grant of that quantity any

where. But the fituation of Edgcomb in England^

after the commencement of the civil w^ar againll

Charles I. rendered the completion of this conveyance

impofiible. In the year 1718, the heir of Sir Robert

attended to this grant, and caufed his claim to be enter-

ed in the book of claans of MaiTachufetts : but noth-

ing more w^as done in regard to it until the year 1756,

when the heir to the eltate of Mount Edgcomb, under

the title of lord Edgcomb, of Mount Edgcomb in the

kingdom of Great Britain, empowered Sir William

Pepperrel to attend to the matter for him. The death

of his dordlhip's agent, laid the title allecp for fom€

time ; but, in the year 1768, the claim was revived by

Nathaniel Sparhawk, Efq. who married the only

daughter of Sir William Pepperell, and who had re-

ceived powers from lord Edgcomb to claim eight

tboufand acres on Kencbeck river. One Springer, of

I '3 Bowdoinham,
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Bowdoinham, was fued by Mr. Bowdoin, who claimed

the land where he had fettled under the proprie-

tors of the Plymouth patent, and as evidence of his

title, fiiewed the patent, and alfo a deed from Abbaga-

dufett, an Indian, which th^ alTigns of the patentees had

purchafed in aid of the extention of their grant to the

fea. The terretenant called to his aid the title of lord

Edgcomb ; exhibited Gorges* grant to his anceftor,.

and a copy of the claim entered in the book of claims-.

The defcription in the book of claims was more cer-

tain than that in the- original grant ; it was there de-

fcribed as eight thoufand acres near the lake of New
Somerf^tt, fifteen miles from Cafco Bay : but the coun-

cil for lord Edgcomb endeavoured to fix it on a grant

fifteen miles from the fea on the well fide of the river

Kenebeck, and adjoining to Merry Meeting Bay, call-

ing that the lake of New Somerfett. Had there been

IK) interefi: oppofed to this conftrudion, and the mat-

ter had ftood quite indiiferent, r-s to the place which

fliould be improved to fupply the grant, that place

might have been fuited to it : but the prior acts of

pofleffion by the Plym.outh proprietors, the Indian

deed produced, and the arguments for extending their

patent towards the fea, fo far as to inciiide the foil in

controverfy, were too powerful for an obfolete inde-

iinite grant ; and his lordlhip loft his cafe, and with it

his title to be a freehoUer in MafTachufetts.

There were perfons who came from England, by

the name of Edgcomb, and fettled on Saco River.

Their pofterity is there now : and it is faid that they

were a branch of Sir Richard's family. The claim

made for Sir Richard Edgcomb, in the year 1718, was

».^de by one John Edgcomb, who lived in the Diftricl

of
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of Maine, and was one of the family of Mount Edg-^

comb in Great Britain.*

In the year 1632^ and for a few years after, Walter

Neal,\vho was agent to Gorges and Mafon, fold lands

on the eaft fide of Pifcataqua River. There are no

other grants, from Gorges and Mafon jointly, to be

found on record.

Another grant was made, in the year 1629, by the

council cf Plymouth, to Beauchamp and Leverett, of a

traO: of land on the river Penobfcott, lying and being

between the river Mufcongus on the fouth weft, and

e^ctending ten leagues north eaft of Penobfcott River,

and ten leagues into the country. The heirs of Brigadier

General Waldo, have the fee of that trad, and the geu-

«ral court have eftabhftied the boundaries of it*

If the European princes had no right to grant the

lands on the Am.erican continent, it may be afked why
thofe grants, which proceeded from the one made by

King James, are now held facred ? the anfvver to tliis

queftion is, that if individuals who, from the nature of

things, and from the exigencies of their own circum-

ftances, were obliged to leave a country filled with in-

habitants, and to feek a fubfiftence from fuch parts of

the earth as were ufelefs to the human race, had come

into the country promifcuoufly, without a power to

whom they were anfwerable for their conduct, and

which, while it defended their feveral pofteffiens again ft

the invafions of each, could fuperintend their condud^

I 4 they

* There is no doubt, but that Gorges and Edgcomb, intended the

lands contained in the grant to be on the well fide of Saco River, which

was the;? called Sagadahock. The Edgconjbs \f lio have been mention-

ed were no doubt of the younger branches of Sir Richard's familv, and
were fcnt over to pofTcfs the territory, which was then in the pofleflioa

oi Dr. SQ\kh a-ud others, ucdcr a grant from the Council of Ply laouths
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they would have been unable to have proceeded in

their fettlements. The fod fettlers, from each Euro^

pean nation, being united in one fovereign power, and

coming to America, under the idea of a government,

had an advantage which a promifcuous unaflbciated

mukitude could not pofTefs. The grants then from thd

feveral princes of Europe, ferved to unite the fubjeds

of each, under the laws of their parent flate ; and to

protect them againft the invafions and hoftile com-

binations of each.

The council of Plymouth, in the year 1629, granted

to Thomas Commock,five thoufand acres in BlackPoint,

now in Scarborough, which are held on the eaft fide of

that town, und^r the title of that grant, at this day.

Ccmmock was the nephew of the Earl of Warwick, and

came^ver in 1663, and died at Scarborough, It ap-

pears, that the council made all their grants in the

years 1629 and 1630. Whether they w^ere thus hur-

ried by an apprehenfion, that the crown would vacate

their charter, and reaifume the power of granting, caii

not now be certainly determined ; but it feems to be

very evident, that they v/ere hurried by that idea, into

the miflakes and confufion which attended their pro-

ceedingSo

A part of tlie grant made to Commock, was after-

w^ards under the difpofal of the proprietors of Scarbor

rough. And a part was fold to jofliua Scotton. One

Joiiylin was an inhabitant within that patent, and re-

mained on the lands until the tov/n was dellroyed by

the Savages in the year 169c. Jofiylin was a great

friend to Gorges, and an enemy of the New England

Puritans^

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIL

Of Titles from the Natives,

1 HERE may be as many objeQions agamH:

^he right of the Natives to fell lands in America^ as

there are againft that of the Europeans : and there

may be, therefore, an inquiry for the origin of land

titles in the country. If a patient hearing is given

Avhilfl a few arguments fhall be offered, it will appear

that neither the Europeans or the Sa\^ges had a right

to fell the lands ; and yet, that the titles are fairly and

regularly derived, and held.

The earth was made for man. Without applying to

any evidence of an exprefs grant, we muft be aiTured,

that man was created with a fuperiority over other

animals, which preheminence gave him the govern-

ment and difpofal of the world. The exigencies of his

nature compel him, by toil, to till the earth for food^

and the faculties of his mind, prompting him to an ex-

cellency in the arts, give a certain indication, that he

was intended to beautify with drefs, and to ornament

with architecture, that part of creation vv'hich was afiign-

ed to him. The propenfities of his nature, irrefiflibly

urge him to multiply his fpecies, while a numerous

progeny mu(t be confidered as the glory of his exift-

ence, and one part of the great defign of his creation.

The nature and powers of the earth, afford convinc-

ing proof, that it was made, uot merely for a fubftance

to fupport the weight of, and to produce food for

animals, but that it v/as intended to employ the

noble
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noble faculties of rational nature, in new modifications

and improvements. This amounts to even a divine

precept, that man fhall cultivate the foil, and carry the

mafs of matter over which dominion is given to him,

to the highefl: pitch of ufefulnefs to which his powers

can raife it ; to neglect to do this, would be criminal,

becaufe, by fuch negleft, he would refufe to exercife

thofe faculties, which his Creator has bellowed upon

him.

That the whole earth is intended ultimately to be

improved, in the highed flile to which improvement

can be carried by men, is a prcpofition that no reafon-

able perfon will difpute. This improvement mufl, in

the nature and conflitution of the world,be progreffive.

The mighty mountains, and the deep and dangerous

moraffes, will in their turn become fubje^t to the haiid

of agriculture, and yield to man a compenfation for his

labour. As the globe fhall be filled with inhabitants,

ncceiTity will compel men to fubdue thofe rugged ridges

which appear now to lift themfelves proudly above

the dominion of human art. The ufelefs places of the

fea, and beds of the unneceifary rivers, will fupport the

high raifed columns of architefture, and bear cities

crowded with bufy inhabitants. Thus, in the general

order of the v/orld, the earth is to progrefs from being

a rude mafs of matter, till it has reached the highell

flate of eleerance to which the nobleft refinement ofo
human reafon can bring it. Separated from a chaos, it

exhibits a barren furface ; then becomes an unin-

habited and defolate defart ; then the habitation of

beaft, and birds j then the haunts of roaming and

unfccial barbarians j tfcen the dwelling of favage

tribes ;
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tribes ; and finally the high cultivated, and beautifully

decorated foil of civilized nations.

To aflert that the Savages of North America had no

property in the foil of the country, will be exprefTing

a new opinion ; and may perhaps draw the attention

of thofe, who feel from habit, or education, the flrong

force of an old and very different one.

To give this queftion a fair chance, it will be proper

to ftate fome general ideas of the origin of property.

Mr. Lock, Vatelle, and other great men, have con-

fidered property in external things, to have originated

from man's annexing his labour to fome part of the

great mafs of matter, and by thus feparating it from

the common flock. The part to which the labour is

annexed, is changed in its form, or in its fituation, and

thereby rendered more ufeful to the perfon by whofe

force it is altered ; while the portion thus rendered apt

for ufe, holds the form, or keeps the pofition to which

the exertion of the agent has brought it, the property

will remain in the man, who has thus acquired it ; or

in fome perfon who by fucceffion, inheritance, or tranf-

fer, on legal principles, fhall reprefent him.

Antecedent to an eftablifhed government, a nation

cannot acquire property : and an individual mufl ac-

quire it as I have dated.

Had the whole human race been created without

ability to gain advantage from the improvement, and

the»cuitivation of the earth, it might bejuflly doubted,

w^helher there could be fuch an idea as that of exclufive

permanent property in land. Indeed, in that cafe, the

earth would appear, not to be made for man, but for

fome fuperior order of animals. But with the powers

and faculties now^poflelTcd by the human race, they arc

exactly
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exaftly fuited to the place in creation which they occu-

py. The cultivation of the earth has been always pro-

grefTing to a ftate of equality : where a country has

been in the poffefTion of barbarians, fome of the mem-

bers of thofe nations, who have poffefTed the art of

calling the powers of the earth into exertion, have mi-

grated to the unimproved wildernefs, and taught the bar-

barous natives the benefits of agriculture. And where

agriculture has been carried to higher perfedion in one

realm than it has been in another, the people of the

former, by parting with the fmall circumference of their

dinted fields, have eirchanged their fituation for

lone, where a larger ihare of fldil and labour has been

renuraerated with an augmentation of produce. And
where a w^ant of fkill, or induftry, in a country, has ex-

hibited one man's field in a fruitlefs po^it of view, his

wary neighbour has generally, at a cheap price, fuc-

ceeded to his polTeflions, and clothed the fame field

with a fmiling harveft.

The land in America, which could fupport one Sav-

age only, according to his mode of living, is capable of

being brought to fupport five hundred. If then the

encreafe of the human race, is the encreafe of glory and

happinefs, and if the glory and happinefs of mankind

is intended by the author of their nature, to be brought

to an higher finite of perfection, that perfedion will not

be completed until the powers of the earth, and the

fea, are all exerted in the fiipport of as great a multi-

tude as can be fupported by both.

If man has a natural right to anV thing, it is to a fup-

port from one of his parents, during his helplefs ftate

of infancy : this he has in common with other animals.

He has alfo an exclufive right to hisbodiiy and mental

powers.
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powers, and confequently a right to exiftence ; and

therefore, when the country is fo full of inhabitants,

that a part mud fuffer, any one of them has an indu-

bitable right to feek fubfiftence in a country lefs crowded.

Ij in the country to which he fliall migrate, there is no

foil but what is the property of the nation exiting there,

or fome individual member of it, he mud come in by

purchafe ; but if he can find a fpot not thus appropri-

ated, he has clearly a right to feize upon it as his own.

The difference of nation, or country, is no objedion,

becaufe the earth belongs to the fons of men indifcrim-

inately, until there is an exclufive appropriation. His

not having force enough to maintain his pofleflion

againjfl his neighbours, is no objection to the principle.

There may be a fuggeftion, that the wildernefs of

America, in the flate it was found by Europeans, was

fuited to the nature, flate, and habits of the people found-

here, and that therefore, it was unjuft for the Europe-

ans to take pofTeflion of the country. There is no ar-

gument in this fuggeflion ; for if the encreafe of man-

kind is an objed, it could not be effeded by the man-i

ner of a Savage life ; and if the author of human na-

ture had intended this continent, as only a field for the

chafe, the earth in America would not have been en-

dowed with thofe powers, which at the fame time in-

vite and reward the hand of agriculture.

We know, that whatever a man in a ftate of nature

becomes fairly polTefTed of, is his, while his pofleiTion

continues ; but the moment he abandons it, the next

polfefibr has the fame claim. There is a quefdon that,

carries the mind near to the- line which divides the

principles of fimple natural rights, from the firfl ftep

to municipal laws* When a Savage has killed his

deer^
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deer, and fatiated his then prefent appetite, he Jiangs

the refidue on a tree to keep it from the wolves and

foxes, until he (hall return : and the queflion may be,

whether his property is flill condnued in the venifon,

cxclufively of all others. Where there is no tribunal

to punHh, there can be no fanclion to civil law ; and it

is very clear, that the Savages had none ; but the fear

of a retaliation may be fuch among them, as to prevent

the violation of fuch a kind of poiTeflion as the one

above mentioned.

"When a whale, or other fifh, is fubdued, either by

a Savage or any one elfe, we conceive that the perfon

who has fubdued it, has an exchinve property in the

fifli. In fubduing the lea animal, thofe who are engag-

ed in the bufmefs, do not gain a property in the waters

which they pafs upon. Nor do the Savages, while they

traverfe the wilds, in the chafe, for fubfiltence, gain si

property in the foil they pafs over. There has been,

no doubt, a pradice for diHin^: tribes to divide the

wildernefs for the purpofe of hunting ; and that

they have generally held fuch divifions facred, there

may be good evidence of ; but thofe divifions were

never intended as the lines marked for tillage and oth-

er improvements. There is a faint fpecimen of agri-

culture among the nations who live on the banks of tht

Lake Ontario ; but the fields are not the inheritable

eftates of families. When the one who has the pof-

feffion dies, the land reverts to the nation, or tribe, and

is by them again alligned to fuch perfon as they chufe

to give it to. V\^e have an inftance of this nature in

the diflrid. The Penobfcott tribe w^ho now exift there,

jire confidered as the ancient pofieffors of a quantity

pf land there. The government has in confideration

"of
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of that, afligned them a larger trad of about the con-

tents of twelve niiles wide, and thirty miles long.

The people of that tribe have no divifion among them-

felves, but hunt in common upon it ; nor does any

part of it defcend to any man or family among them.

As the Savages had no ideas of a permanent ufe and

improvement of the foil, or ever h^ a perfonal, or

individual right in it, or ever by annexing their la-

bour to it, rendered it better, or more apt for the ufc

of man, 1 am led to conclude, that they had no more
property in the foil on which they hunted, than they

had in the waters in which they fiflied. They raifed

fome corn, beans, pumpkins, and other vegetables in

New England and Canada,* but did not claim a per-

manent exclufive right in a particular place, or to any

particular part of the lands.

But if the Savages had no property in the foil, how
can the people of America derive titles from them ? or

if the European fovereigns had no right to grant the

lands in America, why are the titles under their charters

held facred ?

The anfw^er to the firft is, that the purchafes wpre

always of a fachem, or of fome one who pretended to

that dignity of charader. And that if the Indians made
a chief for the purpofe of leading them in war, and to

declare when a war fhould begin, and when it fhould

end ; and to determine on the caufcs of war, and on

fhe motives to peace, it would by no means follow, that

he fhould have power to fell their lands. The Indian

convevances clearly amounted to nothing more than a

contrad, made by the chief, en confent of his tribe,

that the Savages (liould not make war on the white

people

;* OgilLy's Voyages.'
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people for taking lands to a certain extent into poffef-

fion. In this way, we may account for one fachem's

felling the fame trad to feveral different purchafers

:

for if the deed was only an agreement upon peace and

friendfhip, there could, in the Indian's view, be no im-

morality in making the contrail with as many as might

appear to demand it. And a wilh in fome of the Sav-

ages to trade with the white people, and to learn the

art of agriculture, might be a principal motive.

In anfwer to the fecond queilion, it may be obferved,

that by the anfwer to the firfl, it appears that the wild

lands of America, are confidered as not being under

any fpecial appropriation to any man, or nation ofmen,

but as belonging to the common flock of mankind :

and therefore, that he, who ever he might be, who firft

polTeffed himfelf of the fpot with an intention to culti-

vate it, ought to be confidered as the proprietor, in ex-i

clufion of all others.

The fovereigns of nations have always claimed a

dominion over their fubjetts, even when they have been

without the realm : and as this continent was difcover-

ed about the fame time by the Spaniards, the French,

theEndifh and the Dutch, the diflindion between the

fubjects of each, in this country, would have been loll,

if they had not been feverally governed by the laws of

their feveral flates. The fubjecls of the Englifh King

Would have very foon got into deadly contentions

smiongfl themfelves, if there had not been lav/s to gov-

ern them. The bounds and limits of their titles were

indifpenfibly ueceiTary to a flate of civil government j

and fuch boundaries and limits neceffarily led the fet-

tlers to acknowledge a certain fuperintending power ;

from whichjt ^7 ^ ^^2^^ fitlion, appurtenant to royal

preroo-atives^
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prerogatives, they fuppofed they drew their titles. But

the facl was, that they held their titles by a right of

prior occupancy, and the lands have been handed

down by inheritance, or transfer, from that day to this,

under a title originated by taking the land at firll as

the gift of God to man, as foil which had never been

appropriated to the ufe it was created for, until an Euro-

pean polTefled it, and as the right of the firfl poffelTor

who annexed his labour to it.

The grants from the Savages took away one pre-

text to war, and the charters from the fovereigns com-

pelled the planters to be at peace among themfelves^

and led them to acknowledge and apply the fame

principles of government to their property here, as

were applied in the kingdom from whence they came.

That the opinions of the people of diis country in

general, have been contrary to this hypothecs, is no

folid objcdion to it. There have been many inflances^

in v/hich mankind have aded from motives, founded

on principles of which they have been totally ignorant.

Had the firfl planters in North America, feized upon

the wildernefb here, as upon unappropriated and vacant

lands, they would have been obliged to enter into a

compad with the Savages that they fliould enjoy their

pofTefTions without interruption : and as men from

fcveral countries came here at the fame time, the Eng-

lifli were obliged to look to their parent itate for pro-

tection ; and to fome fuperintending power, as an arbi-

ter between the different colonies, and between the in-

dividuals of the fame place or plaJkation.

If nations crowded with inhabitants, could not mi-

grate, the confequence would be, that they mufl die of

hunger, or deitroy each other. In China the people

K have
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have no idea of colonizlag, becaufe there is no p^t of
the world, excepting that empire, which is fuitable ..to-

the fuppofed dignity of a Chinefe : they therefore con-

trive many ways to fanction the deilru6:ion of the hu-

man fpecies, by acts of violence. JMany children are de-

flroyed, by being thrown into the water, and by oth--

cr means, under pretence of their being decrepid, de-

formed, or being born on inaufpicious days. And the~

aged, cr infirm, are difpatched on principles of pity, to

relieve them from an infupportable load of years.

Whether the burning the wives with the corps of their

hufbands, in the empire of Indoflan, is founded in the

fame policy, is not certain. There can be nothing

clearer in reafon and philofophy, than that a people

thus fituated, have a right to change their refidence,

and to gain a f^fifcence on any part of the terraqueous

globe, where they can find the foil, neither appropriated^

or poffefTed with an intention to appropriate it to the

Vi^c for v;hich it was made.

Tliere is an obje^lion to this mode of reafoning,-

which ought to have its full fhare of confideration. If

the Savages cannot be incorporated with the emigrants,

or become civilized as a nation, it will clearly follow,

that they will by degrees be extirpated, and finally

ceafe to exi'l as a nation. A writer is not obliged to

hold himfelf accountable for the confequences of any

oF the. eftabliilied principles, upon which this world is

projected : whether we fee it or not, all are eflabliflied

in wifdom, and vvill beim.Droved for the hifiheft advan-

t?.^2 of the human Ace collectively. The religion of

nature, the light of revelation, and the pages of hiftory,

are combined in the proof, that God has ordered that

nations fhall becom.e extiD^, and that others ihall take

their places. »
'^^^
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The Savage has his day ; and enjoys life according

to the tade and habits he poiTeires ; he cads his eyes

abroad, over the extenfive wildernefs of his wild domain,

and fighs at the apprehenfion that his nation and race

mufl; ceafe to exill, and that his miohtv ibrefts muft

finally bow to human flrength j and that the hills and

the vallies, where he has enjoyed the chafe, fliall be

covered with the cities and the cultivated fields of

white men. His agonies, atfxril, fccm to demand a

tear from the eye of humanity : but when we reflect,

that the extinction of his race, and the progrefs of the

arts which give rife to his diilrefilng apprehenfions, are

for the increafc of mankind, and for the promotion of

the world's glory and happinefs ; that five hundred of

rational animals may enjoy life in plenty, and comfort,

where only one Savage drags out a hungry exiftence,

we fliall be pleafcd with the pcrfpcdlive into futurity.

If there is a contention on this point, it m.ufl be with

the decrees of Heaven, and let them gird on the fword

of contefl who chufe to do it. But without explana-

tion there may be an apparent foundation for a charge

of advancing a polition, that the civilized people may
take the land of the Savages when they fhall pleafe.

It has only been faid, that w'hen a nation is crowded,

fome of the inhabitants have a right to migrate, and to

take lands where they fliall find a country unimproved,

in the way which nature intends. There is no privi-

lege, or right, but what may be practifed upon, in a

licentious and erroneous manner. There is nothing

that has been advanced, which will juftify a man's tak-

ing the land of a Savage, or rather land in a favage

country, but an abfolute ncvefiity to gain a fubfiflence

Y'bich he cannot obtain with out,

^ 2 The
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The idea of obtaining vacant lands to fell again, is

clearly wrong, unlefs the purchafe is made, to promote

a fettlement of a number, in fimllar circumftances of

want and diflrefs. The purchafe of preemptive rights,

either with, or without the licenfe of a government, is

clearly wrong ; becaufe the very form of the purchafe,

is evidence that the foil is not then wanted for the fub-

fiftence of man ) and the anticipation of the poflelTion,

only tends to raife the price to be given, when there

fhall be a neceflity to cultivate the wildernefs for the

fuppcrt of a part of the human race.

If the contrads made by individuals with the Savages

refpe£i:ing territory, were only for an uninterrupted

poifelnon of lands contained within certain boundaries,

it was of great ccnfequence to the governments, whofe

fubje6ls made the contrails with the Indians, that thofe

fhould be fuch, as would fecure that objed ; and the

governments had therefore a great intereft in the fair-

nefs and rectitude of the contrafts. This produced

an indifpenfible neceiTity for each governm.ent of the

colonies, to control, and dire£t the trade with the In-

dians, refpe£ling their fales of licenfe to improve lands.

The colony of Malfachufetts, at a very early date, in

the year 1633.* pafled an a6l prohibiting the purchafe

of lands from the natives without licenfe obtained from

the government.. The deeds of the lands in Concord,

Sudbury, and Marlborough, have an atteflation of fuch

licenfe annexed ; and all tlie titles were undoubtedly

attended with the fame circumilance, fo far as there

were purchafes made within the fettled limits of the

old colony : though there are no deeds on record in

Malfachufetts

* Recited in a law made in 170T.
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Mafllichufetts Colony prior to the year 1640, which

were executed by the natives.

There is fomcthing rather curious in themode of treat-

ment given by the Mallachufetts and by Plymouth

colony, to the purchafes of territory from the natives,

within what is now the Diflrid of Maine.

Gorges and Mafon had been confidered, before the

year 1640, as enemies, in principle, to the Ncv/ Eng-

land colonies ; they were both anti-republicans, and

were ilrong Epifcopaiians. They fettled no orthodox

clergymen, according to what the neighbouring colonies

called orthodoxy, nor indeed did they before that year,

cftablifh or fupport any kind of government 5 or ever

attempt to eftablifh any form of v/orfhip ; nor did they

pay any attention to public fchools. It was very evident

that they held all the Puritan regulations in contem.pt.

Their government over their fervants, valTals, and ten-

ants, from a want of thofe regulations, becamie weak

and inefficient ; and we therefore find their conilant

complaints of being plundered by their fervants, cheat-

ed by their agents, and of being deferted by their

valfals.

The civil wars coming on in England, gave Mailii-

chufetts a fair hope of extirpating a neighbour from

whom ihe in a future day might fuffer. The general

court therefore contemplated an exteniion of their

charter to the eafl, as far as would take in the whole

country to the grant on Kenebeck, made to their fifler

colony. New Plymouth ; this would fwallow up both

Gorges' and Mafon's patents.

Gorges wifhingto have the other coloniias annihilated,

and to have a general government over the whole

country, urged the point of the king's reaiiuming the

K
. 3 lands
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lands granted by his anceflor, and maldng new grajits

of the whole ; and according to this idea, he and Ma-

fon having furrendered their title, he took the charter

in the year 1639 for the Province of Maine.

The MafTachufetts, in the year 1643, ^^i^^ to a ref ^

lution to extend their charter as far eait as Cafco Bay.

They were, however, very confclous that this conflruc-

tion might at leail be a doubtful one, v/herefore, though

they had exprefsly prohibited the unliceufed purchafe of

lands from the natives vvithin their cclony, and though

they extended their colony near to the New Plymouth

patent, yet they cherifned and countenanced the plan

of individuals obtaining deeds of the natives at their

own pkafure, and where they pleafed, in the Province

of Maine, and in as great quantities as fuited their con-

venience, or would gratify their tarie. This mode of

procedure alarm.ed the colony of Plymouth ; for if the

Indian deeds Ihould be held as paramount to the grants

of European princes in one inflance, the idea being

popular, would foon become univcrfal ; and their title

?..s a colony, to a colony, might eventually be rendered

nugatory. To prevent this, in the year 1643, the

government of that colony paiTed an ail in thefe word?.

" It is enacled by the couit, and the authority thereof,

that no perfon, whether inhabitant of this government,

or other, Ihall purchafe, hire, or receive of gift, of any

Indian, or Indians, any lands that ly within the lines of

this colony." By this culony, they m.eant, as well the

patent, as the charter on Cape Cod. They did not al-

low the people on the patent to vote or ad in the gen-

eral court ; or the people there, being few, and incon-

iiderable, did not cbufe it : but as the patent had no

governmental powers, it v/as confidered as under the

l^ws
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laws and G-overnment of the colony to wliicli it was

granted.

The (Tovernment of New Plvmouth, attempted to

eitabliih a government on the banks of the Kenebeck,

in or-der to prevent the evils which they faw would

arife by means of the purchafes from the natives : but

this attempt was too feeble to render their intereft any

cffential fervice. and they found it necelTary to be quit

of the trouble, by a fale of the patent.

A detail of purchafes from the natives, will be a dull

entertainment for the readers in general ; but thofe

who may be inhabitants of the DiftriA of Maine here-

after, may be gratified by finding hi print, a hiilory of

the origin of their titles to their eilates.

The firil conveyance from the natives, which can

now be found, of lands within the DiPtrid:, was made

by Mr. Knovvdes, in the year 1643, to Humphrey Chad-

bourne, the great grandfather of the Hon. renjamin

Chadbourne, Efq. who is ni^v; inpofTcffion of the lands

conveyed.

Another was made in the year 1650, by Mr. Knowlcs,

the fachem of Newickawanick, to Thomas Spencer, of

the lands at Quampeagan, and extending up to Salmon

Fall brook, but how far back from the river is uncertain.

From the year in vvhich Chadbourne purchafed, to

the year 1649, there was a doubtful contefl in the

government of Great Britain, which had a very pecu-

liar eiTecl: on the purchafes from Indians. The lands

had all been granted by the crovrn, and a re-grant had

then been latelv made to feveral noblemen, of all the

lands in North America. If kin?r Charles v/as able to

fupport his contcil againfh the parliament, the Indian

jilles would become nunr-atorv, and be held as void ;

K 4. but
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but if the republican fide fhould prevail, then the In-

dian deeds, as oppofed to royal greints, would be held

valid.

The year 1648 fettled the matter in England, for a

time at lead, and the fucceeding year gave a fyftem of

proceedings refpecling fuch purchafes in this country,

Charles v^as dead, and the republican party ellablifhed ;

and of courfe any claim againft a royal grant would

have weight, among the repubhcans who found thcfe

large patents dangerous to that equaUty, in church

and flate, which was found to be neceffary in a popular

government.

In the year 1649, J^^^ Richards, who lived on an

ifland on the eaft fide of Kenebeck River and near the

fea, called Jeremyfquam, purchafed the Ifland of

Robinhood, the fachem of the country. John King,

who was a witnefs to the deed, appeared before gov-

ernor Bellingham, and made oath that he faw Robin-

hood execute the deed. The governor's certificate, on

the deed, is in thefe words, " John King tellifys upon

oath, that in his prefence Rcbiiihood did feal and de-

liver this writing, unto which he fet his mark as witnefs

to the fame. Taken before me 22 6mo. 1654. Ric-.

Bellingham governor." I do not find any deed, ex-

cepting the two Vv'hich I have mentioned, that was

given before the oaih taken en the deed to Richards

before governor Bellingham. The proof of an Indian

deed before the r^overncr, was zt. cnce oivinr a fanclion

to ail purchafes of that kind, and a complete acknowl-

edgment of the Indians' right to convey. There is no

record of the public opinion en this fubje£t at that day ;

but we have no rcafon to believe that Bellingham

acted againft, or even without the fupport of the gov-

ernment.



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 145

eminent, and the concurring opinion of the people of

the colony.

One John Parker, who lived on an ifland near to

that called Jeremyfquam,andonthe eafl of the mouth

of Kenebeck or Sagadahock River, called by the Sav-

ages Reflvcagan, now called Parker's iiland, purchafed

that ifland of oneDamaze, an Indian, in the year 1649,

with all the land on the w^eft fide of Kenebeck, from

the fea up toWinegance Creek. When this land was

claimed and entered in the book of claims, in the year

17 1 8, it was claimed as a purchafe from Robinhood.

It may be fuppofed that the Indian who fold, had, as

vifual, feveral names. The land on the weft fide of the

river, includes what is called Small Point, and is bound-

-ed by the w^aters of Cafco Bay on the weft. The pur«

chafe of Parker is now the greater part of Georgetown

;

and fome of his defcendants live on the land at this day.

The lands on Arrowfike, or as the Savages called it,

Arrofeag Ifland, w^ere fold in the year 1660 to Roger

Spencer, and Thomas Clark. This ifland contains

the refidue of Georgetown, and has the meeting houfe

upon it. Sir Biby Lake was afterwards interefted with

Clark in the Indian conveyances, but how he capie in

^s of no confequence in the prefent inquiry.

All the lands on both fides of the river Kenebeck,

were purchafed of the Savages, between the year 1649

and the vear 1660.

Kenebis, and AbbagadufTett, fold \.o Spencer and

Clark all the lands on the river, ten miles on each

fide, and up to Neguamkeag and Teconnett Fails.

In 1654, Robinhood fold the town of Woolwich, on the

eaft fide of the river, by the name of Neguafleag, to

Edward Bateman and John Browij. The town is novr

held
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held under the Indian right. The lands on Muddv
River, v/ere fold to Thomas and Samuel York, by Jer-

umpkin and Devele Robin, in the year 1 670. The lands

on the weft ofKenebeck and on S tcvens' river werebough t

by Thomas Stevens, of Elderumkin, and Daniel Robins

Nenement. The river called Stevens' River, took its name
irom this planter's living on the bank of it, under this

'purchafe. The lands over againil Sv/an Ifland, on the

weft fide of Kenebeck, vs^ere fold in the year 1672 to

Margaret Stevens, who v/as, as is fuppofed, the widow

of Thomas Stevens. Near to Stevens' purchafe, and

on the fea, is a neck of line land, called Merryconeag,

now in the town of Harpfwell, which was purchafed in

the year 1674, by one Wiiliftm Lyman ; but after the

purchafe from Gorges' grandfon by the colony of Maf^

fachufetts, and in the year 16S2, the lands were grant-

ed by the government to the college. The Indian

grantee and the college were treated alike by the an-

cient fettlers : neither got any thing of confequence by

their grant.

There was a very extenfive grant of the lands on the

river Androfeoggin, made in the year 1 654 to Thom-
as Purchafe. The people v/ho claim that land have ex-

t mded it far up the river ; but as there is a contell be-

• gun between the proprietors and the commonwealth,

it will not be fair to publifh an opinion upon the extent of

the deed under which the Peppfcott proprietors claim.

Jerumpkin fold the lands on Muddy River to Thom-

as York, in 1670. There has been no claim eilabHlh-

ed under that conveyance. Bstv/een the above men-

tioned tra£ts and the river Saco, there were no grants

of :onfequence madeby the natives; we may there-

f^re return to the Indian titles eafi of the Kenebeck.

Land
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Land which has fmce been called Trott's Neck, fii

the foutherly part of Woolwich, was fold in 1685, by

Agamagus, otherwife called Moxus, Egremet, and

Eflemenfco. IVIoxus was a noted warrior, and an ac-

knowledged chief in his day. It ought to have been

rientloned that the fale of Swrin Ifland, in Kenebeck

River, was made in the year 1667, to Humphrey Davie,

by AbbagaduiTett. This was afterwards claimed under

that title by a Sir John Davie, fometimes called in Eng-

land Sergeant Davie. He was a fergeant at law in

that country.

The fachems called Kcnebis and Abbagadufiett, v/ere

generally united in their grants, and appear to have

fold nearly all the lands on the Kenebeck River, to

one and another, and the greater part feveral times

over.

If any of the Indian titles could have been eftablilli-

ed in oppofition to that under the Plymouth patent,

one made in the year 1649, by Kenebis, to Chrifto-

pher Lawfon, and afligned in the year 1653, to Clerk

and Lake, would have fucceeded. This deed was for-

tified by feveral others, and contained the land up to

the fall of Teconnett, but the proprietors mider it, be-

came difcouraged, and were contented to fettle a line

fouth of Eadern River, where the head of Woolwich
now is.

The Indian deeds lafl mentioned, were obtained

Vv'ith a. view to oppofe the right of the new Plymouth

colony, and were never attended to, until that govern-

ment attempted to eftabliih an exclufive right to the

trade and filhery of the river. To this it may be add-

ed, that the purchafes w'ere made, much under the

countenance



148 THE HISTORY of ths

countenance of the people and government of Mafla-

chufetts.

Walter Phillips, who lived on Damarifcotia Riv-

er, purchafed, in the year 1661, certain lands at the

lower end of the Pond in Damarifcotia, and fo ex-

tending over to Caniflex River northweft, and three

leagues up into the country from the mouth of Frefh

Falls. This deed was figned by Jolle, and his brother,

and Agelke his v.dfe. He calls himlelf the Sachem of

the land there. The deed was recorded in a book

called the Sheepfcott Records in the year 1 66^], Anoth-

er deed appears, as made by Wittenofe, and Eludugles,

to the fam.e Phillips, in 1662, of certain lands whereon

he lived, from Pedgodagowake down below the houfe

of faid Phillips, where the natives ufed to carry their

canoes over to the river CaniiTex. "Where that river

w^as, may be uncertain ; but perhaps it was the Sheepf-

cott. The grantees in this deed were the fons of Jolle,

5ind meant to confine their father's grant. Both thefe

deeds begin wdth thefe words ;
" Walter Phillips may

".veil and peaceably enjoy and pojjefs from the date here-

of," which fliews that thefe grants were intended only

as an agreement not to difturb his poflelTion. The

fame Vv/'ittenofe fold lands at Sheepfcott Falls in the

year 1666.

There were lands purchafed in the year lall

mentioned, oi one Jack Pudding, on Monfeag River,

near Cov.ieagan Narrows. This is now called the

Cowfeagan claim, and held under that deed.

One George Davie, was an early fettler on Sheepf-

cott River, and had his houle not far from WifcalTett

Point. He purchafed a large trad of land in the year

166133 of Vicbodehant, Quaffememcck, and Obias,

alias.
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alias, Daniel Dick Swafli and Diogenies, natives

and Sagamores of Sheepfcott. This purchafe was

to extend to Kenebeck weflward ; but the Cowfea-

gan claim, and the deeds to Clark and Spenfer, have

been fo managed, as to rcftrict the bounds of the

tract to a line within one mile of the weft fide of

Sheepfcott River. The flourifhing village of Wifcaf-

fett is under this title ; and two other deeds, made by

the fame Indians, of the fame date, convey the lands on

-the oppofite fide of the river, to the fame George Da-

vie. Thefe lands came by inheritance and transfer to

a number of wealthy men, who in the year 1734, at

Bofton, alfociated under the name of the Bofton com-

pany : but afterwards held their regular meetings un-

der the name of the Jeremyfquam and Wifcaflett

proprietors.

The Indian wars, which were comm.enced in the

year 1675, and continued with but few and ihort in-

termiflions, until the year 1747, rendered the eaftern

lands of little value to the nonrefident proprietors ; but

as foon as the white people had gained fuch ftrength as

to expel, or reduce to amity the favage tribes near the

fea, the proprietors were very induflrious in recom-

mencing their claim^s, and in reviving their cfbfolete ti-

tles. The Indian deeds, while the boundaries clailied

with, and interfered each other, completely covered all

the grants made by the crown, and the council of Ply-

mouth, excepting a part of Gorges' pr.tent. The
deeds were taken for that purpofe. From this was

produced a fcene of confufion and dillrefs, which re-

tarded the fettlement of the countryp and ruined a great

number of the inhabitants : innumerable law fuits were

commenced.
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commenced, and every title, in its turn, was called 16

the aid of fome fufFering or diftreflcd lettler. The
grants under theEuropean titles conveyed the fame lands

to feveral different grantees, and the Indian deeds did the

fame. This obliged the courts, finally, to come to 2

determination that where there had been adlual en-

tries, and ancient fettlements, thefe fhould be preferred

to any other title whatever. This was done on the

idea that neither had a right to fell. But from this

arofe other difHculties which increafed the number of

unhappy litigations. The government held the Pro-

vince of Maine under a grant from the crown to Gor-

ges ; it would not do to relinquifh that ; wherefore it

was decided that where there had been no aftual en-

tries, or ancient poflefTions, the European titles fnould

have the preference. This principle eflabliflied the

proprietors of the Plymouth patent, in the right to a

large trad of country. The idea of a£lual entries, and

ancient pofTeffions, being fuperior to Indian or Euro-

pean grants, fuggefled the idea of holding againfl both,

by mere polTellion : and as a jury was to try each iffue,

the hope was in a prevaling partiality, let the opinion

of the judges be as it might. Before the time of the

trials on the patents and Indian deeds, there was no in-

ilance of taking pofTefTion without fome colour of title*

All thefe principles and circumftances combined to fill

the country with law fuits and controverfies, to the

great dillrefs and impoveriihment of the inhabitants.

Nor is the calamity yet over ; and it may be added,

that unlefs fome meafures can be taken by the legifla-

ture to put an end to the lidgations, the Biilricl will

groan under the injuiy for & long time to comiC.

There
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There was a deed obtained, in 1694, by governor

Phips of Madockawando, to cover the lands granted to

Beauchamp and Leverett on Penobfcott river ; but the

patent being always confidered as valid, no ufe has

been made of the deed.

When the general court of Maflachufetts, in the

year 17 18, appointed commifTioners to receive the

claims in the eaitern country, a book w^as provided for

the regiftry of the proceedings. This meafure was ne-

ceiTary, becaufe the war, which was then over for a

llaort time, had drawn the people in the Province of

Maine and territory of Acadie, from their habitations,

-and nearly depopulated the country. Befides this, the

titles upon the records, appeared fo numerous and

were fo uncertain in their defcriptions, that fome par*

ticular evidence had become necefiary.

When the book of claims was opened, John Millken

appeared to claim a tracl at the head of Dunflon Riv^

er. His title he derived from one John Alger, his

grandfather, on his mother's fide ; and the evidence

produced to fupport it, was the declaration of an Indian

woman, who in the book of claims was called Jane,

but in the depofitions taken, was called JanapHannum.

She declared, that her hufband furrendered the pof-

feiTion of the lande^ to Alger, and that fhc heard him

declare that Alger fhould have the fame. Alger was

killed by the Savages, and his heirs appeared with

tiieir claim when the v/ar was over. The family oi

Miiikcns, in Scarborough, and their grantees, are in

poireuion of the tracl at this day. The courts always ad-

judged the title to be good.

Notwithflanding the grants from the council of Ply-

mouth to Gorges and Mafon, to Dy, Vines, and Oldham,

on
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on the river Saco, one William Phillips, commonly cal-

led Major Phillips, who lived on that river, purchafed

of the natives all the lands from the fea up into the

country.

One deed, dated in the year 1661, was made by cap-

tain Sunday of Three Hills of Rocks, thirty five or forty

.miles above Saco Falls. This was intended to grants

what Phillips fuppofed was a treafure of great value
^

for there w^as then, and fmce has been an idea, that

fome rocks on Saco River, or near it, which Ihine very

much, by reafon of their having a great portion of

iiinglafs, or talke in the clifts, were richly impregnated

with filver : but there are fo many hills there, which

have the fame appearance, that it has never yet been

afcertained which were the hills intended to be granted.

Nor would it have been of mmch importance where

thofe hills were placed, if another deed had not made

thofe an important boundary.

Fluellcn, or a fachem, called Fluellen Sumptimus,

in his deed, conveyed in the famiC year, to the fame

Phillips, all the lands from Saco River over to Cape Por-

poife River, and fo extending in all that breadth up to

Sunday's rocks. When the foil became of confequence,

it v/as neceiTary to find the rocks ; if the rocks are

really found, yet there has been no filver produced from

the adventure. Another deed was made by an Indian

to Phillips, of lands at the head of Cape Porpoife and

Wells townihips, which are now held in Sanford and

Waterborough under that title.

There has been alv/ays an opinion, that Phillips was

a friend to Gorges* family. The towns of Kittery,

York, and Wells had been granted by Gorges ; Cape

Porpoife lands were held by Rigby, under the

grant to Dy and others. The deeds from the natives
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to Pliillips, contained all the lands on the weft fide of

Saco, as far as the country was then explored, or

known, excepting the towns fettled under Gorges'

grants ; and when Gorges' grandfon fold to Ufher for

the colony of Mailachufetts, in 1676, he exprefsly re-

ferved to Phillips all the lands which he had purchafed

of the Indians. This he would never have done, if

Phillips had purchafed in oppofition to the family's ti-

tle. It may be eafiiy conceived, that when the colony

of Maifachufetts had ufurped the government of Gorg-

es' Province, denied the validity of his patent, and

countenanced the purchafes from the natives, that

Gorges' fon, or grandfon, finding the government of

the republic then fet up in England, adverfe to his in-

terelt, and defpairing of ever being reeitabUihed in his

province, might obtain Phillips' agency to fecure his

own property, and to defeat the claim of Rigby and

Vines, who were adive againd him. That they oppofed

the government of Lygonia to that of Gorges' province,

will appear when we come to treat of the changes of

civil government, w^iich have taken place in the

Diilrid.

There was a fmall grant by a fachem, to Saunders,

Bufh and Turbel, of four miles fquarc, at the head of

Wells and Arundle. The lands are now held under

that deed and incorporated by the name of Coxhall.

Captain Sunday fold to Francis Small, all the lands

betvv'een the Ofiipee Rivers. The original deed, un-

recorded, was found in the year 1770, among the pa-

;
pers of the family, who, with their alfigns, hold the

., towns of Parfonsfield, Wafliington, Limerick, Francif-

. borough, and Limington, under it.

The
L
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The lands on the fouth of the Little OiTipee v/erc

fold by an Indian to the fame Small, and one Nicho-

las Shapleigh of Kittery. They appear to have been

partners in trade, and to have bought the lands of Sun-

day in partner/hip. The tov/n of Shapleigh is held

under that title. Small went to Cape Cod, on the com-

mencement of the Indian vicars, and died there. Shap-

leigh continued at Kittery, where there is a very numer-

ous poflerity of his at this day. He was a man much

in public life, and will be again fpoken of in the

courfe of this work.

There may be fome titles to fmall tradts under the

conveyance of Savages which are not mentioned j but

none have been om.itted with defign.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIII.

A Defnipiion of the anckitt andprincipal Toxvns ; includ'

ing the Incidents in their Settlements^ and the Wars they

have had zvith the Natives,

1 HE Province of Acadie, was, in the firfl fct-

tlement of it, connected with the government of New-
foundland ; and as the country between the Makaga-

dawick and the Scoodic, was fettled originally under

that government, and may be now ccnfidered as a part

of the Dirtrict of Maine, a defcription of it can be no

injury to the defign of this hiftory.

St. Andrews is on a point of land, fituated on

the north of the Scoodic, and on the fouth of the

river which we call the St. Croix, and which the natives

call the Makagadawick. The village of St. Andrews,

and all the country betv/een thofe rivers, contain now
about ten thoufand inhabitants, including thofe who
live on the iflands in Paffamaquaddy Bay. This place

was fettled very early under the French government,

and continued to be inhabited without interruption un-

til the year 1704.

The Abbe Raynal gives a very romantic defcription

cf the manner of Hfe, which the French led in the coun-

try of Acadie. They had no trade, litigation, or

controverfy, according to his fanciful account of their

manners.

Colonel Church, in the year 1704, went up the riv-

er Scoodic as far as he found inhabitants, and deflroyed

all the houfes, and killeu, took or drove away all the

people.

L 2 Wc
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We do not find that the French ever renewed their

fettleLiients, to the fouthward of what we call the St.

Croix, and what the natives called the Makagadawich,

after their extirpation by Church. The treaty of

Utrecht, in 171 2, fettled the boundary at the St. Croix.

In the year 1762, the Province of Ou.ebeck being re-

duced by the power of the Engliili government, fever-

a! perfonr, v. ent to the north of the Scoodic, to begin

an Engliili fetLlement. Whsre the French improve-

ments had been, they found tl\^ land grovvn ever with

young cherry trees and birches : where the buildings

had been deflroyed, they found the remains of chimmies

and cellars. In the cellars were found a great number

of fpades, axes, pickaxes, and other im.plements of

huibandry. The place being well htuated for the fiihery,

and a trade with the Savages, it has increafed in wealth

and numbers fmce the Anglo Americans have taken

the pofleihon of it. While the war continued between

Eno-land and America, the fettlem.ent vvas azain brok-

en up, becaufe the inhabitants hving too near the line

cf the tv/o governments, to take a decided part with

either, w^re fubjeded to the depredaiions of both
;

and were plundered by the privateers of each party.

On the wxfl fide of the Scoodic, where general Lin-

coln now owns the foil, there were French fettlements,

which were deRroyed by colonel Church's party, cr

abandoned immediately after his fucceisful attack 011

that place,

From 16^5 to 1654, the country between Penobfcott

and Sr. Croix, wes in the pGiTelTion of the French."'* The

Sieur de la Metre left fome of his people there in 1603.!

l^he French erected a fort at Mount Deiert, which

place

* Pveport to Cov.nc>], i-J^n. f Ibid.
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place they called Mont Mr.nrell ; the fort they called

Sauveur ; and they were driven away by Sir Samuel -Ar-

gal in 1613.* Thefe were all the ccnfiderable fcttle-

incnts betv/een the river Penobfcott and St. Croix.

There were no ancient fettlcments between thofe on

the Scoodic and the Penobfcott, excepting a few hoiifcs

on the river Machias, which w'ere erected by one Mar-

tion, a French trader. The French nation extended

their claim along the fea (l:ore as far as the Kenebeck,

.and had, on the good harbom's, houfes, or rather (beds,

for the purpofe of trading with the natives. But there

were no permanent fettiements, or good houfes, nor

had thev or the Eng^lilh at that time an inclination to

improve the country for the purpofes of hufbandrv.

In the year 1633, New Plymxouth cclcny fcnt peo-

ple to Machias to fet up a trading houfe ; but the

French, under the government of de TAtcur, killed

two of them and carried the ethers away.f

P E N O B S C O T T.

This is an early feulement, and in giving the hiflcry

of Penobfcott, we give a hillcry of all the towns near

it. The river was called by the French who hrft dif-

covercd and took poiTelTion of it, Pentagcet,! or Pen-

tagoevet.§ The people of the colony of New Ply-

mouth, creeled atradinrr houfe there in the year 1626.

This was three years before their patent for lands on

Ivcncbeckj and before they had any pretence of claim

there : but their pofieilion was in oppofition to the

French claim, therefore they had not any body befidcs

t^at nation to cor' tend with on thefubjccl:.

There
* Purthafe, and Smith. \ Winthrop's Journal, p.'j- 5 7-

X Council Records of M.-ifTadiufctts.

* Colle^^ioii of Voyages, in Coli^ge Library, 8 Vol.

L -.
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There is no* doubt but that the French had tradhig

houfes on the Penobfcott, though nothing is faid of it

either by their writers or ours. In the year 1626, the

Americans of New Plymouth colony took pofTeflion of

the country, and continued there until the place was

taken from them by the French in 1635. The French,

by a (Iratagem, rifled the garrifon in 1632, but the peo-

ple continued their poflefTion until 1635. The man,

ner in which the French reclaim.ed that, with other

parts of the country, will be mentioned hereafter*

The French government held the place until 1654.*

In that year Oliver Cromwell, under a pretence of an

expedition againft the Dutch, at Manhatoes, now New
York, fent one Major Sedgwick, who turned his courfe

that way. Sedgwick took the fort at Penobfcott, and

conquered all the country from thence to Port Royal,

Cromwell granted the country to colonel Temple and

others, who carried on a trade at Penobfcott, until th?

vear 1667, when the country, by the treaty of Breda,

\vas ceded to the French by Charles II. There was

no fettlement by the Europeans for the purpofe of agri-

culture.!

After the treaty of Breda, a Frenchman, called Caf-

tine, took his refidence at Penobfcott. Some people

fuppofed him to be a Jefuit, and others confidered his

perfonal charader as equivocal. All were, however,

convinced of his entir- enmity to the people of New
England. Voltaire, and the Abbe Raynal, confidcr

his charader as a very extraordinary one. They fay,

that he was colonel of the regiment of Carignon j a

man of good connexions, and of good abiUties. He
married

* Report of Solicitor and Attorney General in 1731.

\ Report ofCouncil in 1762.
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married the daughter of an Indian chief, and lived a

favage life, fecluded from the world. In the year

1690, Sir William Phips, with an army from Mafla-

chufetts, conquered the country from Penobfcott to

Port Royal ; and Caftine the younger, and his tribe,

became the profeiled fubjecls of the king of England

at a treaty held in 1693. There were frequent hoflill-

ities commiited by that tribe, after that treaty, which

prevented the fettlement and growth of the plantation,

on the river Penobfcott- The town 1$ bounded on the

eafl: by Sedgwick, on the fouth by the fea, and en the

well by Campden ; and extends up the river to Buckf-

town on the eaft fide, and to Frankfort on the weft

fide. This place has never been, from the firft fettle-

ment of Acadie, until the year 1781, without a garrifon

in it, and has alwavs been dealt with bv the nations un-

der whofe government it has been, as a place of great

confequence. The accefs to it from the fea is very

eafy, the harbour is adorned with a great number of

fine iflands ; the lands are very good ; and the ad-

vantages derived from the fine and extcnfive river

v;hich paffes through it are very great. There are now
within the town thirteen hundred inhabitants ; and

that number is increafmg by the cenftant acceflion of'

new fettlers from every part of the country.

PEMAQJJID OR BRISTOL.
The land where the town of Briflol i3, was granted

to Elbridge and Aldfwcrth, by the council of Plymouth,

in 1639. This town is on the river Pemaquid.

There were inhabitants at Pemaquid before the year

1629 ; for the council for the affairs of New England,

acknowledge, in their patent to Elbridge and Aldf-

worthj that the patentees, by their tenants and fer-

L 4 vants.
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vants, had been for more than three years in the poi-

fefTxOn of the country. There were people conflant-

ly on the fea coall, engaged in trading and filhing,

from the time Vv-hen Sir Humphrey Gilbert took pof-

feflion of it under queen Elizabeth, until a fettlement

was made by the Plymouth council under the grant of

king James. They were flrangers to the ccaft, and

appear from their movements to have been afraid of

venturing far to the fouthward. before the accidental

fettlement took place at Plymouth.

In the year 1629, Elbridge and Aldfworth tookpof-

fefiicn of the lands at Pemaquid ; but their patent

contained no pov/ers of government, and we hear but

little of them before the year 1666. The bands cf

civil government being broken in the mother country,

the people under the patent v.ere left very much to

thcmfeives. Charles I. in 1633, though he had given

up the forts in Acadie to the French, yet he faid his

fubjecis had a right to fifh and trade in the country,*

which declaration brought over a number cf diforder-

ly people.

In the year 1665, there V\as a new claim to the land

under a grant of Charles II. to the Duke cf York,

who was afterwards James II. This grant extended

from the place " called St. Croix, to a certain place call-

ed Pcmaquina, or Pemaquid, and up the river thereof

to the fartheft head cf the fame,! tending to the ii\-

er Kcnebeck, and fo up to the northv/ard, the .fncrtcil

courfe to the river Canad?.'*

The people of Pemaquid, who had never been under

any regular government, were very foon fubmiflive to

this. The power of the reflored monarch, the aduk-

ticn paid himi by his^ friends, the forced refpeci: cf his

enemies,
* Ogiiby.

J-
Ccuncll File--, Repoilin 1762.
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enemies, and the powerful aid of the French nation,

gave a full and ready fubmiiTion to tiie government

which had his countenance and lupport.

In the year 1665, commiffioners who were appoiuTed

by the Duke of York fettled the boundaries between

the towns of Pemaquid and Sheepfcott ; but a particu-

lar account of thofe tranfadions, will do much better

under the head of rc^-coluilons of the governments in

the Dljiria.

Settlements from the year 1665 were increafed in

Pemaquid. There were a number of people who
came down from the Dutch fettlement at the Manha-
toes, or New York. The Duke of York had the

New Netherlands, or what is now New York, granted

him in the year 1664. His governour, named Dun-
gan, was over this eaftern grant, as well as that on the

Kudfon. The fettlements increafed until the year

1680. The government under the Duke erecled a

fort at Pemaquid, near the remains of Vv hich is the ru-

ins of a town : there is yet under the rubbiili a paved

flreet, and the cellars of ncLirly thirty or perhaps forty

houfes. The lands there were granted under the

Duke of York's title, and many deeds, made by his gov-*

ernour have been exhibited in the co^tcds in that coun-

try within thirty years pad.

There are feveral copies extant, attcflcd bv tlic kite

fecretary vVillard, in the year 1730, '* from tl-e re-

cords of Sheepfcott as then in the fecretary's ciFice ;'*

but there is no fuch book of records to be found at tills

day. It is very probable that the book was taken cut

by governour Hutcliinfon, and dellroyed vhcn his

houfe was injured in the time cf confufion refpeclinn

tlie (lamp acl : or perhaps it v/jis bvnncd in the town

lioule
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houfe in the year 1760. This book was the record of

Sheepfcott, kept by Walter Phillips, under the gov-

ernment of the Duke of York, and contained the re-

cords as well of Indian deeds, as of the grants under the

Duke, and under the fame perfon as king James IL

Phillips, when the country was deflroyed in the year

1680, fled to the weflward, and as the tradition is, died

at Charleftown in Maflachufetts. The titles of the

Duke have never prevailed againft the grant to El-

bridge and Aldfworth, nor againft the Indian deeds.

The conveyances were as of lands under the govern-

ment of New York. One conveyance may ferve as

an example, and fhew the tenor of the whole.

" John Palmer, Efq. one of the council in

©^'"'^o his majeftys plantation and colony of New
/ L. s.

j York, and commiirioner for the granting and
^'^"^—^«* confirming of lands within the county of Corn-

wall in the faid colony,

To all to whom thefe prefents fhall come or may

concern greeting. Know ye that by virtue of the coni-

miflion and authority unto me given by the right Hon-

ourable Colonel Thomas DungEn, lieutenant and gov-

ernour of the faid colony, for and in behalf of our moft

gracious fovereign lord James the fecond, by the grace

of God, of England, Scotland^France and Ireland king,

defender of the faith, fupreme lord of the plantation

and colony aforefaid, I have given, granted, ratified,

and confirmed ; and by thefe prefents do give, grant,

ratify and confirm unto John Dalling, of Monhegan,

in the county of Cornwall, yeoman, all that certain

mefuage or tenement fituate lying and being on the

ifland of Monhegan,and whereon the faid John Dalling

now
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now dwelleth : and all, anJ fingular the houfe, cut

houfes, edifices, buildings, ware houfes, barns, flables,

orchards, gardens, enclofures, yards, back fides, and

way paflages, water, water courfes, lights, eafements,

profits, commodities, advantages, hereditaments and

appurtenances whatfoever, occupied, pofleiled, or en^

joyed, or attempted, deemed, and taken, as part or

parcel or members thereof, or any part or parcel there-

of, and alfo the feveral other parcels of land there now
fenced or inclofed by the faid John Bailing for planting

of Indian corn ; with a full third part of a certain

marfh or meadow, on the faid ifiand, and the flage and

back room for the fifhery there ; with the liberty to

fence in, and inclofe any other part or parcel of land

on faid ifiand for his ufe and accommodation, not ex-

ceeding fix acres. To have and to hold the faid

mefuage, or tenement, and all and fingular other

the premifes, with their appurtenances, unto the faid

John DaUing, his heirs and aifigns, to the fole and only

proper ufe, benefit, and behalf of the faid John Daliing

his heirs and affigns forever. 71elding and pitying ihcre^

for yearly and every year unto ourfovere'ign lord the king^

his heirs or fuccejfors^ or to fuch governour, or other

officer as frorn time to time ihail be by him or them

appointed to receive the fame, on every twenty fifth day

of March forever, as a quit rent, or acknowledgment

for the faid land, one bufliel of merchantable v\ heat, or

the value thereof in money. In witnefs whereof I have

hereunto let my hand and caufed the feal of the colony

to be hereunto affixed, and thefe prefents to be entered

of record at James Town, the thirteenth day of Sep-

f,ember, in the fecond year of his majefly's reign,^

Annoque
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Annoque Domini one thoufand fix hundred and eighty

fix. J. Palmer.
Recorded the day of the date hereof.

John Velf, D. Secretary."

The royal grants, and thofe of Sir Fcrdinando Gor-

ges, and Sir Alexander Rigby, were all of a tenor quite

oppofed to the principles of government and tenures

eitabliilied in the New England colonies, and tended

in their nature to the deflrudion of equality in legal

rights. This rendered the New England colonies

rather inattentive to the eaftern countrv until Gorsjeshad

fold his province to Mafiachufetts, and even then, as the

colony had nothing to do v^^ith the country below Ken-

ebeck, and as Indian conveyances, and the grants uur

der the great patentees had fwallowed up the greater

part of the territory weft of the river, the government

had but little incitement to fpend money in defence of

the country.

Sir William Phips, however. In the year 1692, made

an expedition to Pemaquid, and there erected a fort.

Whether this was done on account of the influence of

the owners of Aldfworth's patent, or to keep up the

claim, which had but that year arifen, to the province

by the new charter, is uncertain.

This fort was held by the government until the year

1696, when in Auguft of that year a French fliip came

from Mount Manfell, now Mount Defert, and united

v/ith the Savages in taking the garrifon.

The plantation of Pemaquid was fettled before Bof-

ton ; and in Winthrop's Journal page 46, we have this

note, that in November 1632 letters came from Capt.

Neale, that D. Bull, and fifteen more of the Englif]?

who
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^vtio kept about the eafl, had turned pirates, and had

taken divers boats, and had j'ifcd Pemaquid*

The country of Pemaquid being laid wade by the

Savages in the year 1676,* continued to be uninhabited

until after the peace of Utrecht, in the y«ar 171 2 ; and

after that time, until the year 171 7, there \vas no aid

given by the government to the refettlement of it. In

tliat year, there was an order for the reeflablifliment

of the garrifcn, and the fort was repaired : the country

was, however, but thinly inhabited ; the Penobfcctt

Indians, rendered more cruel by the former influence

of Caftine, and Le MaiTe, a pried, were near by, and

the accefs for the Savages, from every part of the coun-

try, was eafy. In the year 1747, the Penobfcott tribe

came into a treaty of fubjedion to the government of

MalTachufetts, which they never afterwards openly vio-

lated. The fort, called St. George, was attacked, in the

year 1654, by Canada Indians, and defended with great

fpirit by Colonel North, v/ho then commanded it.

The town of Briflol, which is the principal part, of

what v.as Pemaquid fettlement, was incorporated by

the name of BriRol in the year 1765, and at the time of

the late cenfus contained feventeen hundred inhabitants,

NEW CASTLE.
The town of New Caftle, was formerly under the

roveriiment of the Duke of York, and known by the

name of Dartmouth in the county of Cornwall. There

was a fettlement there as early as in any part of the

Pemaquid country. There was a fort on a neck of

land on Sheepfcott River, which, with all the buildings,

were deRroyed bv the Savci'^es, in the vear i68c, and

the fLtllement intircly broken up. This land was fold

by
* Hublvrd.
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by Jack Pudding and Robinhood, two Indian chiefs, to

one John Mafcn, v/ho lived there in thofe times. One
Randolph came to New Caftle fome years ago, from

Nev/ Jerfe/j claiming lands under John Mafon, his an-

ceftor on his mother's part : he faid, that his parents

inform.ed him that he was born there, and that they

fled with him, from the Savages, when he was an in-

fant, and carried him away to New Jerfey. He pro-

duced papers certified by Walter Phillips, and had a

copy of governour Bungan's comm.iflion with him*

New Caflle is bounded on the eafl by Briflol, on the

weft by Pownalborough, Sheepfcott River being the

line between that and the town laft mentioned ; and

bv the town of Edffcomb on the fouth. Damarifcotia

v/afhes the eaft bank of it. When the late cenfus was

taken, that town contained nine hundred inhabitants.

'

It was incorporated by the name of New Caftle, in the

year 1758. The progrefs made in the fettlement of

New Caftle has been very flow. There was a fettlement

there in the early day of New England. The cellars

of the old houfes remain as proof of the country's de-

ftrudion by the Savages.

Pownalborough extends on an eaft and weft line

about eight miles, from Sheepfcott to Kenebeck River.

The line begins above the town of Woolwich, and

takes in what is called Wifcaflett Point on the north

fide of it.* The part of Pownalborough, which lies on

the eaft bank of the Kenebeck, had no fettlements in it,

that are recollected, until the year 1752 ; when the

proprietors of the Piym.outh patent ereded a fort there

called Frankfort. The courts were feated there when

the county of Lincoln was created in the year 1760, and

fome

* N. B. Tliis town is nov/ cfivided, and the \yeft part incorporated by

the name of Crefd«n, In the ysar 179;.
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fomc very good houfes were there ereded : but as the

navagatioii of Kenebeck River is feveral miles above

that town, the fettlements encreafe above it, on the

river, and that part of the town has been long ftationary

as to encreafe of fettlernents. There are however fome

very good farms there, and the land is generally good.

This part is called the wed parifli. The north Parifh

is on the weft fide of Sheepfcott River, at what is call-

ed Sheepfcott Falls. There were in the year 1630,

eighty four families, befides hihermenj about Pemaquid,

and St. Georges and Sheepfcott.*

The moft ancient and refpedable fettlements in

Pownalborough, are in the eaft parilh, at the principal

head of the navigation in Sheepfcott River.

Thefe fettlements include what is called Wifcafiett

Point ; where there is a very good meeting houfe, and a

number of dwelHng houfes, many of which are elegant.

This village encreafes exceedingly, and will very focn

become a place of great trade.

The fettlements there began in the year 1663, under

one George Davie,who purchafed the foil of the natives,

as has been, before mentioned. Davie lived on the

weft bank of the river, about half a mile north of where

the meeting houfe now is, but w^as driven away in the

year 1680, when the eaftern country was deftroyed.

There were no fettlements again on that river, until

after the peace of Utrecht, nor do w^e find any proceed-

ings of the proprietors of the land until the year 1730.

There were on Sheepfcott River, in the year 1630, fifty

famines, on what w^as called the Sheepfcott farms.f

In

* Sylvanus Davis* acco\irit, Council files.

t Report of Sylvanus Davis, Counfellor, in T7ct.
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In the year 1730, the f-dltlements began again* One
RoberL Hooper was the firftfcttler on WifcalTett Point.*^

Foye and Lambert came there m the year 1734 ; and

the proprietors foon after letted out the lands for fettle-

ment. The Indian wars, foon after, prevented the

progrefs of the buhnefs, and kept the people within

their fort, which flood on a rock forming an eminence

on the point.

In the year 1747, Jonathan Williamfon, who had

come from the wefi of England to fettle in the country,

was captured by a body of Indians from Quebeck, and

carried through the woods to that city. Wilhamfon

was a man cf eminence among the people, and was

known to the Savages. They let two others, who
were after their cattle, pafs by them unmolefted, and

took Williamfon, who was in the rear. Upon his

aUdng the reafon of this, they told him, that they were

ient cut by the governour of Quebeck, to take a perfon

who could give hjm intelligence of the movements of

the Enorliih. Cantaln Williamfon, from whom this ac-

count is taken, fays the Savages treated him very wxU,

and gave him his full fhare of every thing they procur-

ed for fubfiftence on their route to Canada. He was

exchanged, the next year, and fent back by v/ay of

Bodon, and has continued on the river ever fmee.

Pownalborough was incorporated in the year 1760,

and took its name from the pride cf Pownal, who was

then p-overnour cf Maffachufetts. li: contains twoo
ihcufand inhabitants, has three pariihes, but had no

fettled miniiler keforc November 1773. On the fouth

cf Povmalborough is the town of Woohvich. That

tcv;n is bounded weft, on the river Kenebeck, call on

Monfeag,
*• Vs'.'!!:r.mfcn and CrusiU'c dcrcfitions/m Lambert's cafe, Sup. Court.
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Monfeag, fouth on Georgetown ; from which it is di-

vided by a ftrait of waters, wliich forms the north

end of Arrowfike Ifland. The iiland of Jeremyfqaani

is alfo within the town. There is nothing very remark-

able in the progrefs of the fett lenient of that town.

Brown and Bateman, who purchafed the foil of the na-

tives, lived there in i665, and Sir Williarji Phips was

born on a peninfula now v/ithin it. The Indian name

of Woohvvich was Naufeag, and the eady fettlement of

it was about the year 1 660, under Clark and Lake, who
creeled mills there.* The Savages prevented the prog-

refs of the fettlement, until it was urged by Cadwalla-

der Ford, Efq. one of the afligns of Clark and Lake,

fmce the year 1750. The town was incorporated in

1759, has a good meeting houfe, and a miniiler, who
has been fettled a number of years. There are eight

hundred people in the town.

The hiftory of Georgetown is the hidory of the

River Kenebeck. That town is fituated on both fides

of the river, and v/as,not long fmce, what is now George-

town and Bath : the town nov/ comprehends the

ifland of Arrowfike, and Parker's IHand, which have

been already defcribed ; and the land on the weft fide

of the river, called Small Point, up as far as Winne-

gance Creek. This town, on the late ccnfus, bears thirty

three hundred inhabitants, and was incorporated m the

year 17 18.

On ai;^ ifland already fpoken of^ called Stage Ifland,

was the landing place of Popham's party, in 1607.

Governour Winthrop fays they came in 1609. Ogil-

bv. in his coile^tion, which he made in the year 1671^
r

^ Sir I^ihy Likens perlriorito. tli^ Kin^ '— '7.:^-

M
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fays, that they landed en the well fide of the river, oa

a peninfiila, and there began a plantation. Kubbam
fays, that a party came from England, and fettled at

Kenebeck, in the year 1619. Soon after Popham's

party left the river, in 1608, the French took poffeincn

of it.^ In the year 161 3, Sir Samuel Argall went

from Virginia, and removed them. On the iiland are

the remains of a fort, feveral wells of v»^ater, and fev-

eral cellars ; the remains aifo of brick chimnevs have

been fomid there.f and it is very clear that the bricks

which were ufed in the buiidines, miiil have been

brought from Europe, On the weft fide of the river is the

remains of a fort, made of Hone and earth : there are

alfo eight old wails ncv/ to be feen, and the ruins of

feveral houfes. Whether thefe buildings were ereded by

the Englifh, or by the French, is uncertain ; but the

probability is, that the former were the eredors of the

works. The Englifli fettlements continued without

interruption until the year 1675 :| for Hubbard fays,

that there was perfect peace between the v/hite

people and the Savages io that time : yet theproceed*

mgs of the colony of Plymcuih, refpeding the fale of

their patent, fugged that depredations had been com-

mitted by the Sjivaees. From the proceeding-s of that

colony we find, that, from the year 1626 to the year

. 1 660, there were inhabitants, traders and fettlers on the

river. In the year 1670, tliere were twenty families

on the weft fide, and thirty on the eall fide of the riv-

er. The names of thofe^ vvho, in the year 1654, took

tn caih of fidelity to the colony, would amount

nearly to the number of fo manv heads of families. Clert

and

*.IIubrard. \ The Author fa'A^ ihefe remains, caunng tliv

gr:-ur:d to be opened, in 1773. % Cjimcil Recoiuii.
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and Lake came on the river foon after the vear 1660.

^retled forts and houfes, and continued their pofleffionii

until they were driven away in the year iGj^,* The fet-

tlements were not finally deftroycd until the year 1680.

There were fcttlements much farther up the KenebecL

than what is now Georgetown, or Bath. The remains cf

a blackfmith's forge v/ere difcovered at Teconnet Falls,

when the troops of the government went there in the

year 1754, to build fort Hvjllifax.f There is a point

iibout twenty feven miles fi'om th€ head of navigation,

on the eaft bank of Sabeilacook, a branch of the Ken-

ebeck, where within fix years now lad paft, the owner,

intending to Tirm a brick kiln, fet his people to dig

for clay ; v/hen they had removed the foil, they found

the remains of an ancient kiln, with mouldered or de-

cayed bricks. There was a hemlock tree upon the

place where the kiln had ilood, of more than tvv'o feet

^iam.eter.];*

In the yes^r 1676 there was a fort on the eaft bank of

Kenebeck River v. ithin the tov^n of Georgetown. One
Hammond, a trader, lived in the fort, and probably

was the perfon who built it. The bufinefe of his-

trading carried him up to Teconnet Falls, where he

was imprudent enough to rob tlie Indians oi: their furs^

while thev v/ere intoxicated, 'iliis offence was retali-

ated by a fack oi his fort. When Phillip had made

open v/ar ^^ith the people of the old colony of Ply-

mouih, he fent his emilTaries dov/n io the country of

Sagadahock to incite a war againil the fettiers there.

Phillip's

'-* Report to the King by the Attorney Genera!, in 1 730..

\ Coionel Lithgow's account.

-': Account given by Judge Not thrir.dicvcral otber<^
r

IM 2
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Phillip's enmity was not againd the white people at finl.

He had no French priefts in his country to kindle the

flames of war, or to excite jealoufy : but he knew

that the fettlers at Kenebeck had been under the ju-

rifdid:ion of the colony with which he had made war
;

and the Savages, could not, either in that, or any other

quarter, keep upa diftindion between the people of dif-

ferent colonies ; befides this, the French were contend-

ing againft the Englifh for the government of New
France, and Charles had ceded a great part of the

eailcrn country to that nation.

On a Sunday morning, while the white people were

at their devotion, in Hammond Fort, tb ?. Savages rufh-

ed in, and having entered, they killed Hammond and

plundered his houfe. There was another fort within

two miles of Hammond's, which v/as built by

Clark and Lake ; the people in this, being alfo fur-

prifedj defended themfelves as long as they could, but

were overpov/ered by the number of the Savages ;

Captain Lake, and one Sylvanus Davis, attempted to ef-

cape, but the former was fliot by a Savage as he fled in

a canoe. His bones were found and brought to Bof-

ton in 16.76, by major Waldren.*

All the eaftern country vv^as foon after abandoned

by the fettlers, and the houfes and mills were burnt by

the Indians. The people could obtain no auiflancc

from the Maffachufetts colony, becaufe the jurifdiftion

of that o-overnmcnt over them was denied bv thofe who

contended to hold it under the Duke of York, and

part of the country, which was eail of Penobfcott,

was faid to be under the government of lord Sterling.

The
^

* Hubbard's Hiilorv.
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The territory, between Penobfcott and Kcncbcck, was

under New York ; and the land on the river, belonged

to Brattle, and others, v/ho had purchafcd it of the Ply-

mouth colony. The whole country, was, therefore^

broken up, before the year 1692, and was not again

fettled until after the charter of William and Mary

had placed the territory under the acknowledged

government of MalTachufetts Province.

The fort which Clark and Lake erecled, was near

where the meeting houfe in Georgetown now is.

The remains of it were buried by the plough, within

thirty years now lall pad, by major Denny, the then

proprietor of the foil where it had flood.

Hammond's Fort, was at a place, now called Stin-

fon's Point, on Arrowfike's Ifland. Mr. Hubbard, in

his account of the deftruction of that place, fays, that

the Savages came in the Evening, and appeared in

fuch a manner, that they terrified a girl, in the iioui'e,

who ran over to Sheeplcott, and alarmed the people

there ; and that the family was deflroyed, in fuch

a manner that not one, excepting the young girl, efcap-

ed.*

Francis Card related, that the Indians killed Rich-

ard Hammond, Samjael Smith, and Jolhua Grant ; and

that they took him. a prifoner at the fame time. It is

very clear, that this miicheif was done by the Norridge-

wock Savages ; for a peace was made that year v>ith

the Penobfcott and Pemaquid tribes ; and . Card, in his

narrative, fays, that Madockawando, the Penobfcott fa-

chem, was not united w^ith Squando, the fagamorc of

the Norridgev.'ocks, in the war at that time. The Sav-

a':!"es dcdrovcd all the plantations in C-corcetown, in

th:it
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that fummer, and laid the whole country on the nv^r
v/aite. There v/as no check put to the depredations

of the Savages until major Church was fent by. Sir

William Phips, into the river^ in Auguil, 1692.

The Savages were loon defeated in the adion with

the forces under the orders of Church ; he purfued

them to their village at Teconnet Falls, and having

laid that wafte, returned to Pemaquid. In the years

1703 and 1704.3 the forces of Maifachufetts went into

the Kenebcck, and fldrmilhed with the Indians,

The colony of Plymouth had a fort and trading

houfe at Kenebeck River in the year 1642. Where
their fort was, does not now appear with certainty : but

it may be believed, that it was on what is now called

Small Point, on the Vv'ed fide of the river, and near the

fea. Tradition alTures us, that Popham's party, made

their landing en the ifland now called Stage liland ;

a.nd as there are the remains of an ancient fort on Small

Point, and wells of water of long (landing, with re-

mains of ancient dwelling houfcs there, which have

been mentioned, it may be concluded that the Plv-

mouth Fort was at that place. Governour Win-

throp, in his Journal, mentions, that " the Indians at

Kenebeck, in the year 1642, hearing of the general con-

fpiracy againil the Engliih, determined to begin there *,

and one of them, knowing that Mr. Edward WinHov/

did ufe to walk within the palifadoes, prepared his

niece to (hoot him, but as he was about it, Mr. Wini-

low, not feeing him, nor fufpecling any thing, but

thinking he had walked enough, v»ent fuddenly iuto

the houfe, and fo God preferved him."

In the year 1714, John Watts, of Bofton, who had

married a grand daughter of major Clark, one of the

proprietor.^ of Arrowfike Ifland^, carried brisks from
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Medford to Georgetown, aild creeled a large houfe

with two fiankarts, bearing cannon, on the bank of

the river, on the ifland, at a place now called Butler's

Cove. This houfe was {landing in the year 1770, but

the fiankarts were taken down fome years before.

About the year 1728, major Denny came from Eng-

land and fettled there* His fort was very near the

houfe erecled by Watts* Denny's fifter mairied Mr.

Prince, minifler of the Old South Meeting, in Boflon*

He lived on the ifland till the year 1773, and died poffelTed

of a large eftate. He held many oflices, and was, when
he died, firfl juilice of the court of pleas, and prefident

of the court offeilionsin the county of Lincoln.

In the years which fuccceded that of 17 14, the

people began to reclaim their old poifellions in George-

town, and on the w^hole of the river : all the claims

which have been before mentioned, were, in the year

1718, entered in the book of claims : but in that year,

there was no houfe in Georgetown, excepting the brick

lioufe on the ifiand, and one at the head of the ifland

built by one Preble,* who died there about the year

1 769. There were tv/o families then on the wefl fide

of Kenebeck, at the mouth of Winnegance Creek.

Several other families had fet down on Swan liland,

and on the main, on both fides of the river. The In-

dian wars were frequent, and the fettlements were very

few, until the Norridgewocks were attacked by Moul-

ton and Hammond in the year 1724.

This attack was in the month of Auguft, and was

fo fudden, that many of the Savages were killed, and

the refidue io diftrelTed, that they never appeared

formidable

'^ Preble'^ depofitron, on Sup. Govt's files, itid ©uai;iDg's> evi-

dence,

]M 4
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formidable again.* They afterwards incorporated

themfelves with tribes on the borders of Canada, and

were very mifchievous as guides to the fcouting parties,

which frequently attacked the frontiers.

. In the year 1 752, the forts at Richmond and Frankfort

twenty fix niiles from the fea, were ere6icd,Vvhichinfome

meafure put a flop to the depredations of the natives. But

in the year 1755 the Savages, notwithfi.anding they had

made a treatywith thegovernmentin i7535befet theplan-

tation, and killed feveral perfons and carried others into

captivity. In that year one Barret v/as killed at Teconnet

Falls, and one Wheeler was taken as he was going from

Fort Wefiern to fort Hellifax. John Tufts, and Abner

Marilon,were taken near Frankfort, in the fame fumnier.

The people onSwanlfiand were attacked about the fame

time: and at the head of Arrowfikelilandjone Preble, the

fonof the one already mentioned, with his wife, who were

in the field planting Indian corn, in the fpring 1756,

v/ere killed. The Savages took their three children,

who were then very young, and carried them into

Canada. There was then in Woolwich, at a place

nov/ called Hamden's Ferrv, a fort inhabited by one

captain Ramden, who had removed to that place frona

the county of Middlefex. Preble's wife, who' fell by

the hand of the Savacres, was his daughter : and after

the redudion of Quebeck, by the Engliih, he went in-

to Canada, and brought his grand children home. I

Lave converfed Vvith one or more of them, on the fub-

jecl of their captivity. They aifured me that the

Savao-es treated them with creat kindnefs, on their

w-av to Canada, eivinc them a fliare of whatever thev

co:ila procSire for fubfiftence, and carrying them on

their J?acks at the places where they could not go by

water.

* Hutchiiifou's Ilircory.
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Water. They added, that they fuffercd raore in be-

irtg feparated from theirlndlaa parents, than they had

fuifered before.

In the fame year, a flrong party of Indians appeared

before the fort on the lower end of Arro\Tfike liland,

but could not take it. The people within were not able

to go out of the garrifon to attack the enemy ; this gave

the Savages an opportunity to kill all the cattle on the

illand, and to enjoy the fpoil at pleafure.

The Reverend Mr. Emerfon is the firn: clergyman

who v;as ordained on the river Kenebeck, or within the

county of Lincoln. He is yet the minifter of George-

town ; and not very far advanced in years.

The Town of BRUNSWICK.
Brunswick was incorporated in the year 1738 ;

and contains fifteen hundred people. There are two

meeting houfes erected, one en the wed, and the

"other on the eaft part of the town, for the convenience

« of holding public worflilp in each alternately. The
late reverend John Miller was the firil, and the rever-

end Mr. Coffin is the prefent fettled miniiler of the

place. Brunrwick is bounded northerly on Andro-

fcoggin River ; wellerly on a town lately incorporated

'by the name of Freeport ; foutherly by a part of the

waters of Cafco Bay, called Maquoit ; and eailerly

in part by the towns of Georgetown and Bath; the

. waters of New Meadows, or Stevens' River, being

•' between that and the two towns lafl mentioned.

V .The lirfl fettler in this town was one Mr. Purchafe,

who lived near the head of Stevens' River, and traded

with the Savages, ef whom he obtained grants of lands,

in the year 1675,'* The account of the f^rft onfet by

the
* Itubbai-a.
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the Savages is given in Mr. Hubbartrs hiftory. He
fays, that in September, 1675, about twenty Indians

joined " in robbing the houie of Mr. Purchafe, an an-

cient planter about Pegypfcott River, and a known
trader with the Indians. The Savages kiiled a calf

or two, plundered the houfe of ftrong liquors,

and deilroyed and injured the beds and furniture.

Purchafe and his fon? were gone abroad, but no inciv-

ility was offered to his wife." In the year 1676, the

deftrudion of Brunfwick, and all the country eait of

Cafco Bay, was almoft completed. The depredations

were generally committed by the Am^ocogan, or Amo-
rifcongan, and Ncrridgewock Indians. In November,

1676, a .treaty was made with the Penobfcott Savages,

who appeared by Mugg, as reprefentative of Madock-

awando, and Cherribina, fachems of Penobfcott. This

treaty had an influence on the others, and gave a fhort

refpite from hoftilities.

The inhabitants of Brunfwick collefted again, but

it was only to fuffer new misfortunes ; for in the

fpring of the year 1690, the town was intirely depop-

ulated.

There was at that time, a univerfal confplracy among

the Indlr.ns to extirpate the Europeans from their coun-

try. The Savages of St. Johns, St. Croix, and the

bay of Fundy, were in league with the Abenequis, and

the Weftern Indians, for this purpofe. The general

rendezvous was at Merrymeeting Bay, on Kenebeck

River ; and the place of entertainment v/as at Amerif-

co^an, or what is now called Brunfwick Falls. There

had been a ftone fort ercded near the falls, on the

north fide, of the river ; and another about four miles

dlftancc, at Maquoit Bay, v.hich was called Pegypfcott-

Fort. la
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In September 169c, the government of Maflachufett?,

cx)nfidering the eaflern country, 2s far as their purchafe

under Gorges' patent extended, to be under their

prott^cion, united with the government of New Plym-

outh, to fend Colonel Church, with four hundred men,

on the fpecial errand of relieving the plantation of Pe-

gypfcottj which had been, the fpring of the fame year^

iiicked by the Savages, and was then in their pofTefiioi:.

Colonel Church landed at Maqiicit, and v/ent imme-

diately to Pegypfcott Fort, but found no perfon, either

Savage or white mian, there. The orders of Colonel

Church were from the governments of MaiTachufett?,

New Plymouth, and New HampiTiire, Thofe fronx

the latter, were ligned by Robert Pike, and ordered

the expedition againft the French and Indians at " their

head quarters at Amerifcogan, Pegypfcott, or at any

other place.''* Therefore, when Church found none of

the enemy at Pegypfcott, he marched immediately for

the fort on Amerifcogan Falls. He kept on the fouth

fide of the River ; and on the plain, a mile fouth of

the Falls, he faw an Indian, who was known by the

name of Young Doney, with Ijis wife, and two white

captives. Doney fled and got to the fort, but his wife

was killed, and the captives fet at liberty. Church
with great difficulty crolTed the river, and gained the

fort, but not until Doney had alarmed it, and the Sav-

ages, excepting one man, and tv/o or three women, had

made their efcape. The Indians ran under the fall of

water, where a place is left between the cafcade and the

rock, and by that, and by other means, made their

flight fuccefsful. There were feveral white captives in

the fort, among whom was the wife of Capt. Huckins,

who had been taken in a 2:arrIfon at Ovfter River, no\r

Durham.
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Durham. The wives of Worumbo ajnd Haken, t^'o

fachenis of the Amerifcogan tribe, made a liiccersful

application, for their own lives, and thofe of their chil-

dren. There was an Indian taken in the fort, v/ho was

there on a vifit from the Pennecooks. The fquaws

begged his life, and obtained it, by bearing teftimony

to his humanity to captives, and of his helping them to

efcape, when their lives were in jeopardy. He was

taken a prifoner, but on the march of the army, being

terrified by threatnings, he made his efcape. The Sav-

ages, excepting the *» Ives of the two fachems, and theif

children, and the prifoner mentioned, were knocked

on the head and buried.

There was a great quantity of corn, of furs, and other

?irticles collected in that place. Worumbo, and the

Indians of the Amerifcon:an tribe, had o^one to Winter

Harbour for ammiunition and provifion. Church fail*

ed from Maquoit in the evening, and arrived at Winter

Harbour in the next morning, about day break. He
difcovered the fires of the Indians near, and between

him and Scammon garrifon. The garrifon v/as on the

eafc fide of Saco River, nearly tvvo miles below the falls.

When the fcout, or advanced party of Church, came

near the garrifon, they found that the Indians v/ere on

the wefc fide of the river. Thev killed three, who
were in a canoe, and took old Doney, the father of a

Savage they had killed at Pegypfcott : from him they

learned v/hcre a great quantity of peltry was concealed

at Brunfwick, and detached a party^ were was fuccefsful

in fearching for it.

The above account is an abridgement of Church's

own hiftory of the expedition, with the addition of plac-

es, and fome circumflances, vvhich are furnilbed from

tbe
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the ftories preferved and handed down, from thofe

who lived in that part of the country in thofe times.

Colonel Church, like Julius Cecfar, was always the

hero of his own commentaries. His writings are, how-

ever, generally corred, as to facls, and very intelligible

;

but how it happened that the Savages fhould kill and

deftroy ail the people in the country eait of Cafco Bay,

in the year 1690, and that they fliould be allowed to

come to Saco River, in the fall of the fame year to trade,

is not well explained. Perhaps there was fome jarring

in the government there, after the AlaiTachufetts had

purchafed Gorges' patent ; or a peace with fome tribes,

to which others were not parties.

In the year 17 14, there w^ere exertions made by the,

afTignees of the Indian grants, to Mr. Purchafe, in order

to obtain from government a garrifgn at Brunfwick

Falls. The country began to obtain a value, and was

under the acknowledged jurifdicHon of the Province of

Maifachufetts. There was then a real reafon for plac-

ing a garrifon on the falls of Androfcoggin River,

That place was as a key, to open all the weflern part

of the Province of Maine, to the Indians. At this

place the tribes from Canada, from Penobfcott, and

Norridgewock, met the Amerifcogans, and the Abbaga-

duffett Indians, to advife on their intended expeditions

againfl the white people. There had been a fort there

of ancient date, but v/hile the country lay defolate, it

had fallen into ruin. In the year lad mentioned, the

government began a flrong fort, which was finally

completed, with two baftions, and two half baflions,

Vvith flankarts on the top, fuiticient for cannon. The
fort finally affumed the name of Fort George, and was

fupported as a garrifon until the reduction of Ouebeck,

in



l82 ITHE HISTORY OF THE

In the year 1 760. The remains of the garrifon are new
to be leen in the place.

In the year 17185 there was no houfe in the town,

excepting the one in the fort, and a block houfe on the

ibiuh part, near Maquoit Bay, where Lieut. Woodllde

kept a guard in order to pro ted the (lores, which were

to be hmded in the bay, for Fort George. Thefe for-

trefles have prevented the depredations which might

otherwi^'e have happened in the town. Topiliain,

v/hich Hes on the north fide of the river, was a part of

the ancient Pegypfcott fettlement, and fuffered with the

town of Brunfv/ick in the hofljhties of the Savages.

NORTH YARMOUTH.
The earlieft mention made of North Yarmouth is

in an inflrument from Prelident Danforth, dated,

^' Fort Royal, 2 2d September, 1680." P^ecorded in

the Proprietors records, by order of the committee, or

trurcees, appointed by the general court, to refettk

the town, in the year 1722, exprefied in the following

words :
" For the further enlargement to the fettle-

ment of the townfnip by the governour and company,

of the MafTachufetts colony, on the eafterly fide of the

Wed: Culligo,'' now Royall's " River, on Cafco Bay ;

it is hereby granted unto them, that the wafiie lands

Ivinfr between the faid prant, and Falmouth, fhall be

added to the townfhip called Damerras Cove. It is

alfo hereby ordered, and declared, that the name of

the plantation fliall be, North Yarmouth,"

Thomas Danforth, Prefident.

By nn after ccnfirmaticn of the above grant, made

by. prefident Danforth, in the name of the governour

and company of tlie MalTachufetts colony, dated July
' 26th,



DISTRICT ov MAINE. 183

soth, 1684, It appears, that there had been a grant of

a lo^ynOiip, p^ior to this, made by Sir Ferdinando

Gorge.^ lying eailerly of Wcflcuiligo, Gr K.oyai River,

and called by the name of the river Vv^efiicuiligct, ex-

tending from faid river eafterly by the bay, about fix

miles to the mouth of BurgomungomAig, alias Burgo-

mug River, which retains its Indian name to this day.

Bat how long before the above grant by prefident

Danforth, or to whom tliat grant vras made, tlie records

are filcnt.

After the above irftrument by prefideui: Danforth,

of September 22d, 16S1, a committee, comifting of

Bartholomew Gidney, Jofliua Scottou, Sylvanus Da-

vife, and Walter Gendall, empowered as the records

fay, " by the governour and company of tlie PrlaiTa-

chufetts colony, to order and regulate the fettlement of

faid town,*' proceeded to make feveral rules and regu-

lations for that purpofe. As firfl, " that the building

and fettlmg of the town fliall be on land commonly

called Maine's Point, (v/hich includes the ground on

which the meeting houfe now (lands,) and to be ordered

fo on the laying cut, as may be compacl, and m.oil ca-

pable of defence." Particularly, f.rll,
'* that forty

rods fquare of plain land be laid out for the accomoda-

tion of the meeting houfe, burial place, minifter's houfe

lot, market, and fchool. 2d. That an interval of four

poles wide, be left round about the above forty rods

fquare, for flreets and highways. 3d. That round

about the highways, houfe lots be laid out, eight poles

in breadth, and ten poles deep, butting in breadth on

the high ways. 4lh. That a comm.on held be laid out

as near as conveniently m.ay be, lO as it may hold forth

in proportion to each houfe lot fix acre;?." It was fur-

ther

(
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ther determined at this time, "Mr. Walter Gendall, Mr.

George PearfonjMr. John Royali, do take care in behalf

of the tov/n to prcci:ire and fettle among them a pious,

orthodox minider, and with confent of the people to

sppoint and provide for his maintenance ; and in order

thereuntOj that they in the firfl fettling of the town

lay out a good farm, containing three hundred acres, to

be forever for the ufe of the miniftry, and alfo that they

lay out another farm, likewife to be forever for the

fchool, among them, containing three hundred acres."

By the after conlirmation of faid townfliip, made by

prefident Danforth, mentioned above, viz. on July

26th, 1684, to Jeremiah Dumm.er, Walter Gendall,

John Royall, and Jno. York, '^ truflees on the behalf

and for the fole ufe and benefit of the inhabitants of

the town of North Yarmouth,'^ it appears that faid

inhabitants were to pay a quit rent to the governour

and company of the Maffachufetts colony, as an ac-

knowledgment of Sir Ferdinando Gorges* and his

afligns' right to the foil and government, which was to

be twelve pence for every family wdiofe fingle country

"

rate is not above tw^o fl]illings ; and for all that exceed

that fum in a iingle rate, three fliillings per family,

annually, in money, to the treafurer of faid province,

for the ufe of the chief proprietors thereof. And in

cafe of failure, difirefs was to be made on the eftates

of faid inhabitants, not only for faid rate, but alfo for

all cods and charges arifnig and accruing from the

fam.e. It appears farther from faid records, that, in

the year 1685, the truftees above nam.ed, together with

the felec\men of the town, proceeded to lay out and

make p'rants of land, both upland and fait marfh, of

diixerent contents, to fundrv perfons. inhabitants of faid

town.
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town. A garrifon was alfo built on the weft fide of

RoyaiPs River, for the accon:imodatiGn and defence of

the inhabitants ; among whom, at this time, were Wal-

ter Gendall, John Royail, Thomas Bearkfield, Kenry

Combos, WiUiam AHifell, William Larrabee, Samuel

Larrabee, Amos Stevens, John Provender, John Shove,

Samuel Lim.e^ Jofeph Harris, John Aclon, John Shep-

herd, and Peter Blackman. There are flill living in

the town, fome of the pofterity of Royail, Harris, Lar-

rabee, and Blackman. About the year 1685 or i68(5,

there came on a bloody Indian war, in this part of the

country, at the beginning of which, Gendall was killed

by the Savages, as he was pafnng from the garrifon

above mentioned, to the eaft, to the relief of a par- >

ty of men belonging to the garrifon, who were at-

tacked by the Indians, on the weftern fide of the river. •

This party were em.ployed in providing materials for,

and erecting a garrifon on the weftern fide of Royail

River, and early in the m.orning of the day on which

captain Gendall was killed, had fent two of their com-

pany, or fervants, over the river, to the garrifon, to

look up their oxen, by the time the others

fliould come over. Thefe unfortunate perfons were

taken and fecured by the Indians, before the reft of the

company went over. The Savages, for fome time,

had appeared furly, and inclined to quarrel ; accord-

ingly, foon after, the party appeared on the other fide

of the river, a number of Indians met them, and pro-

voked them to quarrel, by aifaulting and infuiting them.

One Indian, having puftied one of the Larrabees, he

cocked his gun, and fhot him dead on the fpot, on

u hich the conteft became general ; the party from

the gairifon, knowing themfclves to be much in-

N ferior
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ferior in number to the Indians, foon retreated below

the bank of the river, where they were better fecured

from the enemy's fire, and could not be furrounded,

without greater difficulty. Here they maintained the

fighty with great bravery, and without the lofs of a

man, on their own fide ; and were well afliired that

fome Indians fell, befides the one firflfhotby Larrabee.

Their ammunition v/as at length expended, which the

garrifon perceived, by the intermiflion of the fire.

Captain Gendail, who was an Indian trader, and wxH

known among them, took a quantity of ammimition,

and went into a float, with a fervant to paddle him over

to the party ; Handing erect, imagining that the In-

dians, knowing him, and retrained by former con-

nexions, would not fhoot him ; but, as the float touch-

ed the iliore, he w^as fhot through the body, and expir-

ed, havin^T onlv time to throw the ammunition on

iliorc, and to fay, be had loft his life in their fervice.

The party were now enabled to maintain their ground,

till night came on, and the Indians retreated. That

night, the Indians went on to an iiland, called Lane'^

liland, wliere they butchered the unfortunate victims

who fell into their hands in the morning, together with

another captive, v/hcm they had previoufly taken far-

ther eall, in aViofi: favage and cruel manner. Their

boelies were found by fome of the garrifon, and buried

oji the main. Soon after this, the garrifon removed

to Jev/el's iiland, one of the moil dillant from the

main land, in Cafco Bay, and built a fort there, to fe-

cure themlclvcs, till they could return to MaiTachu'

felts. Not long after the building of the fort, it was

attacked by a kirge party of Indians, from the main
;

kut v.as reiblutely defended, until many oi the Indians

being
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being killed, the others thought proper to \h?.ve the

ifland. A vefTel, foon after, took the inhabitants off

the illand, and conveyed them to BoRon, in which,

and its neighbourhood, they difperfed thcmfelvcs. And
thus the fettlement of North Yarmouih was intirely

broken up at this time.

In May, 1722, a petition was preferred to the general

court of Maflachufetts, by Jno. Smith, and others, on
behalf of himfelf, and others, proprietors and alhgnees

of the former proprietors of North Yarmouth
;
pray-

ing a corporation of the former grant of faid townfhip,

and that fuitable perfons might be appointed to manage

and carry on the fettlement, in the room of Jeremiah

Dummer, and others, the former truflees, appointed

under Prefident Danforth, and that the number of pro-

prietors might be augm.ented to fixty. The prayer

of this petition was granted, and the Hon. William

Taylor, Efq. Elifha Cook, and William Duby, Efq.

Mr. Jno. Smith, and Mr. John Powell, were appointed

accordingly. Thefe gentlemen held their meetingr^

at Boflon, for orderino- and manac-inor the bufmefs of

their appointment, till May i6th, 1727, which is the

firii: that is mentioned of their meeting at North Yar-

mouth. No regard in the fettlement of the town, was

had to the former laying out, excepting that fome few

of the original proprietors, held their old farms, par-

ticularly Gendall's, and Rovall's afTi'^ns, and thole of

Lane, and Shepherd, and fome few others ; but all

who could make out their claims, as former fettlers,

v/ere admitted as proprietors, in the refettlement. No
provifion was then made for the payment of the quit

rents, as in the grant by prefident Danforth. The
town was now laid out in t^n acres to each houfe lot,

N 3 and
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and Increafed afterwards to 1 06. Each houfe lot to draw

an equal iliare in the upland and ialt marfli, in the aft-

er divifions, U'hich, including the gore on the back

of che town, afterwards granted by the general court,

amounted to above five hundred acres each right, ex-

clunve of houfe lots, and iiland rights. The fait marfii

was laid out in four acre lots to each right, and

equivalents in upland to fupply the deficiency in marfli,

to the number of houfe lots. The houfe lots were all

lotted for, except fuch as w'ere allowed to be pitched

by the old proprietors. The houfe lot for the firfl fet-

tled minifter, and that defigned for the miniilry, and

all others, w^ithout exception, took an equal chance in

the after divifion. One right through the tow^n w\is

to be given to the firfl: minifler that ihould be fettled^

and continue in the miniilry in the town for five years.

One right alfo, through the tov/n, was appropriated to

the ufe of the miniilry forever, and in lieu of a right

through the tow^n" for a fchocl, two hundred acres of

land, laid out in a fquare, to the ufe of a fchool forev-

er. It was alfo agreed by the above con-imittee, with a

number of proprietors prefent, at North Yarmouth,

May 1 6th, 1727 : "That a convenient houfe for the

public w^orlhip of God, be ere6:ed and built in three

years from the firfl of June, of fifty feet long, and for-

ty feet wide, and twenty two feet flud, at the charge

of the committee ; and that a fuITicient quantity of

land, adjacent to the m.eeting houfe, be left and referv-

ed as a burying ground, common, or training field,

pound, and other public ufes, as mxay be hereafter

thouoht needful and advifeable. That a miniflerial
o

houfe fnall be built, as the committee fnall hereafter

order, the charges to be borne sis afcrefaid, and that a

good
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good orthodox minifler be provided to refidc there

forthwith.'^ 1 he meeting houie was accordingly creel-

ed, agreeably to the above dimenfions, where the meet-

ing houfe now ftands. It was enlarged in 1762, by

the addition of twenty eight feet, in the middle, which

expenfe was borne by the pew ground made by tlie al-

teration. The firll fettled minifter was Ammi Riiha-

mah Cutter, who accepted his call September 24tn,

173O5 and continued in the office till December qrh,

I yT^^. The Rev. Nicholas Loring fucceeded him, who
was ordained Odober 18, 17^6, and continued in the

office until his death, July 31(1:, 1763. The Rev. Ed-

ward Brooks, his fuccefTor, was ordained July 4, 1764,

and continued till February i, 1769. The Rev. Trif-

tram Oilman, the prefent miniiler in North Yarmouth^

was ordained December 8, 1769.

The town, after its refettlement, v/as quiet from any

dlfturbances from the Indians till after the war between

Great Britain and France commenced in the year 1 74^;.

The Indians were frequently in am.ong the inhabitants,

and feemed peaceable and friendly. Pvlany families ufu-

ally refided in the town, during the winter, for the ben-

efit of fifning, ^:c. But, in 1745, the Indians becanie

very troublefome, and continued to be fo as long as the

war continued wiih France. Many families v\'ere ob-

liged to leave their dwellings and improvements, and

crowd together in garrifons for their mutual defence

and fafety. They dared not go far from their garrifons

without their arms, nor into the remote parts of the

town to carry on their buhnefs, urdcfs in companies
;

and while fom.e were v/orking otliers v\'cre on their

guard. Thofe who went to public woriliip carried

their arm?, while others remained at home to keep

N 3 guard.
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guard. Numbers were killed during the war, Jlnd

many made captives by the Savages and carried to

Canada, where they were ufually purchafed by the

French, and kindly ufed by them. A houfe at Flying

Point, belonging to one Maines, was attacked one

morning before the family were up. The Savages

broke into the houfe and forcibly took out Mr. Maines,

who making refillance was immediately killed, and

his daughter was carried into Canada. A man who
lodged in the houfe, discharged a gun at the Indians,

from the chamber, and it is thought killed one of them.

The Indians in confequence of it retreated from the

door, and gave Mrs. Maines an opportunity to bar the

door, and to fecure it fo as to prevent the Indians from

entering the houfe again. During the attack the

youngefl child of Mrs. Maines was killed in her arms,

by a Ihot from one of the Indians ; the fame fhot

wounded her in the bread, but flie fortunately efcaped

falling into the hands of the enemy.

The firft perfon killed after the war began was Mr.

Phillip Greely. As he was pafling early one morning

in May, 1745, from one garrifon to another, about a

mile, he v/as ihot from an ambuih. The number of

Indians together, at this time, were fuppofed to be

thirty at lead ; they had lined the fence, by which Mr,

Greely had to pafs, and would, probably, have done

liim no injury, had not his dog difcovered them ; this

difcovery frudrated their main defign, which was to

take the garrifon, to which Mr. Greely was going, as

foon as the men who belonged to it were gone cut to

their work. Thus the lofs of one man's life, miglit

be the means of faving net only the garrifon to which

he was gomg, but that alfo from which he came. Many
other
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ether pcrfons were killed Vvithin tlie limits of the town,

during the war, fome of whom did not belong to the

town. The laft perfon killed, v/ho belonged to the

town, was Mr. Ebenezer Eaton. lie was iliot and

fealped near the meeting hoiife. He v>'as in company

with two others, one of whom \V7{> taken and the oth-

er efeaped. The Indians, after having killed Eaton,

fpread along on the ledge back of the meeting houfe, con-

tinued a fire on the houfes below, and on the men wJio

were colleding together, on having been alarmed at the

report of the guns. No injury was done to any one, un-

til the people were fufliciently (Irong to purfue them,

and the Indians were foon loft in the vv'oods. The In-

dians, during the whole courfe of the war, had the

good fortune to efcape their purfucrs, although the in-

habitants never omitted purfuing them on fuch ccca-

fions, and fometimes came very near tliem, as after-

wards appeared by accounts given by the captives. Be-

fides the above calamities, the Inhabitants fuffered ex-

ceedingly from the lofs of their fliock and other pro-

perty, which rendered this war, from its long contin-

uance verv difcouradn^ and diftrellin;!, fo that thcv

might well adopt the language of the fcripture, and

fay, " There is no peace to him that goeth out, nor

to him that cometh in. We get our bread at the \)c-

ril of our hves, becaufe of the fword of the wildernefs.''

However, there were fome mercies mixed with thcfe

calamitous judgments. The captives were treated

with much lefs barbarity than had been expected, and

all were a<2[ain returned to their lamilies and connex-

ions. Durin^^ the war, theie was no addition to the

town, by the introducHon of new fctllers ; hut m th<;

peace, br the redaction of Canada to the Britiih gov-

N 4 ernment,
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eminent, this part of the country began again to gro\t.

In 1789, the town was divided, and the north part of

the town was incorporated by the name of Freeport.

FALMOUTH,
The territory now included within the towns of

Falmouth, Cape Ehzabeth, and Portland, was once the

town of Falmouth only. This was anciently known
by the name of Cafco. What particular idea, fignih-

cant in the native language, was affixed to that word,

is not now known. As the country was formerly de-

fcribed, it was bounded on the fea foutherly and eaft-

erly, on Scarborough weflerly, en North Yarmouth,

northerly, and on the land which is Gorham, north-

wefterly. The town of Falmouth was incorporated in

the year 1718, and the Diftrid of Cape Ehzabeth was

fet off from it, in 1765, and Portland in 1786. The
latter contains only a neck of land, furrounded by the

tide on all fides, excepting a fmall fpace on the weft,

where at high tides the water nearly infulates

the whole. The town is not more than three miles in

length, and is, perhaps, on an average, lefs than half a

mile wide. There are two dilTenting meeting houfes,

and one Epifcopalian place for worfliip : in thefe,

twenty four hundred people attend divine fervice.

There is no farming bufmefs, excepting by two or three

perfons, within the town. The harbour is ahvays op-

en, very commodious, and the trade and inhabitants of

the town increafmg. There is a fpirit of entcrprize and

induftry in Portland, which cannot fail, under the nat-

ural advantages beftowed upon it,, to render it a popu-

lous and wealthy place.

The
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The town of Cape Elizabeth, before the American

revolution, joined with Falmouth in the choice of a

reprefentative ; but in all other refpects was a feparate

corporation. This town is bounded, eaderly and

foutherly on the ocean, northerly on Fore River,

which divides it from Portland, and weflerly on the

town of Scarborough. This place was anciently known
by the names of Spurwinck, and Purpooduck. The

w^hole of the land was granted under the gcvernmcnt

of Sir Alexander Rigby, There is an iiland on the

fouth of the town of Cape Elizabeth, called Rich-

mond's Ifland, formerly called Richman's Ifland.*

This iiland, with the land adjacent, and that in all

Cafco, was granted by Rigby, before the year 1646,

to Robert Trelav\^ney, who eftablillied a fifliery on the

ifland, and fent one John Winter over as his agent to

conduct the bufmefs. Rigby fent one Richard Gib-

fon to his province as an Epifcopalian clergymxan ; he

wandered away to Pifcataqua, and finally became a

preacher to fifnermen at the Ifle of Shoals. Soon af-

ter this, Robert Jordan, and another Epifcopalian cler-

gyman, came over, under the encouragement of Tre-

lawney : he married John Winter's daughter, and in

him all the name of Jordan in the country are to ac-

knov.'ledge an anceftcr. Winter died in the year 1 646,

and Jordan adminiftered on his eftate, and in the year

1648, obtained an order of the court, under Rigby's

government, to fequefter the whole of Trelawney's ef-

tate, for a debt due to Winter for fervices. The re^

cord of that judgment will be mentioned under the

ticad of Rigby's government. A large tract of land

is now held by the pcfterity of Robert Jordan, un-

der that order of court, and v\ithin the town. of Cape

Elizabeth
;

* Wintlirop's Journal, 246.
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Elizabeth but there were fo many clafliing titles un-

der Gorges, Rigby, the Indians, and others in the

town of Falmouth, and in Cape Elizabeth, that the

greater part o^ the land has been loft to Jordan's heirs,

vho never feemed to contend for their right until it

became too late to reclaim it. The mcft fatal ftroke

to the titles under the plough patent, fo called, held by

Rigby, was the early claim of MafTachufetts down to

Cafco Bay.

The town of Cape Elizabeth has fuffered, though it

does not feem to profper with Portland. When the

country was cut off by the Savages in 1692, that town

become defolate : but the fettlement again revived in

1 7 1 o. The government was fettled over it, with the

ether parts of Cafco Bay, in the year 171 8. The

Rev. Mr. Smith was fettled as the minifter of Falmouth

in the year 1727. Cape Elizabeth was then a part of

his parifli : there was a blockhoufe, held by fome few

families, over at Purpooduck Point, and a garrifon,

and a few families, at Spurwinck; at thefe places he ufed

alternately to minifter to the people.* There was at

fometimes a Mr. Henry from Scotland, who ufed to

preach there. He was an eccentric character, and

rendered himfelf contemptible, by his levity and indif"

cretion. Mr Allen was the immediate predecelTor to

the Rev. Mr. Clark, the prefent minifter of Cape Eliz*

abeth.

The foil of Cape Elizabeth is hard, rocky, and un-

pleafant. The ground does not yield much bread, but

is very good for grazing and the advantages of the

contiguity of the fea, renders the place able to maintain

nearly fifteen hundred inhabitants.

Some
^ Mr. Smith's relation to the Ai^thor.
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Some people have fappofed that Trelawney had a

patent from the council of Plymouth, but this 1 believe

to be a midake. His title was under Rigby's patent,

which was originally granted to Dy and others. But

thefe patents were all treated with negled, or contempt,

during, and after the civil wars betv/een Charles and

the parliament : and nearly all the lands in Cape Ehza-

beth were taken up anew, under prefident Danforth*s

adminiftration of the Mailachuietts government in that

Dart of the countrv.

There has been no recent calamities by the Indian

wars, in Cape Elizabeth. In the reign of Queen Anne

there was an attack of the Savages, on the people at

Parpooduck, or Spring Point. The wife of Jofiah

Wallis was killed, and two childten taken from her.

The wife of Benjamin Wallis was killed ; the wife cf

Jofeph Wallis, Thomas Leavit, and one Medeford,

with their families, were carried into captivity. Jofiah

WaUis fled to Scarborough, and carried his fon John,

then a boy, on his back, and'iaved him from the

Savages.*

The method of n regular fettlemcnt by lots, checks,

and ranges, is quite a modern contrivance in the Dif-

trict ; and did not exid, or was not generally pradifed,

before the divifion of the townfhips, granted in the

year 1734, at the head of Falmouth, Scarborough, and

Biddeford, called the Narraganfett townfliips. When
a fettlement was m.ade under a patent, it was done by

grants of the land proprietor, or of his reprcfentativc.

When the Savages fold, they fold very much at the

pleafure of the purchafcr : and in either cafe there was

no regularity in the location of the lands.

Cafco
* Dcpotltion of fald John Willis, Mary Jordan, and Rebecca Sawyer^

tiken in die year 1 7491^
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Cafco Bay, or what is now called Falmouth, and

Portland, was taken up very early, by traders and fifn-

crmen, who did not exped to make permanent fettle-

ments, but who fold their privileges, or rights of pre-

occupancy, from one to another, as fuited their con-

venience.

In the year 1643, ^^^ Alexander Rigby fent George

Cleaves over, as governour of the plough patent, or

Province of Lygonia.* This trad had not been under

any regular government. The patent on Kenebeck,

did not extend to it ; the patents on Saco River, were

within the bounds of it ; and thefe, together with Cam-

ock's patent in Scarborough, were much in the way of

Rigby's charter. The Maffachufetts took advantage

of thefe controverfies, and extended their claim fo as to

comprehend Cafco Bay, or a great part of it. When
Cleaves fet his commifTion on foot, he was oppofed by

Vines, v;ho held the patent on the v/efl cf Saco River,

granted to him and Oldham, in the year 1 629. Cleaves,

as agent to Rigby, made a deed to Michael Mitten, in

the year 1643, of tv/o thoufand acres of the land which

is nov/ in Portland. George Mountjoy had a grant

from Gorges, of lands in or near the fame place. The

title under the deed to Mitten has been preferved, from

the wTeck of Rigby's patent. Rigby granted to George

Cleaves, in the. year 1650, one thoufand acres in Cafco,

but that grant has become obfolete.

The contentions continued until the redoration, after

which nothing was faid refpecling Rigby's patent :

and when the Province of Maine became the property

of the Mafiachufetts Colony, an end v/as put for fome •

time to all other claims. Some tim.e between the yeaf

16805
* Windirop's Journal,



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 197

16805 and 16905 prefident Danforth, under the author-

ity of the colony, made a deed to Anthony Bracket, and

feven others, of land in the town of Fahnouth, in truft.

The Indians had renewed their depredations, at that

time, and the war continued until the year 1692, when
the town was intirely broken up. The inhabitants

began to return again, about the year 1708 ; but the

claims were not fettled until the year 1718, at which

date a book of claims was opened in the fecreta-

ry's office, to regifter the claims. It was then found

that there had been fuch a variety of titles, as rendered

it neceflary to give more weight to actual pofTefTion,

than to ancient conveyances. This again called up
the pofFefTions under grants from all the old patentees,

and originated a controverfy between old and new pro-

prietors, w^hich has never yet been fettled. The tov/n

was incorporated in the year 171 8, and thofe who call

themfelves the nevv^ proprietors, had the management

under title and authority from MaiTachufetts. There

was no dillinclion between tow^n meetings, and propri-

etor's meetings, prior to the year 1730, but fettlers

were admitted as proprietors, on paying a certain fum
of money ; and thus the heirs and alTigns of the ancient

fettlers and grantees of Gorges and Rigby, were p-en-

erally excluded, unlefs when by an ancient and con-

tinued poffeiTion, they fupported their claims.

The records, if there were any before the year 1692,

were not preferved, although there was no other town
which was then broken up, where the records were

not faved ; but there was no other place where the

defolation was fo complete, as it was in the tov/fi of

Falmouth. It will appear that the records of the town;^

on
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on the wed of Falmouth, were preferved, as \vell as

thofe of the town of North Yarmouth.

The w^ars which the inhabitants of Falmouth hare

been engaged in, with the Savages, can never be cor-

reclly given in hiflory, to the public. There were

never any exad: accounts made of thefe dillrefling

tranfaftions, by the generation which fuffered under

aflaults of the Savas^es. And the hiftorians who have

mentioned the calamities of the eaflern countrv, have

been unacquainted with the geography of it ; and have

only made thofe w^ars incidental matters to their writ-

ings, Mr. Hubbard wrote exprefsly, and profefTedly,

on the Indian vvars, in the Dillrift, but did not give

fach an account of the depredations committed by the

natives, as will at this day point us to the places where

each fadl happened. We have a relation of hoftihties

being committed in Cafco Bay ; but w^hether this was

in what is now in North Yarmouth, Falmouth, Port-

land, or Cape Elizabeth, does not appear from the hif-

tory, becaufe all thefe towns are on the waters of Cafco

Bay, and w^ere anciently all known by that, as a gener-

al appellation. We are therefore obliged to find from

ancient deeds, or records, or to obtain fads from tra-

dition, to fatisfy us of the particular place where the

ancient fettlers and planters lived, in order to decide

where the depredations of the Savages were committed.

When the eaflern Savages w^erc infligated to hoflili-

ties, by Philip, the fachem of Mount Hope,who had his

place within what are the prefent lines of Rhode Ifland

flate, they ufually made their place of rendezvous at

^l^egvpfcott, which is now Brunfwick, and nearly thirty

^iles from v/hat is now called Portland.

In
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In July 1675, the Indians attacked the houfe of one

Wakefield, who lived on a point of land on the eaft Ikle

of Preiumfcott River, in what has fince been c'ci]h:d

New Cafco, and now within the fecond parilli in Fal-

mouth. Wakefield's place was confumed by fire, his

wife, three of his children, and a young woman in the

houfe, with hiinfelf, were killed, and a young daughter

carried into captivity, from whence fhe was returned

by the agency of Squando, the fachem of Saco, the

next year. One Ingerfol, who lived on the neck of land,

now in Portland, favv the fire at Wakefield's, and the

next day went to his plantation, and had evidence of

the cataftrophe of the unhappy family. In the fame

year Ingerfol' s fon w^as killed, when his father was a-

broad, and his houfes reduced to allies. Ingerfol Kved

on Cafco Neck, where Portland now is, and awned

lands at the place now called Caplfick.

There was a ceifation of hoflilities obtained for that

^'ear ; but in the year 1676, in the month of Augult,

the Savages killed and captured a great number of

pcrfons in Cafco. They carried away Anthony Brack-

et, with his wife, and one of his children. Bracket

lived on the land granted by George Cleaves, to Michael

Mitten, and where the family of Bracket has remained

ever fmce. One Robert Corbin, who lived not far

from Bracket's, was killed, together with Humphrey
Durham, and Benjamin Atwell. Two of the women
who were in Corbin's houfe, were carried away as cap-

tives. Thomas Bracket was killed at the fame time,

and his family captivated. There was a garrifon on the

hill now called Mountjoy's Neck, eaft of where the

town of Portland is, but Mountjoy and his people had

Hot confidence in its ftrcngth, fifficient to induce them

to
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to tarry there, and they therefore fled from it, to an

ifiand in the bay, called James Andrew's Ifland, which

is new faid to be that which is called Great Jebeag.

The inhabitants received a general alarm, from having

thirty four of their neighbours killed, or carried away

by the Savages ; and therefore fled to Jewel's Ifland

for fafety, and fortified a houfe for their defence ; but

in this fituation they w^ere obliged to feek for a fubfifl:-

ence from the main land, and from the waters. While

fame of them were employed in bringing corn from

their fields on the main, and others in getting fifli from

the creeks, and on the fhores ; one Potts was near the

fhore taking fifli, and his wife was on the bank within

his fight, the Indians furprized and carried her away,

with ail his children. A fon of his attempted to fly to

his father for aid, but was purfued into the w'ater and

taken. One of thefe children married a Clark, at Ber-

wick, in which town flie had lived with one Torier,

her mother's brother, after her return from captivity.

She has often related the (lory of her captivity in the

hearing of the Author. The Indians attacked the fort,

but did not take it. They aflaulted the people of the

garrifon, who were abroad, but were repelled by their

courage. As fome of the people who were abroad

were flying to Richmond's Ifland in their canoes, they

met a fmail armed veflTel, who came immediately to the

relief of the ifland, and carried the people away to Rich-

mond's. There w^ere feveral white people killed in

this aflault, and fome of the Indians fell in the action,

but how many is unknown.

The people at the weitward, as well in MaflTachufetts

as New Hampfhire, were determined to give relief to

the fettlers on the eaflern parts of the country. Ac-

cordingly
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cordinfrlv Captain Hathorne marched that wav, in com-

maud of a coniiderable force, but never came up with

any of the Savages. Yet v/Iiile he was there the Indi-

ans deftroycd Mountjoy's Ifland, and killed fome of the

people, and captivated others. After this was done

they moved off to the vvildernefs, and left the country

v;hich they had laid wafte.

There is no account of further wars in that part of

the country until the year 1686, when Sir Edmund An-

drofs was appointed governour of MaiTachufetts. There

were no doubt hoftiHties frequently committed, but

there are none of the particulars, v.'hich took place

betw^een 1676 and 1686, preferved. In 1676, there

was a peace made between the government at Bo(Ion,

and the Indians of Penobfcott ; whether the influence

of that treaty extended to all the Savages, or wlierher

they had other motives to peace, is now unkno\; n.

In 1689, ^^ Savages again attacked the eaflern

country, and colonel Church was employed in the com-

mand of forces raifed near Boflon to fupport the people

at Cafco Bay. His orders were from Thomas Danforth,

prefident of the Province of Maine. He was to ren-

dezvous at Falmouth, in Cafco Bay ; there was alfo

;in order from governour Bradflreet, who had been

clecled by the people after Sir Edmund Androfs was

fent away. By this commiffion he was to rendezvous

at Falmouth, to have under his command captains

Williard and Hall, and to m^ake vrar againfl the Sav-

atres in and about Cafco Bav.O J

There v/as then a fort of fome confequence at CaK:o,

and when colonel Church arrived at what is now Port-

hnd, he received intelhgence that there were feven

biUndred French and Indians on the iHand, allem.bled
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f^r the purpofe of taking the fort. The next day there

was an engagement between the troops under Church

and the Indians. There is no account of this adion,

excepting what Church gives in his hiilory, and he has,

from his being unacquainted with the country, defcrib-

ed the ph\ce where it happened in fuch a manner, that

it is very aillicult now to fix upon it, with any degree

of certainty. He iays, that he carried his army unto

the woods before day. and after fixin;:: out his fccuts he

returned to town ; when, after funrife, one of Bracket**

r;ns inlormed him that the enemy were in his father's

orchard. It is clear from this circumflance, that the

Ii.ciians mud have gone either up Fore River and land-

ed, iibcve the town, or have gone up Back Cove, and

1 .Lded I'o the head of it. The latter may be beheved

to be the moll probable, becaufe Church fays, that he

fought the Indians acrofs the river, and was inform.ed

that t'aey had run round the head of it, to go into

town ; and vve may w^ell fuppofe this river, to be the

creek, w^hich i uus up from the waters of Back Cove.

Br^ildes thi-^, the Indians drew off to the northward,

which they could not have done, if they w'ere on the

fo'jth '?A^ of Fore River. The action was terminated

in iavcur of Church ; and though his troops fullered

very mic u vet he faved the town, and the whole eafl

em ccuntv 5 by that aclion. There vere no m.ore at-

tempts made by the Savages, on Falniouth, in that

v_ar.

In the frring of the year, 169c, the Savages attack-

ed the town a;.^ain. There was a fort, near the water

fide, w^here Bearing's hou'e now fiands, and another

on ihe hilL near v/here the burying ground 13, and an-

Qihcr on the rocky grgund^ fouth from the place

where
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v/herc the firft meeting houfe Hands. The tvv-o laft

mentioned, were not very capable of defence ; the

people abandoned the one near where the burying

ground is ; and, in order to mjure the alfailants, plac-

ed a burning match in a hole bored into a barrel, which

contained gun powder, with a hope, that, as the In-

dians entered, the powder would kindle, and give

them an explofion ; but the firft who entered, fpied the

match, and extinguiilied it. They then proceeded,

and carried the fort by the water fide, by an affault,

and the other furrendered. By this fucccfs, one hun-

drcd people fell into their hands, and the town v;?.s

defolated.* The fiain had no funeral folemnities,

though their bones were gathered up by colonel

Church the next year, and laid under the earch. The
country, then being under the government of MaiTachu-

fetts Province, meafures were adopted for its protec-

tion. A flrong fort was erected, near the v/ater {\&z^

in Portland, called fort Loyal, and commanded by

Captain Tyng. Divers other forts and garrifoiri

were made in the tov/n, bv v/hich the inhabitants were

generally protected, and the town was incrcafed in

Dumber of inhabitants.

In the year 1727, the town of Falmouth, including

then, what is now Falmouth, Portland, and Cape

Elizabeth, fettled t!ie Rev. Thomas Smith, as their

minifter ; he is yet alive, and in the mdiiiftry at Port-

Lind. The Rev. Dr. Dean, was fettled as a colleague

withhim^ \vl the year 1767, Portland is what was tiie

firft parifh in Falmouth : the Rev. Mr. Brown is the

minifter of the fecond parifn, and is the Jirft minifter

ever

* Ilutchinfon, andthereUtion ofagcd pco;-';j.

O 2
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ever fettled there. The Rev. Mr. Williams is the fuc-

celTor of the Rev. Mr. "Wiiwall, who was the iirfl mm-
ifler in the third parlfn.

xVs the coiiiiLvy fettled round Falmouth, the neck of

land, v/hich is now Portland, became important. The
harbour is very eafy of accefs for the largeft fliips, and

the trade increafed, in proportion with the inhabitants

:

and in the year 1775, there v/ere upwards of two hun-

dred houfes, nearly together, upon the iflhmus ; a

large Congregational meeting hcufe, which yet remains,

a very elegant Epifcopalian church, and a court houfe,

were the public buildings. A new province was in

contemplation, and Falmouth was rifing to be the me-

tropolis ; but wc know not the fate of tomorrow.

The fliarp contention of politics between England

zmd America, did not extend itfelfto Falmouth, until

after the year 1770. There v/as a cullom houfe there,

and officers of v?urious denominations, under the crown.

It is a very extraordinary fact, that change of place or

prorpe<Si:, v/ill too frequently change a m.an's political

ODinion. The crown ofiicers had no doubt on their

minds, " that the parliament had a right to legifiate for

the colonies in all cafes whatever :" and the committee

of the town were as clear in the reVerfe of tiie pro-

pofition. Befides thij, the Epifcopalian miniiler con-

ceived the hierarchy to be in danger, unlefs the fuprem-

acy of the king was fupporte'd over the civil govern-

ments, as Vv'ell as over the church. To have an eccle-

fiafcical head, without civil authority, would be a fun-

damental error, according to the dogmas of the

church. Mr. Wifwall, and the greater part of his fo-

cietv, took a decided part v.ith the parliamentary claims.

Civil dllputes can eenerallv be mana;^ed with calm-
i. it) J a

ncis



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 205

nefs and humanity, unlefs there is a mixture of reli-

gious tenets, with political opinions. The animcfi-

ties between what were then called the whigs and tories,

increafed daily, and finally became fo exceedingly bitter,

that the Epifcopalicin clergymian, the cufiom houlc

and other crown oHicers, with m.any ethers, fled for

protection to the Britiili arm^y at Bolion.

There was then, and for fome yer.rs before had

been, a fmall floop of war, commanded by Captain

IMoet, who had been frequently at Falmouth, and had

been treated with great hofpitality there. Emboldened

by the former courtefy of the inhabitants, he ventured

to land in the town, in the year 1775, after hofliiiiies

had been commenced by the Britifn troops, at Lexing-

ton. There were no a6ls paffed, for fitting out armed

veiTels to cruife on the Britifli iTiips, until the month of

06lober, in that year. Captain Ivloet regaled himfeilf

with walking on the hill at the eafl part of the town,

when, to his great furprize, Mr. Thomfon, of Brunf-

wick, who is now known bv the title of bricadier

Thomfon, rufhed from a copie of pines, with a fmall

party of volunteers, under no orders of govci nment,

and made him. a prifoner. He had-no friend I'-igh, for

the tories Vv'cre all gone over for protedion, and lii^

leaving his fhip was an act of imprudence \vhich v^ould

undoubtedly forfeit his com mifl: on. lie, however, ob-

tained aid from a quarter, v.here he did not look for it.

The people at once became alarmed at an acl, which,

while it could by no means contribute to the aid of the

common caufe, might endanger tl-e town : for if he

iliould, having been taken there, be held in captivity^

ihere were flrong reafons to apprehend that the admiral,

then at Boflon, would refent the-infr.lt, bv rillrefllng,

O ^

'

if
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if not by deflroying the to\Vn. Upon thefe ideas, col-

onel Prelie, and colonel Freeman, the leaders of the

whig party, applied for, and obtained his releafe, upon

their becoming anfwerable to Mr. Thompfon for his fu-

ture ccnducL As foon as he was fet at liberty,

he failed for Boilcn.

It mi[.;ht have been fuppofed, from this piece of at-

tention and hindnefs, that Captain Moet would have

been the friend of the people, from whom he had re-

ceived it ; but that was not the return which their ur-

banity received. The men who had ned from the town

united with Captain Moet, in foliciting the admiral for

the dellruclion of the place. No doubt, fome of thofe

refugees may be excufed from a charge, which nothing

but the heat of a civil ccntefl could inftigate any civil-

ized people to commit.

On the 1 8th day of October, in that year, Captain

Moet returned to the harbour of Falmouth, with his

fioop of war, a brig, and two or three fmall vefTels.

He gave the people notice, that he was under orders to

reduce the town to allies ; and that he fhculd begin the

bufuiefs the next morning at fun rife. We may won-

der, at this day, that no oppohtion was attempted :

but when we reflecl on the diftrefs into which the in-

habitants were thrown, the anxiety they mud fuffer,

and the propennty which each one mud have poiTefied,

to fave fome fnare of bis goods from the general con-

flagration, oiu^ wonder will ceafe. To this m.ay be

further added, that a conteil with cannon, was quite

a novelty to the people, and the force of a fhip oi: war,

had, from the habit of thinking in the country, ob-

tained a terrible idea : befides this, there were only

two fix pounders, and for them there were no car-

tridges
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iridgcs prepared. The people employed themfelves,

during the night, in removing fuch of theii ciibdtb as

they could carry away, and the iii;xt morning the town

was in flames. The fliip,^and other veifcis, lay before

the town all day, and, wictioat ceiration, threw Inells,

carcaiTes and hot fliot, uniil the pubhc buildings, (ex-

cepting the Congregational meeting houie) viith one

hundred and thirty dwelhng houics, behdes itables and

appendages, were reduced to ailies. I'his being done.

Captain iVloct, with his fl^et, drew oiF, They tried to

fvive the houies of the refugees, and fuccceded in fever-

al inflances. Thus the pride of the Province of Maine

was laid defolate in one day : and one hundred and

fixty families, who, the day before, were ni eligible

and comfortable circumilances, were reduced to want,

and had not where to iheker themftlv^^s from the

autumnal florms, or the approaching winter.

There was an alarm, which fpread itfclf in ? very ex-

traordinary manner, foon after the cataHrophe of thut

unfortunate town : ail the fea coails were alarmed on

the fame night, from Bodon to Kenebeck, with an

univerfal cry that the Biitilh troops were landing to

burn the habitations of the people. This alarm urged

the people to throw up flight fortifications, on the har-

bours ; and whilfc the towns weft of Falmouth, v/ere

employed in that bufmefs, Captain Symonds came into

the harbour of that town, with a fliip of more force

than all thofe which had deftroyed it. An express was

fent to the other towns, and a number cf volunteei s

went to the afliilance of the remain3 of Falmouth, and

joined t!\e people there. When they arrived, the cap-

tain of the fljip fent on fliore, to forbid their throwing

up any works. 5 they however proceeded^ and prepared

O 4 the
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the materials for a battery ; and fitted two fix pcuPid-

ers, which were all the artillery they had : on feeing

that they were determined to attack the fhip with the

means they could command, the captain forgot his

threatening, and went out of the harbour as foon as

he could get away. The general court, on having this

matter Hated to them, ordered, that a fufficient force

fnould remain there all the winter, vAih. four hundred

troops, raifed for the purpofe of defending the fea

coad, and with authority to call in all the militia of the

Diftnct, if it ihould be found to be necalTary. Briga-

dier general Fry was fent, by general Walliington, to

take the command, in the fucceeding fpring ; but there

Iiever was another attempt on the place. The forts

"w^iich were thrown up haftily and without much fki^il,

before general Fry came, are to be feen there now.

Ihe town has increafed exceedingly, and, like the

Phcenix, ariles from the afnesof its parent, with great

magnificence and profperity.

y^mongll: all the calamities which Falmouth had fuf-

fcred, from its hril fettiement, there was none like thi^.

The Savages had f&cked the place twice, and at divers

times had affaulted and killed fome of the inhabitants
5

but no aO: of theirs was marked v/ith fuch deliberate

cruelty, and ungenerous perfidy, as this was. The

Savages fcalped women and children to obtain a hour -

ty, they robbed houfes for the fake of the plunder
;

but Captain Moet, wantonly, without the hope of gain,

cruelly, and without provocation, deflroyed the fub.

fiilence, and biafted the hopes of a whole commun-

ity.

As an appendix to thehiftory of Falmouth, that of

George Burroughs, may be introduced, to relieve the
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mind from the imprefiions made by attending to the

unfortunate dcPiTudion of the town.

Burroughs was Lorn in the county of EfTcx ; what

h.is education was, or where h.e acquired it, is not

known at the prefent day. Governour Mutchinfcn

fays, that he was fometimes a preacher at Wells
;

per-

haps there is no millakc in that ; but we know, that he,

in the year 1685, w^as a preacher in Falmouth. The

cellar of his houle was feen, fince the year 1770, fouth

of the Rev. Dr. Dean's meeting houfe. When the

town was facked by the Indians in the year iGgo, Bur-

roughs made his retreat to Danvers ; where he refided

in the year 1602. He was a man of a bad character,

and of a cruel difpofition. In the year lad mentioned

he was indicted of witchcraft, and tried at Salem, be-

fore judge Sewall, and judge Hawthorne. The indict-

ment was in the wxrds following, viz,

" Eflcx^Jf. The jurors for our fovereign lord and

lady, the king and queen, prefent, that George Bur-

roughs, late of Falmouth, in the Province of MalTachu-

fetts Bay, clerk, the ninth day of May, in the fourth

year of the reign of our fovereign lord and lady, Wil-

liam and Mary, by the grace of God, of England, Scot-

land and Ireland, king and queen, defenders of the

fai-h, cvC. and divers other days, and times, as w^ell be-

fore as after, certain deteilable arts, called witchcrafts

and forceries, wickedly, and feloneoufly hath ufed,

practiled, and exercifed, at and within the tov/n of Sa-

lem, in the county of Eilex aforefaid, and in and upon,

and againfl: one Mary Walkot, of Salem Village, in the

county of EfTex, fmgle woman, by which faid wicked

arts, the faid Mary Walkot, the ninth day of May,, in

the fourth year aforefaid, and divcis other days, and

times.
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times, as well before as after, was, and is tortured, af-

fiided, pined, confurned, wafted, and tormented, againft

the peace of our fovereign lord and lady, the king and

queen, and agalnfl the form of the flatute, in that cafe

made and provided." Three other bills were found

againft him, amongfl which one was for pradifmg upon

one Ann Putmian.

Governour Hutchinfon fays, that he was charged with

holding out a gun of feven feet barrel with one hand
;

and of carrying a barrel of cider from a cance to the

ihore, and of cruelty to his wives. This is not an ac-

curate account of the evidence. The affidavits of the

witnelTes were taken in writing, and fworn to in open

court, and are now on the files of the court ot.comm.on

pleas' in Salem.

Samuel Webber teflified that, " about feven or eight

years before that time, he lived at Cafco Bay, George

Burroughs w^as then minifler there, and having heard

much of his great ftrength, and the faid Burroughs

coming to our houfe, we v/ere in difcourfe about the

fame, and he then told m.e, he had put his fmgers into a

bung hole of a barrel of molaiTes, and lifted it up, and

carried it round him and fet it down again.''

There v/as another man, who tefufied, that he faw

" parfon Burroughs put his fore finger into the muzzle

of a large gun and hold it out ftrait."

Sufannah Shelden teflined, that Mr. Burroughs' ap-

parition came to her, and told her " that he had kill-

ed three children of his neighbours, his own two wives,

and tvv^o of his own children.*'

Mercv Lewis teflified thus, " Burroughs took mc
up on an high mountain, and fhewed me all the king«

doms of the earth, and cfforc-d them to me, if I would

writs ,
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write in his book, and faid Le would throw me down,

ana break my neck if I would not ; and faid that he

kept the devil as a fervant In his f]:op."

Before the grand jury Ann Putnian teftificd, as fol-

lows, " on the 8th day of May, 1692, 1 faw the appari-

tion of George Eui roughs, who grievoufly tortuied mc,

and urged me to write in his book, which I refufed :

then he told m.e, that his firil two wives would appear

to me preiently, and tell me a great many lies, but I

mull not beheve tliem. Then immediately appeared

to me the formxS of two women in winding fhccts, and

napkins about their heads ; at which I was greatly af-

frighted ; and they turned their faces towards Mr. Bur-

roughs and looked very red and angry, and told him

that he had been very cruel to them, and that their

blood cried for vengeance againfl him ; and alfo told

him, that they iliould be clothed with white robes in

heaven, when he fliculd be caft dcv.n into hell, and he

imm.ediately vani/hed away. And as fccn as he was

gone the two v/omen turned their faces towards me,

and looked as pale as a white wall, and told m^e they

v/ere Mr. Burroughs' two firft wives, and that he had

murdered thern. And one told m.e, that flie was hi*

firft wife, and he dabbed her under the left bread, and

put a piece of feahng wax in the wound, and f]:e pulled

afide the winding iheet and fliewed me the place. And
alfo told me that ilie was in the houfe where Mr. Parish-

then hved, when it was done. And the other told m.c

that Mr. Burroughs, and a wife he hath new, killed

her In the veflel, as (lie was coming to fee her friends

from the eadward, becaufe they would have one anoth-

er.

* The minifter of Danvers who firfl fet the trtatter of profecuting f;?r

witchcraft on foot.
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er. And they both charged me to tell thefe things to

the niagillrates, before Mr Burroughs' face ; and if he.

did not own them, tbey did not know but that they

fhould appear. This morning alfo, Mrs. Lawfon and

her daurrhter, told me that Mr. Eurroudis murdered

them. This morning alfo appeared to me, another

%voman in a winding llieet, and told m.e that Ihe was

Goodman Fuller's hrd wife, and Mr. Burroughs killed

her, becaufe there was a difference between her huf-

band and him. Alfo on the 9th day of May, during

the time of his examination, he did mod grievouHy tor-

ment Mary Wolkot, Mercy Lewis, Elizabeth Hubbard,

and Abigail Vv^illiams, by pinching, pricking, and

choaking them."

There was fome other evidence to corroborate this.

Burroughs was found guilty, on ail tlie indidments,

and was executed.

There was an extraordinary delufion in the old colo-

ny of MaHachufetts, at that time, as well as in Europe.

In both countries many innocent people fuEcred an ig-

nominious death ; and there can be no doubt, but that

the people who appeared to be tortured, were poifeiTed

by evil fpirits of fome kind or other ; nor have we any

reafon to doubt, whether there was not fome extraordi-

nary caufe from the (late of the atmofphere, or from

fomething elfe, which operated en the nerves of the

judges, and on the people at large, depriving them

in a great rneafure of their rational faculties.

If Burroughs had continued at Falmouth, he m.ight

have fallen a victim to the Savages, but he would not

have been executed for Vv^itchcrafr, becaufe there never

was a profecution for that crime to the eailward of

Pircataqua River.

SCARBOROUGH.
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SCARBOROUGH.
The town next to, and on the well fide of what-was

anciently Falmouth, or Cafco, is Scarborough. One
part of this town was known under the appellation of

Black Point, and the other of Blue Point. The terri-

tory w hich was under the former name, is now the call

pariin, where the reverend Mr. Lancaller is miniiler

;

and the part w^hich was called Blue Point, is the w^eit

parifli, where the reverend Mr. Chadv/ick is fettled.

The whole tovv-n is bounded on the fouth by the fea,

on the eafl by Cape Elizabeth, on the north by Gor-

ham and Buxton, and on the wefl by Pepperellborough :

it was incorporated by its prefent name in the year 1658,

by the Maifachufetts government. There are now two

thoufand five hundred inhabitants in the town.

The firft fettlements there were under Rigby's gov-

ernment. The lands in the eafl pariih, near the fea, are

held generally under Cammock's patent, a grant to

Jofielyn ; thofe in the wefl parifli are held under the

Indian conveyance to John Alger, and a part of the

patent to Lewis and Benython. With thefe are inter-

mixed a number of town, or proprietary grants, v/hich

were made in oppofition to the ancient titles. The
upper part of the town is held altogether under fuch

grants.

The fn ft account of a fcttlemxcnt at Black Point is

in Winthrop's Journal ; he fays, that at a general court

held in Boflon, in the year 1642, " appeared one

Richard Gibfcn, afcholar^ fent fome three or four years

fincc to Richm.an's liland, to be a minifrer to a fifliing

plantation there, belonging to Mr. Trewlaney, of Plym-

outh in England." Gibfon did penance for fpeaking

2fiainfl
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againfl the government, and on fubmitting to its" pow^

er had leave to depart the country.

The plantation was very inconfiderable Vv^hen it was

incorporated, and there are no town records of an ear-

lier date than the year 1669. In thefe, there is not

any thing worthy of notice until the year 168 1. In

that year a lift was taken of the iiihabi rants, for a tax

to the province of MaiTachufetts, vv^hich had then fuc-

ceeded by purchafe to Gorges' right. Two thoufand

feven hundred and feven acres of land and marfli were

returned, fixteen horfes, eighty cows, and fixty four

rateable inhabitants. In September, the fame year, there

was a lift returned of fifty fix inhabitants only, but this

muft have meant rateable inhabitants.

In the year 1681, Philip Foxvvell, Jonathan Temiy,

Samuel Oakman, and Henry "V^^illiams were felectmcn.

In that year the inhabitants ereded a fort on the eaft

fide of the town, near where the eaft parifh meetinghoufe

now ftands. In the year 1685, the town voted to build

a meeting houfe on the plains near the fort. The beft

lands v/ere on w^hat is called Nonefuch, a fmall ftream

which lofes itfelf in a creek that comes. up near Black

Point, through a great body of fait marfn. The lands

on the eaft fide of the ftream are not fo valuable, as

thofe on the weft fide ; but on the banks of that water

were the principal fettlements in the year 1669. From

the goodnefs of the foil on the weft fide, it is faid the

fireain took the name it bears at this day.

In the year 1682, there was a -vote in the town " ta

raife a tax of two fliillings and one penny, on each per-

fon, for the Lord, But there was very foon a contro-

verfy refpeding the place vvhere the meeting houfe

Ihould be erefted, and Edward Tyog and Francis Hook
were
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were appointed by the council to fettle the dlfpute :

who leported to have it near the fortiricatio :. The

next year the line was fettled between that town and

Falmouth.

The records are continued regularly until the year

1690, but there is nothing worth notice in the proceed-

insrs of the town.

In the year 1675, the town had its fliare in the troubles

of the times. A woman, and ux men, were killed there,

in that year ; and twenty houfcs burned. In the

fdcceeding year an attack was made on John Algcr,

-avho lived in what is now the v;ell pariih, on lands he

had purchafed of the natives ; after a warm engage-

ment of more than an hour, he received a mortal

wound, of which he died, and his brother was killed

by the Savages within a few days after.

The fame year there was an alfault made en the gar-

rifon in the eafl parifh, or at Blue Point, as it was then

called ; Mr. Joiielyn commanded the fort wherein the

people had' reared for fafety, but was induced to give

it up by the addrefs of one Mugg, an Indian, who had

been much amonf^ the Eno;li[h. While lofcelvn was

in treaty with Mugg, the people fied from the fort and

V. cnt over to Richmond's Ifiand : Joflelyn, upon this,

fubmiiied with his houfehold fervants to the mercy of

the Savages. Upon hearing of this unfortunate affair,

a party fet out from Great Illand, in New HampfhirCj

under the lead of James Fryer, to relieve tiiis diitrefTed

plantation ; and landing from their veifel, they fell in-

to an anibufh of the enemy, and fome of them were

Idlled, and the others taken. Fryer was .mortally

wounded, and foon after died. The Savages ufed the

rrifoners with humanity, and fuffercd fomx of them to

fee



ci6 THE HISTORY OF the

be ranfomcd immediately ; others they carried to

their winter quarters. Among thofe who were car-

ried away, was a Mr. Cabbot, the fon of the minifter ojf

Ipfv. ich. He was carried to the winter quarters of his

captor, at Mount Defert, from which he was fent to

Penobfcott, ai*id redeemed of Madockawando, the fa-

chem there, for a red coat.

The town was not broken up by this misfortune,

but continued garrifoned at Richmond's Ifland until

the year 1678, when an Indian peace took place.

They thought themfelves fecure under the governm.ent

and protection of the MaiTachufetts, and cheerfully

lubmitted to be taxed : but in the year 1 690, they were

comprehended in the general deftruction of the eaflern

country : and though the government they confided

in, could not protecl them, yet it provided for their re-

treat to a place of fafety. The tov/n records were

brought to Bofion, where they were preferved by the

governour and council, until the year 1719, and were

then delivered to the town.

There is on the tovrn records the form of two oaths

then adminiilered in New Kampfliire, by lieutenant

governour Wentworth, to William Cotton, who had

brought the records of Scarborouo-h from Bofton, to

deliver the fame to the agent of the tov/n, who was

fent to Portilnouth to take poUeilion of them. The

oath was in the wo,rds following, viz, " You fwear

by the name of the great God, that this book of re-

cords is the v/hole, which you received from the gov-

ernour and council, and the icals have not been brok-

en iinceyou received the fame."

The records w^ere delivered to James Jeitries, and he

was fworn as follov.'s : '^ You fwear by the name of

God,
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God, ihnt, as you are defired fairly and faithfully to

copy oul cvejy thing written in this book of records of

Scarborough, that you will neither cirecliy, nor in-

dircdly, add to or diminifli therefrom, and tJiat Vou

will deliver the fame unto lieutenant governour Went-
worth, for the ufe of the town.''* The conv taken by
Jeffrey, was lodged with governour Wentworth, but

what became of it is uncertain, as no accident ever

created a necefiity to call for it.

However flattering the refettlcment of the place

might be, yet the profpecl was very focn blafted bv a

fucceeding war.

In the year 1723 the Indians began their cruelties',

and in the fpring, eight of the people of Black Point

were killed; among them was Captain Hammon, a re-

fpectable leader, who died of fifteen gun {i.ot wounds.

The attack was fudden, but the people defended them-

felves in the fort. The Indians proceeded on to the

weft' fide of the town, and in their way killed the

wife of Roger Bearing, who lived on a farm, fince

known by the name of Nonefuch, and carried three of

his ciiildren into captivity. The next year one Mitch-

el was killed at Black Point. There was a ccilation of

hoililities foon after this, and a peace concluded be-

tween the French and Englifh, v/hicii gave fr.fetv to the

ealiern frontiers, until the year 17^4. In the year

1746, tv;o or three perfons were killed at Blue Point,

but as the Ouipcc tribes, and ^h^. Pickwocket Indians,

were broken up, and a line of forts cfrablilhed en. th^

eadcrn frontier^, ruivd the town.^ of Buxton and Gor-

ham planted above, Scarboroiigh had not much to

fear iroiH the Savagf?.

X
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The Rev. Mr. Thoiiipfon, was the nihiifter of the

firft parini, after the town was refcttlcd. And the Rev.

Mr. Elvin, was the minitler of the well parilh, before

the gentleman v/ho is there novv%

llie town of Scarborough is, hi general, good land,

and thofe who have depended on the foil for fubfift-

ence, have done very well ; but thofe who have gone

much into the lumber buhnefs, have been greatly im-

poverifiied. The advantages of foil are very good, and

when the inhabitants fliall attempt to change their ex-

tenfive fait marflies into frefli meadows, they will reap

great adv^vUtages from that mode of agriculture.

BIDDEFORD.
The river Saco invited people, for the purpofe of

the lifheries, at a very early date ; falmon, (had, and

other iilli, were plenty there, and the fea afforded cod-

fifn, in great plenty, near the river. Thefe advantages

drew a number of hiliermen together, previous to any

grant of die foil from the Europeans ; and foon after

the grants were made, there came over a number of

very refpeclable men : The pofterity of feveral of them,

notwithflanding the wars v/hich have diilrelTed the

country, remain there to this day.

In the year 1636, the inhabitants of the plantation,

then called Saco, agreed to raife a tax foi- the fupport of

pubhc v/orfhip. The aiTeiTment of that tax, as it (lands

recorded, has preferved the names of the firit fettlers.

Richard Benython, Richard Vines, and Thomas Lew-

is, v/cre taxed three pounds each ; Henry Boad, John

Wadlon, Thcm.as William?, forty (hilling* each ; and

Robert Sankev, Thomas Davis, George Froil, Oliver

Greenv/ay, John pHrker, John Smith, Samuel Andrews,

Wilhcm
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Wiliiran Chaddock, Robert Morgan, Henry Warrick,

Robert Hitchcock, Thomas Page, Ambrofs Berry,

Henry Watts, and Richard Foxv/ell, twenty fhillings

each.

On Saco river, was the firft exercifc of civil govern-

ment within the Province of Maine. Courts were

there erected, and a control ofjurifprudence fubmitted

to at a very early period ; but this will come more
properly under the head of Revolutions of Governments,

The plantation of Saco, was begun at a very carlv

period. In the grant of the council for the affairs of

New England to Oldham and Vines, in the year 1629,

it is recited, that " John Oldham, of Nev/ England,

gentleman, planter, had for fix years iaO: pad, lived in

New England, and had, at his own expenfe, tranfported

divers perfons there, and undergone great labour and

danger ; and that he, v/ith Richard Vines, gentleman,

and others, their affociates, had undertaken to tranfport

fifty perfons thither, within feven years, to plant and

inhabit there, to the advancement of the general plant-

ation of that country, and lv.q, ftrength and fafety

thereof, againfl the natives, or any other invaders." In

confideration of thefc exertions, the council granted to

Vines and Oldham, " all that tra£l known by the name
of Sagadahock, being between the cape or bay, called

Cape Elizabeth, and the cape or bay, commonly called

Cape Poipoife, containing from eaft to v»^eft, along the

fea, four miles, and eight miles into the country, on

the fouth fide of Sagadahock, yielding one fifth part of

all the mines to the king, and paying to the council,

twelve, pence, llerling inone^^ annually, forever, for

each hundred acres." - The deed was figned by Ros
Warwick, Edward Gorges, Ferdinando Gorges, and

P 2 Thomas
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Thomas Smitli, and livery of fefiii given in the year

1630.

Richard Vines, afterwards, in the year 1645, fold

his ihare in the patent to Robert Childs, Efq. Dodcr of

Phyfic ; and the patent, after that, was called the

patent of Oldham and Childs ; Vines was a high Roy-

aUft, which made it inconvenient for him to tarry in

America, after the year 1645.

In the year 1629, the council of Plymouth, granted

to Lewis, and Benython, a patent on the eaft fide of

Saco River, four miles wide on the fea (hore, and ex-

tending on the river eight miles into the country. The

river was then called Sagadahock, and the plantation

called Saco. It is to be obferved, that all the fettle-

ments in that day were on the fea wall. The road

from Pifcataqua eailward, was on th^ fea fhore^

through Cape Porpoife, and over the mouths of Saco

River, Blue Point River, Black Point River, and

through Cape Elizabeth, over a ferry kept on Fore

River, to where Portland now Is, until the year 1750,

when the pod road now ufed, was laid out by order of

the county court.

Thefirfl fettlements in Saco v/ere on Winter Plar-

hour, and along the fea diore. There does not ap-

pear to be any regular fettlement made at Saco before

the vear 1636. The various contentions for jurifdic-

tion, between Gorges and other claimants, muft

have been very dlfcouraging to the planters. V/hat

added Ml more to their difhcultics, afterwards, was,

that the fuccefs of the parties here, depended much

'\:pon the termination of the civil v\'ar in England. If

Charles prevailed againft the people and parHament,

then Gorges' clairyi would rife fupericr to all the oth-

ers.
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crs, and the Maffachufetts could not contend aixainft

him ; but if the people prevailed, then there would be

an end to the royal patent : this controverfy continu-

ed until the year 1648 ; nor could the event be known
here, until 1649. The people were raifed from their

ftate of fufpenfc and hefitation, in the year 1653, and

took their lands under the Maffachufetts, notwithiland-

jng they had before held under Vines and under Rig-

by. The men who appeared, were William Phillips,

of Boflon, Ralph Triilram, Peter Hill, and others,

who had before agreed to have lands and meadows of

Vines and Oldham : yielding one day's work annually,

and one fifth part of all the mines and minerals, to

them, their heirs and fuccefibrs. The fame V\^il-

liam Phillips afterwards lived at Saco, on the weft

fide of the river, near the corner on which the travel-

ler turns to go to the bridge. The cellar of his houfe

remains fo far as to diftinguifh the place of his ancient

habitation ; he was the ancefior of the prefent prefidentof

the fenate of Maflachufetts. He aftervvai'ds purchafed

the fame lands, and divers other large tracls on the riv-

er, of the natives.

In the year 1653, the freemen of Saco met, and di-

vided their meadows. There was a claim by the in-

habitants to the mill privileges on the river, according

to Vvhich they allowed Roger Spencer, in the year 1 655,
to ered a faw mill, he paying the town twelve thou-

fand feet of boards, and employing townfmen in prefer-

ence to others. The fettlers multiplied^ and James

Gibbons, and divers others, in the year 1655, were

made freemen. In the year 1661, fcven men were

chofen to take care of the town affairs, under the de-

nomination of prudential men,

P 3 One
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One Seth Fletcher was the firft preacher there. A
vote is recorded in the year 1 666^ for feating the women

in the meeting houfe, and Mrs. Phillips, the wife of

the gentleman before mentioned, and Goody Booth,

who was, no doubt, the wife of Robert Booth^ Efq,

were placed in the moft honourable feat. In the year

1667, the town voted to raife fifteen pounds fixteen

fhiliings and eleven pence, to be paid in wheat at five

fniilings and {\x pence a bufnel, and Indian corn at three

fnillings and fix pence, and other things in proportion.

From this it may be concluded, that there was no great

fcarcity of money in the country at that time. In the

year 1669, the vote of the town was unanimous, to

continue Mr. Fletcher as a minifter ; and to pay him

fifty pounds a year, as falary ; for which purpofe, it

was* ordered, that every fimple man fhould pay fifteen

rnillings, and all the others according to their eftatec.

How long Mr. Fletcher continued their minifter does

not appear ; but it is very probable, that he was there

until the Indian wars came on in 1675. There feem-S,

after that time, to be a chafm in the records. In the

year 17 17, Mr. Short was fettled as a munifter, and the

next year, the general court m.ade a grant of forty

pounds to fupport a minifter at Winter Harbour, for

tliat year, and ordered that the inhabitants fliould be

iaveiied with town privileges, according to the ancient

bound s of the town : pro\ ^Jed the orderwas not to infringe

on titles, and that at leaft fifty families be admitted and

fettled in a comipad: and defenhble manner, as fcon as

may be, according to the dircclion of the honourable

John Wheelvv'right and others, a committee for regu-

lating caftern fcttlements, and that the name thereof be

]jhf(i{f:rcL"* By this it appears, that the town v/as.

* XJiddetbrd Records,

\
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thus incorporated in ihc vear 17 iS. It was; a corpora-

tion by the name ol Saco, as early as 164U under the

government of Sir Alexander Ri^'by.

In the year 17 18, the town agreed to build a meeting

houfe, thirty five feet long and thirty feet wide. That

houfe v\'as erecled near Winter Harbour, five miles be-

low where the pod road now is. How long I\Ir. Short

continued their miniilcr does not ap])ear ; but, in the

year 1723, there w^as a committee raifed to apply to thj

town of Arundlc, to engage that town to allow their

minider, the reverend Mr. Eveleth, to preach half the

time at Bidd:ford ; and he agreed to come for twenty

fix pounds. In the year 1729, they voted to give Mr.

John Moody an invitation to fettle, but he declined
j

and the fame year the Rev. Mr. Willard, the father of

the prefent prefident of Harvard college, was fettled

therg ; after his death, which haonened within a few

years after he was ordained^ the Rev. Mr. Morrill was

fettled, and on his death in 17773 the prefeat minider,

the Rev. Mr. Webfter, was ordained.

The town of Pepperellborough was incorporated in

the year 1772; and contains that part of Biddeford,

which Vv^as on the eaft lide of Saco River, comprehend-

ing all the patent of Lewie and Benychonj excepting a

fniall part, which has fallen within tiie jurifdiction of

Scarborough, The Rev. John Fairfield i: the firil fet-

tled miniiler there. The town contains fourteen hun-

dred inhabitants, and Biddeford eleven hundred.

The land in Biddeford on the bank of Saco River is

very good, but farther back the foil is rather inditferent.

This occafioned the lots to be laid out in an awkward

manner, ^vhich has retarded the fettlement of thz place.

The lots ;irc from thirtv to one hundred rods wide on

J- -^ me
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the river, and extend four miles in length acrofs the

patent of Vines and Oldham.

Saco fuffcred in common with the other eapLern

plantations by the SSvages.

John Eenython, who was the fon of the ancient pa-

tentee, lived on the patent about half a mile below the

Fallj on the eafl fide of the river, and a quarter of a mile

from the water. Within thirty years pad, the founda-

tion of his chinmey was turned up by the plough, and

an odd formed brafs candleftick, with other old faflrion-

ed utenfils, were found where the cellar is fuppofed to

h?.ve been. The hcufe was burned by the Indians, in

the year 1675, as will be m.entioned prefently.

Vines lived near Winter Harbour, en the fea fliore,

but major Phillips ereded his houfe on the weft fide of

the river, near where the bridge is now (landing.

V/hen the Indians, under the fachem Philip, and the

Narraganfett tribes, made war on the white people,

Phillips and Benython fortified their houfes, becaufe

they were apprehenfive of an attack from the Savages,

who were inftigated by the weitern tribes.

The Indians, and white people, were in clofe neigh-

bourhood on Saco River, from the firil period of their

fettlement to the 3'ear 1675, and held a friendly inter-

ccurfe together ; neverthelefs the white people gener-

allv fortifitd themfelves againft an expecled invafion of

their habitations. An Indian woman was affronted by

a fochlh curiohty in one of the people of Saco. It had

been faid that the Savages had fuch a natural propenfi-

ty for fwimming that they woidd keep themfelves 11cm
finking before they were a day old : to make the ex-

periment he caft an infant into the river ; the child

iunk« and ilie mother imm«diatelv plunp-cd in the water
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to favc her infant from drowning. This happened at

an unlucky moment, when the wefLcrn Indians were

.jnfligating the Abcnaquls to hoftihties.

In September 1675, a friendly native gave Mr. Eenr-

thon notice, that a llrange Indian had come from the

welhvard, and was then among theni. Alarmed at thig

circumflance, Benvthon cam.e over the river to the

garrifon of major Philhps for fafety. Ke had not been

there an hour, before he faw the fiames of his own build-

ings. Tli<i Savages crolftd the river in the afternoon,

and made an afiault on the garrifon of Phillips ; the

major, and the few people who were with him, made a

couragious, and fuccefsful defence. In the evening,

the enemy contrived a flratagem, defigning to carry the

place by alTault. They took the large \vheels which

were ufed at the mulls for the lumber bufmefs, and

ereded a battery upon the axletree, and taking hold of

the fpear ran it back towards the garrifon ; Phillips

Hood ready for an opportunity, and there being fofc

ground on the bank of a brook, which is now to be

feen at the corner of the way as the traveller turns

towards Saco Bridge, and near the cellar of Phillips,

one wheel funk into the mire, and the other holding

its m'otion, turned the fpear, by which the Indians were

pufliing the wheels, fo that they were ail expofed to

the lire of the fort, which was fo well dired:ed that they

were difcouraged from any further attem.pt. The Capt,

of the aflaihvnts was mortally wounded, and fever al

others killed. Before the Indians erefted the battery

on the wheels, they burned the fav/ mills, and all the

out houfes, and tenants' habitations. The Indians hav-

ing loll fifteen of their aumber moved off towards Blue

Point.

The
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The principal fettlements at Saco, at that tinie, were

on the fea fhore, near Winter Harbour, which was then

called the town : and the place where Phillips lived

on the falls of Saco River, was confidered as a frontier.

Pie urged, the people from the town to come to his af-

fiflance, but they declined it, and he therefore deferted

his fortrefs ; which foon after was deftroyed by the

enemy. Major Phillips, and feveral of his people, were

wounded in the defence of his garrifon. In that fall,

feveral people were killed at Saco, and fome carried

into captivity. The whole of the plantations, except-

ing the fifjiermen's huls, which were on a neck of land,

formed by the v/aters of tiie pool, and by the ocean,

were in that feafou of the year, deftroyed by the Sav-

ages.

There was no further attack upon Saco, and a peace

took place the latter part of the year after.

There were no other hcflilities until the vear 1688,

when Cafline, a Frenchman, whofe charader has been

mentioned, furnifhed the Indians with powder and oth-

er {lores, for making war. This he was moved to do,

bccaiife his houfe was plundered at Penobfcctt by the

white people vv^hile he was abroad. One Blackman

feized eighteen Indians at Saco, and carried them prifon-

ers to Boflon ; but they v.ere fet at liberty by Sir Ed-

mund Androfs, governour of the Province.

In the year 1693, Captain Convers.who had the com-

mand of four or five hundred men, under the pay of

IMalTachufctts, and raifed for the defence of the eaftern

country, eroded a flcne fort on Saco P.iver, not far

from w^here the garrifon of Phillips' had been ; the re- 1

mains of it are to be feen opponte to the Lower Fall
"

en the river at this day. That fort was well placed,

and
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and ftrongly built. The Indians never attempted to

t?ke it, and the Icttlers derived great fecurity from its

exiftence.

There were frequent aiTaults from the Sa\-ages, and

frequent ceiTatlons for fliort periods, but there is no ac-

count of any further depredations on Saco, until the

vear 1710. In October, Bomazon, a noted facheni,

appeared at Saco with l:xty or feventy men, and killed

feveral people and captivated fereral others. There

was a loner truce after the treatv of Utrecht, in 171 2 ;

but hoftiiities were commenced in the year 1723. In

July, Dommicas Jordan, who lived on the neck of land

at Winter Harbour, was alTaulted in his field, but be*

ing a man of great courage and iirmnefs, he took up,

and prefented his gun, and without difcharging it, went

backwards and recovered his g-arrifon. He received

three v/ounds in his retreat. The garrifon houfe is

there at this day. The poflerity of Jordan are the

principal men in the town, in the prefent time ; one ot

his grandfcns is prcfident of the court of feiTions, and

firll juilicc of the court of common pleas, and another

is a mxagiftrate, and was lately a fenatcr from that

county.

The long peace which preceded th.£ v.ar of 1744,

gave a refpite to Biddeford in common with the other

frcntrers. A garrifon, called a block houfe, v/as ered*

ed in that war, at the diftance of five miles from Saco

Falls up the river. There v/ere one or two people kill-

ed in or near Biddeford, in that war ; but as the OlTipee

tribes, and the Pickwocket nation, were nearly extir-

pated, there was no great danger from Indians. Thera

are the remains of feveral parrifons on and near the

iivcr. There was a gr'rrifon called Scammon's Fort,

ill
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in the year 1690, the remains of whkli do not now
appear. It mud have been on the high land about

one mile below the meeting hoiife in Pepperellborough,

and about one quarter of a mile from the river. In

that year, the famous colonel Church, and captain

Convers, exchanged a few Ihot with the Indians, near

that garrifon, and killed feveral of them.

The Indians had feveral towns up the river Saco ;

and on the Offipee Rivers, which empty their waters

into the Saco, they had a refidence for feveral tribes
;

but their capital town was fifty miles from the fea,

where Fryburgh now is, and was then known by the

name of Pickwocket.

Governour Winthrop, in his Journal, page 247, gives

an account of the adventure of one Darby Field, in

going up to the White Hills in tli£ year 1642. There

can be no doubt, from the defcription there given of

the hills, agreeing fo exactly with what is given by late

travellers, that Field went to the top of thefe moun-

tains. He called it the diflance of one hundred and

fixty miles from the fea, but it is now found to be halt

that diflance only. He was eighteen days, with an In-

dian guide, in his journey to the Hills, and other people

fmce that time have accompHlhed it in four days. At

the foot of the Hills, he faid, there w^as an Indian town

with two hundred houfes : There can be no doubt but

that this was Pickwocket, though that fettlement could

hardly be faid to be at the foot of the hills. The high-

efl: part of the Mountain is more than thirty miles from

the village, but the hills rife above each other, in con-

tinuation, from Pickwocket to the fumniit of the

Mountain.

ARUNDLE.
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A R U N D L E.

. The ancient village of Cape Porpoife was incorpo-

rated by the name of Arundle in the year 17 18.

That town is principally on a cape, known on the

charts by the appellation by which the village was

formerly called.

The lands granted by the council of Plymouth to

Vines and Oldham, on the well: fide of Saco River, was

allowed to its original grantees by the favour of MaiTa-

chufetts government ; but Cape Porpoife being held by

grants underRigby,who by his patent, claimed the powers

of civil government, hadnot much refpectpaidto the title

of lands witLixi it. On the weft fide of the village was

the town of Wells, held by a deed given to parfon

Wheelwright, by Gorges, and bounded on Kenebunk

River, then called Cape Porpoife River, fo that A-

rundle was limited on each fide, and on the northerly

part is not more than two miles wide.

The patent of Sir Alexander, extended from Cape

Porpoife, eailward to Cafco Bay ; and a great number

of grants were made by his agent George Cleaves.

In 1648, a deed v/as made to Morgan Howell of one

hundred acres, at Cape Porpoife, and fixty acres on

Eadern River. In 1661, he conveyed to John Bufh

four hundred acre?^ to Gregory Jeffrey two hundred

acres in Cape Porpoife near the fca. and without the

boundaries of Saco patent. To Richard Moore four

hundred acres. Thefe lands are all defcribed in the deeds,

as being within the village of Cape Porpoife, and in the

Province of Lygonia. Upon thefe grants an annual quit

rent of t^n drillings for each hundred acres was referv-

ed to '' Colonel Alexander Rigby, Euj. prefident of the

Province of Lygcnia,"

There
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There rauft have been grants of an earlier date than

thofe mentioned, but if any were made they were nev-

cf recorded ; nor was the patent of Rigby ever record-

ed in this country. The patent was miade in 1629, ^^^^

there were fettlements at Cape Porpoife as early as 1632 j

for in Winthrop's Journal-, page 42, we have an account,

that in that year, one Jenkins went from Dorchefler to

that place, and travelled up into the country, with

goods to trade with the natives, that he was in a wig-

wam with one of Pafeconomy's men, and was killed

while he was afleep.

The plantation of Cape Porpoife, being fliielded by

Wells and Saco, and on a neck of land ilretching into

the fea, did not fuffer much at an early day by the hand

of the Savages. In what was called the three years

war, beginning in the year 1723, fome perfons were

killed there. One Smith, and one Baily, were among

them; the former was killed on Vaughan's Ifland, and

the other at a place near where the old meeting houfc

flood, on the fea fhore. Afterwards, in the year 1726,

two families were afiaulted at a place on Kenebunk River,

one mile belovv' where the pcil road now goes ; a Mrs-

Baxter, and her child, were killed, and feveral per-

fons were carried away to Canada. One John Durrell,

who is now alive in that town, was one of the captives.

The Savao-cs took a bible of Baxter's, and carried it

about half a mile, Vv'here it lay all winter, and is now

in the town* of Arundle in good order.

We have no early records of the fettlement of min-

iflers in Cape Porpoife. It appears by Saco records^ -

that the Rev. Mr. Eveleth preached at Arundle, and at

Saco, alternately, in the year 1723.

The
* "RsY. Mr. Moody's Letter.
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The firfc gentleman Vvlio was ordaiiiccl there, was

the Rev. Thomas Prentlfi:. He was fettled in the year

1730, and afterwards was removed to Charledown, in

173S. The Rev. John Ilovey, was fettled at Cape

Porpoife in 1741. and dihniiTed in 1768. The Rev. Si-

las Moody, who is now there, was ordained in the year

1771.

W ELLS,
Calixt) by the Indians Webhannet, took its original

fettlemcnt from a religious controverfy. In the year

16365 Mr. Wheelwright, a learned minifler, and broth-

er in lav/ to the famous Mrs. Hutchinfon, embraced

her doctrines : and in January, 1637, preached an An-
tinomian fermon, for which he was called to an ac-

count by the general court at Bofton, v/here he refid-

ed ; and he refufmg to make an acknowledgment of

his error, was fentenced to be banifhed from, the col-

ony. In the prefent day, the public mind feems Tcead-

ily fixed to a principle in governments that no man is

to be perfecuted or puniihed for his religious opinions or

fentiments, however wrong or abfurd the fame may be,

provided he does not difturb others in their religion : but

that for thofe actions only, which are open breaches of

the lav.'S, are men to be called in quefnon before the civil

authority. While we felicitate curfelvcs upon this

progrefs in the art of governmernt, w^e ought not rafii-

Iv, or fuddenly, to condemn the conduct of the rulers,

V- ho had the managemient of the infancy of the New
England colonies : the light they had, was very well

uiited to the habits and feelings of die people over

whom they were placed as rulers.

There
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1,'lici'c was a peculianty of thinking in that age, both

ill Europe and America, which we can hardly realize

at this day. An enthufiafm raged over a great part of

tlie world, which, in its ccnfequenceS;, promoted the

difcovery and thefettlernent of ncv.- countries. Rulers

and ruled were alike aflre6led with it, while candour

and chanty were, as we are at this day ready to fuppofe,

too generally excluded. la tlie prefent ftate of our

governments in America, and in the enlightened age

in which we live, religious opinions, however ftrong-

iy they may be expelled, or however forcibly they

may be urged, can do us no hurt ; but it will by no

means fojlow from thence, that no injury could arife

from the reception of Antinomian principles, in the

early day of the country. The number of people was

then very fniall, every one was in fearch after, or incul-

cating fome nevv^ tenet in rehgion ; and if the greater

part of the community, could have been brought to

beheve, that their future happinefs did in no way de-

pend upon the morality of their condud in this Hfe,

it misfht have endani^ered the well beincr of the colon"^\

Mr. Wheelwright being baniflied from the colony of

Mafiachufetts, foon after the year 1636, with feveral

people who adhered to him, began a plantation in New
IlampHiire, which they called Exeter, and which has

been ever fmce called bv that name. There w^as a

controverfy in the year 1639, between Wheelwright,

Underbill, Larkam, and one Knolles, as they pretend-

ed, refpecting matters of religion ; but, it was in fact a

contention for the chair of government over the new

colonv. Such was the rzg-z of that day for religious

difputc-b, and fo fond were the people to engage on the

one iMc, and the otht-j that when parties wifhed to

gaiu
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gain numbers in political contentions, it was good

management to give the controverfy a religious com-

plexion. Underhill excelled Wheelwright, in prac-

tice upon the Antinomian plan, for he clearly fliewed

by his manner of life, that he did not depend upon the

law, but upon faith alone for future happinefs j and he

obtained the government.*

They made a very dutiful addrefs to Charles the

firft, and fubmitted their colony to his royal pleafure.

This at once raifed the jealoufy of MalTachufetts, who
were oppofed as much as they dared to be, to all claims

©f royal authority. That government took the op-

portunity, while the Exeter men were engaged in their

quarrel, to pafs a refolution extending their patent

further northward, fo as to take in Mafon's claim, and

confequently, the plantation of Exeter was included.

Wheelwright finding himfelf in danger of being

again within a jurifdidion, from which he had been

banifhed for herefy, thought it bed to remove himfelf

further eaftward ; and applied himfelf to the govern-

ment of Gorges. In the year 1643, Thomas Gorges,

deputy governour of the Province of Maine, made a

deed to John Wheelwright, paftor of the church in

Exeter, of a trad of land in Wells, in the county of

Sommerfett, bounded northeaft of Ogunquit River.

This town was firft applied for, by Mr. Hutchinfon,

as appears on the hrft book of the town records. This,

no doubt, was Edward Hutchinfon, the hufband of

Ann : he was banifhed from the MalTachufetts, in the

year 1641, and afterwards fettled in Rhode Ifland,

where he died in 1642. Wheelwright was of the

fame
* Winthrop's Journal, 158.
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fame fentiments, as has before been obferved. The
deeds to Wheelwright, and his aiTociates, are in the

Appendix, Nol II. and III.

Mr. Storer, and Mr. Littlefield, followed Mr. WheeU
Wright to V7ells, and their pofierity, in the fourth de-

gree, are there at this day. The defcendants of Mr.

Wheeh.vright, are found both in Boflon and in Wells.

The power of MaiTachufetts feeraed to extend itfelf

againft Gorges' government with fo much fuccefs,

that Wheelwright found himfelf obliged to fubmit, and

make his acknowledgment for his former herefy. He
went afterwards to England, and was noticed by Crom-

well. When he returned he became miniller of Salif-

bury in the county of EfTex. He died in the year 1680,

and his will was proved in the Province of Maine in

1 63 1, where it is recorded.

VvMls was incorporated in the year 1653, by an

order of MaiTachufetts colony. As it was called by the

fame name, in the deed of Gorges to Wheelwright
;

and as it was a part of the county of Sommerfett, thero

can be no doubt that it was a corporation under the

government of Gorges, though the charter cannot now
be found.

The ancient bounds of the town, have been pre«

ferved ; it is bounded fouthv/efterly by York, from

which it is divided at the fea by Aguntiquitt River

;

foutheaflerly by the fea; northeafterly by Arundle,

from which it is divided at the fea fliore, by Kenebunk

River ; and northwellerly by the new towns of Cox-

hall and Sandford. There is a fmall part of the wefl*

erly corner which joins upon Berwick. The land is

not very good in Wells, but there is a great body of

marlh which the people avail themfelves of. Thero
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rs a confiderable trade, more efpecially in the eafi: par-

ifh, on Moufum River.

There are now two parities there, in both of which

miniflers are regularly fettled, according to the Congre-

gational mode.

After Mr. Wheelwright, there was no minifiier fet-

tled until the year 1701, when Mr. Samuel Emery was

ordained. Mr. Samuel JefFerdfon fucceeded ?vlr. Emery
in the year 1725.

In the year 1750, the town w:is divided into two

parifhes, and in 1751, the Rev. Daniel Little was or-

- Gained in the fecond parifli, and has continued there to

this time. Mr. Richardfon fucceeded Mr. Tefferdfon in

- the year 1754, as minifter of the firfl pariflij and was

fucceeded by Dr. Hemmingway, in 1759.

When the town was divided in the year 1750, it

contained only one thoufand inhabitants j it now con-

tains three thoufand.

Wells has endured its full fliare of fufFering, in the

conflict with the Savages. In September 1675, Mr.

Gouge, was fhot from his horfe as he was going home
from public worfhip, and his wife, who v^as on the

fame horfe, was mortally wounded with hatchets.

Soon after their unfortunate death, George Farrow,

fell by the enemy. The fame month, the Indians made

an attack on Ifaac Littlefield, w^ho refufing to yield

himfelf a captive, was fhot, and died inllantly on the

place where he fell.

Several others fufiered in the v/ars, which continued

•with few, and fhort intefmiflions, until a truce in 1688.

In the mean time, the inhabitants, by aid of the gov-

ernment of Maffachufetts, fortified themfelves with

jfeveral garrifons ; the principal cf which, was at the

<^ 2 houfe
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houfe of Mr. Storer, one of the firft fettlers. That

fort was near where the old meeting houfe flood, and

nearly half a mile fouth of the prefent place of public

worfhip ; and was (landing fmce the year 1760. An.

army of French and Indians attacked that garrifon,

where all the people of the town had fled for fafety, in

the year 1692. The French were commanded by one

Labrocee, and the Savages by Madockawando, the fa-

chem of Penobfcott. They were repulfed, but fet on

fire fome veffels, which were in the harbour, by

means of fire arrows, but the fire was extinguifhed, and

the fhot from the fort caufed them to go oif. The wo-

men courageoufly gave aid to the men, both by ferving

fhem with ammunition, and by difcharging mufkets at

the Indians. The fiege, or rather affault, continued

forty eight hours, in which Labrocee, and feveral of

his people fell. There was no injury done to the gar-

rifon : but one John Diamond, who was pailing from

the vefTels to the fort, was killed, and great deftruQion

was made among the cattle.* In the year 1696, the

wife and children of Thom.as Wells, were killed, and

a Mr. Sayer, and his family, and two other men wha
were going to Wells, from Kittery, with the news of

major Frofl's being killed, were ambuflied and flain.

In the year 17 12, divers aflaults were made upon the

town, and feveral perfons killed, and others taken. A-

mong the captives, was one Mr. Plaifted, who went

from Portfmouth to be married to Captain Wheel-

v/right's daughter. The next day after the wedding

the company wanted their horfes from the pailurds, but

as there were flrong apprehenfions of danger from the

Indians, the fervants and the other people were afraid

to
* HiAtchlnfoD.
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to venture out of the garrifon ; Mr. Plaifted, to exhibit

his prowefs, ventured with fome of his company, fell in-

to an ambufli of the enemy, and was made a prifoncr ;

the Indians knew their advantage too well to kill fo

valuable a prifoner, and therefore offered him for, and

obtained, a ranfom of three hundred pounds.* That

year, the treaty of Utrecht influenced the natives to

propofe a peace.

In th€ three years war, which commenced in 1723,

feveral perfons were killed in the town. In the war

which began in 1744, Wells had become an inland

town, and the incuriions made by the government's

forces on the OlTippee and Pickwockct tribes, had dif^

perfed the Savages to the frontiers of the French fet-

dements. The expeditions which difperfed thofe tribes

will be mentioned in another place.

YORK.
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, was a very ambitious,

and a very unfortunate man in his ^nterprizes. He
1^'iflied to accumulate a fortune, and to achieve a char-

acter. To perpetuate his reputation as lord proprie-

tor, he gave the plantation of York the name of Gorgi-

ana. The earlieic grant of lands in York, is by a

deed from Sir Ferdinando Gorges, to his nephew
Thomas Gorges^ of five thoufand acres of land on the

river Orgarnug,and the lands of Agimintius. This deed

W'as in the feventeenth year of the reign of Charles L
and fezin and poffeflion was given in 1642.!

In 1641, Sir Ferdinando granted a charter of incor-

poration, as a city, to the plantation, compofed of a may-

or

* Hutcliinfon.
-f-
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or and eight aldermen. Thomas Gorges was the fir (l and

Jaft mayor of the city.* No great obedience Vv-as paid to

his authority 5 but the people governed themfelvesby aifo-

ciationSj v/hich we fhall mention hereafter.

It is very probable that the records of the city pro-

ceedings were carried av/ay upon the revolution which

took place in the Province of Maine, in the year 1653 j

for no records of a date earlier than that, of either town

or city proceedings, are to be foynd. From the year

1 642, to 1 653, the grant of lands in York, by the agents

of Sir Ferdinando, were very frequent.

York is bounded foutheafteily by the fea, northead-

erly by Wells, northv/efterly by Berwick, and fouthweft-

erly by Kittery. There are no confiderable rivers in

it ; and the land is exceedingly good.

We do not find that they had ever a preacher there

under the government of Gorges. In the year 1660,

one Burdet, who had been expelled from Exeter, for

mifdemeancrs, became a preacher to thofe who chofe

to attend upon him ; but he w^as puniiTicd for lewd-

nefs bv the civil authority, and foon ceafed to be ^
public teacher.

In the yer.r 1675, Mr. Shubael Dummer w-as regu-

larlv fettled in the miniftrv there, and was killed bv

the Indians in the year 1692. He lived near the fea

fide, at a neck of land near what is called the Roaring

Rock ; as he was attempting to efcape from the

Savages, he w^as fnot through the back, and fell dead

on his face. A great part of the town was dedroyed,

on the fame day. The inhabitants, upon this calam-

itv, were about to abandon the place, but taking

courage, and finding a fupport from the governmenr,

they continued their poiTeilion \ and in the year 1700,

fettled

* Ilutchlnibn.
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fettled the Rev. Samuel Moody as minifter. He con-

tiPxued until the year 1747, when he died, refpeQedby

the country, and beloved by the people. He had

many fingularities in his condud, which may ferve a3

curious anecdotes in the prefent day, but he was a pi-

ous and ufeful man, as a gofpel miniRer. After his

death, in the year 1749, the prefent minifter, the Rev.

Mr. Lyman, was ordained.

There are two parifhes in York. In the fecond, the

R,ev. Jofeph Moody, fon to the reverend gentleman

before mentioned, was the firfl: miniHer. His immedi-

ate fuccefibr, the Rev. Mr. Landlon, is m.inifter there at

this day.f A fon of Mr. Jofeph Moody has lately been

the preceptor of Dummier Academy, at Nev/bury, and

now lives with others of the family in York. The fe-

cond pariih in York is generally called, Scotland parif}].

In the time of the civil war betv/cen Charles and the

parliamxcnt, Cromwell gained a vidory over the troops

w^hich had affembied under the royal flandard in the

north of England, and not knowing how to difpcfe

better of his prifoners, he banifhcd them from the realm

of England, and fent them to America. Among them

were the Mclntires, the Tuckers, the Maxwells, occ.

thofe came to Gorges' government, becaufe he v/as a

royalift, and fettled in what is now the fecond pariih in

York, from which circumftance the place was called

Scotland.*

In governour Winthrop's Journal, page 206, there

is a circumdance refpeding the firfl fettlement and

government of York, which it will be well to tranfcribe

into this hiflory. " This funimer, (1640,) here arriv-

ed
* Judge Sayward's Narration. f Mr. Landlon hasdi5df:iic2 this

hiitory has been In the prcfs.

Q 4
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ed one Mr. Thomas Gorges, a young gentleman of the

inns of court, a kinfman to Sir Ferdinando Gorges,

and fent by him with a commifTion for the government

of the province of Sumrnerfetrnire. He was fober, and

well difpofed j he ilayed a few days at Bofton, and was

very careful to take advice of our magiftrates, how to

nianage his affairs, &c. When he came to Accomen^

ticus he found all out of order ; for Mr. Burdet ruled

all, and had let loofe the reins of liberty to his lufls---

that he grew very notorious for his adultery ; and the

neighbours finding Mr, Gorges w^ell inclined to reform

things, they complained of him, and produced fuch foul

matters againft him, as he was laid hold on, and bound

to appear at the court at Saco ; but he dealt fo with

fome others of the commiflioneri;, that when the court

came, Mr. Vines, and two more flood for him ; but

Mr. Gorges having the greater part on his fide, and the

jury finding him guilty of adultery, and other crimes,

with much labour and difficulty, he w^as fined under

thirty pounds ; he appealed to England, but Mr. Gor-

ges would not admit his appeal, but feized fome of his

cattle, &c. Upon this Mr. Burdet went into England,

but when he came there, he found the flate of things

fo changed, as hi« hopqs were fruflrated, and he, after

taking part with the cavalierSjV/as committed to prifon.'*

After the revolution of the Province of Maine, in

1653, the town was incorporated by Mafl'achufetts, by

its prefent name, and bounds ; and has now two thouf-*

and nine hundred inhabitants. There arc only two

places of public worfiiip, and there is neither Quaker,

Baptift,- or Epifcopaiian in the to\vn,

Tlie town of York has fuffered greatly from the

depredations of the Savages* The Indians from the

weflera
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weflern part of Maffachufetts and New Hampfhire, ufed

to meet the Pickwocket and Ofiippee Indians on the

river Newichawanick, and to render their combined

force terrible to the towns, on and near that river. In

the year 1676, they affaulted the fettlement of Cape

Ncddick, in York, where they killed and carried away

all the inhabitants, amounting to about forty perfons.

There were fome cruelties pradifed upon the people,

which had not at that time been ufual among the

northern Savages, and which are too Ihocking to be

mentioned.*

In January 1692, the town was intirely deflroyed,

fifty of the people were killed, and one hundred carried

into captivity. There were four houfes which had

been garrifoned, and which held out for fome time. In

the year 1712, there were people killed within the town*

There was not much injury done in that town in the

three years war. The fea defended it on one fide. Wells

on another, Kittery on the third, and Berwick by that

time had become a rery confiderable plantation, with

feveral forts, and fortified houfes, extending itfelf above

York towards the wildernefs. But a houfe flood where

the parfonagc houfe now is, in the firft parifli in York,

which had a picketed fort, and bafticns round it, in

tlie year 1740 j and the people ufed to attend public

\vor{hip with their arms in their hands in the year 1746,

KITTERY,
Kittery lies on the eaft bank of Pifcataqua River,.

and extending from thence to York, is bounded fouth-

eafterlv on the fea, and northwefterlv on Berwick. It

contains three parifhes, and has one Quaker meeting

houfe in it, which together with one in Berwick and

another
* Uutchinfon.
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another in Falmouth, is all the places of public worfhip

which that denomination of churches have in the Dif-

tricl of Maine. This town was incorporated by the Maf-

fachufetts in the year 1653, and now has three thouf.

and three hundred inhabitants.

The firll parifh is on the fea wall where.the late Drr

Stevens was minifler. Mr. Newmarfh was the firft

fettled minifter there. The fecond parifh was at Stur-

geon Creek, where Mr. Rogers was minifter, who was

iucceeded by Mr. Spring, who was lately fucceeded by^'

Mr. Chandler. The third parifh has Mr. Litchfield

for its minifter.

There were fettlements here at a very early date.

The river was difcovcred by Captain Smith, in 1614^

and from his account publiftied when he returned to

England, fome people were induced to become adven-

turers. Many however were deterred by the refentment

fhewn by the Indians, on account of fome of their peo-

ple being carried away by Captain Hunt, who com^

manded one of the veifels in Smith's fquadron. Dr.

Belknap, in his hiftory, fays that the fettlers followed

the example of the people in Plymouth, by purchafing

lands of the natives ; but there is no record of any deed

from an Indian, of lands within the town of Kittery,

nor of any in the towns nigh it, of an earlier date than

the year 1 640. But all the lands in Kittery were grant-

ed in the year 1632, and from that time to 1635, by

Walter Neal, who was an agent, both to Gorges and

Mafon.* Wh^n the Maflachufetts colony claimed,

and aftumed, the jurifdidion of that part of New Eng-

land in 1653, the property of the lands in Kittery was

confirmed to the original grantees. When I fpeak 01

- the

* York Records*
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J he lands in Kittcry, I mean only the lands which are

now within the town. The town of Berwick w^aG once

a part of Kittery ; and there w^ere fevcral purchafes

from the Indians within what is now Berwick, before

the year 1653. -^7 ^^^ tc\^ai records it appears, that

in the year 1651, the inhabitants approved of an Indian

purchafe made by one Spencer of Quampeagan, which

is now in Berwick. In the year 1673, what is now
Berwick was a piridi in Kittery, and called the parifh

f>f Unity.*-

TJiere are no records in Kittery, prior to the year

1648 ; but it evidently appears by the records w^hich

are now extant, that there w^as another book, which

the ftrft book now in being has reference to. If there

had been any land conveyances from the Indians, the

deeds would have been preferved in the county records.

There was a lot of fifty acres, laid out in the year 1699,

by the tow n of Kittery, in the parilh of Unity, on the

north fide of the road, leading to Wells, for the minif-

ter ; but it is not known now where the lot was.j

The town, before the year 1653, was called by the

name of Pifcataqua.f

The plantations on Pifcataqua River, fufFered much
more from the hoflile attacks of the natives than York,

Wells, or Cape Porpoife did. The river alTifled the

labours of the Savages in their marches, furnifhed them

with fubfiftence, and guided their rout to the place of

defiination.

There were originally, feveral numerous tribes in the

neighbourhood of that river, and they were not far

temoved from the fea fide, w^hen they united with the

fouthern Indians againft the white people.

On
* Kittery Records, t Kittery Records, t York County Recordt*
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On the fea fliore in Kittery, the people who carried

on the fifhery, eftablifhed their habitations ; but thofe

who depended on agriculture went further up on the

Fifcataqua, and fettled on Sturgeon Creek, \fhere the

land was very good, and an advantage was derived from

the fait marfhes. On the head of the creek, and on

the road nov/ leading from Berwick to the fea, was the

habitation of major Frofl, who was then the leader of

the plantation : his houfe has been feen, rather in ruins,

by the Author, within forty years pail.

In the year 1675, the Savages, after committing de-

predations on the people in Berwick, or what was then

called the parifh of Unity, came down the river and

burnt one houfe, and killed two men near Froil's dwell-

ing houfe ; and he himfelf cfcaped, though there w^ere

feveral guns difcharged at him. He faved his houfe

after he had efcaped to it, by giving the word of com-

mand, as if he had a fufficient number of men in it to

make an effedual defence. Hubbard gives this account

in his narrative ; and there have been perfons living in

Kittery, within fixty years paft, w^ho remembered the

fact, and ufed to repeat it v/ith pleafure : but Frofl was

p^rwards killed by the Savages, in 1697.

The Indians went down the river, in the year i6y6y

and burned a houfe over againfl Portfmouth, near

where the ferry ways now are. The people of Portf-

mouth difcharged a cannon from Church Hill acrofs

the river, which affrighted the Savages, fo that they

drew off : and, being purfued, left a great part of their

plunder.*

The difcharge of the cannon from Portfmouth, terri-

fied the Indians fo much, that though the upper part of

the

* Hui^bard's Narratire*
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the town of Kittery, and what is now called Berwick,

were nearly deflroyed, within the year 1676, they did

not come down the river, oppoHte to Portfrnouth again.

Nor is there any account preferved in hiftory of a fur-

ther afTault until the year 17 12, when feveral people

were killed, and fome carried away.* The particulars

of that tranfadion have not been preferved, but the

ftory has been repeated within forty years now laft

pad, by thofe who were inhabitants of the town when
the aiTault w^as made.

The treaty of Utrecht took place in 17 12, and gave

an interval of peace until the year 1723. At this pe-

riod the town of Kittery had become an inland to\Mi j

Dover, Newington, and Portfmouth fhielded it on the

weft and fouth. Sommerfworth and Berwick, were on
the north, and York on the eaft : by means of which

the inhabitants, though they partook of the genera,!

calamity incident to a vrar, and had many alarms, and

confidered their habitations as being in jeopardy, yet

there were no lives loft.

As late as the war which began in 1744, the people

bad garrifons, and carried their arms to public worftiip*

On the fouth bank of a brook, which divides Kittery

from Berwick, on the main county road up the river,

was a fort ftanding fmce the year 1750, called Shorey's

Garrifon : and within one mile fouth of that, on the fame

road, the garrifon of John Neal, was as lately feen.

Two miles further down towards Sturgeon Creek, was
Heard's Garrifon.

BERWICK,
Was anciently, a part of Kittery ; the two

towns were called the plantations of Pifcataquaf and

Nevvichawanick.
• HutclimfoB. t York Records, Book fiiil.
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Newichawanick. The firfl: fcttlers on Sturgeon Creek,

began the plantation where Berwick now is. Thofe

were the Frofls, Fleards, Shapleighs, and Chadbournes.

The anceftor ofthe Chadbournes came over on the invita-

tion of Gorges and Mafon, and under them ere^led a fa-

mous houfe. at LittleHarbour in Portfmouth. In the vear

1643, he purchafed a tra<Sl: of land of an Indian called

Mr. Knowles, fometimes called Mr. Knolles, beine a

neck between the Bafon, in Newickawanick River^ 3€

C^.ampeagan, and the Great Works River. The oth-

er early fcttlers v/ere Spencer, Eroughton, Leden, and

Wincall. Broughton had lands purchafed of the In-

dians, and confirmed by the town of Kittery, in the year

1643, fituated above Spencer's, and between that and

Salmon Falls. Wincall and Broughton, had a grant

of the lands on Salmon Falls, from the town of Kittery,

upon condition of their creeling a faw mill there.* It

is imagined, and may poffibly appear from ancient con-

veyances, that the brook called Salmion Falls Brook,

was the line of divifion between Broughton and Win-

call. Above thofe tracis, the lands are held under

proprietary grants, all of which have been made fince

the ptetation, in the year 1673, w^as incorporated by

the name of the Parifh of Unitv.

The firlt minifler fettled in Berwick, was John Wade,

who was ordained in 1702, and died in 1703. Jere-

miah Wife vv^as ordained m 1707, and died paflor of

the church there in 1756. He was a man of eminent

piety and goodnefs. The learning in which he made

great proficiency, vras of a kind fuited to the age in

v/hich he lived, and like that of the Mathers, and

other great men, partook more of the fcholaflic modes.

than

* Ycik Records.
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than of the belle letters, or of philofophy. Soon after

the death of Mr. Wife, the Rev. Jacob Foiler was or-

dained, and in 1777 was difniiiTed, at his own requefl,

and the Rev. John Tompfon, the prefent minlfler, fuc-

ceeded him.

In the year 1 75 1 , the townwas divided into two parifh-

cs. In the fecond, John Morfe, a valuable, and pious

young man was fettled, but died in early life. His fuc-

ceflbr was the Rev. Mr. Meriam, who is the miniilsr

there at this day.

There are two fmall Baptift, and one Qualier fcciety

in the town. There are no other religious perfuafion,

or denomination of cbriftians, excepting what have

been mentioned.

The inhabitants of the town of Berwick, have been

very careful in fupporting grammar, and other fchools.

The Rev. James Pike, who was the firfl minifter of the

town of Sommerfworth in New Hampfnire, and who

died fmce the year 1790, aged ninety two years, was

the firft grammar fchoolmafter of Berwick. There is

an Academy lately eftablifhed in the town.

The towns of Kittery and Berwick, while confidered

as one town, had no particular bounds, or defcription

as to the extent of the territory up the river, until the

year 171 1, when the general court ordered the town

to be laid out. The town of Berwick was made a

fcparate corporation in the year 1713 ; and there ap»

pears to be a report made in the year 1720, which ex-

tended the town eight miles above Quampeagan to a

fall in the river, called Stair Falls, and to run from the

river northeail, and by eait, eight miles, to Bonnebeag

Point, then foutheafi: to a pine tree, at Baker's Spring,

311^1 a rock, being the bounds betv/ecn York and KiN

tcry.
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tcTj,* This extent of eight miles up the river, was ac*

cording to the ancient grant to Wincall and Broughton
;

but the town lines arc not ellablifhed by a pofiefliou

on thefe boundaries.

There was, as early as the year 1699, a minifte-

rial lot, laid out by the town of Kittery, on the north

fide of the road leading to Wells.f

The inhabitants of Berwick, the principal of whonx
were the Chadbournes, the Lords, Goodwins, Gerifhes,

Keys, Smiths, Spencers, Shoreys, Prays, Plaifteds,

Hills, Abbots, Smiths, &c. claimed a part of the pro-

prietary lands with Kittery, and a Hne of divifion was

eftablifhed, by which the Berwick people had the lands

comprehended within three miles of the river, and the

Kittery proprietors took the refidue.

The fettlements at Berwick were feveral times de«

flroyed by the Savages, and the prefent fettlement may
be confidered as one recently made. Seventy years a-

go there were no houfes between Quampeagan, and

Canada.J This delay, or rather interruption of fettle-

ment, was occafioned by the attacks and depredation*

of the Savages, which (hall be attended to.

Berwick being contiguous to New Hampfhire, the

calamities which the people fuffered by the hoftilitie*

of the natives, have been related in Dr. Belknap's ele*

gant hiflory of that Hate ; one or two circumflances

are omitted in that work, and agreeably to the plan

propofed for this hiflory, it will be proper to give a

general account of the wars in which the people have

been engaged.

In
* Kittery and York MalTachvifetts Records, Vol. II. f Kittery Rec.^

X Hon. Judge Chadbourne^s Manufcript, written in 1793, whereia

he fays, "^I am now feventy five years old, and fincc I can remember^

there was no houfe between mine and Canada.**
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In Odlober, 1675, Hopegood, with a party, aflTauIt-

cd the hoiife of John Tozier. That houfc ftood about

half a mile above the mills on Sahnon Falls. Tozier

was one of Broughton and WincaPs party. There

'Were fifteen perfons in the houfe, who were all fav-

ed by the courage of a girl of eighteen years old, who
alarmed the people, and barred the doors. This re*

tarded the attack, until the reft of the people had fe-

cured thcmfelves in another houfe. When the Savag-

es had hewed down the door, they wounded and left

the girl dead, as they fuppofed, but flie furvived and liv*.

ed a great number of years afterwards. The next day

they attacked the fettlement again, but upon the peo-

ple's coming out of the garrifon, they fled to the wil-

dernefs, having previoufly burned the houfe of Captain

Wincal, which Ptood near where the upper mills now
are. The cellar perhaps remains ; it has been fee^

within forty years laft. On the feventh, a man was fliot,

as he was palTmg on horfeback from one garrifon to

another ; and two young m.en were killed Vvilhin one

mile of the gairifon, on the fame day. On the i6th,

one hundred Indians attacked the plantation. They
killed Tozier, and took his fon a captive. Upon hear-

ing the guns. Captain Flaifted fent out a fmall party,

two of whom were killed. Immediately upon this,

Plaifted fcnt an exprefs to major Waldron of Coche-

cho, informing him that Richard Tozier, James Bai-

rcy, Ifaac Bottcs and Tczler's fon had been killed, and

requeuing help. This letter was figned by Roger

Plaifted and George Broughton,

Plaifted, wifhing to bring oft the bodies of thofe who
had been killed, yoked a pair of oxen, and took a cart

for that purpofc. They recovered T^>zitr'i body, and

R ' whib



250 THE HISTORY OF THE

while they were attempting to get the others, they

were attacked by one hundred and fifty Savages. The
fmall party made a defperate defence, and killed

many of the Savages; and Plaifted, denying to furrend-

er himfelf as a captive, which the Indians repeatedly

urged him to do, he fell in the accion ; his eldeft fou

was alfo killed, and another of his fons badly wound-

ed.

There is a tombflone, near the road in Berwick, on

the land which was Plaifted's, and near where this

battle was fought, upon which there is the following

infcription, " Here lies interred, the body of Samuel

Plaifted, Efq. w'ho departed this life, March 20th, 1731,

JE. 2,^, Near this place lies buried the body of Rog-

er Plaifted, who was killed by the Indians, 061:. 16,
[j

1675, JE. 48 years ; alfo the body of his fon, Mr.

Roger Plaifted, who was killed at the fame time.*'

His father was Ichabod, the grandfon of heutenant

Roger Plaifted, who lived at Salmon Falls ; the widow

of Capt. Plaifted married one Brown of Salem ; after

Brown's death, ftie returned to Berwick, and livedinwhat

was called the great houfe, which after her death, was

burned by accident in 1738.

The Indians attacked Saco, Wells and other towns

on the fea coaft, which urged Captain Wincal to go^

to their relief, but he was attacked and loft feveral of

his men.

In the year 1690 a party under the command of one

Hertel, a Frenchman, and Hopegood, a fachem, aftaulted

the plantation of Newichawanick ; they killed thirty

men, and the reft of the people, after an obftinate and

courageous defence, furrendered . at difcretion. The

captives were fifty four, the greater part of whom v/ere-

women
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women and children. The enemy burned all tha

houfes, and mills, and taking with thera what plunder

they could carry, retreated to the northward. A par-

ty of one hundred and forty men collected from the

neighbouring towns, purfued and came up with the

Savages on Worder's River, at a narrow bridge. Her-

tel had expeQed a purfuit, and had placed his people

in a poflure of defence. The engagement was warm,

and continued the whole of an afternoon ; but as the

men on both fides were fhielded by the trees and brufh,

there was no great flaughter ; four or five of the Eng-

lifh, and two of the Savages were killed, a French-

man was wounded and taken prifoner.*

There were fome great cruelties exercifed on fome

«f the captives taken by the Savages. Thefe are (iirongiy

defcribed in Mather's Magnalia ; and were the truth of

the faQ:s evinced beyond a doubt, there would be no

necefTity for repeating the difagreeable tale in this place.

The weak and infirm died by cruelty or neglecl, and

the more robuft and hearty were fold in Canada as

ilaves.

There was, before this time, no bounty bid by the

French, on the fcalps of the Englifn ; when that prac-

tice vv^as introduced, it caufed a great encreafe of cruel-

ty in the favage wars. The idea of felling a captive as

a Have, might induce the Indians to fave the lives of

all thofe who would furrender ; but when the capture

or death of an enemy, became equally lucrative, and

the latter more fure and lefs troublefome than the form.-

er, the Indians chofe to flay all who were unfortunate

enough to fall within their power. This vile pradtice

¥'hs fet on foot by the prieds, under the fanction of

chriflianitv,
* Belknap's Hiitory, Vol. II,

R 2
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chriftianity, and upon the foundation, that hereticks

ought not to be fufFered to live.

The war which began in 1709, was more favourable

to the plantation of Newichawanick, than the former

had been ; but the three years war, gave the people

there much more trouble than they had ever met

with after the year 1690, One Thompfon was killed

in April, 1724, and his fon carried away. Thompfon

lived on the road which leads from Quampeagan to

Welis, at Love's Brook. One Stone, a boy, was man-

gled, and fcalped, near where Thompfon fell, by the

fame party, but he furvived it, and lived to be an old

man. His life was miferable, he wore a fdver caul on

his head, went on crutches, had the ufe of only one

hand, and was fubjed to ftrong convulfion fits.*

In the year 1754, the Savages had parties infeiting

the frontiers, for the fake of obtaining the bounties

which the French government offered for fcaips. A
daughter of Peter Morrill, a Quaker, on the northeaH

fide of Berwick, went out on a Sunday morning into

the v/oods, near her father's houfe, to gather hemlock

bov/s for a broom ; the Savages fliot her, and carried

away h^r head, not having time to take off her fcalp.

The praftice for an alarm, as agreed upon and un-

derdood, was, to fire three mufkets in fuccefTion, with

fnort intervals between them. This alarm was given

on the killing of Mori-iirs daughter, and the people in

the upper part of the town removed to garrifon houf-

es. From that time until the year 1759, the inhabi-

tants carried their fire arms to the houfes of public

worfhip.

There

* The Author knew him p^rfonaillv.
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There may be an amufement to thofe who fhall fue-

cced the prefent generation, in that town, in reading

the account of the places where the garrifons were

crefted. There was a fort and block houfe, a mile

from Qiiampeagan landing, on the weft fide of what is

called Salmon Fall Brook. One William Gerifh own-

ed the place and lived there. The Author of this

hiflor)', remembers being at garrifon ia that place.

Another block houfe was one mile further up, called

Key's garrifon, which has been (landing within a few

years. Further up, and near that, were Wentworth's

and Goodwin's block houfes. Indeed all the houfes

which were built there, between the year 1690, and

1745, were of hewed logs, fufficient to oppofe the force

of fmall arms. One fort was at Pine Hill, called Ham.-

ilton's garrifon, which was {landing in 1750. There

was a picketed fort, made of pales fet i:i the ground,

about twenty feet high, and fharpened at the upper end,

on the height of land at Pine Hill, which flood there as

lately as the year 1760. There was no dwelHng houfe

in that fort, but it was intended that the people fhould

aifemble there on an alarm, and continue to defend

themfelves, until aid fhould arrive from the people

further down the river.

The Hon. Mr. Chadbourne, who is now alive, fays,

that he remembers feveral Indians, who ufed to come

down in the fummer, and refide on Chadbourne's Riv-

er. Thefe were faid to be of the Oilippee Tribe. This

was in the long interval between the three years war

which ended in 1727, and that which commenced in

1744.

When the war in 1752 was commenced, there came

in from St. Francois, to Berwick, an Indian, named

R -^ Amberufej



^54 THE HISTORY or tub

Amberufe, with his wife ; he faid that he hateS war,

and only wanted a place where he could make hia

brooms, and his balkets, and live in peace ; he was in-

dulged with a place on the bank of Worfter*s River, a

few rods fouth of the road, where he remained peace-

able for feveral years, and finally removed to the river

Kenebeek.

The poflerity of the firfl fettlers remain in Berwick zt

the prefcnt day. Judge Chadbourne, is the great grand-

fon of Humphrey Chadbourne, who came over in 1636,

and purchafed land of the fachem Knov/les, in 1643,

Captain Samuel Lord's wife, was the grand daughter of

Tozier, who was killed in 1675. She died fmce th^

year 1758, and has left a numerous poflerity.

There are fafts attending the hiflory of the Indian

wars in the Diftrid, which have no neceflary connexion

with the hiftory of any particular town ; and it may
be very proper to take fome notice of thefe in this

place.

When the Englifh landed in this country, they found

the Savages on the margin of the tide, where they re-

fided in the fummer, and from whence they removed

to the interior part of the wildernefs, in the winter,

The ufe of fire was but little known, and to that of

iron they were perfed flrangers. There can be no

doubt, but that the ufe of gunpowder, of iron, and of

fire arms, made them believe, that their vifitors were

an higher order of beings than themfelves, or as the

poet has it ; that they were,

" The Gods that thunder from oa high."

They would make no prctenfions of oppofing thefe in*

(Iruments of war and death, with their bows and ar-

rows.
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row^. It mud have been very curious and amuflng,

to have feen a Savage obferve the effect which the dif-

charge of a mufket had on the animal, on which it was

difcharged. The Englilh made it a point, to prevent

the natives from learning the ufe of fire arms. The
dread of thofe engines of death, kept the Savages in

fear, from the fird fettlement of the country until the

year 1675. The French had an early conteil with the

Englilh, refpedting the right to the country by priority

of difcovery and poffeffion ; but they were affraid to

trufl the Savages with arms, lell they fliould turn the

force againft the donors. The court of France always

made it a point, to gain an exclufive poffeffion of the

country, and when that nation, through the addrefs of

their mifTionaries, w^ho w^ere generally priefls, had gain-

ed an afcendency over the natives, they found it for

their interefl to teach the Savages the ufe of the muf-

ket. There can be no doubt but the Count Cafiine,

was fent by the French court, for this purpofe, and

that he had arms and ammunition committed to his

care, for the ufe of the Indians. In the year 1675, the

Savages were as expert in the ufe of the mulket as the

iR'hite people.

The white people, by that time, had poffeiTed them-

selves of all the fea coafl, and the Savages were cc-i-

vinced that thofe people mufl be expelled, or that they

themfelves muil be extirpated.

There feems to be a jealoufy of that kind, Vv^hich

they had long embraced, and which infpired all the tribes

excepting the Mohawks, and a few others, from the

Hudfon, to the bay of Chaleurs. This jealoufy was

exceedingly irritated, by their obfcrving the encreafing

number of fortrcH'c?, ereclcJ by the Engliih. I'he Sav-.
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ages had their communications by runners, from one

part of New England to the other, and previous to

the breaking out of the wars, in the early day of the

country, thofe runners from the weft and fouth, were

feen among the eaflern tribes."^ Notice of a meifagc

of this kind alarmed Phillips and Benython of Saco,

and faved that plantation. When the Indians of Vir-

ginia began a war with the white people there, the

Savages, on the eaft of Pifcataqua, appeared to be in-

fected with a hoflile difpofition. The fettlers on the

river Kenebeck exprelTed their jealoufy, and fome few

arms,and a fmall quantity of ammunition, were brought

in, and depofited with Captain Lake, Mr. Sawyer, and

Mr. Paterftall, in July 1675 ; but thofe appearances of

a peaceable difpolition, on the part of the Savages, were

deceitful ; for they were plentifully fupplicd by Caftinc

of Penobllott, with the impliments of war, and con-

cealed the fame, with an intention to deceive and fur-

prize the white people. At Amarifcoggin fome In-

dians brought in their arms, but it afterwards appeared

tliat they were very infmcere, in thofe overtures of

peace. They were under no obligation to be faithful

in yielding obedience to a requeft which the others had

no juft authority to make, and they were, no doubt,

irritated by a demand fo derogatory to the rights of a-

free people, and could not do otherwife than to fhevv

a refentment to the treatment. The next day after the

arms were given up by the Amarifcoggin Indians, one

Robinhood, the then fachem of Kenebeck, made a

great dance, after which, the Indians appeared Iliy
;

and foon after commenced hoftiUties, ixx manner before

related.

The
"* Hubbard and Church.
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The Sava^res who had made war, were of the Pick-

wocket, the Norridgcwocks, and the OiTippee tribes. In

1676, the government of MaiTachufetts formed an ex-

pedition againft tbefe tribes, under the command of

general Dennifon. The feverity of the v/cather prevent-

ed the plans being executed ; but the fame feverity of

the feafon, obliged the Savages to fue for peace, which

was obtained ;* but there were fome other circum.ftances

which urged the natives to fue for peace. Captain

Hawthorne, captain Fill, and captain Hunting, with

one hundred and thirty men, befides forty friendly Indi-

ans, were fent to join major Waldron, and major Frolt,

with fuch forces as they could raife in New Kampfhire

and m the Dilirid, to march into the country of thofc

tribes. Though thefe forces did not do much againft

the enemy, yet the idea of fuch force being raifed, filled

the Savages with terror.

On the fixth of November 1676, one Mugg, ap-

peared as the ambaffador of Madockawando and Che-

berrina, fachems of Penobfcott, and chief fagam.ores of

all the Indians about Pemaquid, and made a treaty with

the Maifachufetts government. As the treaty relates

to the country under confideration, it will be proper to

preferve a copy of it in this hiflory. It therefore has

a place in the Appendix.

This treaty was ratified by the fachems, and many
prifoners, and captives, returned to the embraces of

their anxious friends.

In the year 1685, when Cranfield was governourin

New Hampfhire, he terrified the Indians at Pennicook,

Pickwocket, and Ofiippee, by threatening to bring tic

Mohawks
* Belknap.
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Mohawks upon them. This induced them to come
into a treaty with the people of New Hampfhire and

Maine, which lafted until the year 1688. In this rrea-

is agreed, that the Pennicook and Saco Indians

fhould Iwe redrefs for any injury done to them, that

they fhould have notice of the approach of an enemy;'

but if they mould remove their families away, it fhould

be deemed a declaration of war on their part. It was

alio agreed, that the Englifh fhould prote£l them from

the Mohawks, while that treaty was complied with, and

fulfilled on the part of the natives.

By the treaty of Breda, the territory from Penob-

fcott to Nova Scotia, was ceded to the French, and

Cafline refided there, as an influential fachem, with a

num.ber of wives, which he had feledled from among
the natives. The grant which had been made to the

duke of York, who was at the time of the above men-^

tioned treaty, called James the fecond, comprehended

all the lands between Kenebeck and St. Croix. Upon
a difpute arifmg refpedlng the landing of a cargo of

wine, which the ovvTxcrs fuppofed to be landed within

tile French government, a nev/ line was run, which took

CrXtine's feat into the duke's patent, in thefpring 1688.

This gave a pretext to the commander of the Rofe

frigate to plunder Cadinc's houfe of all his goods and

implements of war. The French fachem, provoked by

this infult, infpired the Savages with a difpofition to

hoflilities. When a people are involved in a war, they

aKvays magnify thofe injuries which fhey before had

been content to pafs over in filence. On this occafion

the Englifh were charged by the natives, with having

not paid a tribute ©f corn which had been flipulated
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by major Moody, and others, in a treaty, of obilruding

the fifh in Saco River with feines, and of fuffering their

cattle to eat the Indians' corn, and of granting lands

without their confent. Thofe complaints were well

founded, whan applied to the white people as a part of

the Britiih nation. There was no poiTibility that the

white people ^nd natives fhould live together in peace.

Their manners, their views and intentions were widely

different, ancj the jurifdidion of one country could

Xiever hold bcih as poffeffors of lands jointly together.

The Englifli charged the Savages with the moll atrc-

-'cious adls of cruelty and perfidy. The whole of this

-will appear by the record of the proceedings of the

united Colonies which is given in the Appendix.

In Augufl 1689, major Swaine, with a confiderablc

force, marched into the Diflricl of Maine, and w^as

foon followed by n-ajor Church from Plymouth colony,

who commanded i confiderable force of white people,

and Iriendly Indians. Thefe forces had fome fkirmiih-

es with the natives and ereded fome forts on the

frontiers.

In the year 1694 the Sieur Villieu was in command
at Penobicott, and yith the aid of Thury, the religious

miflionary, perfuadil the eallern fachems to break their

treaty with the Enoliih, and to prepare for hdflilities.

Things being prepared, Villlcu, with two hundred and

fifty Indians, from $t. Johns, Norridgewock, and Pc-

nobf:ott, marched againft the people cii O) ller River,

in New Hampfliire, which place they nearly deftroyed.

This party came froh Penobicott in their canoes.

In the year 1698, the treaty betv/een the French

and EngUfli, commonly called the treaty of Ryfwick,

was concluded. The Indians were diicomaged as to

fu',^portin<\c



i6q the history op th*

fupportlng a war without the aid of the French, and
finally came to a treaty at Cafco, in 1699, when they
affeded to lament their former perfidy, acknowledged
themfelves fubjeds to the king of England, and promifed
to maintain a peace on fuch terms as the CDm.mifTioners
ihould diaate. This conceflion was mad^, becaufe the
French had withdrawn their iupport from the Savages,
and ceded to the Englifh crown all the territory, as far
eaft as the river St. Croix.

The diflrefTes occafioned by thefe wus, were very
great. The manner in which the Savages made war,
was fuch, as frequently deprived the white people of
ufmg any precaution, and rendered ro fituation, except-
ing that of a fortification, fafe for them.

Their cruelty to aged, fick, and infirm captives, aj
well as to thofe who had killed ary of their people..
might anfe from three caufes ; fron an idea that war
on their part was at all times juflifiable in the defence
of their own country, that thofe who had killed any of
their people, had been guilty of mirder, and that there
was no mercy to be (hewn to, and :hat no faith was to
be prefcrved with heretics.

While the war lafl mentioned was continued. Sir
Edmund Androfs erecled a fort atPemaquid

; one at
Sheepfcott

;
and another at Brunfwick : and placing

troops in each, gave the command to Captain Brackett!

^
After the treaty of Ryfwick, in 169S, and the fub.

jedion of the Caftine Indians in the year 1699, the
French contrived to remove a great part of the natives
from Penobfcott, Norridgewock, Pigwocket and OfTip-
pee to St. Francois in Canada, where they were ever
after known by the name of the 8l Francois Indians.*

This
Hutchii]foQ.
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This took away the pretext, which the government

might have to punifh them for treafon, placed them

beyond the watch of the people on the frontiers, gave

them an opportunity to ferve as guides to Savages who
lived remote, and in this way rendered them much
more dangeroius than they were before.

There were however, tribes remaining in the country

;

and in the year 1703, colonel March went with about

four hundred men to OiTippee, and Pickwocket, in

quell of fome of them. He killed about twelve. At
this time, the general court offered a bounty of forty

pounds for ca:h fcalp. In the fpring of 1704, a com-

pany of a hundred of friendly Indians, was procured

from Connecticut, and placed at Berwick; but thefc did

no execution.

In this rear, the famous colonel Church, with five

or fix hundred men, and a number of vefTels, and whale

boats, proceeded to Penobfcott, and took a daughter

of Caftine, and feveral other French prifoners. He
alfo killed feveral of the natives : from thence he pro-

ceeded to Menis, and plundered and burnt the town :

and havir^ taken a number of French prifoners, be

difmiffed one with a melTage to the governour of Canada,

threatening :o retaliate for his cruelties, unlefs he put a

flop to fuch barbarous depredations, as had been com»

mitted on the En^ilifli frontiers.

At this time governour Dudley, by order of the king,

urged the houfe of reprefcntatives, to grant money for

the purpoie of rebuilding the fort at Pemaquid ; which

they refufed to comply with, becaufc, as they faid, it

was not it the Indians' rout, by which they came to

attack the frontiers, and therefore it could be of no ufe

to the government. That the cxpenfe would be fo

very
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very great, that the Province could not, with the other

neceflary public burdens, fupport it.

In the year 1710, the territory of Acadie was fub-

dued by the capture of Port Royal. This was effeded

by an army under command of general Nicholfon^

raifed by the New England colonies. Upon the fuc-

cefs of that enterprize the governour and council fent

major Livingfton, with Caitine the younger, acrofs the

country to Quebeck, with a meffage, informing the gov-

ernour, that Acadie was fubdued, and that if he fent hi$

parties to commit cruelties, the fame fhouki be retaliat-

ed on the people of Nova Scotia and Acadi^ ; to thisVau-

dreuil returned a meflageby Rouville and Veupuit, two

partizans, that the French were never juilty of any

cruelties ; for the truth of which he refered the gov-

ernour and council to the teftimonies of tBeir own peo-

ple, who had been prifoners ; and that the inhabi-

tants of Acadie, and Nova Scotia, being -vithin the

protection of the capitulation, under which they fur-

rendered, were proteded by the laws of war, and

C0UI4 not be the fubjeds of retaliation.

In this year colonel Walton, who lived at Sommerf-

worth in the colony of Nev/ Hampfhire, ^nt with a

party to Norridgewock, and killed feveral oi the enemy^

There v;as nothing very interefllng as to the Indian

wars in the Province of Maine, or Territory of Acadie^

that happened, excepting what has been mertioned in

the defcription of the ancient towns, until the war

which was commenced in the year 1723,. commonly

called the three years war.

There was in the three years war, no particular

circumllances, within the DifLriCl, but whichhave been,

already mentioned, excepting tv/o Inflances, vi'hich have

been much celebrated by tradition and hillor/.

The



DISTRICT OF MAINE, 263

The one was of Captain John Lovel, which has been

dcfcribed by Dr. Belknap in his HKtory of New Hamp-
fhire, in a manner which does fo much juftice to the

fubjcd:, that it is bed to refer the reader to his hiftory

for it.

In the fame year, 1724, an expedition was conduced
under Hammon and Moulton, againfl Norridgewock.

They attacked and deftroyed that village, and killed a

I

^number of the Savages, with Ralle, a Jefuit, who refided

i
.there. This and the battle of Captain Lovel, were of

great confeqiience to the people of the province of

^Maine. Thefe tribes were all the Savages which rc-

^lained of the numerous bodies who once inhabited

that territory. Thefe held their villages as refling

places for the Canada Indians, and were themfelves

the guides of the fcouting parties who came from thence

on our frontiers. Thefe decifive adlions, relieved the

people from great apprehenfions, and faved the fron-

tiers from great calamities.

Colonel Hammon lived, much refpe£led, for many
years, and Moulton had the expreffions of gratitude,

which the people generally beftow on men who have

diftinguifhed themfelves by warlike and heroic adions.

He afterwards was colonel of a regiment at the reduc-

tion of Loifbourg in 1 745 ; was fheriff of the county

of York, afterwards firft juftice of the court of com-

mon pleas, and judge of probate. He died in 1765 ; his

fon and grandfon, were fheriffs of the county, and

another of his fons was judge of the court and regifler

of deeds.

Colonel Weftbrook went from Kenebeck to the,

river Penobfcott with three hundred men j and other

parties
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parties were ordered to Norildgewock, OiTippeeand

other places, tut no Indians were found.

There was a long cellation from hoRilities, between

the three years war and that which commenced in

1744. A peace being concluded in 1747, the fettlers

puihed themfelves out into the frontier parts of the

country. Lebanon and Sandford were fettled under

the names of Towwch, and Phillipftown. When the

\var began m 17535 it became necelTary to defend the

frontiers by fcouting parties. One Captain Geriili,

who is now alive, commanded a company which paffed

once a fortnight from the head o£ Pifcataqua River

over to Saco River, and another was employed in

marching from Saco over to Brunfwick. A line of

forts was eflablifhed on Kenebeck, in 1754, and the

fortifications in all the eaflern country repaired. The
reduction of Canada, put an end to the troubles and

dangers arifmg from the hoUilities of the natives, and

gave fecurity, wealth, and happinefs to the inhabitants.

One circumftance, which ought to have been men-

tioned in the defcription of the manners of the natives,

may have a place at the end of this chapter, rather

than to be omitted intirely.

It has been obferved, that in the fir(I wars with the

Savages, which happened in the Diftrid of Maine, their

pradice was to carry their captives to Penobfcott, and

to other eaflern Indian fettiements. There did not

then appear to be any connexion, or intercourfe, be-

tween the tribes in the Diftrict, and nations in and rs-

bout Canada. Nor do wc know of any between thofe

tribes, and the wedern Indians, excepting that runners

were received from the weftv/ard, under the appellation

of -drange Indians. Vv^hen the eaflern Savages made

an
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an hoftile expedition weftward they were not feen to

come further northward than to Saco River ; and their

head quarters, the refidence of Madockawando their

chief, and afterwards of Caftine their Galhc prince,

or fachem, was on Penobfcott River.

The eailern Indians were in appearance, and in their

manner of Hfe much Hke thofe who Uved in MafTachu-

fetts and New Hampfhire : but they were clearly a dif-

tin£t people. Their language was diilimilar, and it is

now rendered certain that the Savages on the eaft of

Saco River could not undcrfland the language of thofe

further weft within New England.

Mr. Elliot, a miflionary to the Indians, in New
England, aflumed the toil of tranflating the Bible into

the Indian language, and the chriftian religion was

read and preached to them, according to that tranfla-

tion. The reverend Mr. Little, who was lately em-

ployed as a miflionary, to the eaftern Savages, carried

©ne of thofe Bibles to the Penobfcott and St. John's

tribes, but there was not one word of their language

in it, nor could they by any means underiland it, or

any part of it. That reverend gentleman compiled a

Vocabulary of the dialect of the Indians, to whom he

was fent, which is a very perfect one ; but none of the

words in it are found in Elliot's Bible. There was a

Mr. Cutter who had been a minifter in North Yar-

mouth, but after leaving the miniftry, was about fifty

years ago, a commander of a fort, and keeper of a

truck houfe on Saco River. In order to condu^l his

bufinefs with the Indians, which were altogether of the

Pickwocket and OiFippee tribes, he compofed a Vo-

cabulary, which yet remains, and has been found by Mr.

Little to be exadly, or very nearly fimilar to the one
'

S he
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he prepared, withthePenobfcott and other eaftern tribes

This is not the only circumflance, thotigh it may be

fufficient to induce us to believe, that the river of Saco

was an important dividing line between the Savage na*

tions of the eafl and well parts of New England,

CHAP-
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C il A P. IX>

^hc Rc-vcluiiciis of Governments

IN \\\h. chapter. It will be neceffary to ccn-

-fiiler, dillindly, the governments which have taken

place in the feveral parts of the Didrid, as there was

no one government, before the year 1692, which em-

braced the whole of the territorvn

There has been a. confufion cf ideas, arifing from

the want of information,, and from the inattention of

the perfons who have undertaken to defcribe the coun-

try eail of Pifcataqua River.

The province* of Laconia, Lygonia, Sommerfett,

"^nd Maine, have been confounded in fuch a manner,

that no one hiftorian has defcribed thofe places with

accuracy. Laconia, and Ly.gonia, have been generally

taken for the lame province.

Laconia, in povernour Hutchinfon's hiiiorv, is faid to

be an imaginary country, and that author further adds,

that Captain Neale, and three otheri>, came over r.s a-

gents to Gorges, and went in fearch of Laconia, but

returned to England without finding it. What author-

ity there is for this aifertion is not now known. Nerjr

was an agent to Gorges, and lived in Kittery. He
granted nearly all the lands within that town, under

the authority of the proprietor of the Province ofMaine.

"Whether he fearched for Laconia or net, Gorges had an

accurate defcription of it, and is the only one who kept it

diftindi: from the other territories, which \^re thetibjecls

of enterprize at that day. As Gorges was never here hiui-

felf,heobtaifieJ the deicriptiouwhich he gave of that ter-

ritory, very probably, from Neale. John Joavl) n, in his

i^iftory, gives the aopellaiion of Laconia to Gorges'

w) i pcftcnt.
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patent. The brother of John Joflylyn goes into the

fame error, in his complahit to the king againfl the

MaiTachufetts government.

The province of Laconia, was iiirtended to be in the

interior part of the country, on the great lakes vvhich

extend from what is now called Vermont, through what

is nov/ the Upper Canada. The proprietors had a

dcfciiption of the country from the Savages, and be-

lieved every idle tale, refpecting mines, diamonds, and

precious flones, with which the Indians chofe to amufe

their avaricious and credulous'minds. But the diflance

of the country from the fea, and the toil and labour

necefiary to get to it by land, the French befhg in pof-

fclnon of the St. Lawrence, difcouraged the advcn-

turers.

As Sir Ferdinando Gorges deicribes the territory

of Laconia, it v.-as intended to include the lakes of

Iroquois and St. Sacrament, fince called Lake Cham-

plain, and Lake George, v.ith the Lakes Ontario, Hu-

ron., Superior, 5cc. He fays, " it was between forty

four and forty five degrees of northern latitude, having

Sagadahock and Merrimack R.Ivers on the fouth of it,

tovv-ards the fea, with great lakes, and extending to

California in the South Sea on the wed j and on the

north eufl to the river of Canada.'*'

1'his defcription excludes the whole of the fea coaft

in ihe Diflri«^ of Maine, and that part of New Hamp-

f!.ire which is near the fea.

DoQor Belknap fuppofes the province of Leconia,

to be the province which Gorges held afterwards un-

der the grant from Chailes ; but it is very cleat that

it was a very different country : the defcription of La-

conia places Menimack ^.nd Sagadahock Rivers on the

fouth
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foVith of it ; but if the Province of Maine was the

ancient Laccnia, the river SaQ-r.dahock muft have been

on the eaft, or rather north eaft of it. Befidcs this,

the grant was of a traQ which was between the 44th

and 45th degrees of latitude, whereas the grant of the

' Province of Maine, and the other grants in general,

were bounded by great rivers, and run acrofs the lati-

tudes. This grant was bounded north call on Canada

River, and there was never a pretenfion, that the Prov-

ince of Maine extended to that water-

There was one other province, or country, which

was called Norumbegua, defcribcd as lying between.

Nova Scotia oh the north, and New England on the

fouth« There were fo many ditfercnt appellations, and

fuch a confufion of grants in the country, that with

the want of maps under which the people then labour-

ed, it was impoilible to diilinguifli the feveral territo-

ries with any degree of accuracy. Virginia was a

general name for all the country, and was faid to con-

tain New England, andNovum Belgium, with all North

America.*

The people of Norumbegua, were fuppofed to be an

ancient people, who lived on the liver Peuobfcott, then

called Pemptegeovett, near to which, as itVas imagined,

a great city once flood, called by the name of Norum-
begua. The bounds of New England was conceived

to extend to the river Pemaquid, and the countrv of

Norumbegua to be bounded weft on that, and to run as

far eafl as Penobicott, including Sheeplcott River, then

called Chavacovett. Some fuppofed it to be a collec-

tion of Indian huts, and others an ancient town. In

Ogilby it is conjectured to be the ruins of an ancien:

town,
* Cv>ilc-5lIon of Voyiges.

S X
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tov/n, which the natives called Arambeck, and had dc^

fated it. Some thought that the country was called by

this name, becaufe a colony of Norwegians had an-

ciently been fettled there.

The appellation of this part of the country, and of

the feveral parts w^hich were fuppofed to be within the

fame ; and of the rivers fuppofed to be there, are not

known in the Indian langnage ; nor have the native^

any tradition of fuch towns, or cities, as are conjectur-

ed in the old writers of the American HiHory. On
the whole, it may be fafely concluded, that there never

was an ancient country or city called Norumbegua^

but that the rage of the day for new diicoveries, and

the idle tales of the voyagers, gave an imaginary exig-

ence to fuch a place.

The variety of governments, which have, from time

to time, been exercifed over different parts of the Dif-

trid, are not eafily to be defcribed, becaufe there are

no perfed records of their proceedings to be found.

That part of Acadie, which is now comprehended

within the Diftrid of Maine, was rather an appendage

to a large tra£l of territory, which the Englifh called

by the general name of Newfoundland ; and the

French by the name ef Acadie. This territory ex-

tended from the gulph of St. Lawrence, and from the

river of that name, along the fea fhore weftward, tak-

ing the Bay of Chaleurs, and the Bay of Fundy ; and

. fo on to the river Kenebeck. This is now divided into

the provinces of Nova Scoria, New Brunfwick, and a

part of Maijachufetts ; which by the treaty is feparated

froiil th« province lall mentioned, by a line extending

northward on the river St. Croix, and north from the

fouree of that river to the Province of Ouebeck, or

Xiower
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Lower Canada. When we fpeak of the government,

which was at firfl eflablifhed over a part of our Diflrid,

wc mufl refer ourfelves to the government eflablifhed

by the Enghfh in Newfoundland, and by the French.

in the fame place, under the name of Acadie.

.In the fecond year of Henry VI. of England, an

ad of parliament was pafled, entitled " An a6i: againfl

the exadion of money, or any other thing, by any of-

ficer, for licenfe to traffic into Ifeland and Nev*^found-

land."

The a£l ofparliamentwas in thefewords. "Forafmuch

as within thefe few years now laft pafl, there have been

levied, received, and taken, by certain of the officers of

the admiralty, of fuch merchants and fifhcrmen, as have

ufed and praclifed the adventures and journies into Ife-

land, Newfoundland, Ireland, and other places com-

modious for fifhing, and the getting filh in and upon

the feas, or otherwife by way of merchants in thofe

parts, divers great exadions, as fums of money, doles,

or fhares of fifh, and fuch like things ; to the great

difcouragement and hindrance of the fame merchants

and fifhermen, and to the no little damage of the whole

commonwealth, and thereof alfo great complaints have

been made, and informations alfo yearly to the king's

majefly's mod honourable council ; for reformation

whereof, and to the intent alfo, that the faid merchants

and fifhermen, m.ay have occafion the rather to pradlife

and ufe the fame trade of merchandizing and fifliing,

freely without any fuch charges and exactions as are

before limitted ; whereby it is to be thought that more

plenty of fifh fhall come into this realm, and thereby

to hnve the fame at more reafonable prices. Be it

tlhercfore enaded by the king our fovereign lord, and

S 4. by
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by the lords and commons in the prefent parHament

aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that ntu

ther the admiral, or any other minifler, officers, or

minifters of the admiralty for the time being, (hall in

any wife hereafter, exa^:, or receive, or take by himfelf,

his fervant, deputy, fervants or deputies, of any fu^h

merchant or fiflierman, any fum or fums of money,

doles or Ihares of fifli, or any other reward, benefit, ov

advantage whatfoever it be, for any licence to pafs this

realm to the faid voyages, or any of them, nor upon

any refped concerning the faid voyages nor any ofthem,

upon pain, to forfeit for the -firft offence treble the fum, or

treble the value of the reward, benefit, or advantage that

any fuch officer, or minifter,lhall hereafter have or take of

any fuch merchants or fifliermen : and for the fecond

offisnce the party fo offending not only to loofe and for-

feit his or their faid office or offices in the admiralty,

but alfo to make fine and ranfom at the king's will and

pleafure.''

The grant of the continent in the year 1606, from

thirty four to forty eight degrees of northern latitude, was

divided into two parts ; the firft was to the city of Ton-

don, the fecond was to Briftol, Exeter and Plymouth.

The fecond, or what was afterwards called New Eng-

land, was mountainous and unpromifing.* There had

been no attempts by the Englilh to cftablifh a goverH«

ment in the country, after that begun by Gilbert, un^

til the year i6c6 : previous to which a government

was attempted by the French nation.

Bartholomew Gofnold landed fome people near the

ihtr Kenebeck in the vear 1602, but could not induce

them to tarry, and therefore tcok them av/ay. and began

the
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the plantation at the Vineyard,* on iflands now within

the commonweahh of MaiTachufetts. In the year 1 603,

the king of France granted to De Motte, all the coun-

try from the fortieth to the forty fixth degree of north*

crn latitude ; and in the year 1604, De Motte came

into the country and took pofleflicn of the foil : he

Avas appointed lieutenant governour and commander

in chief of the province of Acadie, which was then

fuppofed to be bounded on the call by the middle of

the river St. Lawrence, and on the weft by Kcnebeck
• River. What is nov/ called the bay of Fundy, was

then called Baie Fran^oife, or Frenchman's Bay.

Port Royal, fmce by theEnglilh called Annapolis Roy.

al, was confidered as the capital. The French peo*

pie under this provincial government, fettled along the

fhore as far weft as to the river Kenebeck; There was

not then fo much as a cabin ereded by the French in

Canada.f

' This-French colony w^as not fapported with any con-

fiderable degree of energy by the mother country,

Henry the fourth of France, who granted the charter,

was a wife and benevolent prince, and delighted in the

happinefs of his fubje6:s. He ruled by eftabliflied laws,

and made the honour and happinefs of his kingdom

the only end of his mild and generous government.

.But the ideas of a religious reformation, had been

kindled in France from Geneva, and the Low Countries

:

thefe naturally led to the fubverfion, as well of the

throne as of the eftablifhed national church. Henry

was too much engaged, in a ccnflicl necefi'arily refuhing

from thefe caufes, to pay a great attention to the new col-

ony of Acadie. His death threw the nation into the hands

0^
* Hutyd^Iafoa* f Abbe Rayod,
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of a weak minority. Cardinal Richelieu had the govern*

ment in his own hands. The great objedt was to fup-

prcfs the republican fpirit of Calvinifm ; to efFed which,

3. great number of wife and good men were brought

to public execution. When this great plan was accom-

plifhed, he encreafed the power of the crown, made

the parliaments fubfervient to the king*s pleafure, and

raifed the court to a degree of pomp and fplendour,

which had never before been feen in that nation. To
do this, exclufive privileges and inmiuniiies were granted

io companies ofmen^ and particular fubjecls ; fo that final*

ly, the influence of the government was only felt

through thefe, v/hile individuals, as mere fubjeds,

knew nothing of, nor fcarcely felt the blefTmgs of a

national authority.

The inconfiderable colony of Acadie, was in thi«

period neglected ; and the people of Virginia, in the

year 1613, fent Sir Samuel Argal, with a party to dif-

place the French from Sagadahock. He feized Port

Royal, St. Croix, Mount Manfel, now called Mount

Defert, and carried away their ordnance (lores.*

There was no government eftabliflied in that terri-

tofy, by the Englifii, or any fettlement, until the gov-

ernment of the colony of New Plymouth creeled a

fort there in the year 1621 ;t but the king fold the

country of Acadie, in the year 1630, to Sir William

Alexander, who was a favourite of his majefly, and

a particular counfelior to the queen, who was a na-

tive of France. Alexander, in the year 1630, aliened

his patent and government to the French crown.

Previous to Sir Alexander's transferring the country,

which in his patent, haJ the name of Nova Scotia, in

honour
* Hubbard, Abba,RaynaL f Hutchio^on.

\
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honour to the country which gave bhth to that fav-

ourite, he attempted to govern it by a particular com-

miirion, which he iifued for that purpofe. Upon hid

felling his patent, the king of France granted to M,
de la Tour, ail the country of Acadie and Nova Scotia*

Tliis grant is faid to have been confirmed to INI. de la

Tour by the king of England, and to add honour to hi«

achievement of territory, he was made a baronet of

Scotland.

After Sir Samuel Argal, lu. 1613, removed the

French from Acadie, and carried them to Virginia,

Charles L married Henrietta Maria, a daughter of

France, and rellored the polfefTion of TAcadie and No-

va Scotia to the French crown.

But the people of New Plymouth had eftabliilied a

trading houfe at Penobfcott, in the year 1626. The
French kept pofleflion, however, of Mount Manfel, now
called Mount Defert, until the year 1627, when
Charles made another grant of the country to Sir Wil-

liam Kirk, and his brother. Thefe gentlemen fitted out

at their own expenfe, an armament, and took eigh-

teen French veifels, and one hundred and thirty five

pieces of ordnance, intended for fortification there and

at Quebeck. The whole of the country, and that of

Quebeck, was taken by the Kirks, from the crown of

France ; and Alexander Kirk was made governour of

the whole.

In the year 1632, the whole was ceded (as has be-

' fore been obferved) to the crown of France ; from

that day to the year 1760, C)uebeck remained in the

hands of the French. Charles referved for his fub-

jects, the right of trading with the Indians, and grant-

ed the fame exclufively to the Kirks, in compenIatio«|
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of what they had furrendered, and for the fum of fif-

ty thoufand pounds flerling, vbich they bad expended

on the city of Quebeck, and for forts on the river St.

Lawrence: the Kirks, on this, fitted cut a fhip to trade

m Canada, but the French condemned her as forfeited

by their arrets of navigation and commerce.

The Jefuits about this period began to gain an influence.

The duke of Guerhevilie, v;ho was the favourite of Lou-

is XIII. was in their interefl. They promifed him a

ihare in the new plantation, and he caufed them to be

amply fupplied with w^hat they needed. By this means,

they made themfelves mailers of Port Royal, and began

a fort on Penobfcott ; but Argal put a ilop to their pro-

ceedings, and in an aftion, killed Duthet, who wa3

their principal military charavler, and thus put an end

to the expedations in North Anierica of an aiTociatioa

of men, whofe art, intrigue, ability, and extreme cruel-

ty, have fmce that time, done great injury to Europe,

and difgraced the annals of more than a century of

years.

In the year 1632, by the treaty ofGermains, the

whole country of Acadie was again ceded by the Eng-

iifh Idng to the crown of France. Upon this ceflion

De la Tour obtained a grant in 1634, of the Ifle of Sa-

bles, of Port Royal, and a trad ten leagues fquare into

the country ; and of Menis, with all the adjacent iil-

ands. Razilla had the general command, and appoint-

ed Mons. d'Aulney de Charnify his lieutenant over the

weft part of the country, from St. Croix to the river

Kenebeck. D'Aulney came in the year 1635, and

rifled the truck houfe, which the colony of Plymouth

had ereded at Penobfcott, and drove their fervants

and agents away. Upon the death of Razilla, De la

Tour
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Tour and d*Aulney contended for the chief command^

i and made war on each other. The French king, in

;
tke year 1638, ordered d'Auln^y to confine his gov-

; crnment to the cx>untry of the Etecheniins ; but no one

1 knew the hmits of that territory.

The court of France was, in that age, too much

debauched, and the manners of the nation too much

depraved, to aHord the government any confiderable

fliare of energy ; and therefore thefe contending com-

manders, at a diftance from the throne, having no

other power to appeal to, la Tour and d'Aulney appli-

ed to the government of Maflachufetts at Boftcn, for

aid, and feverally ftated their claims, and laid their

complaints before that government. The governour

and magiftrates did not think it advifable to give aid

to either, but confented that de la Tour ihould hire

fiiips and men to fupport his contefl againft d'Aulney.

De la Tour hired four veiTeis, and obtained about eigh-

ty men, and attacked the fort of his adverfary at St.

Croix. D'Aulney fled to Penobfcott, and was purfued

and his party was defeated. He went to France, and

was expected to return in the year 1644, with fuch

forces as would give him fuccefs. De la Tour, under

this apprehenfion, applied again to the governour of

Mafiachufetts for aid, and though there was a predilec-

tion in favour of de la Tour, who was a French Pro-

teftant, and a dread of his rival, as a troublefome neigh-

bour, yet the magiftrates would not agree to take any

meaiures in favour of the former. They advifed gov-

ernour Endicott to write to d'Aulney, to inquire why he

had interrupted their trade, and had taken the lliips of

fome of their merchants, which had been employed in

trading with de la Tour, and to inform him that they

wouhi
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Ivould fupport their trade againfl his invafions. l^ot-

^vithftanding this, d'Aulney took fome veiTels which

went from Saco to trade with de la Tour. In the fum-

mer of that year, de la Tour att'cmpted to take Penob-

fcott from d'Aulney : he went flrfl with his party to

l^ie farm houfe, which was about fix mile§ from the

fort, and burned that, but was defeated. Wanedon,
who aided de la Tour, was killed in the attempt, and

thofe of the party who furvived came to Boflon.

In September, d'Aulney fent letters to the govern-

our of Boflon, which were conceived with much addrefs,

apologizing to the government, for the aid it had ^iv-

en to his rival, and wifhing for a peace and a good

eorrefpcndence with the colony of Maflachufetts. He
mentioned that he had further inftruclions from th^

king of France, which he fnculd communicate very

foon. Not long after this, he fent a commiffioner, at-

tended with ten men, under a commifiion iiTued from

the great feal of France ; and papers evincing, that

de la Tour was profcribed by the French government, as

a rebel. There could be~ no reconciliation between

the parties ; and d'Aulney, having an evident fuperi-

ority of interefl: in the French court 'over de la Tour»

tvho, by being reputed to be an huganot, had loft all

favour, and was abandoned to his fate, articles ofpeace

and friendfhip was concluded w^ith his rival : the agree-

ment was in thefe w^ords, as given in governour Hutch-

infon's Kiftory, and taken from the general court re-,

cords.

" The agreement between John Endicott, Efq. gov-

ernour of New England, and the reft of the magif-

trates, and Mons. Morie, commiffioner of Mons.

d'Aulney, knight, governour of, and lieutenant gener

til
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al for his majefly the king of France, in Acadie, a pro-

vince in New France, made and ratiiied at Bollon, in

the MalTachufetts aforefaid, Odober 8th, 1644.
" The governour, and all the reft of the magiftrates

do promife to Mons. Morie, that they and all the reft of

the Englifti, within the jurifdidion of the Maftachu-

fetts, fliall obferve and keep firm peace with M. d'AuI-

ney, and all the French under his command in Acadie

;

and likewife the faid M. Morie, doth promife, in behalf

of M. d'Aulney, that he and all his people, ftiall alfo

keep firm peace with the governour and magiftrates

aforefaid, and with all the inhabitants of the jurifdic-

tion of the MalTachufetts aforefaid ; and that it fliali be

lawful for ail men, both French and Englifh, to trade

with each other, fo that if any occafion of offence fhouid

happen, neither party fhall attempt any thing againft:

the other, in any hoftile manner, until the wrong be

firft declared, and complained of, and due fatisfaclion

not given
;
provided always, the gavernour and magif-

trates, aforefaid, be not bound to reftrain their m.er-

chants from trading, with then* fhips, with any perfons,

•whether French or others, wherefoever they dwell,

^Provided alfo, that the full ratification, and conclufion

'of this agreement, be referred to the next meeting of

the commiiTioners of the United Colonies of New
England, for their continuation or abrogation, and in

the mean time to remain firm and inviolable."

Notwithftanding this treaty, de la Tour was allow-

ed to hire a veffel to carry fupplics to his fort, with

-Tvhich he returned home.

This treaty was ratified by the commiOioners of tlie

united colonies. D'Aulney, hcvv^cver, became very

troublefome, anj fcizcd the veifels which attempted to

tiadc
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trade with de la Tour. Upon this the governour and

magifliates expoflulated with him on the infraction of

the treaty ; but he rephed in a very haughty manner,

%vith threatenings of the refentment of the king of

France.

The colony could not return a defenfive anfwer^

that their king was able and willing to proted them

againft the French king ; becaufe the government of

Great Britain was then torn by factions, and on the

eve of a civil war. Charles, who was then on the

throne, w^as a greater enemy to the New England colo-

nies, than the king of France was. He confidered the col--

onies as a place of refuge for fanatics and republicans^

had a few years before, by a proclamation, prohibited his

fubjects from migrating thither, and was content to

leave the people there for a prey to any adventurous

invader : convinced of this, the governour and magif-

trates fent a reply, which originated in a fenfe of their

defencelefs fituation. They faid, that '' they were not

aftraid of any thing that he could do for them, and as

for his mafter, they knew he was a mighty prince, but

they hoped he was juft as well as mighty, and that he

\vould not fall upon them without hearing their caufe

;

but if he Tnould, they had a God in whom they put

their truft when all failed."

In the year 1645, d'Aulney made an attack upon

de la Tour's fort, which was defended by de la Tour

«:nd his wife with fuccefs. The alTailant being difap-

pointed in that enterprize, affected to be in a rage

againfl MalTachufetts, and charged the government

with a breach of the treaty, in allowing his enemy to

go away from BoRon after the treaty was made, in a

yQ^^ belonging to fame of the people there. The
governour
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governour fent captain Allen to inform him, that the

vciTels de la Tour engaged at Bofton, were vefTels from

London which happened to be at Eodon at that time.

D'Aulney at firfl refufed to anfwer the letter, and

treated the commiflioner with haughtinefsand contempt.

The commiffioners of the united colonies, determined

to demand of him a ratification of the treaty, but when

the general court came together, they determined to

fend the deputy governour, general Denifon, and Capt.

Hawthorne to him. There was a debate in the court,

whether to propofe the meeting at Penobfcott, which

was then confeffedly within the territory of Acadie, or

at Pemaquid, which from the ^rant to Elbridge and

Aldfworth from the council of Plymouth, was confider-

ed to be within the territory of New England, and was

then an Englilh plantation. But on having their in-

tentions communicated, he alTum.ed a more pacific ap-

pearance, feemed pleafed with the honour they were

about to (hew him, and agreed to fend comraiilioRers

to Boilon in Augufl 1646, to enter into a treaty with

the governmient. In September, Morie and Lewis, his

commiflioners, arrived at Bodcn, on a Sunday, and

v/ere received, and conduced to proper lodgings.

After fervice was over, major Gibbons efcorted them to

the governour. The next day, they entered iipon bu-

fmefs, and renewed the treaty. Among other prefents

made to d'Aulney, was that of a rich fedan, which had

been made for the viceroy of Mexico, and taken by a

captain Cromwell, and prefented to governour Win-
throp. This treatment was very flattering to d*Aulney,

and no lefs humiliating to the colony of MafTachufetts.

The governour and magiflrates knew the united colo-

nies, or perhaps either of them, to be fuperior to d'Aul-

T ney,
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ney, but they had no mother country to defend them,

and they dreaded the power of France : but that na-

tion was torn by inteftine broils, funk to the lowed ebb

of debauchery and weaknefs, and was vainly attempting to

aid Charles of England againft the republicans, who
had threatened all the crowns in Europe. Had not this

been the cafe, de la Tour and d'Aulney would not

have been fufFered to contend in the manner they did,

as fubjeds of the French king. While the treaty with

the colony was in hand, d'Aulney made a fuccefsful

attempt againft his enemy's fort, and plundered it of

furs, money, and jewels to a great value, De la Tour

fled to Newfoundland for protection, but was difappoint-

ed, becaufe Kirk did not incline to interfere in the quar-

rel. Fromthence he came to Bofton, and obtained a credit

of four or five hundred pounds, with which he went to

Hudfon's Bay, in order to trade with the Indians.

D'Aulney died in the year 1651, and the next year

de la Tour returned and married his widow. There is

no notice taken of the death of de la Tour's wife ; fhe

affifted her hufband in the defence of his fort in 1645,

and no doubt died that year. By the fecond marriage

he had feveral children, who by the devife of d'Aulney's

daughter by the fame mother, had the whole (>f her

father's eftate.

The colony ofNew Plym.outh kept poiTeflion of their

trading houfe and fort, at Penobfcott, until it was taken

by Roilillan, a Frenchman from Nova Scotia, in 1635-

The French at that time confidering the plantation at

Pemaquid, as within New England, did not concern

with it.

In the year 1653, major Sedgwick proceeded on an

expedition under Oliver Croinv/ell, oftenfibly againft

the
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the Dutch, who had fettled on the Hudfon ; but that

commander, either without orders or purfuant to fuch

as were given him in fccret, fuddenly turned his courfe

to Acadie, and though there was a peace exifting be-

tween the Enghfli and French nations, he removed the

French from Penobfcott. The French complained of

the injury, and requeftcd a refloration of the territcry,

but never could obtain it in Cromwell's time.

In the year 1670, Charles IL ceded all Acadie to the

French, upon which they obtained a repofleflion of the

territory ; but the Dutch, within three years after, ex-

pelled the French and pofTeffed themfelves of the coun-

try ; and the people of New England, foon after ex-

pelled the Dutch. It was a very imprudent attempt

in the Dutch to take poffeflion of 2. CQuntry, fo remote

from the Hudfon, where they had fixed their colony.

After the reiforation, in the year 1670, Charles II.

ceded " Nova Scotia, and the reft of Acadie, by the

treaty of Breda, to the French.'* Sir Thomas Temple,

to whom Ohver Crcmv/ell had granted the country,

thought himfelf injured by this celTion ; but the or-

der of the the king was repeated and pofitive, and he

was obliged to comply, by delivering up the polfeiTioa

of the forts and country. The French made but lit-

tle progrefs in the improvement of the country, which

might be ov>'ing to the want of accuracy in the defcrip-

tion, and the clalliing of titles, with which they wer^s

conftantly perplexed.

When the Dutch and French had before been in

pcfreffion of Acadie, the people of the Er.glifh colonies

were very uneafy at being deftitute of the protedlion of

the parent ftate ; but their being Puritans, eireclually

prevented their having any afliflance from the other

T 3

'

fide
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fide of the water. In the year 1635, the plantations

in New England, appointed Edward Winflow, as an

agent, to reprefent to his majefty, that his territories

were encroached upon by the French and Dutch, and

to pray that his majefty would either procure peace

with thofe nations ; or give authority to the Englifh

colonies to a6t in their own defence.

As Mr. Winflow offered, on the part of the colonies,

to be at all the expenfe, w^hich might accrue by the

warpropofed, his petition was very favourably received

by the lords commiiTioners of trade and plantation

;

but finally, archbifnop Laud was at the board, and

having heard that Window was a Puritan, interro-

gated him on the fubjed. Winflow was an honed man,

and openly avowed his fentiments ; by means of

which, on the zealous importunity of Laud, he was

committed to the fleet prifon, where he laid four

months. Thus ended the embaffy of Winflow.*

In the year 1635, upon the petition of Gorges aad

Mafon, the crown propofed a divifion ofNew England

into twelve provinces : the firft was from St. Croix to

Pcmaquid, and the fecond was from Pemaquid

to the river Sagadahock. As Maffachufetts, Rhode

Ifland, and Connedicut, were Included in this act of

partition, there v/as an oppofition to it, which was

fuccefsful againfiall the efforts that could be made by

Gorges and Mafon, fo that there was nothing more

done on that plan of government, in the time of Charles

I. and the whole proceeding, by the parliamentary gov-

ernment, after his death, was regarded as unconffitution-

al, and illegal, by his fucceffor. When Charles II. re-

turned to England, in the year 1600, notwlthilanding

his fair pretenlions,the world was foon convinced that he

intended
* Hutchinfon.
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tended to reign upon the fame principles which had

brought his father to the fcalfold. Kis intention with

regard to the colonies, was, to reduce them to the plan

of twelve royal provinces, according to the ideas adopted

by his fa ther, in 1 63 5,and to have a viceroy over the whole.

According to this plan, he lent commiOioners over, in

the year 1665, with authority to reduce the Dutch fct-

tlements on the Hudfon ; to fettle peace, and to ef-

tabiiih good government in, the Colonies. Colonel

Richard Nichols, who was afterwards p-overnour of

New York, was joined with Sir Robert Carr, George
Cartwright, and Samuel Marverick, in the commiirion.

The Dutch fettlements at New York, Albany, and oth-

er-places, were fubdued by the Enghfh in that year
^

and the comm.ifiioners turned their attention to mat-

ters of government, but met fo warm an oppofition

from the general court of MalTachufetts, that nothing

was done there. More attention was paid to them at

Rhode Ifland and New Plymouth colonies.*

With thofe commiiiioaers, came over one Archdale,

as agent to Gorges, the fon of Sir Ferdinando ; and

brought orders under the fign manual of the king, to re-

flore to Gorges his patent, v/hich the Mafrachufetts

government, " had fliaraefully encroached upon in the

time of the civil wars.^f

The commifiioners, finding nothing to do In MafTa-

chufetts, went into New Hampfliire, and finally, into

the Province of Ivlaine. Their intention was to main-

tain the twelve governments of 1635 ; and the king

appointed his brother, the Duke of York, afterv;ards

king James II. viceroy of the country. The exercifc

of
* Iliitchinfon. f JofTylyn's Chronologv.

T3
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of this government was not extended to any other

places, than to the Province of New York and to the

Province of Maine, and the territory eafl of it, then

called the county of Newcaflle.

The attempt was, to confolidate the Province of

Maine, and the other eaftern divifion, into one govern-

ment. The court holden by the commiilioners, was at

Sheepfcott, fifteen miles eail of the Province of Maine
;

where they appointed a number of thofe perfons, who
were firm rovalifts, and who lived within the Province

cf Maine, in Scarborough, York, and Kittery, juliices

of the peace, under the duke of York's government

;

and eftablimed admiralty and other courts within fhe

fame. There is no record of any of the people who
lived on the weR of Kenebeck river, having come in,

and taken the oath of allegiance to the duke's gov-

ernment, but a <<reat manv call of that river did.

There are feme extracts from the records of that

proceeding, which fhew, more particularly, what was

done at the hril court under that government. The
extracts are as follows.

"The rolls of fuch ads and orders, pafled firfl feflions,

holden in the territories of hh higbnefs duke cf 'Tork ;

en the eafLern and northward fide of Sagadahock
;

and extending to Nova Scotia. Holden at the houfe

of John Mafon in the River Shipfcot, this 5th day of

September, in the feventeenth year of the reign of our

lovereign lord the king ; Anno Domini 1665.

Henry jocelen, Efq. Mr. Robert Jordan, Mr. George

Monjoy, Capt. Nicholas Raynalds, Mr. Thom.as Gar-

diner, Mr. Wm. Dyer, appeared in commiihon, and

ijfi^lared their acceptance of the office and duty, by

taking
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taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, as alfo

that of a juftice of the peace.

The inhabitants by letter admitted, and accordingly

appearing, who to take the abovefaid oath of allegiance

and fupremacy, to and under our fovereign lord the

king, are as under Hfted.

Of Pemaquld and Winnegance.

Henry Chamnefs, George Buckland,

Edmund Arrowfmith, Mn Thomas Albridge.

Of Mor.kegan.

None.

Of Capaneldagm^

None.

Of Shipfcot.

John Mafon, John Tayler,

Thomas Mercer, John White,

Walter Phillips, William Markcs,

Nathaniel Draper, Robert Scott,

ChriHopher Dier, Andrew Stalger,

William Dole, Mofes Pike,

William James, Thomas Gint.

Of Sagadahock,

Richard Hamons, John White,

Thomas Parker, Markes Parfons,

Robert Morgan, John Miller,

Thomas Watkins, VvHlliam FrifwelL

A true copy from Sheepfcot record, examined per

J. Willard, Secretary.

JofTylyn lived at Black Point, Jordan lived near by

him. Dyer lived at Saco, Montjoy at Cafco, Robert

Cutts at Kittery, and Jofhua Scottow at Black Point.

Others whofe names are not mentioned, in the above

cxtrad of the records, to wit, William PhiUips of Saco,

^nd John Wincall of Berwick, V^^re in the appointment.

T 4 The
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The republican party, or as they v/ere more gener-

ally called, the Puritans, did not come in on the call of

the commifFioners, but were flill under the influence of

the MaiTachufetts. This is complained of by Jofiylyn

in his fecond voyage, wherem he fays, that the magif-

trates of the Province of Maine, meaning no doubt,

thofe appointed by the commiffioners, were royahfts,

but that the others were perverfe fpirits. He alfo ob-

ferves. that Madachufetis had encroached on the prov-

ince of Gorges, and that the people feemed willing to

join them ;
" Birds of a feather will rally together,'^

was his illnatured remark.

The cath adminillered by the order of the commif*.

fioners, to the magntrates, was as follows, " You fwear

as a juflice of the peace in the Province of Maine, you

ihall do equal right to the poor and rich, after the

lav/s and cuftoms of *England, according to your cun-

ning and power. You Tnall not be of council to any

party. You ffiall not let for gift, or other caufe, but

well and truly yCu ihall do your office of a juftice of

peace."

The commiffioners iffued a rehgious conftitution,

which was as liberal, at leafl, as what they had propofed

to Maifachufetts when they hrfh arrived, JofTylyn was

appointed to decide,when the juflices, including himifelf,

were divided in their opinion, and the fide he gave his

vote on, prevailed on fuch divifion. This is the only

inilitution of the kind which has ever been in the

country or in England. The planters were to rem^sin

in quiet poifeiTion of their lands ; and commiffioners

were appointed to hear.and decide on the claims v/ithin

the jurirdi'.rcion. Edward Ruihwcrth^ who had long

been
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been recorder in the Province of Maine, was ordered

to give up the records in his polTciTion.

There were courts held at Fahnouth, under the au-

'thority of ths government, but the Maflachufetts charg-

ed the commiflioners with fomenting diibrders in the

eaflern part*, and had influence enough with the peo-

ple, to prevent a court from being held by th'^ir auihor-

ity further wefl than Cafco.

The courts at Saco and York, ftill claimed jurifdic-

tlon on the eaft of Kenebeck River.

The principal influence of the duke's government,^

was at Sheepfcott, and Pemaquid. What is now call-

ed Newcaftle, anciently Sheepfcotte, was, under that gov-

ernment, called Cornwall, in the county of New Caf-

tle : all the lands there, were bought of the Indians

by John Mafon; but governcur Dungan, who was gov-

ernour of New York, as well as of the eaPcern coun-

try, granted a great part of the territory ever again..

The deeds ferve to fhev/ the nature of the government

under which the fame were made ; a fpecimen of which

has been already given, under the chapter of Grants of

Land by Europeans

There is a myftery in the proceedings of thi^ gov-

ernment, v^hich it is impolTible, from any documents

now remaining to explain ; a number of the magif-

trates who appeared at the duke of York's courts on

Sheepfcott River, were inhabitants of the territory

wefl of the river Kenebeck, and without the claim of

his authority over Acactie. It may be conjedured,

that w^hen they appeared there to take the oath of

magiftracy, before the commlmoners, that their ap-

pointment was for the Province of Maine only, and

that they only went to Sheepfcott to be qualified.

The
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The precepts ilTaed by the juflices on Sheepfcott

River vvv^re confined in their direction to the officers on

the eafl fide of Kenebeck River ; and no record of

any precept which was iiTaed under the authority of

his royal highnefs on the weft fide of t;hat water is now

to be found.

The orovernments of the New Enp;land colonies

were a check and an impediment, in that early day, to

the ftrides of monarchy. The principle of an. heredi-

tary authority, is eafily eftablidied in the moment of

conqueft, over a conquered people ; but the New Eng-

land colonies may emphatically be faid to be born free.

They v/ere fettled originally upon the idea, exprefTed at

this dav in all their forms of government, that " all

men are born free, equal and independent."

There is an original v/rit of capias exifting, which

was iilued under the government of the duke of York,

in the territory of Acadie ; it is in the words following.

'' To the conftable on the eaftward fide of Kenebeck

River, or his deputy.

'' By virtue hereof you are required in his majeil:y*s

name, and under the authority of his highnefs the duke

of York, to apprehend the body, or goods of Chrifto-

pher Lawfon, and to take bond of him to the value of

one hundred and twenty pounds, wdth fufficient furety or

fureties, for his perfonal appearance at a fpecial court to

be held at Arrowfike, the 27th of this prefent Novem^-

ber, then and there to anfwer to the com.plaint of Ed-

mund Dawner, for not yielding a debt due by bill, bear-

in o- date the 3d day of June, 1665. Hereof you are not

to favle, as you will anfwer it at your peril, and {o

make true return, under your hand, dated this firll day

of November, 1665. Nicholas Raynal, Jus. Pads,

Toe
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Ths Return, " I have attached the body of Chrif-

topher Lawfon, and have taken bail for his appearance

at the next court, to anfwer to the complaint of Ed-

mund Davvner, in an action of the cafe. This is a true

return, Richard Lemons, conJlahleJ*

Governour Dungan, the agent of the duke of York,

removed many Dutch famihes from the banks of the

Hudfon, to his new province on the Sheepfcott

;

They tarried there, until the fettlements were broken

up by the wars which were foon after commenced by

the Savages.

The government under the duke, had never much
energy or force in it, and would very focn have been

fubverted by the MafTachufetts, if the meafures purfu-

ed in England, in order to take away the colony char-

ter, and the hoftilities of the natives in this country,

"had not prevented it.

In the year 1671, the general court of ivlafTachu-

fetts took meafures to afcertain the eaftern boun-

dary of their colony, and Thomas Clark was ap-

pointed agent in the bufinefs. He appointed George

Mountjoy to run the line. Mountjoy made his return

in 1672 ; by which the eadern line comprehended the

territory one mile and three quarters eall of Dam.arif-

cove, apart of Pemaquid, and mod of George's liQand.

This was done to furniih a pretext for oppofition to

the duke's government, and extended fo as to com-

j

prehend the feat of it. The grant to Elbridge and
I Aidfworth, from the council for the affairs of New-

England, gave Pemaquid, whereon the patent of twelve

tiioufand acres was located, the reputation of being

. "U'ithin New England. This furnilhed a (Irong argu-

ment
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ment for oppofing the charter of MaiTachufetts colony

to the claim of the royal prerogatives over that land.

There is, and always has been, fomething in the fen-

timents of the Americans, more efpecially with thofe

of the northern part of the country, peculiarly oppof-

ed to monarchy. The fame principles which have been

fupported with fuccefs here, have been urged in other

countries, by the wife men, and the philofophers ; but

it has fo happened in Europe, that the body of the

people have been lofl in ignorance and fuperllition
;

and have not been poiTelTed of information fufficient to

enable them to praclife on the doctrines inculcated.

In our country, the pubhc fchools, the advantages of

education, and the elevated hopes of enjo)ing the

rights of freemen, have given, to public meafures, a

tone, by which thofe of other nations have never been

influenced or condu6ced.

The procefs againil the charter of MalTachufetts, by

which it was vacated in 1686, gave that colony a per*

mancnt check, in its zealous meafures, for the extirpa-

tion of a royal governm^ent, in the eailern part of New
England. Befidcs this, the dircreifes qf the Indian

wars, from 1675 ^^ 1692, rendered the country of

very little confequence, either in Great Britain or in

Bofton. The country was nearly broken up in i ^^6y

and entirely deilroyed in the year 1690. To this, it

may be added, that there were reafons to apprehend-,

that the country might be again ceded to the crpwn of

France. But when the royal charter of 1692, was if-

fued, the oppofition to royalty was loil for a while in

the love of that toleration which the charter guaranteed

to the people of the Province.

In
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In Acadle there v/as another territory ead of the

then county of New Caftle, which was not- compre-

hended within the duke's Province ofNew York. This

was, perhaps, the ancient Norumbegua. It extended

from Pemaquid to St. Croix, comprehending Mount
Manfel or Mount Defert, and the territory of Penob-

fcott. The French were, with the Indians, in poiTef-

fion of that part of the continent, until they were re-

moved after the year 1692, by Sir William Phips, the
'

firft governour of the Province of MaiTachufetts, under

the charter of William and Mary.

It was there, that the people of New Plymouth

creeled their trading houfe in 1627, which was taken

by the French, was afterwards taken by the Dutch,

and retaken by Sedgv/ick under Cromwell. There

de la Tour and d'Aulney, attracted -the attention of

the American colonies, there the baron Caltine taught

the natives the European art of war.

When the revolution of 1688, took place in Eng-

land, the eallern country was in a wretched Hate of

warfare, and before the year 1692 was Intirely depop-

ulated. And therefore the incorperating it with the

province of Maflachufetts, was no real advantage to

that government, otherwife than a^ the people there,

wiuied to avoid having a regal government eilabliihed

in that part of the continent.

The government of New Plymouth, over a part of

the Province of Maine, and a part of the country of

Acadie, is next to be confidered.

The council for the affairs of New England, had

granted to the colony of New Plymouth, in the year

1629, a tract of land on both fides of the river Kene-

beck, extending fifteen miles oa each fide the river.

The
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The limits of the patent, as has been before obferved^

were finally reilricled to a line drawn eafl and weft

through that part of the waters of Cobbiffecontee,

whicH is nigheft to the fea ; but there is a certainty,

that the original patentees confidered the patent as lying

on the fea fhore.

The government took polTeffion of the country at

the mouth of the river, and ereded a fort on the wefl

bank of the fame, and on the margin of the fea, in the

year 1634. In Winthrop's Journal it is mentioned, that

as governour Winflow, in that year, w^as walking on

the wall of the fort, an Indian attempted to kill him,

but was prevented by his going down before the Indian

had taken his aim.

The remains of the fort, and of the houfes erected

there, and a number of wells which were funk for the

ufe of the plantation, remain there now.

In the year 1634, one Hoikins came in a veflel to

trade in the river. The two magiftratcs of the colo-

ny of Plymouth, who refided on the river, to fuperin-

tend the governm.ent, forbade him, and on his perfifting

to trade with the natives, fent a party to cut his cables ;

upon their attempting to do it, he ihot one of them,

whereupon the others killed him. A kinfman of Hof-

kins complained to the general court of Maffachufetts

on the occafion : on that complaint, the court ordered

John Alden, one of the magiflrates, who was prefent

when Hoikins was killed, and had given orders to cut

the cables of his veiTel, to recognize for his appearance

to anfwer for the offence ; and wrote to the govern-

ment of Plymouth to certify whether it v/ould take

cognizance of the mjjter, and do juftice in the cafe.

The man Tvho wsis killed by the Plymouth people, wa*

at
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at Kenebeck, under the liccnfe of the lords Say and

Brooks, and MaiTachufetts was afraid that the outrage,

if it fhould go unpunifhed, would draw on New Eng-

land the refentinent of the king, and be an excufe for

the appointment of a general government.*

Soon after that event happened, Mr. Bradford, and

Mr. Winfiow, two of the magiflrates of Plymouth

colony, with Mr. Smith the miniftcr there, came to

Boilon upon the afiair of Hofkins' death. It was con-

fidered by the paflors, and governnient in Eofton, to

be a fcandal to chriflianity, to (hed human blood on a

queftion refpeding the right to trade for beaver. And
the magiflrates and paitor from Plymouth came to con-

fer with thofe in Bofton upon the cafe, as a cafe of

confcience. Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Cotton, and Mr.

AVilfon, met them on the occafion, and finally, after

prayer, fearching the fcripture, and attending to all cir-

cumflances of the cafe, they concluded, that it was ex-

cufable, inafmuch as Hofkins would have killed

fome of their people, if he had not been killed him-

felf. Governour Winthrop wrote letters of excufe for

them to England, and thus ended the matter.

There was a tribunal of juflice, ereded at Kenebeck,

with an appeal to that of the government of Plymouth.

In all things the old government treated that on the

river, as a colony or province, under its own govern-

ment ; and an oath was exacted under pain of banlih-

ment, of the magiflrates and people, w'ho went to trade

or inhabit within the patent, that they would bear true

faith and allegiance to the government of the colony

of New Plymouth, and that they v;ould render a due

obedience,

'^ Winthrop*s Journal.
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obedience, as well to the laws, as to the orders and de-

crees of the magiftrates.*

The patent granting lands on Kenebeck, to the col-

ony of New Plymouth, was dated in January, 1629.

Livery of feizen was made by John Alden, the agent of

the council, in the fame year.

The government of New Plymouth was fo remote,

that its force becom.e inadequate to the exigencies of

the plantation of Kenebeck, and therefore, in the year

1649, a new meafure was adopted, from which more

efficacy was expected. The general court, on the 8th

ofJune, appointed a committe to " let the trade at Kene-

beck." The com.mittee eaccordingly did let the fame to

William Bradford, Edward Winfiow, Thomas Prince,

Thomas Willet, and William Paddy, for the term of three

years. It is added, in the record of the proceedings,

that thefe tenants fhould have the trade as they had be-

fore had it, which is exprelTed in the indenture, to be

for fifty pounds flerling a year. This contrad extend-

ed to the year 1652.

In the year 1652, the. trade was fold to the fame

men for three years longer : but there was a condition

annexed td the indenture, which obliged the lelTees to

fiay in the country themfelves, and the trade w^as for-

feited to the government if they fjiould leave the river.

Whether the colony was alarmed by the claim ofMaf-

fachufetts or not, does not appear. In that year, an

a6:ual furvey of MaiTachufetts' eafl line, was made,

which carried their patent no further than to Clabbord

Iilands in Cafco Bay. But John Parker had purchafed

Roufeacran Ifland, and the land on both fides of the

mouth of Kenebeck R-iver, in the year 1649, and Jere-

mylqu::m,

* old Colony P.ecords.
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myfquam, which was within the patent, if it came down

to the fea, had alio been purchaled of the Indian, Ro-

goniock, by George Davie. It is very evident, that the

colony was alarmed by fuch proceedings, and found

that a government within the patent was necefl'ary ;

for in the year 1653, on the 7th of March, the general

court came into thefe proceedings.

*' Whereas fundry have intrenched upon the liber-

ties of the trade belonging to Kenebeck ; and whereas

alfo, letters patent have been granted, and fent over

from the honourable court of parliament, and council

of (late ; thereby giving and granting unto this jurif-

didlion the aforefaid Uberty of trade in the aforefaid

river with inlargement, as alfo requiring that fuch due

courfe be taken, as that the Englifh, refiding in faid river,

jfhall be orderly governed and carried in a way ofpeace for

their common good in civil government. The court tak-

ing thefe premifes into due confideration, did conftitute,

authorife, and commifTionate, Mr. Thomas Prince, one

of the honoured magiftrates of this jurifdidion, with

full and ample power to fummon all, and every of

the inhabitants, as he fliall fee meet, dwelHng within

the aforefaid rirer Kenebeck, unto fomiC convenient

place, to receive from him fuch indrudions. and or-

ders extant, which he hath received from the afore-

faid general court ; full power to require their obferv-

ance ; with full power alfo to afTemble unto himfelf,

any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to be aiTiftant unto

him in the premifes."

The inftruciions were, i. That the people fhould

take the oath of fidelitv, to the (late of Enp-land, and

to the government of New Plymouth. 2. That " he

acquaint them, with the body of laws of the govern-

y ment.
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ment, and that the intention was not to expecl their

llrid obfervance of every thing peculiar to ourfelves

;

but confidering the diftance of the place, we do allow

them liberty to make choice of fuch to be afTiflant as

we fhall approve of, for making fuch further orders as

may bed conduce to their welfare.** 3. " None were
to be inhabitants there, but fuch as fliouid take the oath

of allegiance." 4. '' None could vote for an afTiflant,

but fuch as fhould take the oath.''

The oath required, was in thefe words, " You fhall

be true and faithful to the flate of England, as it is

now eflabliflied, and whereas you chufe at prefent ta

refide within the government of New Plymouth, you

fhall not do, or caufe to be done, any a6:, or a6ts, di-

rectly or indirectly, by land or by water, that fhall, or

may tend to the deflruclion or overthrow of the whole

or part of this government, that fhall be ordered, erect-

ed or eflabliflied ; but fhall contrarywife, hinder, op-

pofe, or difcover fuch intents and purpofes, as tend

thereunto, to thofe that are in place for the time being
;

that government may be informed thereof with all con-

venient fpeed
y
you fhall alfo fubmit, and obferve all

fuch good and wholefome laws, ordinances and officers

as are, or fhall be eftablifhed within the feveral limits

thereof, fo help you God, who is the God of truth^

and the punifher of falfehood."

In May, in the year 1654, Thomas Purchafe, John

Stone, Thomas Afhly, John Richards, James Smith,

William James, Thomas Parker, John White, John

Brown, William Davis, Thomas Webber, Thomas At-

kins, James. Cole, John Parker, Emanuel Hughs, and

Alexander Thaways, took tlie oath of allegiance to the

government. After being thus qualified they made •

choice
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choice of Thomas Purchafe as an afiiilant and John
Afhly for conftablc.

Purchafe lived near the head of Stevens' River, in

what is called New Meadows, within the town of

Brunfwick, and had obtained a deed from the Indians

of what is called the Pejepfcott claim, on the river An-
drofcoggin. John Parker had obtained a deed of the

land whereon he lived, at the mouth of Kenebeck.

How thofe men could take the cath without furrender-

ing their title is not eafy to determine, but fome com-
promifc was then had, by which the government was

made eafy ; and the jurifdiftion being foon after aban-

doned, the patent fold, and Indian conveyances

countenanced, the defcendants of thefe men held by
their Indian deeds.

There very foon arofe an uneafinefs in the colony

of New Plymouth, refpeding the felHng the trade on
the Kenebeck River. The people had poffelled high

expectations, with regard to the profits which might

arife, as well from an exclufive right to trade with the

Savap-es, as from the filherT there. Bradford, Winf-

low, and Prhicc w^ere the chief men in the colonv, and

had been the leflees of the trade. There is aKvavs, in

every free government, a jealoufy of m>en in power,

and the officers, though dependant on the people, have,

too frequently, by fome part of the community, the

word motives alligned for their mod patriotic actions.

This has always been produced as an objeclion to a pop-

ular form of government ; and a late learned writer has,

perhaps without intention, to prove that, which we all

wilh did not exiil, produced a multitude of indanccs

which have happened in paft ages, and in other na-

tionSj to ^i\t^^^ tl-iat\'irtue,patiiotilmj and valour, have

\j 2 generally
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generally, in popular governments, been rewarded hf
difgrexe and calumny. But if mankind were fo perfect^

as that the whole of the people could obferve merit

without feeling envy, and exalted virtue, without wifh-

ing to leffen the glory of it, perhaps there would be no

need of any kind of government. If good men fuffer

in a republic, they are as liable to be injured in a mon-

archy.

The jealoufy of the people had raifed itfelf to fuch

a pitch, againit Bradford, Prince, and the affiftants,

that in the year 1655, a fpecial warrant was iiTued to

every town in the colony, requiring them to fend their

minds to a general court, to be held on the fifth day of

March in the fame year, *' to treat and conclude about

~ the letting of the trade in Kenebeck." The trade

was that year fet at thirty five pounds per annum,
*' to be paid in money, or moofe, or beaver, at the cur-

rent price.'* The leafe was for feven years, and the

rent to be paid half yearly, during which term Brad-

ford, Prince, and Willet, the leifees, were, '' to improve

the trade to the bed advantage to themfelves and the

country."
'' It was further agreed by the parties above exprefied,

that notice fhould then be forthwith given to the feveral

towns, that in cafe they or any of them fiiould diflikc

what was done as abovefaid, .they fhould fend in their

dillike thereof in fourteen days after this court."

There does not appear to have been any objection

made to the contract ; but the next court exhibited

tranfaftions which fully evinced the uneafmefs and dif-

appointment which prevailed. In July^ 1655, a com-

mittee, was appointed, confifling of " Jofias Winfiow,

fen. Jofias Winfiow, jun. Mr. Hinckley, and Robert

Stutfon,
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Stutfon, to meet with the magiftrates, to treat with them

about letting the trade of Kenebeck, and about re-

gulating the diforder of the government there ; and

alfo to take the accounts of the treafurer, and Mr. Pad-

dy, in behalf ofthe country, and alfo to take order for

the fecuring the country's powder, and to take order

for mending of Jones' River bridge, in behalf of the

country.'*

This proceeding fhews that the government, or rath-

er the people, became difcouraged as to improving the

patent. The next year there was a vote obtained, for

letting the trade at the rate it w^as fet at before.

In the year 1659, their hopes feemed to be intirely

given up, and the project of improving the colony was

at an end.

On the 7th of June, in that year, Thomas Prince

being governour, the following proclamation was ilTu-

ed by the governour and afiiftants. " Forafmuch as

we have good information, that things are in fuch a

pofture at Kenebeck, in reference to fome troubles

among the Indians, fome of them being flain, fome

carried away, and thereby alfo difcouraged, that there

is a prefent defifring fi-om their hunting ; and fo a cef-

fation of trade, whereby fuch as have rented the trade

of the country, are fo far difcouraged, that they fee,

and it probably appeareth, that they will not only be

difabled for paying the expected rent ; but will be

likely to fuffer great loiTes ; and do alfo fear they

may be forced wholly to defiil and to call home their

ellate there ; whereby the trade may be endangered

to be lofl for the future, if fome courfe be not taken

about it : The court do therefore recommend it to the

feveral townihips' confideration, and defire they would

U 3 depute
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depute feme in \\'hom they can truft, to fignify their

minds at the fittings of the general court in October

next, and to impt>wer them to ad on the premifes."

At the court in Odober, 1659, the deputies agreed

to let the trade at ten pounds, for that and the next

year, and the reafon given for reducing the rent, was

the troubles among the Indians. The contract was

in thefe words, *' Tuat the rent of the faid trade for

the year 1659, fully complete, on the firfl day of No-

vember, fhall be ten pounds.'* And they w^ere to

leave " faid Kenebeck trade, free without engagement,

unto the countries difpofc as they fhould think meet
;

not leaving above live hundred lldns in debts to be rC'

quired of the Indians,"

What the uneafmefs was among the Indians, at that

period, which urged the colony to thefe meafures, is

unknown. There is no hidorian w^ho has given in

an account of a war with the natives in that part of the

country, before 1675. Hubbard relates, that on an ap-

prehenfion of an intention in the Savages, to commit

hoftilities, about the year 1665, it w^as agreed by them,

^and the Englifn, who fettled under Aldfworth's Patent,

that a court iliould be eftablifhed to try the quellion,

and fettle the difpute."^

By the aforegoing refolve, it appears, that the colony

began to entertain thoughts of relinquifhing the gov-

ernment on Kenebeck. The people did not go into

the idea of eftablifhing plantations, but gave all their

attention to the peltry trade^ and and the river fiih^

The opinion in favour of purchafmg from the Sav-

ages had become fo general, and had gathered fo

many advocates in its favonr, that the grants, under a

gDverj^-nient

Hubbard's Hiilcry,
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government involved in an unhappy civil war, did not

engage the body of the people, as fupporters. The

attempt of an exclufive right to trade, was alike dif-

gulling to the Savages and the white people ; for there

never was an inftance, where fuch right was excrcifed

without opprtllion. The men who became the teii»

ants of this extraordinary privilege, were few in num-

ber, and while all the people were jealous of them,

they made but Httle by the kind of commerce which

they purfued. The queflion of the extent of the pa-

tent was agitated, and the people without its limits

did not regard the laws or regulations of the govern-

ment.

In the year 1660, the towns fent In their deputies,

with full power to ad refpecting the trade on the Kcn-

ebeck, and when they v/ere aflbmbied, it was agreed,

*'that any former agreements, notwithflanding, itfhall

be lawful for the governour, and his partners, ibings

being as they arc^ to call home their eftates and fervants

there, when they (hall fee caufe ; and that on the oth-

er fide, it is alfo mutually agreed, that the country, or

any that they fhall allow of, may at prefent, or when
they pleafe, go and make fomc beginning of trade there,

notwithflanding any bargain with the partners to the

contrary, and, that if five hundred pounds fteriing can

be obtained for the countrv's intereil there, it fhall be

fold."

Major Southworth, Conftant Southworth, and Com-
ett Stutfon, were appointed a committee to fell the pa-

tent. The record of the proceedings in this part of the

bufinefs, appears to be that of the general court, but

the order for felling is figned by eleven men who call

themfelveg a comniittee. The next year the patent was

U 4 folJ
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fold to Tyng, Brattle^ Boies, and Winllow for four hun^

dred pounds flerling.

From the fale of the patent, to the year 1750, there

were nomeafuresof confequence attemptedby the aflign-

ees, nor did they ever attempt to exercife any pov/ers of

government ; but the powers granted by the original

charter were vacated, if not by the ads in the reigns

of Charles L and Charles II. yet the pretence of civil

authority in the ailignees, w^as totally overthrown by

the charter of William and Mary to the MaiTachu-

fetts in 1692.

The territory on the v/efl of Sagadahock, or Kene-

beck, has been under a variety of contending powers,

which mud be conudered all toeether ; and in order

to underfland the changes and incidents of the gov-

ernments which have taken place there, it will be ne-

ceiTary to confider the tranfadions of all, according to

the times in which they happened.

In the year 1622, the council for the affairs of New
England, granted to Mafon and Gorges, the lands from

the river Merrimack to the river Sagadahock ; under

this grant, a number of perfons v/ere fent over in thq

year 1623 ? ^^^ there were no regular fcttlements, of

any confcquence, made before the year 1630.

In the year 1630, there was a grant of the council

of Plymouth, to Dye, Smith, and others, of a tracl

bounded weHerly on Cape Porpoife, and extending

eafterly to Cape Elizabeth, and extending forty miles

into the country. The patent v/as defcribed as partly

lying on the well fide of Sagadahock, by which, no

doubt, from ether defcriptions, was intended the river

Sacc. In the year 163 1, there was a veiiel fitted out with

ten planters, which arrived at the river in July ; but

they
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they did not like the place, and went to Bofton, and

from thence to Watertown.*

The land on the wefl fide of Saco, is very unprom-

ifmg, rocky and hard, and it cannot be wondered at,

that people coming from England fhould be difcour-

aged. The patent granted to Dye, Smith, and others,

was taken with an inteniion to pm-fue the bufmefs of

agriculture, in fome meafure, as well as of trade and

the ^fifnery. The vefTel which came over in 1631, was

only fixty tons burden, and drew ten feet of water -, flic

was called the Plough. The idea of agriculture was

treated with contempt, by fome of the adventurers of

the day, and the patent was, by way of ridicule, called

the Plough Patent.

Gorges had a government, or an authority, in the

ye^r 1636 ; one Bradbury in that year fold five hun-

dred acres of land to John Johnfon. This de^d ap-

pears to be made by Thomas Bradbury, as agent to Sir

Ferdinando.

The government had no efficacy, and the idea of a

general government over the twelve diftricis of New
England, caufed the fmall fhare of authority which

had exifled, to IciTen exceedingly ; but as the new gen-

eral government was to be founded upon a vacation of

the charters, and as the fame danger comprehended

2nd embraced all the charters of corporations in Eng-

land, there was great oppofition to the meafure, and

the royal court found it impoffibie to carry thofe plans

into execution.

The people being in difcrefs for the benefits of a

government, entered into comibinations for civil focieties

in fevcral parts of the country. There was one on the

north

* Winthrop's Journal.
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north fide of Pifcataqua, river, including the planta-

tions of Pifcataqua, now Kittery, and Accomenticus^

now York.*

Mr. Neal had been fent in the year 1630, by Gorges

and Mafon, to be their governour at Pifcataqua : he

granted a great quantity of land, in what is now Kit-

terv, but returned to England in the year 1635 ; and

there was no government after that, but what arofe

from the voluntary and inelTicIent agreements of the

people.

The people en Saco River, who had fettled on the

patents of Vines and Oldham, Lewis and Benython,

and in Scarborough on the grants to JofTylyn and

Cammock, came into fimilar alfociations. In the year

1636, there was a court held at Saco, at the houfe of

John Benython, which was on the eaft fide of Saco

River. Several perfons were fined for drunkennefs, and

others puniihed for other immoraUties.t The court

was faid by the records to be holden under the author-

ity of the province of Lygonia, which was, no doubt,

the n-overnment of the Plough Patent. Thefe courts

were continued until the year 1640 ; but this govern-

ment was w^eakened by the attempt of a general gov-

ernment : though the intended divifion of New Eng-

land into twelve provinces, would, if eiTe<51;ed, over-

throw the civil authority, granted by the charters of

James I. vet the titles to the lands v;ould remain un-

touched. The proprietors of the Plough Patent, or

the government of Lygonia, appear to have been dif-

couraged until the year 1643, when the province of Ly-

gonia was fold to Alexander Rigby, who fent his a-

nt over, as Vvill be related hereafter.

The
f Yark Records.
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The want of civil authority within the territory, na-

turally introduced vagabonds, lewd and diforderly per-

fons, and thofe who fled from the claims of juflice.

Gorges finding that his plan for one general govern-

ment over twelve diftrids, could not be carried into

execution, and finding that his province would foon

come to deftruOion, procured a charter feparate from

that which he had jointly obtained with Mafon, and

which is in the Appendix.

King Charles, in that patent, gave to Gorges, more

and greater powers, than had ever been granted by a

Ibvereign to a fubjedl. He enjoined little elfe in par-

ticular, than an eftabliihment of the Epifcopal religion.

The officers v/hom Gorges appointed by his commiffion,

of the tenth of March 1639, was, Thomas Gorges,

Efq. who lived at Accomenticus, Richard Vines of Sa-

co, Henry Jofl'ylyn of Black Point, Francis Champer-

noon of Pifcataqua, now Kittery, Richard Benython

of Saco, who was his nephew, William Hook of York,

and Edward Godfrey of Kittery. Thefe men were

counfellors for the due execution of the government,

according to an ordinance annexed to the authority

delegated in the commifhon.

The territory was then called the Province of Mayne,

by way of a compliment to the queen of Charles I.

who was a daughter of France, and owned as her pri-

vate efcate, a province there, called the Province of

Meyne, now called the Province of Maine. But fmce

the general government has made our territory a dif-

trid, it has lofl one of the letters which formerly was

ufed, and is now called Main. The commifTiou and

ordinance is in the Appendix.

Tke
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The commifTioners under Gorges immediately put

the government into exercile ; and the people on the

weft fide of the territory readily fubmitted to the force

of it.

The firft general court v/as held at Saco, in June

1 640 ; at which feveral officers were fworn, and the

government appeared to be completely organized.

John Winter, has been mentioned as the agent of Mr.

Trelawney ; he was indicted at this court for extortion.

This idea was taken from the PvlaiTachufetts colony,

wherein the laws made it criminal to take more than

five per cent, advance in trade : that kind of prohibitory

provifion, however unfuitable it may appear, in a day

when commerce has arrived at maturity, and becomiC

a general bufmefs, was necelTary to the infancy of the

countrv.

The proceedings in this court, as preferved in the

records of the county of York, appear to be very

regular. The inhabitants of Accomenticus appeared,

and claimed fome privileges, and fpoke of grievances,

but the only trouble which moved their exertions, was

the courts being carried to Saco, inftead of being held

at York.

The courts were kept up in ufual form until the

year 1646. In the firft court held at Saco, there were

a number of ofHcers appointed ; amongft the others,

Robert Sankey was appointed provoft marflial ; Nich-

olas Froft, conftable of Pifcataqaa, Michael Mitten,

conftable of Cafco, John Wilkens comlable of Black

Point.

At this court in 1640, the people of Pifcataqua, now

Kittery, petitioned to be relieved of the burden of go-

ing to Saco to court \ and it vas ordered that they

Tiiight



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 309

might attend at Acccmenticus, and that they fhould

not be compelled to go to Saco» But it was necefTary

to have a court at Saco, as an exercife of Gorges' gov-

ernment in oppofition to another under the Plough

Patent. There u-as a court hclden at Accomenticus

in September 1641, when George Burdet, who had

fled from Exeter, and had refided at Accomenticus, in

the character of a preacher, was, on a charge of adul-

tery with the wife of one Purington, found guilty, and

fined ten pounds fterling.

In 1645, there was a court at Saco, in which John

Trelaw^ney, who then was of Pifcataqua, impleaded John
Winter in an adion of account, refpecling the fifhery

at Richmond's Illand. The caufe perhaps was not fin-

ifhed until Vv^inter died, which happened foon after.

There were feveral other trials of a criminal, as well

SIS of a civil nature, the defcription of which might

be amufmg at this day, but the pubHc cannot have

much interefl in the refation of the crimes or the forms

of procefs, by which the perpetrators were brought to

punifliment.

We may now^ return to the government of Lygonia.

We have mentioned the patent made by the council

for the affairs of New England, to Dye, Smith, and

others, in the year 1629 ; and that a veflel called the

Plough, brought over ten perfons for fettlers thereon,

in the year 1 63 1 , w'ho dechned fettling, and went to

Boflon, and from thence to Watertown. We have al-

fo mentioned, that patent under the head of European

Qj^ants ; and in the defcription of Arundle have tak-

en notice of fundry grants of land fold by George
Cleaves, as agent to Sir Alexander Rigby.

Governour
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Governour Hutchinfon has confounded Lygonia

with the Province of Maine ; but had he revifed his

hiilory) he might, in fome meafure, have dillinguifhed

the two governments. The confufion has arifen from

not underftanding, that any other river befides that of

Kenebeck, was called Sagadahock. The grant to

Vines and Oldham, where Biddeford now is, was of

lands on the weft fide of Sagadahock ; and the lands

to Benython and Lewis, was on the eaft fide of the fame

river ; but the patent is well known at this day, and is

in Pepperelborough, and Scarborough, on the eaft fide

of Saco River. From thefe facls it clearly follows,

that the council for the affairs of New England, called

the river, which we call Saco, by the name of Swaga-

dahock. The plantation on the banks of this river

was called Saco, at an early period, and the ancient

name of the river, was at length loft in the name of

the fettlements on its banks.

The grant of the province of* Lygonia to John Dye,

John Smith, Bryan Brincks, and others, is of " two

illands in the river Sagadahock, near the fouth fide

thereof, about three fcore miles from the feas, being

under the 43d and 44th degrees of northern latitude.'*

There are no fuch illands in any river of the Province

of Maine, or in the country of Acadie.

The trad: of land of forty miles fquare, of which

the province of Lygonia was to confift, is to " extend

fouth of the river Sagadahock to Cape Porpoife." As

that cape is on the fouth fide of Saco River, there can

be no need of a further fearch for the river. The pa-

tent was to extend eaft on the fea forty miles, to Capo

Elizabeth, including the two capes ; which vrill give be-

tween thirty and forty miles on the fea coaft. and might

in
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fn thofe days be confidered as full forty miles in ex-

tent ; for indeed the people in England were very ig-

norant of the geography of the country.

The ads of polTellion done, the grants made under

the province of Lygonia, the claims fupported, and

the adts of its government, prove beyond a controvcr-

fy, that the province extended from the weft fide of

Cape Porpoife, to the eaft fide of Cape EHzabeih, and

forty miles back from the fca.

An ancient manuicript found in governour Hutchin-

fon*s collection of papers, and which it is probable led

him to confound Lygonia with Gorges' patent, men-

tions, that in the year 1630, Bryan Brincks, John Smith,

and others, v/ent into New England, and fettled them-

felves in Cafco Bav, near unto the fouth fide of the

river Sagadahock, and laid out feveral fums of money

there, made laws, and conftitutions, &c. for the gov-

erning faid province. In the year 1630, the colony of

New Plymouth was in the poflemon of the lands on

the fouth. fide of the Kenebeck, and the name of Smith

or Dye, was not known there, or at Cafco ; but there

has ever been people of the name of Smith and Dyer,

on the fouth fide of Saco River.

This appears to be an Englifli m^nufcnpt, from the

mode of exprelilon, " Brvan Brincks, John Smith, and

others, went into New England." This may probably

be the fame company which governour Winthrop men-

tions in his Journal, to have come in the year 1631, in

the veflel of fixty tons called the Plough, and Smith

and Dyer, might have tarried in the province, and the

others have come to Bofton. Tliere never was any

perfcn bv the name of Brincks, inhabiting v;ithin the

Diftrict.

'

The
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The feventh of April 1643, ^J^y Smith, and others,

the furvivors of Bryan Brincks, and others, granted the

province of Lygonia to Alexander Rigby, of the coun-

ty of Lanefler, Efq. in fee fimple, and delivered him

the patents and the deeds of conveyance.

Governour Winthrop gives us this account of Rig-

by's character. " One Mr. Rigby, a lawyer and a par-

liament man, wealthy and religious, had purchafed the

Plough Patent, lying at Sagadahock. and had given

commillion to one Mr. Cleaves, as his deputy to gov-

ern the people there.''

Cleaves came over, and landed at Boflon in the year

1643, and being apprehenfive that he fhould meet with

oppofition from the governour and council of Gorges,

applied to the general court of MaiTdchufetts for aid

and fupport. This he expected to fucceed in, becaufe

Rigby, his principal, was on the fide of the parliament,

againft the monarch Charles I. to whom Gorges was

devoted. He could not prevail on the general court

at that critical moment, to aid him, but the governour

wrote to the men in power, in his own name. Thus

the colonv took care not to offend the royal party by

taking a fide with the others, nor did they offend the

republicans by refufmg their aid to Rigby, who was

much refpecled. The letter of the governour did not

avail any thing in Cleaves' favour, for when he arrived

at Cafco, and proclaimed his commifTion as deputy gov-

ernour of the province of Lygor>ia, Richard Vines,"*

and the other gentlemen of Gorges' government, which

clearly, by its defcription, comprehended, the whole of

Lygonia, called a court at Saco, in oppofition to the

one
* This agent is called Umes, in Hubbard's hiilcry, but tliis mu/l

be an erroj of the Prefs=
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i one called at Cafco by Cleaves. The Province of Ly-

I

gonia had been granted by the council for the affairs

of New England, under the charter of James I. but

Charles had recalled his father's charters in the year

1635, and as Gorges exprefles it, in his fecond commif-

fion, iffued in the year 1 640, had taken all the govern-

ments into his royal dire6tion3 and had, in 16 39, granted

to Gorges the Province of Maine, which included Lygo-

nia. The parliament contended, that this was an un-

due exercife of the royal prerogative, and void in itfelf.

And the royal party contended in favour of the meaf-

ure, as good and legal, becaufe that king James was

deceived in his grant*

Upon this queflion, the people were divided, not

upon any principles of legal reafoning, but on ideas re-

fulting altogether from political confiderations, and the

affections of party. The republicans determined to

adhere to, and fupport Mr. Cleaves, and the royaliffs

were in fupport of Gorges. The party who fupported

Cleaves, knew that Maffachufetts was on their fide,

and therefore offered to fubmit the contefi: to the de-

cifion of that government for the prefent. Of this

offer one Tucker was made the bearer ; but when he

had arrived from Cafco to Saco, Yin-es and his party

threw him into prifon, but finally took bonds for his

i
appearance at Saco court, and for his good behaviour.

j

Cleaves had finally, only thirty perfons who fupported

1 him : with them he made application to the magi(i:rate&

of Maffachufetts, oiFcring his government as one of

the confociation of the united colonies^ and praying

to be affifted againil: Vines and his pahy. Vines' v/as

^

fteward of Gargcs' government, and probably, as

^ Thomas Gorges had then gone to England, was prefl-

W dent
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dent of maglfcrates ; but his government was not alio-

dated with the united colonies. Had the inagi^lrates

CI MafTachufetts, taken a part either way, they might

hsLVc drawn' the vengeance of the prevaiKng party up-

on them ; they therefore anfwered Cleaves, that they

could not, by the exifting confederation, receive fuch

as were in the church of England communion ; and

thus Rigby^s government was excluded, though he was

of the repiibhcan party in England.

Soon after this, Vines came to Bollon himfelf, to

make friends of the magiRrates there ;* but as they

had then conceived an idea of extending their patent

over the whole of the territory of the contending par-

lies, this furnifhed an additional reafan for th-eir pre-

ferving a neutrality.

The people of Kittery, York, and Wells, had noth-

ing to do with the controverfy, as they were clearly

v/ithout the Province of Lygonia. Cleaves had there-

fore, in Saco, Cape Forpoife, and Black Point, only a

party equal in number to that which fupported Vines.

There are records remaining, by which this contro*:

verfy can be accurately traced to its end ami conclu-;

{\qn : the fuccefs of the contending parties in England,,

gave a tone to thefe petty governments. When the

royal party prevailed, Gorges' province gained ilrength,-

and as the parliament obtained i^iecefs, Rigby's govern-

ment gained refpeetability.

There was a controverfy betv/een Gorges and Rig-

by, in, the year 1646, refpetling their provinces of Ly-

gonia and Maine, and upon a hearing before the earl

of Warwick, and the other ccmmdilioners, appoint-

ed by parliament, for fettling the atrAirs of foreign

plantations,

* Winthrop's Journil.
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plantations, who heard the parties and reported that,

*' the faid Rigby is the rightful owner and proprietor

of the inheritance, and fee fimple, of the faid tract or

Province of Lygonia, by virtue of the deeds and con-

veyances. Sec, whereby the planting, ruling, ordering,

and governing of the faid tra6t or Province of Lygo-
nia, is fettled, the fame being a territory^ or trad; of

land, containing forty miles in length, and forty miles iil

bread di, lying on the fouth well fide of the river Saga-^

ciabock, and adjoining unto the great ocean, or fea

called Mare del Norl ; and further the faid committee

do order all the inhabitants of the faid province, to

yield obedience to the faid conftitution, of the faid

province, and that upon refiftance of the inhabitants,

I the governour of Maifdchufetts province fhall alTiil the

: ofBcers appointed by the faid Alexander Rigby*"*

Cleaves himfelf was an equivocal charader, and a*^*

ed with great duplicity. He obtained a letter of agency

from Sir Ferdinando Gorges, acted as deputy gover-

nour to both, and fold lands under the title of each,

as appears from the regiflry of the deeds which he ex-

ecuted. In his deed to one Tuckerman, he calls Cafco

in the Province of New Sommerfett. There was an

early miftake in calling the Province of Maine Nev/

^
Sommerfett, which was the county, not the provincial

I
name of the territory*

Sir Ferdinando Gorges' intereft funk commenfurate-

i
ly with the fall of the royal prerogative, and Rigby 'g

': government increafed in pov/er proportionably to the

fall oT that of his rival. The claim of Mailachufetts,

was extended as far as Cape Porpoife, as early as the

year 1643 ; and the republican party in the Province of

W 2 Maine,
* Ancient BritiHi Manufcript.
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Maine, who were within that line, fupported the claim.

The colony of MaiTachufetts finally prevailed over the

whole territory, and quieted the proprietors and fettlcrs

in their titles under both the provinces, which were

fvvallcv/ed up by the extenfion of the charter. The Maf-

fachufetts gathered all the records of the judicial proceed-

ings ofboth provinces into oneplace,under the care of Ed-

ward Rufliworth, the recorder. From this circumftance,

there appears a mixture of records, under the Province

of Maine, and under that of Lygonia. Gorges and Rig-

by, died about the year 1650, and the government of

the latter continued after that of the former was dif-

folved. One of the lall a£i:s recorded in the tranfac-

tions of Lygonia, is the fuit of Robert Jordan, adminif-

trator of the eflate of John Winter, againil John Tre-

lavvney. In this fuit Jordan addreffed bis petition in the

year 1648, to a court holden at Saco, within and for

the Province of Lygonia, under the right honourable

Sir Alexander Rigby, prefident of the faid Province of

Lygonia ; and finally obtained judgment, and by. an

execution fequeflered the whole of the patent which

Rigby had made to Trelavv^ney ; that land v/as in Cafco,

Spurwink, and Cape EHzabeth, and is now a great part

of it holden under the extenfion of that execution.

Thefe, and a great number of other judicial proceed-

ings, the records of which remain entire, prove that

the Province of Maine, and the Province of Lygonia,

though the latter was within the bounds of the former,

were different provinces, owned by different proprie-

tors ; and that there was a long contention betvv^een the,

r^overnours, the jurifdidions, and proprietors.

After Rigby died, Cleaves proved very unfaithful to-

the intereft of an heir, who was not able to manage his

own



DISTRICT OF MAINE, 317

own coRcerni* Edward Rigby, the heir of Sir Alex-

ander, took no methods to maintain his government,

nor was there any thing done by him, or laid concern-

ing him, until the year 1652, at which time he addreH-

ed a letter to a number of gentlemen who lived within

the patent. The letter will exhibit the deplorable fitu-

ation of the expiring government of Lygonia, and

therefore it is inferted.

" To Mr. Henry Jocleing,, Mr. Robert Jordan, Mr.

Arthur Macworth, Mr. Thos. Williams, as alfo to Rob-

ert Booth, Morgan Howel, John Wadleigh, Jonas Bai-

ley, Thos. Morris, HughMofeer and to all others whom
thefe may concern thefe prefent in Lygonia.

Gentlemen, it having pleafed the great Difpofer of

all things to call out of this troublefome world my dear

father, and by this means to entitle me to the prefident-

fliip of the Province of Lygonia, and being made ac-

quainted by my father's late deputy prefident, of feveral

mifcarriages and illegal proceedings, which have been

acted and done within my province by your infligations

and advice, I have thought neceiTary at this time to ac-

quaint you, that I difrelifli your actions and fliall

not fit down with the wrongs and abufes offered to our

authority, without a particular and real fubmJilion ; and

to that end I do require and command both yourfelves

and the reft that were by commiffion from my father the

publick officers of the province, to defift acting any

thing virtute officii, yours and your commiffioners be-

ing determined by my father's death, until you hear

further from me, which I affure you, iliall be with all

poffible fpeed. Truly gentlemen, I am forry to hear

that notwithftanding my father's indulgence towards

moil of yourfelves, in particular, you lliould ftill a£l fo

W 3

'

direaiy
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directly againll Iiim and his interefl, as you do ; but I

once again affure you if upon the receipt of this, you do

not defift from your private and fecret combinations

and practices and joyn unanimoufly with me, my de-

puty and other officers, for the peace and quiet of the

province, I ihall take fuch courfe as fliail not only force

a, fubmiffion, but alfo a reparation for all your niifs

deeds. I ihall not at prefent, numerate or particular

your mifs deeds, and illegal proceedings, nor difpute

\vith you about them, only obferve this to you, that I

conceive all ads done, either by the deputy prelident,

the fix affiftants, the judges or any other officer whatfoev-

er which had commiffion from my father, fmce his death,

which was in Augufl 165c, are void by reafon their

commiffion ended with his death, I am not ignorant

of fome complaints formerly made to my father by

fome of yourfelves and others, and defire that you

will be confident, that I fliall flrive to do equal juflicc

in all things, according to my office and duty : and to

the end, that equal juitice may be done to all men, I

fliall, with all convenient fpeed, not only fend back

Mr, Cleeve, but a near kinfman of my ownc, with in-

flrudlions and commiffions to fuch as I fiiall conceive

fitting, not doubting but that upon the receipt hereof

you will defift from your former illegal proceedings and

joyn with fuch as 1 fnall commifTionate. The refl is

the refpects of him that is you real friend if yourfelves

be not your enemies. Edw. P.igby.*"

Soon after this letter was fentj Charles II. was re-

"^ored to the throne, and of confeqiience, the influence

of Sir Alexander Rigby*s hrir, was at an end. For

none of the families of the members of the old repub-

lican

^ York Coiintv Rccoid .;
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Ilcan party dared to appear before the thronej either

to demand juftice or to afk for favours. In the year

^710, there appeared one of Rigby's heirs, as a claim-

ant, but the land there was the property of Mafla-

i:hurettS3 by a purchafe from Gorges' heir, and the

claim was not attended to.

Thus ended the plough patent, or the Province of

Lygonia. When the plan was revived of making a

general government over twelve province:^, of which

the duke of York was viceroy, no notice is taken of

the Province of Lygonia ; and in the charter of Wil-

liam and Mary, in 1692, it was comprehended within

the Province of Maine, but not mentioned. Ufher, in

the year i^74, purchafed Gorges' province for MafTa-

chufetts, which led that government to confider die

claim of Rigby's heirs as a nulhty. One Tum.ey was;

appointed as agent for the heir, in 171 o, but he did

not effed: any thing ; all the interefl in the country

was combined acrainfl the title, which was, in the vear

1646, fo falemnly fettled and efbibli (lied by a coni-

mittee of parliament.

Whei? tliedecjfion w^s had, in ?vlarch, 1646, by th;?

^commiiiioner^ of parliament, on the controverfy be-

tween Gorges and Rigby, refpefting .their fevcral pro-

vinces, and that of Lygonia was edabhlhed. Gorges

had n Jibing left him, excepting Kittery, York, Ber-

wick, and Wells. Several of the council he had ap-

pointed, were within Rigby's governnvent, and were

obliged to profefs fealty and fubmiilion to that. The
cauie in which Gorges had engaged in Lngland vras ev-

idently fmking, and within two years after wav^ intirely

ruined. Sir Ferdinando was taken prifoner, and died

l^ffoiC the rcdoration ; and there was no reprcfentative

W 4 of
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of him, who would head the government, which he

had eftabUfhed in his province.

The people being left without a government in that

part of the country, which was on the weft fide of Ly-

gonia, again formed a civil combination for their de-

fence and fafety.

Edward Godfrey was chofen governour, Richard

|L,eaders5 Nicholas Shapleigh, Thomas Withere, ^nd

Edward Riilworth, afTiflantSj or cotmfellors. Rufh-

worth w^as fecretary or recorder. The governm^ent of

Lygonia was alfo lofmg its efficacy, and each inhabitant

made rules for his own conduct. There was a general
|

icourt held in Wells in 1646 ; which was under the

authority of Gorges, and thefe courts continued to be

held at York and Wells, until the death of Charles L
In the year 1649, the combination for an independent

government took place by an aflbciation of the inhabi-

tants of Pifcataqua, Gorgiana, and Wells. The gen-

eral court was held at Gorgiana in July, 1649. ^^^
name of Kittery had been given to Pifcataqua planta-

tion, in 1647 ? and York had been incorporated by

Sir Ferdinado Gorges, as a city, in the year 1642.

In the courts held under Gorges and Rigby in their

feveral governments, there was no partition of the ju-

dicial, and legiilative powers ; but the general courts

made laws, and tried cafes, and by their own member$

caiifed their fentences to be executed, The fame meth^

od prevailed, w^hen thefe governments had loft their

power, and the people had entered into affociations for

civil purpofes. The records are filled v/ith curious

cafes, and more curious lavvs, whimfically arranged in

the books. On the fame page perhaps, will be found,

a law for the encouragement of killing wolves, and an-

cth^r for the baptifm of children. Civil a6lior.s and

cfiminai
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criminal decided by the general court, and all done iit

a ililc and manner, which may ferve to excite ridicule,

but can have no tendency to infirucl the reader, or to

give valuable information to pofterity.

In the laPc combination, the Provinces of IMaine and

Lygonia were blended, but divided into two diflricts,

for judicial purpofes. The weft divifion extended as

far eaft as Arundle, which had been the weft fide of

Lygonia govemmxcnt.

The people, however, were divided and content

tious. Their lives and properties were rendered infer

cure, and they feverely felt the neceffity of a fteady

government. Many of them v/ere convinced, that they

never could obtain fo valuable a blefting without a

foreign controling power. The inhabitants had feen

fo many changes of government, and had found each

one fo i\'eak and contemptible, that they had loft all

reverence and refped for civil authority and for their

magiftrates. The Epjfcopalian party dreaded the ty-

ranny of Maflachufetts Puritanifm, and knew that the

colony claimed the country as far as Rigby's patent.

Jocelyn, Benython, and Vines, though they had
fubmitted to Rigby's government, ftiil wifiied to

keep feparate from Maifachufetts ; and having never

had a Sincere regard for Lygonia, but having fome of
them been in authority, under Edward Rigby, they

wifhed to get the province to thcmfelves, that they

might plunder it as they pleafed. Cleaves, who had re-

moved to Wells, procured a petition to the parliament,

h. 165 1, in which a part of the people in Kittery, Gor,
giana, and Wells, united for the parliament to acknowl-
ledge that part of the country as a feparate colony-

The petition was as follows^

" To
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" To the right honourable, the counfell of flare,

appointed by parHament. The humble remonflrance

and petition of the general court ailembled in and for

the Province of Mayne, in New England, 5 December,

1651. Whereas the parliament have declared, by an

aft of the 3d of October, 1650, that the iflands, and

other places in America, where any Englilh are plant-

ed, are, and ought to be fubjedt to, and dependent up-

on England, and hath ever fmce the planting thereof

been, and ought to be fubject to fuch laws, orders, and

regulations as are, and fliall be made by the parliament

of England, and forafmuch as we take ourfelves to

be members of that grand body, thinking it our great-

eft honour and fafety fo to be, freely, and willingly

fabjeding ourfelves unto the prefent government as it

is now eftablifhed without a king or houfe of lords, and

therefore we begg the benefit of the common fafety,

and protection of our nation and hurnbly crave leave

to prefent unto your honours our rcmonftrance and

petition as followeth. Humbly fiieweth, that whereas

divers of the inhabitants of this province., by virtue of

fundry patents and otherwife, have this twenty years

engaged our lives, eflates, snd indufiry here, and reg-

ulated under the power of Sir Ferdina?ido Gorges, who

had thefe parts s.lTigned him for a province ; now he

being dead., and his fon., by his great lolTe.s, here fuf.

tained,, hath taken no order for our regement, and the

moftof the commiffioners dead and departed the pro-

vince, we were forced and neceflitated to joyne ourfelves

together by way combination, to govern and rule acr-

izording to the laws of England. Our humble requcfl

jinto your honours, therefore, is to confirm our fait}

power and authority for our better regement, by pow^
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er frcui yourfclvcs, that you would be plcafed to de-

clare us members of the commonwealth of England,

jmd that we and our pofteritics may enjoy our immuni-

ties and priviledges as free born Englifnm.en, together

with the continuation of fuch other rights as we en-

joy as planters, as alfo equal fliare of your favours be-

ftowcd on the colonies in thefe parts—^Per me Ed.

Godfrey, Gov, in the behalf of the general court, vera

^opla.*''

There were a great numiber of the people uneafy at

this procedure, which was at firfl: a fecret tranfadion.

A general court was called on the alarm, and depofi-

tions, as appears by the records, were directed to be

taken, in order to prove, that Cleaves was the principal

in the bufinefs. The colony of MalTachufetts immedi^

ately claimed the jurifdiclicn, and had interefl enough

vith the parliament to prevent an interference. It

was well known, and no doubt ftrongly reprefented,

that this petition, however refpedfully it might be

worded, was originated by the adherents to the royal

caufe, and it was as well knov/n, that the government

of Maflachufetts was devoted, from principles of reli-

gion and politicks, to the parliament fide of the quef-

tion, and therefore, there was no attention paid to the

petition.

As foon as the people in the Province of Maine, had

been defeated in their attempt to gain the attention of

parliament, as a government, the colony of Maflachu.

fetts became determined to fubjugate the colony. This

they confidered as necelTary for divers reafons, fome

of which had, and ought to have had great weight an^

confideration : amongil which, was that of preventing

th<i

^ Records at York.
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the natives from learning the ufe of arms. There had

been great reafon to apprehend an attack of the Savages,

from the ilrfl fettlement of the country, and perhaps

nothing but their total ignorance of the ufe of thofe

engines of deilru£lion, and the dread of thofe novel

impiiments of death, (which they found in the hands

of their vifitors) prevented their making an early af-

fault on the people, whom they could not but confider

as intruding jdrangers. It was an objedl of the firfl

importance, to continue the Indians in the fame ftate

of ignorance in that refped ; but if there was no gov-

ernment, rule, or order, in the Provinces of Maine,

and Lygonia, the people there, and all ftrangers,

who fhould vifit the country for the purpofes of trade,

could furnifli the natives with the means of extirpating

the white people entirel}'.

To demand fubje^tion without pretence of right,

W'ould be quite inconfiflent with their profeffion, and

perhaps could not be juflified by the exigencies which

then exiiled ; but in the year 1652, a committee was

appointed to find the northern boundary of the patent

pf MaiTachufetts. The Indians faid, that the northerly

part of the outlet of Winnepfeogee Pond, was the

northerly part of the river Merrimack. The place or

point, three miles to the northward of that, was in the

latitude of forty three degrees, forty three minutes, and

twelve feconds, and an iiland in Cafco Bay, three miles

call of where Portland now is, was found to be in the

fam.e degrees, minutes, and feconds. This gave MaiTa-

chufetts the whole of New Hampfhire, the greater part

of Maine, and all Lygonia.

This point being thus eftabliflied, the general court

p.t Boflon, came into a refolution, to alTert their claim,

^nd
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and to demand the fubmiflion of the people ; but Rig-

by's patent of Lygonia appeared to be more refpeclable,

as well from the then late decifion of the committee

of parliament, as from the republican principles, and

popular influence of its late owner, and the court did

not, therefore, incline to attack both at once.

Godfrey, as governour, and Leader as affiflant, were

by the combined voice of the people in poflefTion of all

that remained of Gorges' government, and the weft of

Lygonia. This confifted of Kittery, which included

what is now the town of that name, and Berwick, of

York, then called Gorgiana, and of Wells. The town

of Kittery had been called Pifcataqua, until 1 647, when
the name was altered by Godfrey, Leader, and their

party.

There w^ere a great number of meiTages, propofals,

and conferences, on the fubjecl of a fubmiffion, but

all were rejected, and nothing decifive done until April

1652, and as it appears by fome memorandums, before

the line was afcertained on the fea coaft : though it is

probable that the fame w^as fettled by a furvey, prevr-

ous to the one had by Clark and others, but was not

accepted and recorded until a fecond cbfervation was
made.

The letter was recorded by Godfrey, in May, and

has relation to a former correfpondence on the buii-

nefs. The letter, inferted at full length, taken from

the records of the county of York, is as follows.

" A copy of a letter, fent by Edv/ard Rav/fon, fecre-

tary from the court of the Mailachufetts, in anfwer to a

letter fent by Ed. Godfrey, governour of the Province

of Mayn«, touching the MafTachufetts claim of the 8th

province. To the woriliipful, hh niuch refpecled friend

Edward
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Edward Godfrey, Efq. at Accomentlcus, tlicfe prefent*

Sir, our general court, having by one Richard Lead*

er, received a letter, dated the lail of May 1652^

finned by yourfelf in the name of the Province of

Isiayne and therein intimating your ill refentment of

our laying claim and title to the faid Province of

Mayne, without leave from the proprietors or from

thofe to v>'hom it belongs, which you fay, this court

intends to affect, by their patent, or line, or confent, or

all of them, ccc. In anfwer whereunto, with what elfc

in your letter expreffed, I am required by our general

court to return you this anfv/er, that w^hereas you are

pleafed to write that in April, 14th of his majelly's reign,

both our patents and divers others were then queflion*

ed at the councill table and quere made of the validi-

ty of any patent but this of the Maffachufetts, and that

many of our inhabitants and fome of our agents there^

flood mutte, but yourfeif anfwered the objections in

clearincr the fnip fhayed, as other things that conferned

the good of this country : we anfwer, firft, that our pa*

tent only, was then queftioned, and fued by a quo war-

ranto, and font for, yet it hath pleafed God,fo to order

in his good Providence towards us, that it proceeded

not to judgment, but the patent doth flill fland firm ac-

cording to the firO: grant under the great feal, and

fmce the mod honourable commonwealth of England*

hath owned us, our patent, and jurifdidion, whereas,

the grand patent of Plymouth, as we are informed is

called in, by a quo warranto, in the chief court in Weft-

miller, and then all other patents from and under them

arrcfled fall through, fubduing of lands, legal pof-

fefncn are ever to be allow^ed and confirmed, and if our

agents, and as vcu write fome cf our inhabitants, flood

mute.
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mute, \vc believe they thought it their wiftlom fo to do :

knowing that the then counfell, huJ not legal pow-

er to proceed againll: the patent, and therefore they

needed not, to fpcake in it : but whereas yourfelf was

pleaibd to anlwer objedions, we cannot but thankfully

acknowledge your kindnefs towards us ; and whereas

you writt that in our anfwer the 6th of September,

ditto, we were then well fatisfied to hold our ow ne ; we
fay we are io PdU, as appears by what hereafter foliow-

eth is expreiTed ; for whereas you feem to fet out the

limits of our patent, 3 miles northeafl of Merrimacke

or Mounmacke River, at the fide which then was

known, and the river is of another denomination up-

wards ; in anfwer whereunto, we fay that if you had

well perufed the words of our patent, and the true fenfe

of them, we believe you would change your mind : and

that no hne is intended to be flretched by us, beyond the

true intent of the patent granted to us, neither

is it in our thoughts to bereave you of any of your jufl

rights, immunities, or priviledges, which you fay, you

have fo dearly bought. Furthermore, whereas you

fay, if you were under our jurifdiclion, it hath been

but little charity that we fhoukl take fo little care of

your regement or religion, and therefore we mull ex-

cufe you if you be the more wary to preferve your

rights, &c. Our anfwer is, that it was fome years af-

ter we came hither before w^e knew the extent of our

line, the date and validity of other patents contained

therein or bordering thereupon, as now w^e do, and

therefore were flow to do any thing that mxight occa-

fion any clafhing therein, till all doubts in that refpcd

w'ere removed, as you cannot but obferve in our pro-

ceedings with thofe of Pifcataqua, fo in regard of your

fclvc^.
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felves, though we have been long fince fatisfied by

thofe whom we employed to run our northerly line,

that the place where you inhabit did fall within our

juiifdiclion : yet forafmuch, as the people fat down
and governed by virtue of a patent, and kept good

correfpondenccs with us and the people there, fo far as

we know, being well contented with government there

eilablifhed, for thefe and fome other reafons, we con-

tented ourfelves, Vvith a lefs formale challenge of our

right and profecuticn of the fame, yet were we not

wanting to afiifl our right, as occaiion was given
;

but underilanding of late, that you had refilled the

patent which is nov/ fubmitted to us in point of jurif-

diclion, and incrcached farther upon cur limits, and

that a confiderable part of the people there, are de-

fireous to come under our government, we judge it hy

timej now fully to claim our right ; and accordingly

to take order for the government of the inhabitants

there ; and therefore. Sir, I am required to fignifie un-

to you that our court doth hereby challenge, claim, and

demand our juft right with you and over your refpee-

tive jurifdiction, over your perfons and lands not ap-

propriated to any under the colour of pretended right,

by patent cr combination, hitherto you have exercifed
;

alTuring you and every inhabitant with you, that every

perfon amongfl: you fnail equally fliare in all a£ts of fa-

vour and juftice, which by virtue of government any

of ours do enjoy or may expecl : nor ihail any perfon

We hope, have any juft caufe to complain, but if fl:ill

notwithllanding what hath been and is clearly demon-

ilrated, you fnall not hearken unto us, nor com.ply in

fubmitting to us ; our court doth hereby proteu; againfl

any further of your actings, or proceedingv^, by virtue-

Of
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©f any pretended patent, or combination whatfoever
;

and though we are fully and clearly fatisfied that the

extent of our hne runs fo far from the northerly part

of Marremack, alias Monnomacke River, as takes in

not the land only, which you claim or pretend jurif-

didtion over, but much farther ;
yet for your fatisfac-

tion, if you defire it, we fhall be willing that our line

fhall again be llretched from 3 miles northward to th;^

northernmofl branch ofMerremackeRiver, by a (Irait line

from the Eaft to the Weft Sea ; according to the

words of our patent ; and this to be done by able art-

ids who (hall upon oath, make a true return thereof,

and fo you may be put out of doubt of the right of our

claim and intereft, and therefore we have for the pre^

fent, fent our truily and well beloved friends, Capt.l

William Hawthorne, Capt. John Leverit, and Mr.

Hen. Bartholonv^w, to impart our further minds ta

you, and to receive your anfwer or otherwife, fully to

make fuch accord with you, as may advance God's glo-

ry, promote the peace of us and yourfelves, which is

equally aimed at by. Sir, your loving friends, Edward
Rawfon, Secretary, By order of the general court.

A true copy taken out of the original, fent and fub-

fcribed by Mr. Rawfon.

Godfrey, and his party, were very far from fubmit-

ting upon the delivery of the aforegoing letter by

Rawfon ; but entered their proteft aeainii the claim,

propofed by the commiflioners from the gover:imcnt:

of MaiTachufetts, and appeared determined to fupport

their right to a government founded on the voluntary

afTociation of the people, until the parliament ihould

intcrpofe, and eflabliili one for them. The proteil on

the record is as follows.
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" An adddrefs having been prefented to us by, and

in behalf of the jurifdidion of Maffachufetts, that if

the inhabitants here, fhall not fubmit unto them, they

fliall freely and quietly poflefs and enjoy all their lands,

goods, chatells and that we fhail enjoy equal favours

in ads of government. Thefe propofals are not, in

our judgments meet, the time, places and perfons

confidered, we patiently bear them and fubmit to be

iudged by thofe whom we acknowledge to be our fu-

preme judges, againft exercife and jurifdiclion ; we

refolve and intend to go on, till lawful power com-

mand us to the contrary, as fubordinate and depending

upon the commonwealth of England, given this oth

July, 52, Edw. Godfrey. Gov. Rich. Leader, Nico.

Shapleigh, Thos. Withers, Edw\ Rifhworth."

Another anfwer to this w^as as follows.

" 9th July J 52. Whereas we, EJw. Godfrey, gov-

ernour, Mr. Richard Leader, Mr. Shapleigh, Thos.

Withers, and Edward Riflrworth, recorders, fworne

magircrales for this Province of Mayne, have received

a paper in the nature of a proteff, from Capt. William

Hawthorne, Capt. John Leveret, and Mr. Henry Bar-

tholomew, intimating to us, not to produce a commif-

fion one or other, to which we anfwer, that if either

they or their principals did or had fhewed us any com-

miffion, or power of command from the parliament of

Enc^land, or counfell of (late, we would readily have

riven them an account ; and for their words of decla-
o
ration to the inhabitants of the province in general and

all people, that cur power appears not, and that we

have no power of regement and that the tracl of land and

all this Province of Mayne is within the lymits of the

Mafiachuiitts ; yet the truth doth and fnall appear, that

v/herc
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where their bounds were fet up more than 20 years

paflTed, and both before and fmce, many patents grant-

ed for the peopulating and- propagating the land,

35,000, hath been fpent ; a lawful juriididion hath been

exercifed in this place, by fome of us acknowledged

and owned by you of the Mafiachufitts, approved and

juilihed in England, and now for thefe gentlemen to

come with a declaration monatory in the name only

is a very injurious proceeding."

Befides this, Godfrey fent an explicit anfwer to the

letter of Maflachufetts, which taken from the records

at York is as follov/s.

" Sir, I received a letter bearing date, 12 D. M 4,

52, figned by yourfelf, wherein we perceive you are

owned by the ftate of England ; under the covert of

whofe wings our fafety chiefly depends.. For your in-

formation of the grand patent of Plymouth, fued to a

quo warranto, it no way toucheth us. The full of oth-

er patents thereby, is but onely your conjedlure, fee-

ing that an a6t of parliament, Nov. 28, 48 doth feem

to evince the contrary : for our perufall of your pa-t

tent, and your Hne ; we apprehended the bounds

thereof were fet more than twenty years lad pafl, at the

fea fide and fo up into the country from fea to fea, 3
miles on this fide Merrimacke as ail other patents were

which are no lefs than tenn in number, that we per-

ceive by the extenfion of your unknown line ygu now
willingly labour to engrafpe : for fubduing and clear-

ing land a poifefTion is good (true) but what tra£l, im-

munities and priviledges we have is doubtful ; if we
part with them we may be fhortened of as well as fo

many years pafl, you did not procure any for fettling

m procuring patents ; for our limiting either a trefpaf*

X 2 upon
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upon you, or unadvifedly to gather a cracked title to

our improvements and pofleifions, I hope mufl be as in

your letter long fmce you counfelled us, left to thofe

whom it concernes to determine. If this 21 years you

have been contented we fiiould govern by virtue of a

patent with dillind acknowledgment of our lawful au-

thority and have kept good correfpondence with us,

t^re mufl marvel, how you fhould now be difcontented
;

of which we neither have nor (we hope) (hall give you

any jufl occation, for refilling any patent or en-

croaching upon your jurifdidion, for fubmitting any

patent to you, if you have right thereto it needed not

we utterly difowne. For a confiderable party of the

people we know of none (two perfons only excepted)

who e ill deportment, have been fuch as the hand of

juflice hath born witnefs againfl as well amongfl your-

felves, as us -, and were the number of fuch perfons

more confiderable , it were little honour for you to pro-

ceed upon fuch an account. For pretended jurifdic-

tion over our perfons and lands, not appropriated as

you fay ; they are appropriated to us and mufl not

fo eafily be parted with ; for fharing your favours to

us ; by your favours, gentlemen, we are loath to part

with our pretious liberties for unknown and uncertain

favours, for hearkening to fubmit to you and your pro-

tell againfl us for any farther proceedings either by

patent or combination. We refolve to exercife our

jufl jurifdi6lion till it fhall pleafe the parliament, the

common w^eale of England, otherwife to order un-

der whofe power and prote6lion we ate. For your

flreight line from the Eafl Sea, to the Wefl Sea, I mar-

veil you go from your bounds to the inland for artills

to meafure your extent if occation of neceffity require

we
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we fhall underfland a little geografy and gofmogrify.

For peace and equity we have ever aimed at and ftill

continued and will to the utmolt of our power, endeavor

the glory of God, the peace and good of the country in

general, remaining Province of Mayne^ Pifca. Riv-

er's mouth, your loving friend.

July 9, 52. Edw. Godfrey, governour^*

To this letter the commiffioners made the following

reply, they being then within the territory.

"In the townfhip of Kittery in the Province ofMayne

over againft the great harbour. Whereas we WiUiam

Hawthorne, John Leverett, and Henry Bartholomew,

appointed commilTioners as may appear by order fr-^m

the general court of the Maflachufetts, bearing date,

nth June, 1652, to repair and to treat with the gentle-

men of the eaftward, in the Province of Mayne, ac-

cording to which order and commiffion, we the above

named have repaired to and had fome conference with

Mr. Edward Godfrey, Richard Leader, Nicholas Shap-

leigh, Thomas Withere, and Edward Riil:iworth, who
declare themfelves to be perfons in prefent power for

the ordering and managing of whatfoever might

be of concernment to the people of the faid pro-

vince, though the faid perfons produced no comx-

milTion thereunto either one or other ; we therefore

the above named William Hawthorne, John Leverett,

and Henry Bartholomew, do hereby declare unto the

inhabitants of the Province of Mayne and to all people

whome thefe may concern, that there doth not appear

to us any power or right of power that the faid Edward

Godfrey, Richard Leader, Nicholas Shapleigh, Thom-
as Withers and Edward Rifhworth hath of regementin

the faid province, but that the faid Province of Mayne

and all the trad of land within the fame, doth lye with-

X 3 ia
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in the limits of the patcpxt of the Maifachufetts and

fb by grant and charter under the great feale of England

to be under the juriidiction thereof. Further v/e do de-

clare in the name and on the behalf of the jurifdidion

of the Maflachufetts, that all the inhabitants within the

faid province that Ihall fubmit thereunto, fliall freely

and quietly poflefs and enjoy all the lands, goods, and

chattels, appertaining to and poifefled by any or every of

them, and that the faid inhabitants and every of them

have right and fhall equally fliare in all ads of favour

and juflice, which by virtue of government, any one

the inhabitants within the faid jurifdidion do, or may
exped to enjoy, upon the premifes recited, we the faid

commifTioners of the general court of the Maifachufetts

do declare and protefl againil any perfon or perfons %
v/ithin the faid Province, his or their exercife of jurif-

didion over the inhabitants within the fame or any part

thereof, after the loth day of Odober, 1652, next en-

fuing the date hereof, without order from the general

court or counfell of the Maifachufetts. In wdtnefs

whereof, we have hereunto put our hands, this 9th day

D. July, 1652, William Kav/thorne, John Leverett,

Henry Bartholomew% July 14th, 52.*'

The people did not fubmit at that time, but defpair-

ing of having any thing done by the parhament, while

Maifachufetts oppofed them, feeing the abfolute necef-

fity of a civil government, and many of them being in

favour of the rehq-ious fentiments of Maifachufetts, a

majority of the inhabitants cf Kittery, fubmittedj the

November after, as appears by a record of the tranf-

adion, which is in thefe words.

" November



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 2>3S

"November 20, 1652. Whereas the town of Kittery

hath acknowledged themfelves fubjecl to the govern-

ment of the Maflachufetts, in New England, as by the

fubfcriptlon under their hands doth appear ; we the

comiiTioners, of the general court of the MafTachufetts,

for the fettHng of government amongft them, and the

refl within the bounds of their charter, northerly to

the full and jufl extent of our line, have thought meet,

and actually do grant, as folioweth, viz.

1. That the whole tracl of land beyond the river of

Pifchatay, northwardly, together with the Ifle or Ifles of

Sholes, within our faid bounds, is and fliall be hence-

forth, a county, or fhire, called by the name of York-

ihire.

2. That the people inhabiting there, fiiall enjoy pro-

tection, equal a£ts of favour and juftice, with the red

of the people inhabiting on the fouth fide of the river

of Pifchatay ; and within the Hberties of our whole ju-

rifdiction.

3. That Kittery fhail be and remain a townfhip, and

have and enjoy the priviledges of a town, as others of

this jurifdiction have and do enjoy.

4. That they lliall enjoy the fame bounds that are

clear betwixt town and town, as hath formerly been

granted when comifiioners of each bordering town

hath received and returned to our general court their

furvey.

5. That both each town and every inhabitant lliall

have and enjoy ail their juH proprieties, titles, and in-

terefis, in the houfes and lands which they do pofiefs,

whether by the grant of the town, or of the Indians,

or of the former general courts.

6. That

A 4
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6. That the town of Kittery, by their freemen fliall

fend one deputy yearly, to the court of eledion, and it

fhall be in their liberty to fend to each court two de-

puties, if they think good.

7. That all the prefent inhabitants of Kittery, fliall

be freemen of the countrie, and having taken the oath

of freemen, fhall have Hberty to give their votes for

the election of the governour. afliflants, and other

general officers of the countrie.

8. The county of York fhall have county courts

Y/ithln themfelves, in the moil comodious and fit places,

as authority fhall fee meet to appoint.

9. That every townfhip fliall have three men ap-

pointed by the county court, to end fmall caufes, as

others of the townfhips in this jurifdidion hath where

no mao;iftrate or comifTioner refideth.

I o. That the fhire may or fhall have three affociates

to affill: fuch comifTioner s as the prefent comiffioners or

the authority of the MaiTachufetts fliall fend, and fuch

niagillrate as fnali voluntarily come unto them from

time to time.

11. That the whole county of York, fhall not be

dravv-n unto any ordinary general trainings, out of their

own county, without their confent.

1 2. That the inhabitants of Kittery fr.all have alfo

the fame priviledges that Dover had upon their coming

under the government,

I \, That all fuch as have or fnall fubfcribe volun-

tarily as the reft have done before the ending of this

court fliall have the priviledge of indemnity for a6ls of

pov/er exercifed by the former gentlemen until the

l.toteft, and for and in refpecl of fuch criminal matters

a.^ are breaches of penal laws within the whole govern-

ment \
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ment ;
provided alfo, that each perfon within the county

hath Uberty to appeal in refpe^l of his cafe, provided always

that nothing in this our grant fhall extend to determine the

infringingof any perfons right, where pofTelTion is had, to

any land or inheritance whether by grant, by patent or

otherwife, but fuch titles fhall be left free tobe heard and

determined by due courfe of law. The comifhoners

do intend at their better leafure to wri^e alfo, their

grounds and proceedings to this conclufion. Provided

and it is hereby declared that nothing in this grant

fhall extend to reftiain anv civil adion or to review

former civil caufes, which review lliall be brought to

any of the courts within one year now enfuing.

14. And whereas there are certain debts and impolls

due to the inhabitants of Kittery and Agamenticus,

and fome debts which are due from them to particular

perfons for publick occafions. It is therefore ordered

and agreed, that Mr- Nicholas Shapleigh (hall have

powxr forthwith, to colleft fuch fum or fums of money

as are due to the forei^id inhabitants, and pay fuch

debts as are juftly due from them, and give an account

thereof within one month, to the comiiljoners that fnali

be then in prefent being : and if it fhall then appear

that there is not fufficient to difcharge the peoples en-

gagement it fhall be fupplied by way of rate according

to the former cuflom. Simion Bradflreet, Bryan Pen-

dleton, Thomas Wiggins, Samuel Simonds.*'

On the 2 2d of the fame month the inhabitants of

Gorglana came into a fimilar fubmilTion, and had their

privil edges preferved as follows.

" At a court holden at a place called Agamenticus or

Gorgiana 22d Nov. 1652, by the comilTioners of the

'general court of the MaHachufetts. The inhabitants

aforefaid,



338 THE HISTORY OF THE

afcrefaid, having jointly acknowledged tbemfelves fubr

jeds to the government of the Mall'achufetts in New
England, we the aforefaid comiiTioners have granted

unto the faid town.

1. All the liberties and priviledges above fpecined,

and granted unto the inhabitants of Kittery.

2. Further we do confent that the town now called

Agamenticus, ihall be henceforward called York.

,

3. That one court fhall be keept yearly in the faid

town, by Juch magiftrate or magiflrates, and other

comiffioners as the general court of the Maii'achufetts

ihali from time to time appoint, and lor the prefent, by

fuch comilhoners as iliall be authorized by the afore-

faid comiiTioners of the MalTachufetts, which court

fhall have the fame power for trial of caufes civil or

criminal, ai^^fmg in the county of York, as other coun-

ty courts have in the MaiTachufetts jurifdidion.

4. That fuch of the prefent inhabitants, as fliall

take the oath of freedom, fliall be thenceforth capable

of giving their votes for the choice of governour, aflif-

tant, and other general officers, and of being chofen to

anv of the aforefaid places of honour and truii.

5. It is further agreed, that the inhabitants of York

and Kittery fliali fet out their bounds betwixt them,

2nd the inhabitants of 'Weils and York ihall fet out

their bounds betwixt them., within one year next enfu-

in-'*-, otherv/ifeir fhall be done by com.raiiTioners appoint-

ed by the general court, and the head line of York

bounds into the county iliall be upon a ftreight line

by the fouth call: fide of a certain pond, about two

miles into the county beyond the northerly branch of

a certain m.arfh, now improved by fome of the inhab-

itants of York, and fo the divifion lines betwixt the

towns
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towns beforementioned, and if it To fall out, th'jt any

part of the niarflies now reputed to belong to ^'ork,

and improved by the inhabitanto thereof, fliall fi.il

within Kittery bounds, yet the propriety of the laid

marfh, fl^iall belong to the inhabitants of York, to

whom it is granted, and if any of the lands or marfr.-

es, now reputed to belong to Kittery, and improved by

any of the inhabitants thereof, fliall fall within the

bounds of York, yet the propriety of the faid land or

marfh, fliall belong to fuch of the inhabitants of York

or Kittery, to wliom it is granted. Symon Bradftreet,

Samuel Symcnds, Thomas Wiggine, Bryan Pendleton.

Recorded 15th February, 1652.

A true copy of an order made by thofe cornniliTion-

ers, which took in Portfmouth to the government of

the MafTachufetts, being on the fouth lide of the River

of Pifcataqua at the fame time they took them in. '" It

is ordered that the alTociates at Pifcataqua fhall have

power to trie any caufe under twenty pounds, though

no other be fent unto them."

Upon fubmiliion of the people in Kittery, and York,

a general court was held, and the following laws were

enabled.

" At a general court of election, held at Eoflon, the

1 8th of May, 1653. It is ordered by this court and

the authoritie thereof, for preventing of any fuch trade

as may bee of dangerous confequence to ourfelves, as

the ffrengthning of perfons in hoitilities, to our nation

or ourfelves, that from the publication hereof, all per-

fons in our jurifdiclion are prohibited from carrying

provifions, as corne, beefe, peafc, bread, or porke. Sec.

into any of the plantations of Dutch, or French, inhab-

iting in any of the parts of America ; and in cafe ^ny

fhall
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fiiall foe doe, they fhall pay trible the value fo traded,

upon legall convidion of which, and caution fhal be

given by all fhipps, or fmaller veflels that fhall tranfport

any provifions for trade, that they fhall not deliver di-

redly or indiredlly any of the before prohibited provi-

fions to any of the perfons or their ailignes before ex-

cepted. In purfuance whereof, if any perfon tranfport-

ing as before intended, fhall not give in caution to the

double valine to the clarke of the county conrts or to

the fecretary at Boflon, where they fayle from, to afuire

his fidehty to this order, hee or they fhall forfeit fuch

velTell and goods, one fourth part to the informer, and

the reft to the country.

Whereas by the providence of God, the number of

our plantacions are increafed, divers of which, efpeci^

ally ,in their beginning, are deftitute of perfons fitly

qualified to undertake the work of the miniltry, w^here-

by they are neceffitated to make ufe of fuch help as

they have to exercife, and preach publiquely amongffc

them, by occafion whereof perfons of bolder fpirits and

erronious principles may take advantage to vent their

errors to the infefton of their hearers, and the difluib-

ance of the peace of the country ; for the preventmg

whereof, it is ordered by the court, that no perion

fiiall undertake any conftant courfe of publique preach-

ing, or prophefying, within this jurifdidion, without

the approbation of the elders of the four next neigh-

bouring churches, or of the county court to which the

place belongs. And if any perfon fhall after publica-

tion of this order, continue fuch a pradice, the next

raagiftrate or magiilrates who fnal be informed thereof,

fiiall forbid fuch perfon, and who if he fhall not for-

beare he fhall binde him ever to the court of affiftants,

who
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who lliall proceed with fuch perfon according to the

meritt of the fad. The execution of this lawe is fuf-

pended till the next feflions.

There having been more than ordinary expences this

year, by reafon of the troubles, and other needful and

urgent occarions,fo that theannuall country levie will net

reach to fatisfacion of our engagements. It is there-

fore ordered by this court, that the treafurer fliall forth-

with ilTue out warrants to the conflables of the feverall

townes in the jurifdicion, requiring them to fignifie to

the felectmen of each towne, that at the tyme appoint-

ed for the yerely making of rates, each townes pro-

portion be as much more as hath been ufually in tyme
pafl both in regard of lands and eftates ; and do there-

fore order the feledmen to ad herein accordingly.

It is ordered by this court, that the commillioners at

Portfmouth, fhall have equal power for tryall of adions

within themfelves to the value of tenne pounds, as Kit-

tery and Yorke have, which fliall continue till the

court fhall take further order. And the county courts

of Dover and Portfmouth fhall annually be held upon the

lafl Tuefday in June, and the county of Yorkfhire, fhall

have their county courts, the Thurfday following.

The returne of the commiiTioners, who upon the

commilTion granted by the general court, bearing date

the 28th of October, 1652, viz. Mr. Simon Brad-

ilreet, Mr. Samuel Simonds, Capt. Thomas Wiggins,

and Mr. Bryan Pendleton, in obedience to their commii-
fion repaired to thofe partes, at their arrival at Kittery

they fummoned the inhabitants to appear before them.

To the inhabitants of Kittery. Whereas the gen-

erall court holden at Boflon, in the lafl m.onth, did ap-

point us whofe names are hereunder written, as by

their
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their commiiTion under the feale of the colonie of the

Mafuichufetts, as doth, or may appeare, by fummons to

afi'emble the inhabitants of this towne together in fome

place which we fhould judge mofl convenient, and to

declare uuto them, our juft right and intereft to, and

jurifdiclion over the tra^t of land where you inhabit,

requiring their fubmifTicn thereunto, affuring them they

fhall enjoy equall protection and priviledge with them-

felves. This is therefore to delire you, and in the

name of the government of the Maifachufetts to require

you and every of you to affernble together before us, at

the houfe of William Everett, betv/een feaven and eight

of the clocke in the morning, the i6th of this prefent

November, to the end aforefaid, and to fettle the gov-

ernment amongfl you, w^hich we hope will tend to the

glory of God, and to the peace and weifaire of the

w^hole. Dated the 15th November, 1652, and figned,

Simon Brad fireete, Thom.asWiggin,

Samuel Simonds, Brian Pendleton.

Att the time appointed, the inhabitants appeared, a

court was held. And w^hilft matters were in debate be-

tween the inhabitants and the commiffioners, a com-

plaint was made againft one John Burlly, for uttering

threatening words againfl the commiffioners and fuch

as would fubmit to the government of the MalTachu-

fetts. Michael Brance and Charles Frofl: w^ere witneiTes

againft the faid Burfly.

The faid Burily upon his examination, at length, in

open court did confefs the words, and upon his fubmif-

fion was difcharged.

After long agitation with the inhabitants about the

whole bufmefs in hand, they oaered to come under the

government of theMaflachufetts, provided that the ar-

ticles and conditions tendered bv themfelves, mic-ht be-

denied
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received as the ground thereof, which being wholly

denied by the commiiTioners, who told them they muft

firfl fubmitt to the government, and then they ftiould

be readie to afford them luch priviledges and immuni-

ties, as they Ihould thinke meete to grant ; whereupon^

at length they did fubmitt as follcweth.

Wee whofe names are under written doe acknowl-

edge ourfelves fubject to the government of the Mafla-

chufetts Bay, in New England.

Thomas Withers, John Green-e,

John Wincole, Hughbert Mattome,

William Chadbourne, Gowen Wiilfon,

Hugh Guninnfon,

Thomas Spencer,

Thomas Durflon,

Robert Mendam,
Richard Thomas,

James Emerie,

Chriftian Remich,

Nicholas Froft,

Charles Frcfr,

Humphry Chadbourne,

Abraham Cunley,

Richard Nafon,

Mary Baylie,

Daniell Paule,

John Diamond,

George Leader,

Jonathan Symonds,

William Palmer,

Jemima Shores,

John Hocrd,

Thomas Spinny,

Nathaniel Lord,

Jofeph Mile,

Nicholas Shapleigh,

Anthony Emerie,

Reynold Jenkins,

John White,

Thomas Jones,

Denis Downing,

John Andrews,

D?miel Davis,

Phillip Babb,

Antipas Manerricke,

William Everett.

Pwobert Weighm.outh,

The grant to Kittery, November 2cth 1652. Where-
as the towne of Kittery hath acknowledged themfelves

fubjecl to the government of the MaiTachufetts Bay,

in New England, as by their fubfcription under their

hands.
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hands, bearing date the i6th of this inflant it doth ap-

pear ; we the commiffioners of the general court of

the Maffachufetts, for the fettling of government a-

mongil them, and the reft within the bounds of their

charter, northerly to the full and jufl extent of their

line, have thought meete, and adually doe grant as

folioweth, viz.

1. That the whole trad of land beyond the river of

Pifcataqua northerly, together with the Ifle of Shoales,

within our faid bounds, is and fhall be henceforth, a

county or (hire, called by the name of Yorkfhire.

2. That the people inhabiting there, fhall enjoy pro-

tecion, equal ads of favour and juflice with the reft of

the people inhabiting on the fouth fide of the river Pif-

cataqua, within the limits of our whole jurifdidion.

3. That Kittery fhall be and remain a townfhip, and

have and enjoy the priviledges of a towne as others of

the jurifdicion have and do enjoy.

4. That they fhall enjoy the fame bounds that are

there betweene towne and towne, as hath been formerly

granted, when commiffioners of each bordering towne

hath viewed and returned to us or to the general court

their furvey.

5. That both each towne, and every inhabitant fliall

have and enjoy all their juft proprieties, titles and in-

terefts, in the houfes and lands which they doe polTeffe,

whether by the grant of the tovv^ne, or of the Indians,

or of the former general courts.

6. That the town of Kittery by their freemen, fhall

fend one deputie yerely to the court of elecicn, and

that it fhall be in their liberty, to fend to each court tv;o

deputies, if they thinke good.

7. That
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7. That all the prefent inhabitants of Kittery, fhall

be freemen of the countrie, and having taken the oath

of freemen, fhall have liberty to give their votes for

the eleclioa of the governour, alTiftants, and other

general officers of the countrie.

8. That this county of York fliall have county courts

within themfelves, in the mod comodious and fit places,

as authority fliall fee meet to appoint.

9. That every tov/nfhip fliall have three men ap-

pointed by the county court, to end fmall caufes, as

other townihips in this jurifdiclion hath, where no

magillrate or comifTioner refideth.

ID. That the fhire fhall or may have three affociates

to affiil fuch comiffioners as the prefent comiffioners or

the authority of the MafTachufetts fhall fend, and fuch

magiflrates as fliall voluntarily come unto them from

time to time.

1 1

.

That the inhabitants of the county of Yorkfliire,

fhall not be drawn to any ordinary general trainings,

out of their own county, without their confent.

12. That the inhabitants of Kittery fhall alfo have

the fame priviledges that Dover hath upon their coming

tender this government.

13. That all fuch as have or fliall fubfcribe volun-

tarily as the refl have done before the ending of this

court fhall have the priviledge ofindemnity for all ads of

power exercifed by the former gentlemen until the

protefl, and for and in refped of fuch criminal matters

as are breaches of penal laws within the v/hole govern-

ment. Provided that Abraham Cunley hath Hberty

to appeal in refped of his cafe, wherein he was fined

tciine pounds, Anno 1651.

14. Provided always, that nothing in this our grant

ftiall extend to determine the infringing of any perfon's

right to anv lands or inheritancewhether by grant,by pa-

y tent
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tent or otherwife, where pofieilion h had, but fuch titles

Ihail be left free tQ be heard and determined by due

courfe of law.

Providcdjand it is hereby declared,that nothing in this

grant fhall extend to reflrain any civil action or review

for former civil caufes, which review fhall be brought to

any of our courts within one year now enfuing.

And whereas there are certain debts and impoils

due to the inhabitants of Kiitery and Agamenticus,

and fome debts which are due from them to particular

perfons for publick occafions. It is therefore ordered

and agreed, that Mr- Nicholas Shapleigh Ihall have

power forthwith, to celled fuch fum or fums of money
as are due to the aforefaid inhabitants, and pay fuch

debts as are juftly due from them, and give an account

thereof within one month, to the comiiTioners that ihall

be then in prefent being : and if it fhall then appear

that there is not fufficient to difcharge the peoples en-

gagement it fliall be fupplied by way of rate according

to the former cuflom.

Simon Bradftreet, * Thomas \Viggin,

Samuel Simonds, Bryan Pendleton.

Whereas the generall court holden at Boflcn, in

Occober lafl^ graunted Mr, Nicholas Shapleigh, protec-

con for one yeare freely to come into the jurifdidion ot

the Mailachufetts, and to rcturne to his owne houfc

without moleuation. Wee the commiflioners appoint-

ed by the fciid court to fettle the civill government at

Kittcry, kc. upon the requeft of the faid Mr. Shapleigh,

have thought meete, and accordingly graunted that no

former judgment or e>;ccution formerly obtained by

any crcc^itcr in any court of the MaiTachufetts againlt

the fald Mr. Shapleigh Tnall be of force againfl: his per-

fon for one yere from the date of the faid protection,

j.otw:thn.andinGr the r>l;*ce of Iiis habitation is within thg

jurifdiclioa
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jurlfdlcllon of the Maflachufetts aforefaid
;

provided

neverthelcfs, that this priviledge and proteccon now
granted, fliall not barre or lett any pcrfon whatfoever,

from fueing or recovering by lawe, any debt due by bill

or bond or otherwife, from the f^iid Mr. Shapleigh, upon

a new accontj either in the county court of Yorke or

Kittery, or within the jurifdieion where any fuch cread-

itor may inhabit ; his perfon dill to be free from re-

ftraint for the term aforefaid. Given at Kittery under

our hands this 24th November, 1652.

20th November, 1652. Thomas Dourfon, and

Robert Mendam, were chofen and fworne conflables

for the towne of Kittery. Phillip Babb of Hogg Ifland,

was appointed and authorifed conftable for all the Hands

of Shoales, Starre Hand excepted.

Mr. Hugh Gunifon was licenced to keep an ordinary,

and to fell wine and flrcnge water, and for one yere he

is to pay but twenty fliillings the butt.

Whereas the generall court held at Boflon in Octo-

ber laft, hath appointed and authorized us v/hcfe names

are under written to fettle the civill government in this

place of Kittery, now in the county of Yorkfliire, as by

their commifTion under the feal of this collonie, dated

^Sth of the aforefaid October, doth or m.ay appear.

We therefore the faid commiuioners,Vvith the free and

full confent of the inhabitants of Kittery, have and

hereby doe conilitute and appoint the right truuy Mr»

Brian Pendleton, Mr. Thomas Withers, commifiioners,

and Mr. Hugh Gunifon as an affociatc, and invefied

them with full power and authorltie together with one

allidant of the government of the MalTachufetts, to

keepe yerely one county court at Kittery, and every one

of their commiirioners hereby have magillratticall pow^

er to heare and determine fmall caufes like as other

ui?giilrates that are afriftants have, whether they are of

Y 2 a civill
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a civill or criminnll nature ; alfo power is hereby given

to the faid commiiTioners and affociates aiTembling to-

gether betweene the county courts to heare and deter-

mine without a jury in the faid towne any caufe not ex-

ceeding tenne pounds ; any of the commiflioners

may grant fummons or attachments and executions if

need require. Any of the faid cornmifTioners here-

by have power to examine offenders, to committ to pri-

fon unlefs baile be given and taken. Alfo each of theij

cornmiiiioners have hereby power when they fhall judge

needful, to bind offenders to the peace and good behav-

iour. Alfo J each of thefe commifrioners hath hereby pow-

er to adminider oaths according to lawe. Alfo marriage

ihall be folcmnized by any of the commiflioners, accord-

ing to lawe. Alfo the county court (liall appoint a fhire

treafurer, towhom fines and matters of the like nature, arc

to beaccompted and paid for the ufe of the country. Alfo,

any of the faid commiflioners m^ay adminiflier the oath to

fuch of the prefent inhabitants as fliall defireto be made

free. Alfo tv;o of theis commiflioners may, till otherorder

be taken, graunt or receive lycences for ordinaries or fell--

incr wine, or ftron^e water. Alfo two of the faid com-

miflicners hereby have authority to impower mihtary

officers under the degree of a captain. Alfo pov/er is

hereby given to tv/o of the faid commiflioners, and they

are required to enjoyne the towne of Kittery to procure

the bookes of lawes and fuch aifoe as are not yet print-

ed and enacued fmce the laft booke cam.e forth in print*

And it is intended that both grand juries and juries for

triall fliall be fumoned for the county court out of York

and Kittery proportionably. Given under our hands at

Kittery, this twentieth day of November, 1652.

Simon Bradflreet, Thomas Wiggin,

Samuel Symonds, Brian Pendleton.

The
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The returne of the commiiTioners, who upon the

comniiflion granted by the general court bearing dats

aSih of Ocbober, 1652, viz. Mr. Simon Bradltreet,

Mr. Samuel Symonds, Capt. Thomas V/iggin, and Mr.

Brian Pendleton, in order to their communon, after

they had been at Kittery, repaired to Accomenticus

or Gorgiana, and fummoned the inhabitants thereof to

appeare before them.

Whereas the generall court holden at Boflon in the

lad: month, did appoint us whofe names are hereunder

ivritten, as by their commifTion under the feale of the

cbllonie of the Maflachufetts, doth or ma}^ appeare, bv

fummons to alTemble the inhabitants of this towne to-

gether in fome place which wee Hiould judge moft con-

venient
J
and to declare unto them our juil right and

intereftto and jurifdiccon ever the trad of land where

you inhabit, requiring their fubmiiiion thereunto, affur-

ing them they ihall enjoy equal proteccon and priviledge

with themfelvcs. This is therefore to defire you

in the name of the government of the MaQachufetts, to

require you and every of you to adeaible together be-

fore us at the houfe of Nicholas Davis, between feaven

and eight of the clocke on Mondgy next, in the fore-

noone, to the end aforefaid, and to fettle the govern-

ment amcngil you, v/hich we hope will tend to the

glory of God, and to the peace and welfaire of the

whole. Dated the 20th day of November, 1652.

Subfcribed,

And vras directed to Mr. Nicli- ] Simon Eradftreet,

olas Davis, and Mr. John Davis, Samuel Simonds,

who were required and author- 1 Tliomas V\'"iggin5

ized to warnc the inhaj;:itants a- Brian Pendleton,

bovcfaid.

y 3 Upon
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Upon the 22d of November 1652, the ccmmifTi'jii

-

crs held their court, and the inhabitants appeared, and

after fome tyme fpent in debatements and many quef- I

tions anfwered, and objeftions removed, with full and

joint confent, acknowledged themfelves fubjed to the

government of the JMaflachufetts in New England
;

only Mr. Godfrey did forbeare, untill the voate was

paft by the reft, and then immediately he did by word

and voate cxprefs his confent. Alfo the names of

thofe that tooke the oath of freemiCn were.

Francis Rayne,

Thomas Crockett,

John Alcocke,

William Dixfon,

Richard CodagoUi

George Parkerj

Andrew Everet,

Robert Knight,

William Rogers,

Samuel Alcocke,

Peter Wyer,

Philip Adams,

Mr. Edv/ard Godfrey,

». Lewis,

Robert Edge,

Phillip Hatch,

Jofeph Alcocke,

John Davis,

Nicholas Bond,

Edward Johnfon,

Hugh Gailc,

William Gomfey^

Richard Bank?,

Mary Tapp acks. only,

Edward Wentom,
George Beanton,

Mr. William Hilton,

William Moore,

Henry Donell,

Edward Stiet,

Rowland Younge,

John Parker,

Arthur Bragdon,

William EUingham,

John Tuifdaie, fenH

Thomas Curtoones,

Silvefter Stover,

Thomas Donnell,

Edward Rufworth,

John Harker,

Nicholas Davis,

Sampfon Angier,

Henry Norton,

Robert Hetherfe^

William Freathie,

John Davis,
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John Tuifdale, jun. Mr. John Gouge,

Mr. Abraham Preble, Mr. Thomas Wheelwright.

The commi il^. oners (fome after) granted unto them

feverall priviledges and hberties, lubicribcd under their

hands, the fame which they granted to the inhabitants

of Kittery, with thefe additions, viz.

Further, wee the commifiloneis aforefaid doc con-

fent and agree that the towne now called Accomenti-

cus fhall henceforth be called Yorke.

And that one court (liall be kept yerely in tlie towne by

fuch magiftrate or magiflratcs and other commiflioners, as

thegeneral court of the ManachufettSjfhall, from tymeto

tyme appoint, and for the prefent,by fuch commiflioners as

(hall be authorifed by theaforefaid commKTioners of the

Maifachufetts, which court fliall have the fame power

for trial of caufes, civill or criminal, arifmg in the coun-

ty of Yorke, as other county courts have, in the Mafia-

chufetts jurifdiccion.

4. That fuch of the prefent inhabitants as mall take

the oath of freedom, (hall be thenceforth capable of

giving their votes for the choice of governour, amfc*

ants, and other general ofHcers, and of being chofen to

any of the aforeiaid places of honour and truH.

5. It is agreed that the inhabitants of Yorke and

Kittery, fnall fet out their bounds, bctv.ixt them., and

the inhabitants of Wells and York, fliall fet out their

bounds within one vere nowe next enfueinc;, otherwife

it iliall be done by commifiioners appointed by the gen-

eral court, and the head line of Yorke bounds, into

the country fhall be in a flreight line by the foutheafl

fide of a certain pond, about two miles into the coun-

try, beyond the northerly branch of a certain marfne,

now improved by fome of the inhabitants of Yorke^

Y 4 and
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and fo to the divifion lines betwixt the townes before

mentioned. And if it fhall fo fall out, that any part

of the marlhes now reputed to belonge to Yorke and

improved by any of the inhabitants thereof, fiiall fall

within Kittery bounds, yett the faid proprietie of the

faid marfhe, iliall belonge to the inhabitants of Yorke^

to whome it is granted. And if any of the lands or

marfhes now reputed to belong to Kittery, and im-

proved by any of the inhabitants thereof, lliall fall with-

in the bounds of Yorke, yett the proprietie of the faid

lands or marili, ihall belong to fuch of the inhabitant*

of Yorke or Kittery, to whome it is granted.

Simon Bradftreet, Thomas Wiggin,

Samuell Simonds, Brian Pendleton.

Att the fame court, held at Yorke the 2 2d of No*

member, 1652,

Mr. Nicholas Davis was chofen and fwcrne conftable,

Mr. Edward Rifhworth was chofen recorder, and de«

fired to exercize the place of clarke of the writts,

Mr. Henry Norton, w^as chofen marfnall, there.

John Davis was licenced to keep an ordinary there.

Then was the commilTion granted to the gentlemen

of Yorke, as follovs'eth, viz, •

Whereas the general court holden at Boflon, in Oc^

tober laft, hath appointed and authorized us whofe

names are under written, to fettle the civill government

in this place, now called Yorke, in the county of

Yorkefhire, as by their commiflion under the feale of

this colonic, dated the 28th of the aforefaid October,

doth or may appeare ; wee therefore, the faid comanif-

ficners, v;ith the free and full confent of the inhabitants

of the faid lowne, have, and doe hereby conititute and

appoint the right trudy Mr. Edv^ard Godfrey, Mr,

Abraham Preble, Mr. Edward Johnfon, and Mr. Ed*

ward
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ifrard Riiliworth. commifTioners, inveued v/ith full pow^

cr and authoritie, together \i'ith one aiTiftant of thc

government of the MalTachufetts, to keep one county

court yearely at Yorke, and every of thcfe commifTion-

ers hereby have magidratticall power to hcare and de-

termine fmall caufes like as other maghlrates that ?rc

aififtants have, whether they are of a civill or criminall

nature. Alfo power is hereby given to any three of the

faid commifrioners afienibling together betw^ecne the

county courts, to heare and determine (without a jury)

in the faid towne, any caufe not exceeding tcnnc

pounds. Any of the commilTioncrs may graunt fum-

mons or attachments and executions if neede require ;

any of the faid com-miilioners hereby have powc^r to

examine offenders, to commit to prifon, unlefsbail be giv-

en and taken. Alfo each of theis com^m^ifFicners have here-

by power to adminiileroathes according to law. Alfo any

of the com.miiTioners have hereby pow^er when they fliaii

judge needful, to binde offenders to the peace or good be-

haviour. Alfo marriage fnall be folemnized by any of

the com.miiTioners, according to lav/. Ah"o a county

court fhall appoint a fnire treafurer, to whom fines and

matters of the like nature, are to be accompted and

paid for the ufe of the county. Alfo any of the fai4

ccm.miflioners piay minifter the oath to fuch of the

prefent inhabitants as Ihall be made free. Alfo two of

thefe commiflioners may, till other order be taken,

grant or renew licences for ordinaries cr felling wine

or flronge water. Alfo two of the faid commiflioners

hereby have authcritle to impower military ofilccrs un^

der the degree of a c^ptaine. Alfo power is hereby

given to tW'O of the faid ccmmiflioners, and they are

required to enjoyne the towne ofYorke to procure the

Jpookes ci lavves, and fuch alfo as are net yet printej
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and enaded fmce the iafl bockc came forth in print ;

and it is intended that both grand juries and juries for

triall Ilia 11 be fummoned for the county court out of

Yorke and Kittery, proportion ably. Given under our

hands, this 23d of November, 1652.

Symon Bradflreet, Thomas Wiggin,

Samuel Simonds, Brian Pendleton.

The court having viewed this retourne of the com-

millioners at Kittery, kc, do approve thereof, and or-

ders that due and harty thanks be rendered for their

paines and fervice *:herein.

This is a true copie of the feverail lawes made at the

fir ft feilions of the general court, with the retourne of

the ads of the commillioners, at Kittery, &c. taken out of

the court records."

The towns of York, and Kittery, being thus brought

into fubmilTion to MalTachufetts, the fame principles

which affeded their fubjugation claimed with e-

qual force, a fuperintendency over the towns farther

eail. Wells, Cape Porpoife, and Saco, had but little

comm.unication with the other towns abovementioned.

The roads were not made through the wiidernefs, nor

was the diilance from the one to the other well known.

Wells was without the Province of Lygonia, but the

idea entertained by Maflachufetts with refpect to the

extenfion of their patent, was equally oppofed to the

exiftence of that province, as to the voluntary alTociat-

ed governm.ents at Portfmouth, Dover and Gorgiana.

CommifTioners were therefore appointed in the year

1653, to reduce Wells, Cape Porpoife, and Saco, to

the fame obedience as had been confentcd to by York

find Kittery.

Goverpour
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Governour Bellingham, and others, were on the

conimifTion ; they repaired to Wells and opened their

court in form. Their report, with the confequent ju-

dicial proceeding, and the continuance of the arrange-

ment made by the commilTioners, are the only evidence-

of the tranfadion.

The court could not get any farther than Wells for

want of a road to travel in ; bcfides, as there was a

government at Saco, ellablilhed by the cornminioners

of the parliament only five years before, there might

have been fome hazard in going there with their

commifTion. A number of the people of Cape Por-

poife, and Saco, attended at Wells on the 5th of

July, 1653, and fubfcribed to a form, or cov-

enant of fubmifTion, drawn up by the commil-

fioners, and were admitted to the dignity of free-

men. But among the names of thofe who fubmitted

we do not find thofe of Vines, Bcnython, or any of

the advocates of Gorges or Rigby. This divifion of

interefl wore a threatening afpeci:, and it was a miatter

of great importance to form a balance for it. The
men who fubmitted, were generally thofe who had tak-

en lands by pcffeilion, and wilhcd an afTurance of the

fam.e from fome power who did not expe£l a very val-

uable confideration. The ccmmiiTioners quieted all

who fubmitted, in pcfiefTion of their lands, and gave

them the privlledge of freemen. They alfo granted

aids to the inhabitants for publick purpofes, and by

that means obtained a m.ajority in favour of the Maf-

fachufetts government.

The return of the commillioners is as concife a de*

fcription of the whole buf:ncir> as caii be given, and

it is therefore inferted at Isrsrc

'• At
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" At a general court called by the governour and

council, and held at Bofcon the 30th of Auguft, 1653.

The return of the commiflicners, who upon the

commiffion granted by the general court, bearing date

the yih of June, 1653, ^'^^' ^.ichard Bellingham, Efq.

deputy governour, Capt. Thomas Wiggins, Daniel

Dennifon, ferjeant major general, Edward Rawfon Sec-

retary, and Mr. Benjamin Pendleton, who in order to

their commifTion, repaired to Wells, and fent out fum-

mons to the inhabitants of WVils, Saco, and Cape Por-

pus, to appear before them the 4th of July, 1653.

At Wells, 4th of July, 1653, at Mr. Emerfon's houfe,

the commilTioners above mentioned, by virtue of their

commiiTion above mentioned, held and kept court there,

and caufed the inhabitants ef Wells, by name, particu-

larly to be called according to their fummons, and thofe

whofe names are hereunder written, made their appear-

ance and acknowledged themfelves fubjed to the gov-

ernment of MaiTachufetts, as witnefs their hands thia

4th July, 16si^
Jofeph Emerfon, Jofeph Ecv.les,

Ezekiel Knight, Jno. Thing,

Jno. Gooch, Jno. I. Barrett, fen.

After their fubJeQion, the comm.iiFioners judged it

meet to grant them to be freemen, and accordingly ad^

miniltered the oath of freemen to them. And for the

better effe^ling the ends of their commiffion they ap-

pointed Jonathan Thing to be conllable for one whole

vear, and gave him the con ft able' s oath accordingly.

And whilil the names of the inhabitants of Wells,

were calling over, William Wardell, one of the inhab-

itants there, coming by, v/as called to come in and an-

fv/er to his name, which he refufed and contemptuouily

turned
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turned his back on the court, for which contempt the

court granted out a warrant to the conftable to felch

the faid Wiiiiam Wardell before them to anfwcr his

contempt, and fo adjourned the court to Mr. Ezekiel

Knight's, to which place the conllable brought the faid

Wardell, the reft of the inhabitants of Wells accom*

panying him. The court demanding a rcafon of the

faid Wardell for his contemptuous behaviour, who ex-

cufed himfelf that his intent was not to contemn the

court, but rather to endeavour to get the reft of the in-

habitants of Welis, that had not appeared, to come in

and make their appearance. The court at the requeft

of the inhabitants, who promifed the faid Wardell

fhould be forthcoming the next day, difmiiTed the faid

Wardell, and adjourned the court till the next day at

eight of the clock, at which time the court met again,

and the inhabitants of Wells were called according to

their fummons, and appearing did fubjea themfelves as

followeth.

We whofe names are here underwritten, inhabitants

of Wells, do hereby freely acknowledge ourfelves fub-

jecl to the government of Maflkchufetts, as witnefs our

hands this 5th of July, 1653.

Francis Littlefield, jun. Thomas Littlefield,

Nicholas Cole, Henry Boads,

William Cole, Jno. Wadly,

William Wardell, Edmund Littlefield,

Samuel Auftin, Jno. Saunders,

William Romans, Jno. White,

Jno. Wakefield, Jno. Bufli,

Thomas Millot, Robert Wadly,

Auth. Littlefield, Francis Littlefield, fen.

Jno. Barrett, jun.

The
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The court at the requeft of the inhabitants, accepted

the fubmiilion of William War dell, and to thefe above-

mentioned alio, the commiiTioners granted they fliould

be freemen, and in open court gave them the freeman's

oath. And farther, whereas the town of Wells hath

acknovWedged themfelves fubjed to the government of

the Maflachufetts Bay in Nevv' England, as by their

fubfcriptions may appear ; we the commiflioners of the

general court of the Maiiachufetts, for the fettlement of'

government am.ongft them and the refl within the

bounds of their charter, northerly to the full and juft

extent cf their line, have thought meet, and do adu-

ally grant,

1. That Well-s fhall be a townfiiip by itfelfand always

fliall be a part of Yorkfhire, and fhall enjoy protection,

equal acls of favour and jufiice with the refl of the in-

habitants on the fouth fide of the river Pifcataqua,

within the limits of our jurifdidlion, and enjoy the priv-

iledges of a towne as others of the jurifdiO:ion have and

do enjoy, with all other liberties and priviledges to oth-

er inhabitants in our jurifdi6lion.

2. That every inhabitant fliall have and enjoy ail their

jufl proprieties, titles and intereft, in the houfes and

lands which they doe poiTefs, whether by grant of the

tov/n poifefTion, or of the former general court.

3. That all the prefent inhabitants of Weils fhall

be freemen of the country, and having taken the oath

of freemen, fnall have liberty to give their votes for the

cledlion of the governors, aflidants and other general of-

ficers of the county.

4. That the faid tovv'n of Wells fliall have three men

approved by the county court from year to year, to end

fmall caufcs ai other tov/nfhips in the juiifdidion hath

v/herc
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where no magiftrate is according to law ; and for this

prefent year Mr. Henry Boade, Mr. Thomas Wheel-

wright, and Mr. Ezekiel Knight, are appointed and

authorized commifTioners to end all fmall Caufes under

forty fliillings, according to law. And further, thefc

commiflioners or any two of them, are and fnall be

impowered and invelted with full powers and authoi:-

ties, as magiilrates to keep the peace, and in all civil

caufcs to grant attachment and executions, if need re-

quire. Any of the faid commiiTioners have power to

examine offenders, to commit to prifon, unlefs bail be

given according to law, and where thefe, or any of

thefe, they fhall judge needful, they fhall have powder to

bind offenders to the peace, on good behaviour. Alfo,

any of the commiiTioners have power to adminifter

oaths according to law, alfo, marriages fhall be folemn-

ized by any of the commiirioners according to law.

It is further hereby ordered and granted, that for this

prefent year Mr. Henry Boad, Mr. Thomas Wheel-

wright, Mr. Ezekiel Knight, John Wadley, and Jno.

Gooch, fhall be felectmen, to order the prudential af-

fiiirs of the town of Wells for this year.

Mr. Henry Boad, Mr. Thomas Wheelwright, and

Mr. Ezekiel Knight, took their refpedive oaths as

commiffioners or affociates ufed to do. Laflly, it is

granted that the inhabitants of Wells, fhall be from

time to time, exempted from all public rates, and that

they fhall always bear their own charges of the courts,

ariling from among themJelves. Mr. Jofeph Bowles,

was appointed Clerk of the writs to grant warrants, at-

tachments, kc,

Mr. Ezekiel Knight is appointed to be grand jury-

man for the town of Wells for one year, and took hi&

oath
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oath accordingly. The caufe between Morgan Howeliy

and J no. Baker, is continued and referred to be deter-

mined by the next county court in Yorkfhire. Jno,

Baker did acknowledge himfelf bound in twenty pounds

to Richard Ruflell, gent, treafurer of the MalTachu-

fetts jurifdiction, en this condition that he fhall appear

before the next county court in Yorkfhire, to anfwer

the faid a^lion or complaint againfl Morgan Howell.

Several articles were exhibited againfl John Baker for

abufive and approbrious fpeeches uttered by him againfl

the minifler and miniflry, and for upholding private

meetings and prophecying to the hindrance and difturb-

ance of publick affemblings, fome ofwhich being proved

againfl him, he tendered voluntarily to defifl from pro-

phecying publickly any more. The court proceeded

to cenfure him to be bound to his good behaviour, and

forbad him any more publickly to preach in this jurif-

diftion. John Baker did accordingly acknowledge

himfelf bound in twenty pounds to Mr.. Richard Ruffell,

treafurer of the MafTachufetts, on this condition, that

he will be of good behaviour between this and the next

county court, and make his appearance at the faid

court, if he be in this jurifdiftion.

That the commifTioners of the MafTachufetts, fof

fettling the government at Wells, Cape Porpus, and

Saco, being informed of feveral differences amongft

the inhabitants of Wells, which were principally oc-

cafioned, as was profeffed in the court, by thofe that

called themfelves of the church there, which differences

we W'cre very defu'ous to compofe, and therefore were

willing to be informed of the proceedings of thofe per-

fons, and the fuccefs of their church eflate. After we

had heard what both parties would fay, with the rela-

tion of Mr. Bead, Edmund Littlefield, and William

Warden,



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 361

Wardell, we were fully fatisfied that their church rela*

tion was dilblved, whereupon -we advifed them to de-^

fift from further diiiurbance of that place by afierting

their pretended church relation, and to apply themfelves

for the future to fome other courfe, which might con-

duce more to the peace and fettlement of the place,

Vv hich if they fhall neglect to do L*nd Ihall continue theii'

ungrounded aflertion of their church relation, we pro-

fefs ourfelves bound to bear witnefs againit them for

endangering the diiiurbance of the peace and welfare

of thofe people unto whom (wee have caufe to hope

through the blefling of God) cur endeavours for theii*

their good, will prove fuccefsful ; and do therefore

earneftly defire they m.ay not be rendered fruitlefs by

thofe efpecially who profefs themfelves before oth-

ers to be the children of peace. The court alfo pro-

ceeded to make this proteftation, which was by the

mar fhall publickly pubUfht.

Whereas we have declared the right of the MafTa-

chufetts government to the town of Well?, Cape Por-

pus and Saco, and the inhabitants thereof being fum-

moned, did appear before us at Wells on the 5th of

July 1653, and acknowledged themfelves fubjed: there-

unto, and took the oath of freemen and ndelitv to the

faid government, which by uf., their commiflioners,

have appointed and fettled a government over them.

We do therefore, hereby proteft againft all perfcns

whatfoever that fliall challenge jurifdidion or exercife

any a£i: of authority over them or over any other per-

fons to the northAvard, inhabiting within the Hmits of

our patents, which doth extend to the latitude of forty

three degrees, forty three minutes, feventy two fcconds,

cf northerly latitude, but what fhall be derived from us

the commiirjoners of tlie general court of the Mafu-
Z chufctt*.
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chufetts. Given under our hands at Wells in tht:

county of York, 6ih of July, 1653. Signed,

Richard Bellingham, Edv/ard Rawfon,

Thomas Wiggin, Benjamin Pendleton.

Daniel Dennifon,

It WdS ordered alfo, that the feie£tmen of the town

of Wells fhall, and z.re hereby impowered to appoint a

rceet perfon to keep an ordinary there, for the enter=

tainment of ftrangers.

John Saunders and Jonathan Thing, as ferjcants,

are appointed to exercife the foldiery there.

At a court held at Wells by the abovementioned

commifiion the 5th July, 1653.

Tlie inhLbitants of Saco being by name, particular-

ly called, made their appearance acccording to theii-

fuminons, and thofe whofe names are hereunder writ-

ten acknowledged themfelves fubjed to the govern^

ment of the Maflachufetts, as witnefs their hands this

5th of July, 1653.

Thomas Vv411iams, Thomas Rogers,

William Stradlock, Phillip Hinckfon,

Chriftopher Hobbs, Peter Hill,

Thomas Redding, Robert Booth,

Jno. Weft, Richard Cowman,
Thomas Hale, Ralph Triflream,

Richard Hitchcock, George Barlow,

James Gibbins, Henry Waddock.

The commiffioners judged it rneete to grant themt«

be freemen, and accordingly gave them the freemen's

oath which they took in open court. And whereas

the inhabitants of Saco have acknovvledgcd themfelves

fubjeft to the government of the Maffachufetts Bay in

New En;;land,as by their fubfcriptions may appear. We
the connnillioners of ike general court of the Malfachu-

fetts
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fctts for the fettling ofgovernment amongH: them and the

i-eft witliin the bounds of their charter northerly to the

full and juft extent of their line, have thought meet, and

do adually grant,

1. That Saco fhall be a townfhip by itielf and allvvays

ihall be a part of Yorkfhire, and Ihall enjoy protedion^

equal acls of favour and judice with the reft of the people

inhabiting on the fouth fide of the river of Pifcataqua, or

any other within the limits of our jurifdiftion, and enjoy

the priviledges of a tov/ne as others of the jurifdiclion

have and do enjoy, with all other liberties and priviledg-

es to other inhabitants in our jurifdiclion.

2. That every inhabitant fhall have and enjoy all their

juft proprieties, titles and intereft, in the houfes and

lands which they doe poflefs, whether by grant of the

town pofTefTion, or of the former general court.

3. That all the prefent inhabitants of Sacjo fhall

be freemen of the county, and having taken the oath

of freemen, fhall have hberty to give their votes for the

ele£lion of the governor, aUiltants and other general of-

ficers of the country.

4. That the faid town fhall have three men ap-

proved by the county court from year to year, to end

fmall caufes as other the townfhips in the jurifdidion have

where no magidrate is according to law ; and for the

prefent year Mr* Thomas Williams, Robert Booths

and John Weft, are appointed and authorized to

end all fmall caufes under forty fhilhngs, ac-

cording to law. And further, thefe commifTion-

ers or any two of them, are and fhall be impow-

ered and inverted with full power and authori-

ty, as a magiflrate to keep the peace, and in all civil

caufes to grant attachments and execution, if need re-

quire, Any cf the faid commifhoners have power w
Z 2 ex^amin^
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examine offenders, to commit to prifon, unlefs bail be

given according to law, and where thefe, or any of

thefe, they fiiall judge needful, they ihall have power to

bind ofFenders to the peace, on good behaviour. Alfo,

any of the commiffioners have power to adminifler

oaths according to law, alfo marriage fhall be foleiim*

ized by any of the commiffioners according to law.

It is further hereby ordered and granted, that for this

prefent year Mr. Thomas Williams, Robert Booth,

and Jno. Weil, fnall be the feledbmen to order the

prudential affairs of the town of Saco for this year, and

they took their refpedive oaths as commiffioners or af-

fociates ufed to do.

Laftly it is granted that the inhabitants of Saco fhall

be from time to tim.e exempted from all pubHck rates

and that they fhall always bear their own charges of

the courts, and arifmg from amongft themfelves.

Ralph Trentrum was appointed conftable there, and

took his oath. W^iUiam Stradlock was appointed

clerk of the writs there^ and alfo grand jury man for

this year, and took his oath.

Richard Hitchcock, was appointed and authorized

as a ferjeant to exercife the foldiery at Saco.

The commiffioners being informed that John Smith,

of Saco is neceffarily detained from coming to yield

fubjcction to the government, and that it is his denre

to fubjed himfelf to the government, they do grant

that on his acknowledgement of fubje^lion to this gov-

ernment any two of the ccinmiffioners at Saco may,

;ind hereby have liberty to give him the oath of a free-

man. The Hkc liberty on the like terms is granted to

the commiffioners of Wells to adminiiler the like oath

to
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to Ivicliard B^ll, Richard Moore. John Ehon, Arthur

Wormliaii and Edward Clark.

The comiDiuioners being informed that Saco is def-

tituteofa good rriinilier, where k much dehred that

all due care be taken to attain the fame, rnd in the

mean time that their peace may be prefcrved, they do

declare and order that Robeit Booth fliail have liberty

to exerciie his gifts for the edihcaticn of the people

there. Several perfons complaining that George Barlow

is a ciiUirbance to the place. Ihe commiflicners at

their requcfl thought it meet to forbid the faid Barlow

any more publickly to preach or prophecy there under

the penalty of ten pounds for every offence. . /

It is ordered that the inhabitants of Wells, S?xo and

Cape Porpus, fnall make fufficient highways within

their towns from houfe to hcufe, and clear and fit for

foot and cart, before the next county court, under the

penalty of ten pounds for every town's defect in this

particular, and that they lay out a fufEcient highway

for horfe and foot between towns and towr^ within that

time.

At a court held at Wells, 5th July, 1653. ^^^ ^^-

habitants of Cape Porpus was called and made their

appearance according to their fuinmons and acknowl-

edged themfelves fubjeci: to the government ol the Maf-

fachufetts as folioweth.

We whcfe names are underwritten do acknowlege

ourfelves fubje£t to the government of MafTachufetts, as

witnefs cur hands,

Morgan Hov/ell, Stephen Batons,

Chriilopher Spurrell, Gregory Hofkeries,

Thomas Warner, Peter Tuebatt,

GrilTiu

Z3
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Griffin Montague, Jno. Cole,

Jno. Baker, Simon Teoft,

William Renolls, Andrew BuiTey.

To thefe above mentioned alfo the commilTionerg

granted they fliould be freemen, and in open court

gave them the freemen's oath. AncJ further, whereas

the town of Cape Porpus, have acknowledged them-

felves fubject to the government of the Maffachufetts

Bay in New England, as by their fupfcription may ap-

pear. Wee the commiflioners of the general court of

the Maffachufetts for the fettling of government among

them and the reft within the bounds of their charter,

northerly, to the full and juft extent of their line, have

^thought meet and do actually grant,

I. That Cape Porpus, ihall be a townfnip by itfelf

and always ftiall be a part of Yorkihire, and {hall en-

joy equal prote£l:ion, ads of favour and juftice, with

the reft of the people inhabiting on the fouth fide of

the river Fifcataqua or any other within the limits of

Dur jurifdidion, and enjoy the privileges of a town, as

others of the jurifdidion have and do enjoy w^ith all

other liberties and priviledges granted to other inhabi-

tants in our jurifdiQion.

2.. That every inhabitant fhall have and enjoy all their

juft proprieties, titles and intereft in the houfes and

lands which they do poffefs whither by grant of the

towns poffeffion or of the former general court.

3. Thzt all the prefent inhabitants of Cape Porpus

fhall be freemen of the country, and having taken the

oath of freemen, fiiall have liberty to give their votes for

the eledion of the governour, afjiftants and other gen-

eral officers of the country.

Morgan Howell of Cap2 Porpus, did acknowledge

fiimfelf bound in uRv pounds to the trcalurer of the

county
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county on this condition, that he will profecutc his :ic.

tion againil John Baker, at the next county court to be

held at York. Griflin Montague was cholen and fwcrn

conllable there.

Gregory Jeiferys was chofen a grand juryman there

for one year and took the oath accordingly.

Capt. Nicholas Shapleigh was chofen treafurcr for

the county of Yorkfliire, and is allowed.

Richard Bellingham, Daniel Dennifon,

deputy gover7iQur, Edward Rawfon.

The court having viewed this return by the com-

miiTioners that went to \VwllS5Sac0, and Cape Porpoife,

do approve thereof, provided that the county of York,

bear their proportion of charge equal to and with other

fettlers. And ordered that due and hearty thanks be

rendered to them by this court, for their pauis and ier-

vices therein, and fnali be willing and ready to make
them further fatisfaction in the grant of fome lands to

each of them, refpe6:ively, when any ihali be prefented.

The matter of religion "had a great effed on the minds

of the people : hence arofe the objection which is men-

tioned in the proceedings of the commiuioners, that

the inhabitants of Cape Porpoife could not fubmit con-

fiitently with the tenor and obligation of their church

government. The commiilioncrs in the plenitude of

their power, dillblved the church connexion, and thus

relieved the confciences of thcfejwho were labouring un.

der thofe fcruDies.

John Siniih was one of the grantees of the Plough

Patent, and did not perfonally fubmit ; but the com-
miilioncrs readily received his excufe of ill healih, audi

^ook his fubmilTion by proxy.

la

Z4
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In the year 1653, Edward Rifhworth was a member-^

of the general . court at Bodon, from York, and John

Wincall from Kittery ; he then Kved in that part of

Kittery which is now Berwick, at Salmon Fails. Thofe

towns continued from that time to the refloration to

fend repreientatives to Boflon.

It has been mentioned, that matters of private intereft

had weight with thofe inhabitants of Saco who fubmit-

ted to MalTachufetts. This obfervation is fupported by

the fa£t, as recorded on Saco records, that on the

twelfth of July i6535_the freemen of Saco met and ad-

mitted m.any others 10 that freedom, which they had

obtained from the commilTioners ; and divided the

meadows among them. Edward Rigby, in his letter of

1652, charges his agents there, with embezzeUing his

property. There was not much order eftabhfhed under

the regulation of 1653 • ^^^^T^ was a party IHll oppofed

10 MafTachufetts, the leaders of which were, Jolfylyn,

Jordon, and Benythcn.

This Benytbon was the fon of Richard, who firfl

came over to Saco. It is not certain when Richard

made his exit. His grave remains on the eafl fide of Saco

river, at a place called Rendezvous Point."^' He could

never be cordial to MafTachufetts, which had invaded,

:ind taken the Province of Maine fixm Gorges.

Of all the men Vvho werenamed by (Gorges as counfel-

lors, none of them have left any poflerity of the male

line in the territory, nor is the name of any one of

them, excepting that of Jocelyn, to be found in New
England.o

* The parties were warm and abudve in ihofe times, which occafionr

pd an Ulnatured infcription on the grave of the patentee.

" Here lies Benighton the fagamore of Saco

,

l[§. lived a rogue, and died a knave, and went to HockcmockQ^
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England. lie continued in the Province of Maine,

until Scarborough was deilroved bv the Indians, and

then went into the colony of Plymouth, where his pof-

terity remain.

Jordan fuccceded Trelawney, in his ri^ht in the

plough patent, as has been already mentioned. Hen-

ry Jocelyn removed to Scarborough as one of Gorges'

council. Thefe, together with John Benython, were

principals in the oppoiition to Maiiachuietis. In the^

year 1657, that government found it nccelTary to

take decifive meafures againfl them ; and therefore

caufed Joffylyn and Jotdon to be apprehended, and

bound to appear before the general court in BofLon.

Benython abfconded, fo that he could not be aopre-

hended, whereupon the general court ifiued an edi^l

of outlawry againft him, ^^hich yet remains on the {^en-«

cral court records, and from a copy of which, here giv-

en, we may judge of the determined refolution of the

government of MafTachufetts, to fupport its authority

in every part of the Province of Maine.
*' Colony of MaiTachufets Bay.'—At a general court

held 1658.—Whereas the town of Saco, within the line

of our pattent, in or near the bounds w^hereof John
Bonighton liveth, have generally fubmitted themfeives

and their lands to the government and jurifdidion of

the MafTachufetts : and whereas there are great and
frequent complaints made to this court, by feverai cred-

ible perfons, that the faid Bonighton, amending no
government, doth moleif both his neighbours, and
others that occafionally traffic or filh in thofe parts, and
by his outrageous carriages hath maim.cd feme, and
put others in danger of their hvcs, by his lavvlefs and
imperious adions, And whereas legal courfes have

been
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been takeny and much paticrce have been \fit(\ for his

reduce ment into feme tollerable demeanor, hitherto not

only in vam, but inftead of complyance, he hath fent

contemptuous and rayling returns to this government

or authority here. Whereupon , this court confider-

i:ig the premifes, doth declare the faid Bonighton a reb.

e^ or common enemy, and intend to proceed againll

him accordmgly
;
yet becaufe this court is very loth to

ufe extremities, if it may frand with jullice our peace

and honor \.q exercife fome further delay, therefore this

court doth hereby exprefs themuelves v;illing to give

the faid Bonighton timic till the firii day of AuguH
next, peaceably to render him.relf into the hands of

the governor, and fuch other of the m/agift rates as fiiall

then be in or near Bodon, that his cafe being duly and

feafonably confidered, there may be fuch an iiTue put

to the fame, as friall be meet j which clemency thus

tendered, if neglected or con tem.ned, it is refolved by

this court, to proceed againft hiiri as a rebel or comim.on

enemy, to the people of thefe parts of New England

and this government, in fpecial to the people inhabiting

near unto the place of his refidence. And further this

court doth impcwer any pcrfon that hath fubm.itted to

this government after the firfi: of Auguft, to apprehend

the faid Bonighton by force, and irring him, alive or

dead, to Boilon, declaring and proclaiming, that who-

foever ihall fo do, (hall have twenty pounds paid him

for his fcrvicc to the country, cut of the common trea-

fury, which may be levied, with other charges, upon

the T;iid Bonighton, his efiate.''

Jordan and Joiiyim appeared In 1657, before the

general court at Bofton, and had tlieir recognizance

difchargcd, Bcnython held cut until the next year,

>vheri
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tvhen he made his fubmilTiOn, and had the ptocefs, cr

edid: of outlawry againil him reverfed.

A court was holden at Falmouth in July 1658, by

Samuel Symonds, Thomas Wiggins, Nicholas Shap-

leigh, and Edward Riiliworth, who were (iiled, " the

commifTioners of the general court for fettling of the

civil government in the remote parts of our patent."

A proclam.ation of pardon was ifihed by the commif-

fioners for Benython, in the words following, as it (lards

recorded in the records of York countv.

" Whereas John Benighton for feverul offences mer-

tioncd in a proclamation of the laft general court, had

time aforded him for his yielding himfelf into the bands

of authority ; and to give fatisfaclion touching the fame,

i>therwife after the firft of September to (land in peril

of his life, as by the faid proclamation doth appear, and

whereas the court fent us their commillioners, whofe

names are hereunder written, invefted with power,

amongfl other things, to grant protedicn and imm.uni-

ties, and to fettle the government in York faire to tiie

utmoft extent of their line ; the faid Benighton did

perfonally appear before us, fetting in open court, and

after fom.e time fpent in fetting forth the evils of luch

mifcarriages, and provoking offences, as v/ere fet fortfi

in faid proclamation mentioned, he the faid Benightci:,

made his full and faticfying acknowledgement unUci?

his hand, and yielded, and fubfcribed his fubjcetion to

this government, whereby any man may now have his

legal courfe in any civil adicn againfl him. The peo-

ple of thefe parts, alfo having fully fubmitted themfclves

unto the government of the Maffachu'ctts ; wherefore

we thought it ncccflary forthwith, to make this matter

^nown throughout the country, that the dangers of the

Hie
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life of the faid John Benighton may be prevented^

w- iich if henceforth any Ihould attempt it, is contrary

to the intent of the general court, the end being ob-

tained which was intended, namely, his reducement
;

and we hereby declare his difcharge." Signed by the

commiiiioners.

1 hough the general court had eictended the jurifdic-

tion of the Maaachufetts government, as far as Fal.

mouth, yet the magiitrates were cautious of going fur-

ther at that time. In the year 1657, one EUzabeth

Way, commenced an adion againfl Ihomas Purchas,

who was an ancient fettler at Pegypfcctt, and he having

pleaded to the courts jurifdidion, the jury returned a

verdid in his favour. But the commiiiioners who held

4he courts being zealous in the execution of their com*

miiTion, refufed to record the verdicl 5 whereupon the

caufe, according: to the then exiitino: laws, was brought

before the s^eneral court at Bollon, to be decided there,

Ihe general court, upon a confideration of the matter,

faid they were not fatisfied that the plantation where

Purchas lived, was within the Mafiachufetts juiiidic-

tion ; but in 1671, they employed Mountjoy to -run a

new patent line, and carried it eafl of the mouth of

Sagadahock.

The country from Falmouth inclufively, to Pifcata-

qua River, was in a itate of obedience to the MaiTachu-

fetts, and there appeared to be iranquiiHty eilabhfhed

for ihrce or four years. At this period however, the

government had doubts of its property in the loil, and

therefore allowed individuals to purchafe of the natixes,

neatly all the lands in the Didricf.

There was, foon after, a violent cppofition to the

gcvcrnmenr, on an idea of reviving the provinces oi:

Gorges
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Gorges and Rigby. In 1663, the government regrant-

ed ail the lands in Falniojth : and in that year William -

Hilton of Arundle, was lined for tearing off the feal

of a warrant for eleding a deputy, in open contempt

of the authority. Francis Chapernoon, Nichblas Shap-

leigh, Richard liitchcocke, Tridram Stone, James

Gibbins, Nicholas Edgcomb, Edward Saunders, John

Smith, Thomas Rogers, John Sroughton, were punifli-

ed for oppofmg the government. Tricmas Wiggins was

fined for fwearing by God, that if a difh of fifli w-hich

he had in his hands, was poifon, he would give it to

the Bay magidrates. When he was brought Into court

he denied their authority, and laid -he was a marfhall

under Gorges ; but he was laid under bonds for his

good behaviour. The town of Scarborough, was fin-

ed for Ciiiobedience, and Robert Ford was lined for

faying that John C'otton was a liar and had gone to

hell. Francis Neal, and Francis Sm^all were punilhed

for contempt. That Francis Small, was in company

with Nicholas Shapieigh, and had purchafed large trails

of land of the Indians in the country, between the

Offipees, which is held under his purchafe at this day.

Gorges in felling his province to Mafia chufetts, re-

ferved to William Phillips, the land? which Phillips

had purchafed of the Indians. The deeds of Phillips

and Small were, in feme inllances, incompatible*

Small had been obnoxious to the government, and

when it was poifeffed of Gorges' right, Small becar/e

difcouraged and went away to Plymouth colony, and"

his title was dormant until 1770, when the claim, was

revived by his heirs, and fupported by proof of their

anceilors* poirefTion.*

When
* DepofiLicKs h trial at Yorl:, Smairs proprietors; i>. I<ibby,
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When John Benython died is not known ; he left

a daughter, who married Richard Foxwell, who in her

right became feized of Benython*s half of the patent

to Lewis and Benython, a part of which is now in the

poileffion of Thomas Cutts, Efq. of Peppereliborough,

her great grandfon.

When Charles II. was reftored to his kingdom, he

did not contend againft the extent of the charter, but

wifhed to eftablifh a royal government over the whole

country.

When his commifiioners arrived in New England,

the old claim under Gorges began to revive. In 1 66^^

Robert Carr, George Cartv/right, and Samuel Maver-

ick, the commifiioners from Charles, came into the

Province of Maine, and attempted to ere£l a govern*

ment. They appointed courts and commilTioned mag-

iftrates under the duke of York, and in the name of

the king. This kind of government continued until

the year 1668, when fome of the principal inhabitants

being greatly opprefTcd with the tyranny of the commif*

fioners, in their fupport of Gorges' claim, made appli-

cation to the general court of MafTachufetts, to take

the country again under its protedion, and jurifdidion.

The Indian deeds were by the commifTioners, confider-

ed as void, and all the divifions of lands on the rights

of freemen, as well as the grants under Lygonia, were

fet afidcj and the old idea of quit rents was brought

up arrin, and made the foundation of all freehold

edates.

The general court ifiued a proclamation profeffing

loyalty to the king, fupporting their charter rights, and

requiring the inhabitants of the county to yield obedx>

ence to the colony : and directed them alio, to chufe

officers?
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<^fHcer3 according to the reralatiorxS which had before

been edabliflied within the county. The prochir.iition,,

as on the records of the general court, is as follows.

" Wncreas this colony of the MaiTachufetts in ob-

fervance of the triift to them committed by his majef-

tv*s roval charter, with the full and free confcnt and

fubmiiiion of the inhabitants of the county of York,

for fundry years, did exercife government over the

people of that county, and whereas about three years

now pad, fome interruption hath been made to the

peace of that place, and order there ellablifiied, by the

impolition of fome who pretended to ferve his majef-

ty*s intcreil with unjufl afperfions, and reflections up

to this government here eftabhOied by his royal charter,

•have unwarrantably drawn the inhabitants of that coun-

ty to fubmilFion unto officers that have no royal warranty,

thereby infringing the liberty of our charter and de-

privi.ig the people now fettled of their juil priviledges,

the efted whereof doth now appear to be not only a

diiTervice to his majefty, but alfo the reducing a people

that were found under an orderly eftablifnment to a

confufed anarchy. The premifes being duly ccnfidered,

this court doth judge meet, as in duty they (land bound

to God and his majeitv, to declare their refolutioii

again to exert their power of jurirjictionover the in-

habitants of the faid county of York, and do hereby

accordingly in his majefly's name, require all and ev-

ery of the inhabitants there fettled to vield obedience

to the laws of this colony, as they have been orderly

publiilied, and to all fuch officers as {hall be there le-

gally e(labh:i:ed by authority of his majelly's royal

charter, and the order of our commiilioners, whom
tliis court hath noin:r.ated and impovvered to fettle all

affairs
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afFairs necelTary for the government of the people ther^,

and to keep a court this prefent fuminer the firfi: Tuefday

in July, at York town, as hath been formerly accufioin-

ed, and for that end, we have commanded our fecre-

tary to iflue out warrants to the inhabitants there in

their refpedive towns, to meet to chufe jurors, both

grand and petit, conflables and other officers for the

fervice of that county as the law requireth, the faid

warrant to be direded unto Nathaniel Mafterfon, who
is by the court appointed Marfhall of that court as

formerly, and by him the faid warrants are to be de-

livered to the feverai conftables to be accordingly ex-

ecuted, a due obfervance whereof, with an orderly re-

turn to be made to the court to be held as aforefaid, is

hereby required of all perfons refpe^lively concerned,

as they will anfwer the contrary at their peril.

By the court. Edward Rawson, Sec*y,

The commiflioners appointed were, major general

Leverett, Mr. Edward Tyng, captain Waldrcn, and

captain Pike. They made return to the general court,

who gave them thanks for their good fervices, allowed

and approved of what they had done, and ordered their

proceedings to be entered upon their records as follow-

cth.

Upon receipt of this court's commifTion, which is re-

corded in the lad feflion, we prefently appointed Peter

Wyer, clerk of the writs, and hearing Mafterfon, ap-

pointed by the court, was imprifoned, we appointed an-

other marfliall, by warrant under our hands, but the

former marfhall being fet at liberty, the other did not

ad. The court being by law to be kept in York, the

firfi; Tuefday of July, 1668, being the 7th day of the^

month, we repaired to York on Mondav theri::th dav,

Mr/
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Mr. Jocelin and feveral others (tiled juilices of the

peace, coming nigh to the ordinary wiiere we were be-

fore the door, after falutes pafl'cd, they told us they

dcfired to fpeak with us in the morning. To their de-

fires we compHed, and gave them a meeting, where wa
acquainted them we were ready to hear what they had

to fay, but not as fent to treat with them about what

we had to do by virtue of the general court's cornmif-

fion. They acquainted us that they had lately re-

ceived, in a pacquet from colonel Nichols, his letter to

the governour, and magiftrates of the Maflachufetts

colony, which they defired us to read, and firfb

their commiflion, the which we read, and having read

them, wc told them that thofe concerned the general

court and had been under their confideration, all by

the letter from colonel Nichols, and that they had fent

their declaration into the county, fo that we had noth-

ing to fay, only that we did not underftand that the

commilfioners had power to make any fuch tempora-

ry fettlement, his majefly having before him the cafe,

for that the Maifachufetts had in obedience fent their

reafons why they did not deliver up the government of

that country to Mr. Gorges, which was according to his

majeOiy's command. Then Mr. Jocelin told us there Vv^as

not above five or fix of a town for us ; to which we replied

we lliouid fee by the returns made to the court's warrants

and appearances, and further told them we mud attend

our commifiion, in profecution whereof we fliould at-

tend his majeity's and the country's fervice, not our

own, and if we met with oppofition, wc fhould advife

what to do. Many other things paffed, but with mu-
tual refpecl. They faid they mud attend their commif-

lion. We parted and repaired to the meeting houfe,

A a and
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and there opened the court by reading our commilTion

publickly and declaring to the people wherefore we
came, whereto there was great filence and attention.

Then by the marrnall we called for the town returns

to be brought in for the election of aflbciates, and re-

turns were made from five towns, the other two being

hindred (as they faid) by the juftiees, yet in one of

them, above half the electors fent in their votes ; whilft

the court was bufy in opening, forting, and tehing the

votes, the juilices came, and without doors, by fome

inltrument, made proclamation that all Ihould attend

to hear his majefty's commands, upon which orders

were given to the marfhall, and accordingly he made

proclamation, that if any had any from his majefly

they coming and fhewing it to the court, the court was

open and ready to hear the fam.e. Thereupon thefe

gentlemen came in and manifefled their defire that

what they had fhewn to us in private might be read in

court to the people ; to v/hom we replied, that the

court was in the midll: of their bufinefs, in opening

the returns of the countv, from the feveral towns of

election, and fofoon as that was over, and after dinner,

they ftiould have their defire granted y fo they left

us, and we proceeded to fee who were chofen alTociatcs,

had the returns of the jurymen and their names enter-

ed, both the grand jury and that of trials, alfo of the

conftabks, but did not fwear any one, but adjourned

the court and w'ent to dinner ; in which time w^e heard

that the gentlemen were going to the meeting houfe to

fit as an alTembly, they having before iflued out their

warrants for the towns to fend their deputies, v/hereup-

on v/e fent to fpeak with them after dinner. They

returned they, would not proceed any further till we
fpake
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fcake with them. We fent them word we did enfraore
i 00

it. They fent us word they woukl meet with us at the

meeting houfe, and prcrently after their marfhall and

Nathaniel Phillips, went up and down, and at all pub-

lic places pubUfhed a paper or writing, whom meeting

upon their return, it was demanded what, and upon

what authority, they had publilTicd to the people to

make a difturbance, they anfwered, they publilhed what

they had, in the king's name ; they were demanded to

fhevv their order or authority ; they anfwered, that was

for their fecurity ; fo refufmg to Hiew it, they were com-

mitted to the marfhall. Then we went to court, where

we found the houfe full and the gentlemen to have tak-

en up our feats, fo room being made, we went up to

them, and told them we expected other things than

that they would have put fuch an affront upon the court,

nor fliould motions hinder us from profecuting our

commilTion ; we could keep the court elfewhere. Some
of the people began to fpeak, but we commanded fi-

lence, and the officer was commanded by us to clear

the court, whereupon Mr. Jocelin fpake to fome nigh

him to depart ; fo they coming from their feat we came

to private difcourfe, and they infifled to have their

commiffion and the king's mandamus of 1666, to be

read ; we told them we v/ould perform what we had

promifed when the court w^as fet, fo we repaired to

our feat, and they being fet by us defired that their

commiffion might be read, which was done, and the

grounds of it exprefl!ed to be from the people's peti-

tioning, w^ho were told that they could bed give anfwcr

thereto, but faid nothing j then that part of the man-

damus of 1666, which they defired might be read, was

read. After which they defired that Col. Nichols' let-

A a 2 ter
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ter to the governour and magidrates of the MafiTachu-

fetts, might be read, but that not being of concernment

to them there, fave only for information of the juilices,

of what had pafTed from him to the governor and mag-

illrates to whom it was direcled, it was refufed ; fome

{hort account being publickly given, that which had

been read, for the matter, having been before under

the confideration of the general court, they had the

declaration of their intendments, in profecution where-

of we were commJflionated to keep court, and fettle

country, which work we had begun, and God willing,

would profecute, to perform the truft committed to us,

and have declared to the people that we were not infen-

fible how that at the time of the interruption of the

government, in the year 1665, by fuch of the gentle-

men of the kings commiflioners as were then upon the

place, they had manifefted their difpleafure by telling

the people that the MaiTachufetts were traitors, rebels,

and difobedient to his majefty, the reward whereof,

within one year, they faid, fhould be retributed, yet wer

told them, that through the good hand of God and

the king's favor the MaiTachufetts were an authority to

alfert their right of government there, by virtue of the

royal charter derived to them from his majefty's royal

predecelTors, and that v;e did not doubt but that the

Maflachufetts colony's actings for the forwarding his

majefly's fervice, would outfpeak others words, where

there was nothing but words for themfelves or againf:

us. Which done, the gentlemen left us, and we pro-

ceeded to the work of the court, to impannel the grand

jury, gave them their oaths and charge, and then the

aflbciates prefent we called to take their oaths, one of

them, viz. Mr. Roger Pkiflcd, exprefled publickly,

that
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that he was fent by the town he lived in, accordingly he

had applied himfelf to the major general more private-

ly, to know how we reaflumed the government, and

how they v/ere to fubmit to it, which he now mention-

ed in public that he miight render himfelf faithful to

them that fent him ; to which he v/as anfvvered in pub-

lick as he had been in private, that we reaffumed the

government by virtue of the charter, and that they

were to have the like previledges with ourfelves in the

other counties. We had alfo, from Scarborough, a

paper prefented, which we herewith prefent to the

court. Then having fworn the conftables prefent,

impannelled the jury for trials, fworn them, and com-

mitted what anions were entered and profecuted to

them, in which time the gentlemen fent to defire that

at our leifure time they might fpeak with us ; they

were fent for, and prelented us with a paper. After

we had received it, we attended to fettle the bufinefs of

the military officers, and trained bands, and commif-

fionated for York, job Alcock lieutenant, Arthur Brag-

don enf.gn, for Wells, John Littleheld lieutenant,

Francis Littlefield jun. enfign, for Scarborough An-

drew Augur lieutenant, for Falmouth George Inger-

feeld lieutenant, for Klttery Charles Froft captain,

Roger Plaifled lieutenant, John Gaffingfley enfign, for

Saco, Bryan Pendleton major, and he to fettle Black

Point. Mr. Knight of Wells, the morning before we
' cam.e away, being Thurfday the 9th of July, came and

took his oath in court, to ferve as an affociate. The
court made an order for a county court to be held the

15th of September, there at York, and for that end

continued the commillion to Capt. Waldron, Capt.

pike, and others, for the better flrengthening the au-

Aa 3 thority
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thority upon the place, as by their commiilion may ap-

pear. The alTociates that are now in place are, major

Pendleton, Mr. Frarxis Cotterell, Mr. Knight of Wells,

Mr. Raynes of York, Mr. Roger Plaiiled of Kittery.

Which is humbly fubmitted to the honourable general

court, as the return of your fervants,

John Leveret,

The 23d of October, 1668. Edward Tyng,

Richard Waldrcn."

John JolTylyn, a brother to Henry the counfellor,

under the government of Gorges, made a fecond

voyage to America in the year 1663 ; and tarried in

the country at Scarborough, then called Black Point,

where his brother's feat was. He gave a fhort account

of this revolution ; he wrote under great prejudices,

and does not deferve much credit as a hiftorian. He
calls the Province of Maine, the country of the Tro-

quoes ; and faid it had been called Laconia, or New
Somerfetfliire : that it belonged to the grandfon of Sir

Ferdinando Gorges ; and that, " Sir Ferdinando had

expended twenty thoufand pounds in planting feveral

parts of New England, and when between three or

four fcore years old, did perfbnally engage in our roy-

al mailer's fervice, and particularly at the fiege of Brif-

tovv ; and was plundered and iniprifoned feveral times,

by reafon whereof, he was difcountenanced by the pre-

tended commiilioners for foreign plantations, and his

province encroached upon by Mafiachufetts colony,

who afTumed the government thereof.'*

He fays that the king's commilTioners attempted to

reduce the MaiTachufetts to its proper bounds, and to

put Gorges in polTefiion again ; but that as foon as the

commilTioners had appointed judges, and other magif-

trates,
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trates, and had eflabliihed laws and ordinances for the

government of the province, they went to England,

whereupon the MalTachufetts government came with

an armed force of foot and horfe, expelled the judges

from their benches, and ufurped the government.

The force ufed by the government over the people

in Cafco, was in the year 1668, and by this the coun»

try was again reduced to a fubjedion to the Maflachu-

fetts jurifdiction ; and Richard Collicut was fent as

reprefentative from Falmouth to the general court in

Bofton in the year 1668, and in the year 1669. This

would no doubt have been a very ferious bufinefs, but

Gorges, the fucceflbr of Sir Ferdinando, was a man of

BO refolution, was exceedingly neceflitous, and became

quite difcouraged as to profecuting the project of a

province. Indeed it had become quite impradicable
;

for all the lands on the fea coafl had been taken up un-

der other titles ; and to have turned the people out

of pofTelTion, would have required great force, and

the effecting of it would have depopulated his territory.

Befides this, the tenor of the people's conduct, in New
England, gave convincing proof, that the project of

manors, quit rents, &c. could never be rendered fuc-

cefsful here ; and the ideas of riches from the difcovery

of the precious metals, and other fortuitous means,

were only delufory, and could not be depended on.

This was a favourable moment to put an end to all the

controverfy, by purchafmg his right in the country.

He carried his complaint before the king and council,

againll the ufurpation of MaiTachufetts ; but while the

matter was in difcuiTion, the agents for P»Iairachufetts

offered Gorges twelve hundred pounds Iterilng for his

province, which he accepted, and made a conveyance

Aa 4 to
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to Mr. Ufher. The king was difpleafed at the pur-»

chafe, and demanded an alTignment of the patent to him-

felf, that he might protedl: his fubjeds there, from the

fuppofed abufe, which they would fuffer from the col-

ony government,* and offered to pay the confideration

money which the agents had given. The agents

agreed to reftrict the colony patent to where it now is,

three miles north of the mouth of Merrimack River,

and to refign their claim to lands within Mafon's grant,

which is now the Province ofNew Hampfliire, into the

royal hands. That territory had been greatly under

the MaiTachufetts, from the year 1641. Thus the

great and long controverfy was amicably fettled by the

parties in intereft.

The Indian war which was commenced in the year

1675, rendered the Province of Maine of lefs confider-

ation than it had been before in the eftim.ation of its

new owners and lords proprietors. There was no

Idnd of government attempted upon it after the com-

mencement of the Indian wars, until the year 1679,

but the remains of the old government, faintly fuppcrt-

ed the rights cf the people, and defended their pro-

perty againft invaders. There was but little call for

the exercife of civil authority, while the Savages were

committing depredations on the inhabitants. Nor was

there any regular euabliihed civil authority, in any

part of the diftrid, bety/een the years 1675 ^^^^^ 1692.

The new lords of the foil feemed doubtful, whether

the territory could be governed by the laws of the

MaiTachufetts colony, as the claim of jurifdiccion had

been withdrawn from it. On the whole, they conclud?

ed to confider it as the province of a colony, and to

govern

* Kutchinfon.



DISTRICT OF MAINE. 385

govern it by a deputy governour, according to the civil

tenor of the grant originally made to Sir Ferdinanda

Gorges.

Thomas Danforth was appointed prefident of the

province in the year 1679. Mr. Danforth vas the Tea

of a clergyman in England ; he was born in the year

1622, lived at Cambricgejand as governour Hutchinfon

fays, had a great fhare in the conduct of pubHck mea-

fures ; he was an afiiilant in the year 16595 and lived

-until the year 1699. In the year 1681, he appeared as

a zealous defender of his country's chartered rights,

and was at the head of the oppofition againfl the unjuil

claims of the royal prerogatives upon the chartered col-

onies. Mr. Danforth left no male iflue, but had fev*

eral daughters. Mr. Foxcroft, now of Cambridge, dc-

fcended from him in the female line ; he had two
brothers, the one a clergyman of Roxbury, from whom
defcended the late judge Danforth, of Middlefex coun-

ty, and a phyfician of that name, now living in Boflon,

and well known for his learning and ufefulnefs. The
other brother was a minifler in Biilerica.

The tranfaclions under prefident Danforth, were not

very memorable ; he opened his court at York, and
granted feveral parcels of land, more efpecially about

Cafco. Where there were different o;rantces claimin'r

under Gorges and Rigby, he did what he could to

quiet the controverfy ; having a regard to priority of

poircfrion. He was a man of great integrity, and fair-

nefs of dealing, and no man could, in the feme cir-

cumftances, have acted with more prudence and wif-

dom than he did. The people did by no means reliih

the fubordinatlon in which they were attempted to be

placed by the fale of the Province of Maine, and many
of
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of them were inveterately oppofed to the Maffachufetts

as a government. Danforth came occafionally into

the Province of Maine, but refided at Cambridge, and

in 1 68 1 5 was oppcfed to Dudley as a candidate for gov-

ernour of Mafl'achufetts, and came within thirty votes

of a choice.*

The government of the Province of Maine was

further weakened, by an expectation that a general

government would be fent over by king James, and

the idea of Kirk's being appointee), deprefl'ed the

republicans exceedingly. This alarm had not fubfided

when Sir Edmund Androfs arrived in 1696, as gov-

ernour of New England. This at once put an end

to Danforth's government over the Province of Maine.

Sir Edmund Androfs took pofieffion of the fort at

Pemaquid, and claimed a right to govern as far eafl

as St. Croix : he raifed an army of eight hundred

men, and marched with them into the eaflern coun-

try in the winter feafon. They fuffered greatly, but

found no enemy. He erecled a fort on Pejepfcott

falls in Brunfwick, and placed a garrifon there, under

the command of Brockholt, who v^as one of his coun-

fel.

When Sir Edmund was arreiled, and fent home, and

the revolution of 1688 had taken place, the Province

of Maine feemed to be neglected by Maffachufetts,

with refpeft to matters of civil concernment ; the war

raged in every part of it, and the whole country, ex-

cepting Kittery, York, and Wells was deftroyed by the

Savages, or abandoned by the inhabitants. Thus fit-

uated, when a new arrangement was made in 1692,

the country could be confidered as only a burden to

the
* Hu::ch!nion.
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the colonvj or province, with which it fiioulJ be cor-

nered; but as the MalTachufettG had purchaled theibil,

they were content tu take the burden of protecting the

territory as far as the Province of Maine extended ;

and it was an obje<5l: to obtain a control over Acadie,

left fome chan<^e in government fliould again put it

in the power of the French crown. On thefe ideas,

MafTachufetts, as one cclcnv, extended from Rhode

Ifland and Connecticut to St. Croix, embraced the

diftrid as a part of its government, and has to this day

continued in that fituaticn.

But the charter of 1692, incorporated the Province

of Maine, and the lands between Nova Scotia and Sag-

adahock River, with the old colony of Mailachufetts
;

with the provificn already mentioned, that the gener-

al court fhould not grant any lands in Acacie, or eaft

of Kenebeck River, without the confent of the crown.

In the charter, there was a refervation of all the pine

trees of twentv four inches diameter, for the ufe of his

majefty, his heirs and fucceffors. On this refervation,

ads of parliament were made, prohibiting the cutting

of pine trees under very fevere penalties, recoverable

in the admiralty courts. The crown would not tiufi:

a jury to try caufes arifing or the fuppofed breaches

of thofe acls of parhament. Agents were appointed

to take care of the pine trees ; but as the country was

cleared, hres were kindled, which run into the foreUs,

and deftroyed the pine timber, wherever it camie.

Moreover, as the foreft trees were cut down, the tall

pines became unable^ when unfl.ielded by the lefxcr

woods againft the winds, to withftand the ilorms. The
agents generally, for their own emolument, gave li-

cenfe to cut fuch trees for other ufes, ac wculd not aii-

iwer
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fwer for navy mafls, and ferit deputies to mark the

treei which v.ere to be preferved ; this \vas managed

generally on the principles of bribery and corruption,

and while the agent and his deputies became rich,

great havock was made amongll the king's trees. The
governom"s of New Hamplhire w^ere the the laft agents

before the revolution. One John Bridges, who came

over with lord Beliamcnt, was the lirfl furveyor, and

had orders to furvey all the woods, but the people re-

fiilcd him. When the charter government of 1692,

began to exifl, the counsellors were nominated by

Mr. Mather the agent, and appointed by t^e king*,

Sylvanus Davis, who lived then at Sheepfcott, was ap-

pointed for Sagadahoc, but in the eleclion of the next

year was left out, and never after chofen. Alcot and

Donnell were counfellors from the Province of Maine,

afterwards, for feveral years. There was a war with

both the French and Indians, when this new govern-

ment commenced, and continued until the peace of

Ryfwick in 1698 ; when all the country, as far eall as

the river St. Croix, w^as ceded to the crown. A peace

was made the next year with the Indians ; but Villebon,

governowr of St. Johns, wrote governour Stoughton a

letter in 1 66S, which is found in a marginal note in gov-

ernour Hutchinfon's hiflcry5and on the council records,

claiming the lands as far as Kenebeck. " I am (fays he)

ordered by his majelly to maintain the bounds between

New. England and us, which are from the head of Ken-

ebeck River unto its mouth, leaving the courfe of the

river free unto both nations ; and 1 expect that you

will no longer confider the Indians inhabiting there as

your fubjeds." The French ere£led a church on Ken-

ebeck River, and continued their claim to the country.

They
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They were attacked and driven away by colonel Church

;

and the talking of Port Royal, in 171O5 and the peace

of Utrecht, in 1712, fettled the matter as to claim of

territory between the nations.

The king of PrufTia, in the third volume of his works,

Berlin edition, fayc, that this cefiion was made in 1712,

by the French crown, with an intention to detach

queen Ann from the powers in Europe,- then at war

with the French ; and without any intention, finally, to

yield the territory of Acadie to the Britifli crown. The

fubfequent condud of the French court was corref-

pondent to that idea.

In the year 171 8, the next conEid commenced re-

fpeding the territory. One captain Coram projeded

a fcheme for fettling Nova Scotia, and the territory

of Acadie, for the purpofe of raifmg hemp, making

pitch, &c. but he did not fucceed. By the charter of

1692, the crown could not grant the lands without the

confent of the province ; and the government gave

Dummer, the agent, orders not to make any conceliion

of the kind. In the year 1730, Ccram^ procured an

order to INIr. Phillips, governour of Nova Scotia, to

take poffeflion of the county between St. Croix and

Kenebeck River, and a party was fent to take pofiefTion

of Pemaquid. Colonel Dunbar came over and took

the commxand of the fort, and fet up a government

over that part of the country. The general court re-

quefled governour Belcher to defend the right of the

Province of MalTachufetts, againft the intrufion
;

whereupon he ilTued his proclamation, exhorting

the people to obedience, fidelity and fubjcction. Dun-

bar came to Boflon, and treated the governour with

illiberal reproaches j but the minds of the people were

fo
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fo much enraged agalnil him, that he could not pro-

ceed in his government, and was obliged to give it

over.

The proprietors under Eeauchamp and Leveret, of

what is now called the Waldo patent, became intereft-

ed in the controverfy, and appointed brigadier general

Waldo their agent. He went to England on the bufi-

nefs. Sir Biby Lake was likewife united with him,

and the proprietors under Eldiige and Aldfworth

lent their aid, becaufe their patent was involved in the

general danger.

The MaiTachufetts inftru£led its agent on the fubje<5l,

and fent an account of their a^ls of poirefTion, relying

much on the furvey in 1671, made by Mountjoy
;

which included St. Georges, Damaris Cove, Monhe-

gan, and part of Pemaquid. The agent had alfo thofe

extracts from the record of MaiTachufetts, which re-

lated to the acts of authority exercifed over that part of

the coimtry, prior to the charter of 1692. The mod
forcible of which are here inferted.

Bofion^ March Jth^ "^^JZ*

Prefent, John Leveret, govr. Samuel Simons, dept.

govr. Richard RulTell, Thomas Danforth, Edward

Tyng, and Thomas Clark, Efqrs. and appointed confta-

bles for Kennebeck, Cape Nawagen, Damaris Cove,

and Pemaquid.

March^ 1 70 1.

Capt. Sylvanus Davis, gives this account of the fev-

eral En^^lifh fettiements that he hath known to be for-

merly at, and to the eaftivv-ard of Kenebeck, or Sagada-

hock, along the fea coaft to Mlntinicus. Sundry

Englifn fiflnng places, feme 70, and fome 40 years

fmce.

At
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At SagaJakock many families, and 10 boats. Some-

times more.

-At Cape Nawagen many families, and 15 boats.

At Hypocris Ifland, 2 boats.

At Damaris Cove. 15. *]

At Holmes Ifland. j

At PemaquiJ. 5 }> fiihing vefTclls.

At New Harbour. 6

At Monhegan, near 20

At St. Gorges fifhers.

At Mintinicus Ifland. 20

Farmers Eajlward*

At and near Sagadahock, 20"]

ietlng,3i
I

loj

Eafl: fide ofSagadahock toMeryMe(

From Cape Nawagen to Pemaquid,

At Pemaquid,

At New Harbour,

At St. Georges, weft fide,Mr. Foxweil,^

At Saquid Point, 60 years agone, 5
On the eaft fide of Quifquamego, i

Philip Swaden, fifty years ago, befides fifli-

ermen 60 or 70 years. 84
Within Land'

Between Kenebeck and Georges River,

At Sheepfcot town, befides farms.

Between Sheepfcot and Damarifcotta River,

At Damarifcotta,

Between Damarifcotta, Mifconcus, and

Pem.aquid and Round Pond.

Farm-

ers.

\
St. Georges

84 Families.

}

12

50
ID

7 or 8

12

91 fam.

Many
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Many more had began to fettle, many taken lots

wiuh intent fpeedliy to fettle, but were difappointed by

the war.- Befides the great improvements, houfes, mills,

{lores, maulting, building fliips and veflels, the inhabi-

tants daily increafmg. Monhegan Illand was fold by

Mr. Jennings of Plimouth, to Alderman Aldwarth and

Mr. Gyles Elbridge, March Anno 1626, and improv-

ed ever fmce till the war, 1688. Pemaquid 12000 acres

bounded from the head of Damarifcotta River to th*

head of Mifconcus River, thence to the fea*, with all

iilands within three leagues. In the fame grant 100

acres to every pafienger, and 50 acres to every perfon

born there within feven years, amounts to about eighty

perfons. Grantedby the council ofPlimouth, to Alder-

man Aldworth, and faid Elbridge 1629, and poifeffion

given by their attorney, Capt. Walter Neal, of 12000

acres.

From Sagadahock to Pemaquid, is 6 T
From Pemaquid to St. Georges River, is 5 /- leagues.

From Pemaquid to Monhegan Iiland, 4 j
Leverets patent is from Mifconcus to Penobfcott

River, 10 leagues into the land.

A copy taken from commifTioners from the governor

and council, book No. 5.

Memo. That the aforementioned Sylvanus Davis,

w^as by the charter appointed hrll councellor for thofe

lands to the eaftward of Sagadahock, and vvas a dwell-

er at, and well acquainted with thofe parts.

The whole being referred to the board of trade, they

called the province agent before them, and a (tate of

the cafe was ordered to be drawn up, fetting forth the

province's claim ; how little expence the province had

been at in defending or improving tlie country, the

Gonauefi
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conquefl: made in 1696, by the French, and the recon-

quefi: in 1710 ; and the lords of trade referred thi-^

ilate, with the two following qxieries fubjoined, to the

confideration of the attorney and folicitor general, viz.

1. Whether the inhabitants of the Mairkchufctts

Bay, if they ever had any right to the government of

the traiS: of laml, lying between St. Croix and Kenc-

t)eek, hsve not, by their negleft, and even refufal to

defend and take care of. and improve the fame, forfeit-

ed their faid right to the government, and what rigl.'-t

ihey had under their charter, and now have to the landf

.

2. Whether by the faid trach being conquered by

the French, and afterwards reconquered by general

Nicholfon, in the late Queen's time, and yielded up by

France to Great Britain, by the treaty of Utrecht, that

jpid-Yt of the charter relating thereto, became vacated,

?.nd whether the government of that trad, and the

lands thereof, are not abfolutely revefbed in the crown,

and whether the crown has not thereby, fufficient pow-

er to appoint governors, ajid ailign lands to fuch fami-

lies as fhall be defirous to fettle there.

The attorney and folicitor general, heard council

on behalf of the crown, and on behalf of tUe proti

vince, and proprietors ; and on the i j th of Augulf^

1731, made report, viz.

That upon coi\fidering the faid cafe ^nd queiries,

and the evidence laid befor-e them, and what w^as al-

leged on all fides, it appeared to them, that the tradi of

land, lying between the rivers of Kenebeck and St.

Croix, was (among other things) granted by the faid

^'barter, to the inhabitants of Maffachufetts Bav, kc.

Alfo that the right of governmient granted to the faid

province, extended over -thii: tract of land.

^ b Tha:
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That it did not appear to them, that the inhabitar^t^

of the faid province, had been g^uilty of any fuch neg-

lect or refufal, to defend this part of the country, as

could create a forfeiture of their fubordinate right of

government over the fame ; or of the property in the

foil that was granted to them by the faid charter. It

being fworn by feveral affidavits, that a fort was eredl-

ed there, and for fome time defended at the charge of

the provijicc, &e.

And as to the queflion ilated in the cafe, upon the ef-^

fe6l of the conquefl of that trad of the country by the

French, and the reconqueft thereof by general Nichol-

fon, they conceive, that the faid trac\, not having been

yielded by the crown of England to France by any

treaty, the conquefl thereof by the French^ created

according to the law of nations, only a fufpenfion of

the property of the former owners, and not an extirv

guiihment : and that upon the reconquefl of it by gen-*

eral Nicholfon, all the ancient rights both of the pro-

vince, and private perfons^ fubjecls of the crown of

Great Britain, did revive and were TQiiorcdy Jure pn/l-

^imimiy for which reafons, they w^re of opinion, that

the faid charter fliH remained in foice, and that the

crown hath not power to appoint a particular govern*

our over this part of the province, or to ailign land to

perfons defirous to fettle there, Src.

This report was made in the year 1732, and fettled

the controverfv.

The whole diilrid remiained in one coimty until ths

year 1 76 1, by the name of the county of York. The

courts of common pleas were held at York, and Fal-

mouth, aijd the fuperiour court at York.

in the year abovementioned, an acl was pafTed

bounding the county of York on the ead of New
Ilampihire,
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Hampfhire, extending on the fea to the eaft corner of

what was then Biddeford, now Pepperrelborough, and

comprehending the town of Biddeford, and the planta-

tion of Narraganfett, number one, now Buxton, and

on the head of the town laft mentioned, to Saco Riv-

er, then up the river as far as a plantation then called

Pearfontown extends thereon, and running north two

degrees weft to the head of the province*

The above line from the eaft corner of Pepperrelbo-i

rough, gives the weft line of a new county then creat-

ed and called the county of Cumberland. The eaft fide

line of this county begins at Small Point and runs north-

wefterly upon Cafco Bay to New Meadows Riv-

er, then up the river to Stevens' Carrying Place, then

acrofs that carrying place to Merry Meeting Bay and

Androfcoggin river^ then up that river thirty miles,

and from thence north two degrees weft, to the utmoft

northern limits of the province^ including all the ifl-

ands in Cafco Bay. All the refidue of the diftridl was

called the county of Lincoln. The inferior courts

were held at Falmouth, for Cumberland county, and at

Pownalborough, for Lincoln. The fuperiour court

was held at Falmouth fol* both counties^

Since the revolution, the county of Lincoln has

been divided into three counties ; one of which re-

1l?aing the former name, and the fupreme judicial court

fits in It, for that^ and the other two, which are called

Hancock and Waihington. Hancock is next to Lin-

coln, and is bounded weft by Lincoln county, and on
th^ eaft by the northcaft corner of GouldflDorough, and

^.^-tending north to the Highlands and to Canada linev

Waihington comprehends all the territory between

Hancock and the Province of New Brunfwick, and

Bb 2 ou-rht
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ought to be extended to the St. Croix, or \\'hat the nar-

tives called the Magacadava, but the Englifh have

crouded in on the ftates as far as the Cobfcook.

This extenfive country is fo large and populous, and

its fituation fo peculiar, that it cannot remain long a

part of the commonwealth of MalTachufetts ; but the

difficulty of fixing on a feat of government, and that

of travelling from one part to another of the extenfiv^

territory, and the reluctance which the inhabitants of

the weilern part, have to going further eaft on govern-

mental concerns, will for a while prevent a feparation

from the weflern part of the (late, and retard the com-

mencement of a nev/ government in the northern part

of United America. But whenever the people can

agree upon and procure a feparation, it will give an

energy to their public conduct, and a fpirit of enter-

prize to their private exertions, which can never be pro-

duced by any other means. Events of fuch magni-

tude, generally take place as foon as the nature of

things and a proper concurrence of circumflances ren-

der it fit and proper. While we lament the profpect

of lofmg a p2.rt of our civil fociety, and fuffer under

the difagreeable apprehenfions of being deprived iu

fome meafure of the advantage of our political ac-

quaintance with fo many good and valuable chara(5ters,

we rejoice in the anticipation of that elevated prof-

perity, and high degree of importance, to which the

Diftrict muft, from its peculiar advantages, be finally

raifed-

APPENDIX,
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Page 124.

fS'rafit of the Provhice ofMaine to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, April 3, 16395

CHARLES by the grace of God, king of England, Scotland, France

and Ireland,'defender of the faith, &c. To all to whome thefe pre-

fents Hiall come greeting. Whereas Sir Ferdinando Georges knight, hath

bin an humble fuitor unto us, to grante and confirms imto him and his

heirs a part and portion of the country of Afrierica, fiowe commonly
called or knowne by the name of New England in America, in thele

prefents hereafter defchbed, by the metes, i:nd bounds thereof, with di-

vers and fundry privilidges, and jurifdidions, for the welfare and good
of the ftate of thofe colonies that fhall be drawn thither, and for the bet-

ter government of the people that fhall inhabite within the limits and
precin(R:s thereof, which parte and portion of the faid country we have,

amongft other thinges, for us, our heirs and fuc'ceffbrs, taken itito our*

adlual and real pofTelTion, and in defaulte of fuch a6luall and real pofTeff-

ion, formerly taken, We do by thefe prefents, for us; our heirs a:nd fuc-

eeffors, take the fame into our adluall and real pofTeffion. Know yee,

therefore, that of our fpeciall grace, certaine knowledge, and mere mo-
fion, wee have giveft, graunted, and confirmed, and by thefe prefents,

for us, our heirs and fucceffors, doe givej grante and confirme unto the

faide Sir Ferdinando Georges,- his heirs and alTignes, all that parte, pur-

parte and portion of the main land of New England, aforefaid, begining

at the entrance of Palcataway Harbour, and foe to paffc up the fame in-

to the river Newichawocke, and through the fame inro the fartheft head
thereof, and from thence northweflwards till one hundred and twenty
oiles be finiflied, and from Pafcataway Harbour mouth aforefaid^ north-

eaflwardsj along the fea coallto Sagedebadocke, and up the river thereof

to Kenebecky River^ and through the fame to the hcade thereof, and unto
the land northweflwarde,- until one hundred andtwentie millesbe ended.,

being accounted from the mouth ofSagedebadocke, and from the period of
one hundred and twenty miles aforefaid, to crofTe over land to the hundred
c>nd twentie miles end, formerly reconed up into the land from Pafcataway

Harbour, through Newichawocke River, and alfo, the north halfe of the

files of ShoaJs, together with the llles of Capawock, and Nautican, nere

Capocod ; as alfo, all the iflands and illets,- lying within five leagues of
the maine. all along tlie faid coafts, between the faid rivers of Pifcataway

and Sagedebadocke,' with all the creeks, havens, cmd harbours thereunto

belonginge, and the revercion and revercions^ remainder and remainders^

of all and fingular, the faid lands, rivers, and preniifes ; all which, faid

Ociitc, purpartc or portion, of the faide maine lande, and all and e\erv,'

the premifes herein before named, wee doc, for us, our heirs and fuccefi-

»s, crtfate ar.d incoTporate into one province or county ; and we dgt

^3 b J nime^



3^1 APPENDIX,
name, ordayne and appoint, that the portion of the maine land and
.premiics aforefaid, (hall forever hereafter, be called and named the Proy-p

ince or Countie of Maine, and not by any other name or names whatfo-

ever ; with ail and fingular, the foyles and grounds thereof, as well drye

as covered with waters, and all waters, ports, havens, and creeks of the

fea, and inletts of the Province of Maine, and premifes, or to them or

any of them, belonging or adjacent, as alfo all wood?, trees, lakes, and
rivers, within the faid Province of Maine, and premifes or limits of the

fame, together with the fiiliings of what kindes foever,,as well pearles as-

flih, as whales, ftiirgeon?, or any other, either in the fca or ryvers, and
alfo, all royalties of haukeing, hunteinge, fowleing, warren, and chafes

within the faid Province of IvLiine, and premifTes aforefaide, deer of all

forts, and all other bealls and fowles of warren and chafe, and all other

bealls there, and alfoe, all mynes, and oare of gould, filvcr, precious

fcones, tinne, lead, copper, falphure, brimflone, or any other metal or

mineral matter whatfoever, within the faid province or premifes, or any
of them, opened or hidden, and all quarrice there, and all gould, pearle,

filver, pretious flones, and ambergreece, which fhali be found in the faid;

province and premifes, or any of them, and the lymits and coalls of the

fame, or any of them, or any parte of them, or any of them, and all

and lingular other profits, benefits and comodities, groweing, corrieing,

accrewing, or happeninge, or to be had, perceaved, or taken v/ithin the

faid province and premifes, limits and coafls of the fame, or any of

them ; and alfo, all patronadges and advowfons, free difpofitions and
4onacions, of all, and every fuch churches and chappeles, as fhall be

ihade and ereded within the faid province and premifes, or any of them,,

with full power, licence and authority, to build and ercd, or caufe to be

built and erc6ted, f>e many churches and chappelles there, as to the faid

Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heirs and aflignesj ihall feeme meete and
convenient, and to dedicate and confecrate the f^me, or caufe the fam^
to be dedicated and confecrated, according to the ecclefiaflicall lawes of

this our realme of England ; together with all and fingular, and as large

and ample rights, jurifdictions, priviledges, prerogatives, royallties, liber-

ties, imunties, fraunchiiics and hereditaments, as well by fea as by land,

within tbe faid province and premjfcs, and the precin<5ts and coafts of the

lame, or any ofthem, or within the feas belonging or adjacent to them, or a-

ny ofthem, as the bifhcp ofDurham, within the bidioprike or countie pala-

tine, ofDurefTme in our kingdome ofEngland, now hath,ufethor injoyetb,

^r of right ought to have, iife and injoy, within the faid pounty palatine, as

if the fame were herein perticularly mentioned and exprelTed. To have

and hould, pofTefTe and injoy the laid province and premifes, and every

of them, and all and lingular other the premilFes. before graunted or

mencioned and intended to be graunted, v/ith theire and every of theire

lights, members, and appurtenances, unto the faid Sir Ferdinando Geor-

ges, his heirs and ailigns^ and to the fole only ufe of the faid Sir Fcrdi-

tiando Georges, his heirs and affigns forever ; to be houiden of us, our

heirs and fuccelTors, as of the manner of Eafl Greenv/ich, in the countie

of Kent, by fealty only, in free and comon focagc, and not in Capite nor

in Knight's firvice, for all manner of fervices wliatfoever, yeelding and
paying therefor yearly, to us, our heirs and fuccclTors, one quarter of

wheat, and alfo yeelding and paying to us, our heirs and fucceilors, the

fifth part of the cieare yearly profit of our royall mines of R:ouid and

lilvci, that from tim: to ti::::, and at all tymcs hereafter, faiiTbe there
''

c^otten
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^ot'en and obteyncd, and the fifth pirteorHlI gould found upon tl\e Tea

Ihorc, or In rivers, or elfcwhcrc, \vithin the bounds and iimitts of the fiw.

pronncc and prcmifcs, and the fifth parte of the clearc yearly profit of

pearle filhings ; and wee doe, for <5s, our hcires and fucce/Tors, further

graunte unto rlie faid Sir Ferdin;md(> CJcorges, liis heirs and afligncs for

ever, all treadire, troves, goods and chattels, offel Ions, andoffellons thcm-
fclvcs, waives, crtraites, piratts goods, dcodons, fines, and amerciaments of

all the inhabitants, and others hapcninge, growing, or.iriling in thcfaidprc-

*incc and otiicr the premifes,oranv part thereof, or in any voiadge or paf-

fage to and from the famc,aswellforoffencescommittedagviiDftourfclvc2,

our heirs and faccefiors, or things concerning ourfelfes, our heirs and
fuccefibrs, or our profitt, as againli: others, or things concerning other.>

or the profit of others, and all and all manner of wracks of fhips or

merchandize, and all that which to v/racks belongith, by what means fo-

^vcr, hapcni«g within, or upon the liavcns, creeks, coafts, or flioarcs of
.the premixes, or any part tliereof. And we do, for us, our heires nnd
iuccelTors, ereate, ordaine and conO:itute the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges,
his heires aa4 ifHgnes, the true and abfolutc lords and proprctors of all,

and every, the aforefaid Province of Maine and prcmifes aforefaid, and
aJl and every, the limits and coails thereof,- faving always the f-iith and
allegeance, and the fupreame dominion due to us, our heirs and fuccefT-

ors ; and for the better government of fucli, our fubjefts and others, a'^

Ihali at any time hapcn to d^-zil or relidj within the faid province cr

prcmifes, or paiTe to or from tliC fame, our will and pieafure is that the
religion now profe{re<i in the church of England, and eccleHafticall gov-
^rnment now ufed in the fame, (hall be ever hereafter profefled, and with
CLs much convenient fpeed as may bee lettled and ellablifhed, in and
throughout the faid province and prerailles, and every of them ; and
wee doe, for us, our heirs and fiicceflbrs, ^ive and grante unto the fnidc

Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heirs and aiiignes, power and authoritie,

with the aflentofthegreaterparteofthe freeholders ofthe faid province and
prcmifes, for the time being,when there fhall be any to be called thereunto,

from time to time, when and as often as fhall be requilitc, to make and
ordeyne and publifh lav/cs, ordinances and conftitucions, reafonable and
not repugnant and contrary, but agreeable as nere as conveniently mav
bee, to the lawes of England, for the publique good of the faid province
and premiffcs, and of th: inhabitant.^ thereof, by impofing of penalties,

imprifonmcnt or other corrctSiions, or if the oii'ence fliall require bv tak-

ing away of life or nienujer, tlie faid lav/es and conflitutions, to extend
as well to fuch as flial be paiTing unfo, or returning from the faid prov-
ince or prcmifes, as unto the inhabitants, or refdents, of or within the
fame, and the fame to he put in execution by the faid Sir Ferdinando
Georges, his heirs or afligncs, or by his or their deputies, lifctenant«,

judges, officers or miniftcrs in that behalfe, lawfully authorifed ; and the
fame lawcs, ordin;inces and conftitucion?, cr any of them, to alter cliapgc

and revoke, or to make voide and to make nev/, not repugnant nor ccii-

trary, hut agreable as ncrc as may bee, to the Jaws of England, as the
faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and afTi^nes, together wiiii the
faid freehouiders, or the greater part of thei * for the time being, fliall

from time to time, thinke fit and convenient. And wee doe further by
thcfe prefents, for us, our heires and iuccefibrs, give and graunt unto the

fdid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires ?.v,d affivines, flili power and a..i-

thvriiie, and that it fhall and may be jav/full to and for h.i'-n, tivi faid Sir

^b 4 ' Ferdinando
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Ferdinando Georges, his heires and anienes, to erecl: courts of juftice, a*
v/cll cccleiiufticaii as civill and teniporalT whatfoever, and to appoint and
conflitate trom tyme, judges, juilices, majiftrates, officers, as well otthe
laid courts, and courts of juftice, as otherwife, as well by lea as by land,

for the hearing and determining or all manner of caufes whatfoever,

within and concerninq the province and premilTes, or any of them, or

the inhabity^nts and rehdents there, and pall'engers to and from the fame,
as well h\ land as by fea, and to order and appoint what matt^jrs and
thingcs liiaii be heard, d€uern:aned, done of ordfjred in any of the faid

courts^ or by any of the faid judges, majiftrates,. and ofhcersy with fuch-

power s-iad liich forms as it fhall fcem good to the faid Sir Ferdinando
Ccorc^es, his heires or affignes, and the faid j'-ud'ges, juflices, magiftrates,

and officers, and every or any of them^firom time to time< to difp4ace and
remove, when tlie faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires or alfignes,

ffiill thinke fitt, and to place others in their rooms and ilead ; and that'

the inhabitants and refidents within the faid province and ppemifcs,- and
paflcngers to and from the fame, may within fortie dayes after fentence

given in the flid courts, where appeales in like courtes within this king--

donie are admitted, appeale to the faid Sir Ferdinando, his beires or af-

fignes, or his or their general governour or chief deputie, of the faid

province or premifes, for the time being, to whom we doe, by thefe pref'

cnts, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, give full pov/er and authoritie t^

j^roceeeJ in fuch appeales, as in like cafes of appeal within this our realme

ef Engla-qd. And yffc doe further, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give

and graunte unto the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and aflignes,

full power and authoritie. to pardon, remit, and rekafe all offences and of^

iendors, v/ thin th€ faid province and premiiies, againft all, every, or any'

of tli€ laid law-s, ordinascesj and contlitccions, and to do. all, and Imgu-

Kir other things,. unto the execution of juilice appcrtaining^in any court?

of juilice, according to the forme and manner in fach courts to- %& ufed,

although in thefe our letters pattentSy there be no particular mention of

the fame : but v/e doe, neverthelefs, hereby (ignify our will and pleafure

to be, that the powers and authorities, hereby given unto the laid Sir Fer-

giinando Georges, his heires and allignes, for and concerning tlie govern-

ment, lx)th eccleijaftlcall and civill, within the £tid pro-vince and premifT-

C3, ffial be fubordinate ^ad fubjeiSt to the povvfer and reglement of the

lords imd oth'iv commilTioners here,, for foreign plantations,, for the tima

being ; but for all and whiutlbever doth, fhall, or may cost:crne the prop^

ertie of the iiiid- province, partes* and coallcs ©f the fame, or any ofthemy

or any o\?neriiiip in anv umd-^, tenements, or other Jiereditaments, good«

or chattels, or the nom(n;iting or appointing any officer^ or oitrcers, thti

iame ir. kk whollv to %he :SudSir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and al»-

Ij^nes, according to the lenor, intent, nndtrue meaning of thefe prefent?..

A-nd bccaufe Uich allembiics of freeholders, for making^ of lawes, cannot

alwayes belo luddeniv cahed, as there may bee occalion to require the

fame, we do dicrefoie, for us, our heires and fuccefors, give and graunte

unto the faid Sir ii^erdinando Georges, his heires ;md ailignes, full power

and authoricie, thiit he, the laid Sir Ferdinando Georges,, his heires and

afiignes, by him and thi -* elves, or by his or their deputies, magiftratcs-,

and cfhcers in that b-l"'-ifc belonging, and l;iv. fully ccnllituted, ffiall or

mav> fjom time to time, make and ordevne titt and wholefcmc ordinan-

ces, within the province or premil'cs aforeiaid, to be kept and cfiablifhed/

£* v?iJl Ibr dii Leevyi;-^ of pe;icc *ii ibr ihc bcucr govcr»a;ci:t of the peo-

t
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pit there rvbiJing, or pafling to and from tlij fame, aivj to pi.bUm tht

lame to all to whom it may appertaine or conccrne ; which ordinances

we do, for us, our hcircs and iucccirors, ilraighdy commdnde to be iri-

violablvobfcrved, within the laid province and prcmifTcs, under the pen-

alties thcrin exprefied, ibe as the lame ordinances be reaibnable and not-

repugnant or contrary, but as near as may be «i^reeab!e to the huves and

Itatutcs of our kingdomc of England, and loe as the fame ordinances

tioe not extend to the binding, chardging, or talccing a^ivay of the right

or intereft of any perlbn or perfons in their lives, members, freeholds,

poods or chattelis whatfoever. And bccaufc in a country fo farre diilanr,

and fcatcd anumgft fo many barbarous nations, the intrufions or invaflons,

as well of the barbarous j)eople, as of pirates and other enemies may be

juftly feared. We doe therefore, for us, our hcires and fucccfibrs, give

and grant unto the laid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and alTignes,

full power and authoritie, that he, the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, liis

heirs and affigns, as well by him and themfelves, as by his and their de-

puties, captaines or other oificers, for the time being, fliall or lav/fally

n):(y muiier, leavy, rayfe, arme, and imploy all perlbn and perions

whatfoever, inhabiting and reliding within the laid province or premiles,

f )r the refilling or withftanding of fuch enemies or pirates, both at land

and at lea, and fuch enemies and pirates^ if occation ihall require, to pur-

lue and profecute, out of the limits of the faid province or prcmifes ;

and them, if it fnall foe pleafe God, to vanquilh, apprehend, and takcy

and being taken, either according to the law of armes to kill, or keep
and preferve them at thcire pleafures ; and likewife by force of armes to

recover from any perlbn or perlbns, all fuch territories, dominions, plac-

es, goods, chatteils and wares, which hereafter Ihall be taken from the

faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heirs or aflignes, of from his and theirs

deputies, officers or larvents, or from any, the planters, inhabitants or

relidents within the faid province or prcmiire? , or from any other mem-
bers, aiders or allillers of the laid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires or

allignes, oi from any other, tiie fubjefe of us, our heires and fuccelTors,

or others in amitie with us, our heirs and fuccelTors, in the faid province

and premifes, and coalls, or any of them, or in their palfadge to and
from the fame. And we doe fufthcr, for tis, out heires and lucceflbrs,

give and graunte unto the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and
aflij^nes, in cafe any rebellion^ fuddcn tumult, or mutiny, ihall happen to

arrie, either upon the faid land, v/ithin the laid jMOvince or premifes, or
anv of them, or coafts of the fame, or upon the maine lea in palling

thither or returning from thence, or in any liich expedition or lervice

as atbrefaid, it Ihali and mav be la-^vful to, jird for the laid Sir Ferdinan-

do Georges, his heires and adignes, as we'i by him and themfeK es, as

fey his and thcire deputies, captaJnes and other officers, under his cr

theirc f^ale, in that bchalfe to be authorized, ta whom we alfo for M?,i

«ur hcircs and iV.cccflors, do give and graunte full power and authorit:*

fo do and execute the fame, to ufe and execute mar^iall luwe againll

liich rebt-ll:,, traitors, muttineers, and icditiou? ia rfon^, in as ample man-
ner and forme as any captuine-gcnerall in the warres, or a? any ieftcn-

viant, cr lefcenaunts ofany counrie within this Our rcaimc of Fngland, l>v

virtue of his or tiieire office or place mav or have ben accuil:oii"'ed m tunc

of warr, rebellion, or mutinlng, to doe and pet forme. And vv'ce doe
<!or us, our heires and fuccelTors, further give and graunte ur-tc* ihc laid

Sfr Ferd'-nar.do Georges, i>4s heires and aflign'-S, and lo wVi and every

cOjViH)andtr>
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commander, governor, officer, miniller, pcrfon and pciTon?, %vl.:ch fliafi

by the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires or rfligncs, be ihcrcunto

authorifcd or appointed, leave, licence, and power to erec^, rayfe and
iuilde, from tin.e to time, in the pro\-ince, territory and coafts aforcfaide,

and evcrv or any of them, fuch and foe many forts, fortreilcc, platforms,

cafdes, cities, townes and viladges, and all fortifications whatibcvcr, and
the fame and every of them to fortifie and furniili v/ith ordinances, men,
powder, fnot, armour and all other weapons, municion, and hahilliments

of warr, both for defence and offence v.hatlbever, as to the faid Sir Fer-

dinando Georges, his heires and affiignes, and every or any of them, fhali

ieeme meet and convenient ; and likewiie to ccmitt, from tim.e to time,

the government, cuifody, and defence thereof unto fuch perfon or per-

fons, as to the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and afligne?, fliall

feem meet. y\nd to the faid cities, boroughs, and townes, to graunt
letters or charters of incorporafion, v\'ith ail the liberties and things be-

longing to the fame ; and in the faid feverall citties, boroughs, and
townes, to conilitute fuch and foe many marketts, martts, and favres,

and to graunte f^ich mete tolles, cullomes, dutties, prcviiedges and
fredcmcs to and v.'ith the fame, as to the fcid Sir Ferdinando Georges,
his heires or afhgncs, fiiall bee thought fitt. And for that plantrciona

are fubjecl: to diver? difnculties and difcomcdities, therefore wee favor-

ing the prcfent beginning of the faid plantation, and having a piovi-

dent care, tl^.atthofc who arc grieved in one tiling may be releaved in

anoiiier, do of our ipeciall grace, mere motion^ and certain knowledge,
for us, our heires and fuccefTors, give and graunte unto the faid Sir

Ferdinando Georges, his heires and alligncs, and to all other cur fub-'-

Jec^fs the dwellers or inhabitants that faali at any time hereafter be the

planters of, or in t** laid province of any of the premifTes, free Ivccnce

and liberty for the landing, brinc^ing in, unlading, or othcrwile dilpofin^

of all the w.^rcs and merchandize, proutts and corucditics of the faia

province or any of the prcmifTcs, both bj fca and by land, either bv
themielves or their fervants, {U^lors or afFgnes, in any of the ports of

us, cur heires and fueGciTors, within our kingdome of England or Ire-

Jand, paying only fuch cuflomes; fubfidies, and dutties as our naturall

horn fabjeets of this our realme of England, fhall or ought to pay, and

now other ; and to have and injoy all fuch liberties, freedoms and
priviledges, for and concerning the exporting of the fame againe, with-

out, paving any more cufcomes or duttyes, and for having a gaip of im-

poft in fuch m.anner, and in the hke beneficiail forte as any of our natu-

ral borne fubjeclis of this our realme, fhali then have and injoy : and

we doe for us, cur heires and fuccefTors, give and praunte unto the faid

Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and afiignes, fall and abfolute power
?nd authoritie, to make ere^ft and appoint, v/itb-in the ffiid province and

prcmifles, fuch and fo many ports, havens, creeks, and other places for

the lading and unlading offhips, barques, and ether veflels, and in fuch and

ibc many places, and to apoint fuch rights, jurifdi6fion3,privilcdgcsandlib-

trties unto the faid port"* and havens, and creeks, belonging, as to him or

them fliall feem meetc ; and that all and lingular fbippes, hoyes,

barques and ether velfclls to be laden and unladen in any way of

merchandize, fhall be laden and unlr.den at fuch portes, havens

or crcckes, Coe. by the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his^ heires

or ^ilTigns, to be made, erected and appointed, and not elfewhere

within'^the faid province premilTes ?xaI co?JXs, ^nd to appoint wha^
'

'
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•reasonable tollcs {hAl be paid for the fame, and the fiime tclics to rcceiyc,

'take and enjoy, to the bclioote of the faid Sir Fcrdinando Georges, his

heirs and afiignc?, to his and their own ufc, without any account tlieieofto

be made to us, our heires and fucceflors, any uie nihtter or thing to the

contrary, notwithftanding : Saving alwaycs to all our lubjects of our
kingdom ofEngland, liberty of fifaing, as well in the fca, as in die creek j

of the faid province and prcmilicsatorefaid, and drying of thcire fifii and
.dryingof their nctts afhoare of the iaide province and any the premises,
any thing to the contrary thereof notwithftanding ; whi'Ji faid liberties

and priviledges our plcafure is, that the iaide lubjects ot us cur heires and
fucce/Tors, f.iall enjoy without any noteable damage or injury to be done
to the faide Sir Fcrainando Georges, his heirs c^nd allignts, or tlie in*

habitants of the faide province or in any of the prenuiaes, or in any
of the portes, creckes, or fhores aforefaidc, but cliiefly in the woods
there growing : and v/e do further, for us, our heirs and fucccf-

ors, give and graunte unto the faide Sir Fcrdinando Georges, his

heires and alfigrc", full power and authoritie, lo dcvidc all or any
parte of the territories hereby graunted or mepcioned to be graunr-
cd as aforefaide, into provinces, counties, citties, towns, hundreds, and
pai;inies or fuch other part or portions as he or they fhallthinkcfiit; raid

in them and every or anycf ihcm to appoint and allot out fuch portions
of land for publique uies, ecclefiafticall andtemporajl, of what kindfo-
ever, and to diftribute, graunte, affigne and fett over fuch perticular por-
tians of the faid territories, countyes, lands and premiifcs, unto fucJi our
fubjeds cr the fubjc(fl-s of any other prince or ilate in amity with us, ov.r

heires or faccefFors, for fuch eftates, and in fuch manner and forms as to
tlie faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires or allignes lli;dl feeme meet
and convenient, and the faid perfon or perfcns, according to the faid ef-

tate and eftates, fo afligned and grauntjd, to have and injoy the fame, and
to make ere6t and ordain in and uppon the faid province and premiiTes,
or on and uppon any of them, or any partes cr parcel of them, foe many
feverall and diftin6l manners as to tne faid 8ir Ferdinando Georges, his
heires and alTigncs from time to tyme ftiall feemc meete, and to the fame
feverall mannors to aflign lymitts, and to appoint io much land diftinct-

iy and fev*>.ally for demefne lands of the faid manors and every ofthem
as to the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires <\j)d aiTignes, fhaii lind

may feeme neccftary and iitc ; and the faid mannors, or any of thera to
call by fjch name and names as the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, (hall

pleafc ; the faid mannors to be houlden of the faid Sir Fcrdinanclo Geor-
ges, his heires or allignes, by fuch rents and fervices as to hira or tliem
fliall feme meet : and alfo, that the faid Sir Ferdin?.ndo Georges, his
heires and allignes, fhall and may at their picafure, graunt in freehold foe
much of the faid demefne lands tenements and hereditaments belonging
nnto any of the faid manors, to any perfon or perfons their heires or nl-

fignes, tor and under fuch rents and lervices as to the faid Sir Ferdinando
Gorges, his heires and afiignes Ihall be thought fitt to be holden of the
faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heirs and aifignes, as of the faid man-
nors or any pf them refpeclively, the acfte of parliament made and ena^t-
pd in the eighteenth yeare of king Edv/ard the tirft, commonly called
i^cuj Eiuptoi-L's Tervarum, or any otiier ftatute whatk;ever, or any otJi-

cr matter or diing whatfoever to the contrary thereof in any wife not-
^vithitanding ; and that the faid Sir Feidinando Georges his heires and ai-
fignes, fliall have, hold, and keepe within the faid leveral mannors, ibe
to be made and eie»5l:cd^ f-ich ;^nd foe fnr.ny courts, as vrc!l courts leites,

as
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as courts barons, as to our Liwes and ftatutes of England fliall be agreit-

able. And we doe further for us^ our heires and fucceffors, gh^e and

graunte unto the laid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and affignes for

ever, all adnr-rall rights,' beneiits, jurifdicons, andlikewifc all priviledges

ind comodities to the laid admirall jurifdicon in any wife belonging or

appertcvningd in or upon the feas, nvers and coafts of, or belonging to

the iaid province and premilies, and every or any of them, or within

twentie leagues adjoining to the faid province or premifles, or any of

them, and in and upon all other the creeks and rivers thereof; and like-

iviie power to heart- and determine all manner of pleas for, and concern-

ing the fame : laving aiwayes to us our heires and fuccelTors, and to the

lord high admirall of England, for the tyme being of us our heires and
luccefibrs, all and all manner of jurifdicons, rights and powers, benefits

and authoritiss whatfbever, incident or belonging to the laid office of

high admirall, which it fhall and may be lawfull from tyme to tyme to

us our heires and luccefTors, or to the lord high admirall of England for

the tvme being, to have, ufe and ervCrclle within the "^aid province and
premiffes, and the feas and rivers thereof, or within twentie leagues of

the fame as aforefaid, when wee fnull thinke fitt. And we do further

for us, our heires and fucceffors, give and jriaunte unto the faid Sir Fer-

dinando Georges, his heires and ailignes, hill power and authoritle, at

any tyme or tymes hereafter, by him and themfelves, or by his and their de-

puties, to adminiifer reafonable oathes to all judges,juflices, magiftrates and

other officers whatfoever, by the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges his hejres and

affigns or theire deputies to be eleded, at the election ofthem to their fever-

all offices and places, or within convenient tyme after ; and allflbe that the

faid Sir Ferdinando Georges his heirs and afngnes^ (hall have full power

and authoritie, as well by him or themfelves, as by his or theire deputies

or other chiefc magiftrates or officers, by him or them, in thatbehaulfe, to

be appointed to give and adminifter reafonable oalhes to all or any perfon or

perfons ofwhat degree or qualitiefoever imployed or to be employed in or

about the faid province premiffes and territories aforefaidvor any of them,

or in or about the Goaftes of the fame } and likewife to all or any inliabi-

tant and others that Ihall be and remaine within tlie faid province and

premises or any of them, for the tru6 and feithfut execucon and per-

formance of there feverall chardges and places, as for the examinacon and

elearinge of the truth, and likewife for the informacon, and better di-

redJon of his and their judgments in any caufe or matter whatfoever and

eoncerning the faid Sir Ferdinando Gorges his heires or affignes, and

any member, inhabitant or peribn belonginge or repairing to the laid

province, and preniifFeSj or any. ofthem or any parte of them ; and in ali

accons, caufes, luits and debate?,^ there to be begune and pro^

iccuted as the na^iure of the caufe Ihall require. And further

of our more efpeeial grace mere motion and certain knov/ledge/

wee doe herby for us our heires and fucceilbrs, graunte unto the,

faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and affignes, that it.fhaliand

may bee lawfnll to and for the faid Sir Ferdinando' Georges, his heires

and affigne? and every of them, from time to time, to fci to lea, fuch anci^

foe many fii^ippes, pinaces, barques, bontes, and other, ve/lclls as ffiali be

thought iitt bv the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and ailignes^

prepared and furniffied vnth ordinance, artillerie, po\\der, Ihot, victu-

alis, ammunicon, or other vv'ciipons, and liabiilimen'wS of v/arre^

aj ii'iJ?l ijr/sive as 4e-ii;£ve; in wariike manner or othcrwife,,

and
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and with fuch number of men women and children, as tlie faid Sir Fcr-

dinando Georqes, his lieirs and aflignes Ihali thinlce fitt in iuch voiadgcii

into the faid ilknds and places, or any parts thereof as well for the plant-

acon and for fortificacon as otherwiie, and that thcfc prcfciito Ihall be a
Jfurticient hcence and warrant for any peifon or perfons that fhal be bv
him or them fent and employed thither to goe bcvond tiie fcas, and iii

the manner foe as the pcifons foe to be Jhipped fcnt and tranfporied as

aforefaid be not fuch as arc or for the tune being llial be proliibited bv
proclamation of us our hcires and fuccellbrs, or by :my order or orders
of the lords and other commiflioners for forcignc planUcons for the time
being. And we doe for us our heires and lucceirors, further covenant
and graunte to and with the faid Sir Fcrninando Georges, hie hcires and
aflrgncs, that only he the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges his heirs and atl

iignes, and his or theij: fac^tors, agent?, and fuch as fnal be eiViploved^,

fent, licenced or allowed by him or tnieni, and noe other perfon or per-
fons whatfoever (except before ex.ccptcd) fliali repaire or goe into tb.e

iaid Providce of Maine and preniifles aforclaid, and the places within the
limits and coafts thereof, or riny of them, to dwell inhabite and abide
there, nor have, ufe, or injoy there the liberties ule and priviledgcs of
trade and traihque unto, in, or from the laid proyincc and premiiies or
any of them, or buying, felling, bartering or exchanging for or with
any wares, goods or merchandizes there^ whatfoever, andlikewife thr.t

it mall and may be lawiul to ard for the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges,
his heires and aingnes, and for all and every other perfon and perlons
that fhal be licenced or allowed by the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, hi-.,

hcires and ailignes, from henceforth and at all times, and from time to
time, after the date ot thefe our letters pattents, according to the order;
and conftitucons of the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires and af-

fignes, not being repugnant to our proclamacons, and orders of the lords
and others our commilfioners aforefaidc, to take, convey, carrv apxI

iranfporte for and towards the plantacon of the faid province and preni-
J/Tes or any of them ; or to be ufed there or in the paHadge thether or n.-
"turniug thence ; and there to leave, abide, and inhabite all fuch, and foe
many ofour loving fubje(f^s qi any ether ftraungers that will become our
fubjecfls and live under our allegiance, as ihall v.'ill'ngHe tranfport then:.
felves, or be tranfported theither. and that fuch o^r ftibje^ls or flraung-
ers may, together with there perfons, fend, carry, or convey tlijther, as
well fliipping, armour, weapons, munition, powder, ihote, .md habille-
raents of war, as victualls, carivafs, linen, woolen cloth, tocles, imple-
ments, finniture, fwine and pullen goods, Wcires, merchandize of ail

kinds and forts whatfoever, fitt and necelTarv for the food and livelihood,
liabitacon, apparell or defence of our fubjcifts wliich ihall there inhabite
or bee, and all other wares, merchandize, goods whatfoever, not
prohibited by the lawes and ftatutes of this our kingdome, paying culr
torn, and other duttics as other qur fubje(51:s dee in iuch pafes ; and of
our further royall fa\ our we have graunted and by thefe prefcnts, for us,
pur heires and' fucceirors, wee doe grante to the faid Sir Ferdinando
Georges, his heires and alfignes, that the aforefaid province. Fivers, and
places hereby before mentioned to be granted or any of them, iliall not
be traded in or unto nor inhabited by any of the fubjecis of us, our heires
and fucceffors, without the fpcciall licence of the faid Sir Ferdinando
Georges, his heires and alTigncs : and therefor we doe herby for us, our
|ieires and fucccfTois, further chardgeand command, prohibit and forbid*

all

'
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all the fubjetftsof us our heires and fucceflbrs, of what degree qualliie

or condicon ibcvcr they be, that none of them dire^^lie or indiredlie pre-

fumc to trade or adventure, totraffique in or from, nor to mhabite or habite

in the faid rrovince of Maine, iflands, dominions, places, hereby mencon-
ed or intended to be granted, or any of them, other than the faid Sir Fer-r

dinando Georges his heires and affignes, and his and their deputies and
factors, unlefs it be with the licence and confent of the faid Sir Ferdinan-

do Georges his heires and afTignes, firll had and obteyned in that behalfe

under his or their hands andfcales, under payne of our indignacon and,

aUb offuch penalties and puniftiments as by the lawes and ordinances of
the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges his heires and ailignes to be made in

that behalfe, fhall be appointed ; and wee doe further for us our heires

and fuccefTors, graunt unto the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his heires

and aflignes, that all arid every the pcrfons being the fubjedsof usour
heires and i'ucceffors which fhall goe and inhabite within the faid pro-

rince and premifies or any of them, and all and every the pofteritie and
children defcending of En^lifh, Scottilh or IrilTi parents, which fhall hap-

en to' be borne within the lame or upon the feas, in pafling thether, or

from thence, and from henceforth ought to be and fhal be reputed and
taken to bee of the allegiance of us our heires arid fucceflbrs, and fhal

he able to plead and be impleaded fhall have power and be able to take

by a difccnt, purcliafe or otherwise, lands, tenements, or hereditaments

and fhall have andinjoy all liberties franchifes and immunities of or be-

longing to the naturall borne fubjeds of this our kingdome of England^

within this our kingdome and within all other our dc?minions, to all in-

tents and purpofcs as if they had bin abiding and borne within our king-

dome or anv other of our dominions; and wee do further fot its, our

heires and faecefibrs give f\ill power and authoritie unto the faid Sir Fer-

dinando Georges, his heires and aflignes, or any perfcn or perlons to" be

thereunto nominated by the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges his hcires and af-

lignes, to give andadmmifleroathsoffuprematyandallegiance, according

to the formes now eftablifhed within this oui^ realme ofEngland to all and
every fuch perfon and perfons as they fliall thinke fitt, that fhall at any
time or tymcs goe or pafTe into the faid province and premifTes or any of

them, or ihal be refident or abiding there. And our further will and
pleaflire is, and wee doe by thefe prefcnts, for us, cur hcjres and fuccef-

lbrs, covenant and grauntc to and wath the faide Sir Ferdniando George?
his heires and and ailignes, that if the faid Sir Ferdinando Georges, his

heires a.nd affignes fhall at any tim.e or tymes hereafter, upon any doubt

-Which he or tliey fliall conceive concerning the validity and flrcngth" of

tliis our prtfent grante be defin-ous to renew the fam^e from us our heires

or fucceiTor?, with amendm.ent of any fuch imperfecons and de-

(c&:3 as fnall ap^are fitt and neceflary to be reformed by us, our hcire?

and fucceffors, that then upon the humble peiicon of the faid Sir Fer-

dinando Georges his heires and ailignes, fuch further and better afTurancc

of all and fmgiilar the premifTes before grauntcd or mcnconcd and in-

tended to be graunted according to the true fr^ening cf thcfe our lett-lirs^

patent, fnall from time to time by us our heires and facceflbrs be made
and grauntcd unto the faid Sir Ferdinando George-, his heires and af-

fignes, as by the atturney generall of us our heires and fucceiTcrs for the

time being and the learned counfe 1 of the faid Sir Ferdinj^indo Georges,

his heires and afTignes fhall in that behalfe reafonably devlfcd or advil'ed i

and further we doe hereby for us our hcires and fuccelibrs, chardge and

ospimaad, Al and fii^guhir admiral-?, vice adT*irdil5, ge-^crAl-.s, command-
QTS,
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^Ir"?, caplaincs, jufcices of peace, maijors, flicrlfFes, bullifcs, conftiiblcs,

c?iillomers, comptrdlleres, collcdors, waiters, icarcheres, and all oth^r

the officers and niinillcrs of U'^ our IrSive'^ and lucccflbrs whatfocver, a«

well now as hereafter for the time beine, to be from time to tymc, in all

things aiding and alliiVmg unto the f;u({ Sir Ferdinando Gccrp!;cs, his

heircs and aihgne?;, and to his and there officcres, fadors and agents, and
to every or any of them upon rcqucft made, as they tender our plca-

fure and will avoide the contrary at their perilles : and v/ee do will, and
farther for us our hcires and lliccefTors doe declare and ordcyne that the
fiid province and piemiil'cs fliall be immediately fubje^t to our crown of
England, and dependent upon tlic fame forever. And furth.cr we will

and bv thele prefcnts, for us, cur heires anci fuccefTors dee grant to the-

faid Sir Ferdinando Georgc<^, his heires and ufTignes, tha^. thefe our letters

pattcnts or the inrollmcnt of them., Ihall be in all thingcs, and to all in-

tents and purpofcs, lirme, good effe6luall and lliliicient in law agninft u-:,

our hcires and fuccefFors, as well in all courts as elfewhere, within our
kingdomc afEngland, or any other our kingdomes or dominiones as in

the faid province or premises aforefaid, or any ofthem, and fhali be con-
jlrued, reputed and taken as well according to the true meaning and in-

tent, as to the words of the fame, moll: bcnignely, favorably and benefi-

cially, to and for the faid Sir {'"erdinando Georges, his heires and afTignes ;

no interpretation being made of any word or fentence, whereby God's
word, true chriiHan religion now taught, pr. fefled and maintaitied, the
fcndamentall Jawes of this our rcalme, or our allcgdunce to us, our heires

and fucceflbrs may' fuifer prejudice or dimunicons ; any omiflion, mif-
information, want of certiine cxprelfion of the contents limitts and
bounds, or the certaine lltuacon of the faid province and premiiTes afore-

faid herby ment or intended to be graunted, or in what latitude or degree
the fame are, or any law iir.tute or other caufe or matter to the contrary
I'-Otwithflanding. And although exprefs mencon be not made of the
true yearly value or ccrtaintic of the premiiTes or any of them, and not-
v/ithftanding any mifnaming, and not certaine and perticular naming of

the faid province, place?, land,', teretories, hereditaments, and premiflcs
whatfocyer, before by thefe prefents given, graunted, confirmed, mcncon-
ed and intended to be graunted and confirmed, or any parte thereof, or
the mis naming, or not naming, or notrightlie namingeof the degiees ox

Coafts wherein or wliereupon the fame or any of them do lie, or any actc
©f parliment, ftatute, ordinance, proclamacon, or feftraint heretofore
Riadc, ordeyned, or provided, or any other thingc, caufe or matter td
the contrary notwithftanding. Neverthelefs our intent and meaning i?,

that out of the premifTcs hereby graunted, or menconed to be graunted,
(here fhal be alwaies faved and referved to ail and every fuch perfoii ancf

f'crfons as have or hath any lawful graunte or graunts of lands or plan-
tacons lawfully fettled in the dcvifion and premifTes aforefaid, the free"

houiding and enjoying of his and there right, with the libcrdes thereun-
to appertaining^ hee and they rclinquifhing and laying dowa his and
theiie yuriit Rei(a/J.ij if he or they have any, to the faid Sir Ferdinando
Georges, his heircs and alTigncs, whome vi/e'e have hereby made proprie-
tor ot the province, divilion and premifTes aforefaid, and paying fomc
fmall acknowledgement lo the faid Sir Ferdinando George.:, his heirci
and afligner;, for that he or thev are now to hold their lancl^ anc.v of tli<J

fjid Sir F'.T^^iii:. .ndo Ccu.rg'--, his htircs and uil^gne^-.-
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In witncfs whereof, wee have caufed thefe onr letters to be made pot-

tents. Witncis our fclfe at Weftminlter, the third day of Apnll» in th^

/litecntli yeare of cur rrJgnc.

The foiegoing is a copy from the firft book of the records of the

court of common pleas and fcfllons for the county of York, leaf 2d. and

jfc)n\vards. Examined by Daniel Scwall, ailiftant clerk of the com- }

JuIy 3; 179;. »^'->n pleas and fefficns for York i:ountv. )

No. II.

—

Page 234.

Heed to JVhel^ri^k andoihcrs,

17' NOW a]] mci> by thefe prefents, that T, Thomas Gorges deputy
XS. ecvr. ofihe Province of Mayne, according unto the power unto mc
iirantcd from Sir Fcrdinando Gorge?, knight, proprietor of the laid

province, being hereunto efpecially moved, tor divers good realons and

confiderations, h;ne given, granted, bargained, fayled, enfeoffed and

confirmed, and by thefe prefents do give, grant, bargain, fell, enfeoff

and conhrm unto Mr. John \\"heehvright, pafter of the church of Exe-

ter, his heirs and alliens, a trad of land lying at Wells, in the county

of Sunimerfett, to be bounded as follcweth, viz. all that neck of land

5iext adjacent to t])e mardi on the north eaft of Ogunquett River, with

<^x fcore acres cf the faid marih, next adjacent to the faid neck of land,

•being bounded towards thq fea with a crick cf Ogunkigg River, alfo

two hundred and four fcore acre3 of upland, being next adjacent ca

the north wefl of the faid marfli, the faid neck being irKluded within

the faid number of 280 acres, the faid premilTes to have and to hould

Tlnto him the laid John Wheelwright, his heirs and aflignes forever,

yielding therefor, and paying unto the f^id Sir ferdinando Gorges, his

heirs and afiigns, on tlie 29th of September yearly, and forever hereaf-

l£r, the fum of five fliiUings for every hundred acres that fliall hereafter

be made ufe o^^ cither by inclofure or otherwife, for meadow or tillage,

by the faid Jolm ^\'heelwright, his heirs or ailignes. In witnefs where-

of I have hereunto fet my hand and feal at Arrnes this 17th April 164.1.

Thomas Gorges dept. govr. Gorgeana, hgned, fealed and deliveicd

in the prefence of us. Jofeph PPall, "Will. Coole.

Vera copia taken out of die origin il. Edw. Rifaworth, Record.

There was another deed in 1643, from Thomas Gorges, deputy gm--

erncr of the Province of Maine, wherein he granted to John Wheelr
.wrlght, minirterof the word of God, Henry Boade, and others, the

lands in Weils, from the northeaft fide of Ocgungig River, to the wefl

jide of Kcnebunk ; on condition that they lliould come to fettle there,

..nd pay a quit rent to Sir Ferdinando, of live Ihillings yearly for eaclj

i,.i:n4i'ed acres. This grant was tlie unVin of Wells.

No.
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No. III.

—

^Page 234.

Another Deed to lVheel-ix)right.

KNOW all men by thefe prefents, that we, Hen. Boad, and Ed.
RiHiworth do, according to power given unto us, grant and allott

wnto John Wheelwright, paftor of the church of Hampton, all that ti'avEt

of land l>ing betwixt Ogunquett River and his farme, except that

which is already allotted unto John CrofTe) which tradl of upland is

bounded on the fouth call fide, with the marfhes, and on the north weft;

lide, is to be bounded with a ftreight line from his, the faid John Wheel-
wright fence, fet up on the north weft Jide of his farme to the faid river

of Ogunquett to have and to hold tlie faid land to him and his heirs

forever. In witnefs whereof we have hereunto fett our hands, Novr,

65. 1651. Hen. Boade, Edw. Rifhworth.

This deed with thofe premilTes above written, recorded z6 March 1653.

No. IV.

—

^Page 257.

Ji'iflony Nov. dthy 1 676V

COVENANTS and agreements made and concluded by, and be-

tween the governour and council of MafTachufetts colonv in N^w
England, of the one part ; and Mugg, Indian, in behalf of Madocka-
wando, and Cheberina, fachems ofPenobicott, on the other part.

1. "V^'hereas the faid Mugg hath been Tent, and employed by the
fiid fachems upon a treaty, with the faid governour and council relat-

ing to a conclufion of peace, doth hereby covenant and engage for him-
feifand in behalf ofthe faid fachems, that from henceforth they will ceafe
all ^S.-- of hoftility, and hold an intire union and peace with ail the Eng-
lifii of the coloni-es in New England.

2. Tliat immediately upon the faid Mugg's return, the faid fachem«5
{hall deliver up unto fuch Englifhman, or men, as (hall by order of the
faid governour and council be fent with him, all fuch Englifli cap-
tives, vefTels and goods whatfoevcr, arms and great artillerv belong-
ing to the Englifh, as arc in their cuftody, or under their power, as have
been taken from them during the time of the late hoftility.

;,. That they will ufc their utmo ft endeavours with all pofTible fpeed
to procure pay, wherewith to make full i:itlsfa6tion unto the Engifh, for

peifon, or uerfons as fjfill be fcnt unto them from the laid governour
and council for the ratification hereof, vj be paid at fuch time and place
iis nia'i be then agreed upon.

4. That
Cc
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4. That upon condition of the Englifh furniihing them with powder

and ammunition for their neceflary fupplies and maintenance, they do,

covenant and promife not to trade for, or buy powder or ammunition, but.

oF fuch perfons as lliall from time to time oe deputed by the governour

for that end.

5. That if it doth appear that Walter Gendal, and the man fent witl^

himj in the velTel from Pifcataway, with goods from Mr. Fryer, for the'

redemption of captives, according to agreement, or any of them, are fur-

prized and flain by any of their Indians, or any other whom they can

bring under their power, that they fhall forthwith execute fuch murder-

er, or murderers, or otherwife deliver them up into the hands of the

Englilh.

6. That if the Amafcoggan or any other Indians in the eaftern part?,

that are in hoilility with the Englilh, fhall not fully confent unto thefe

covenants and agreements but Ihall perfill in acSts of hollility again ft the

Englilh, that then the iliid fachems Ihall and will liold all fuch Indians

to be their enemies, and to take up arms againft them, and engage them

as fuch.

LajHy, The faid Mugg, as a pledge and alTurance of his own fidelity,

and that he is impowered by the faid fachems for the end aforefaid, and

for the performance of the aforementioned agreements, doth Ireely and

willingly depofit himfelf, and his life in the hands of the Englilh, to re-

main with ihem as a hoftage, until the faid captives, goods, and veffels,

fhall be dehvered up. Signed in prefence of

t°''r ^T'^'' The ^ mark of
Ricliard Ohver,

Mugglndian.
Ilaac Admgton. ^°

This treaty was well obferved by the Penobfcott tribe*

No. V.

—

^Page 259.

The Council of War of their Majefres Colony of Ne-iv Plymouth in Ne-rc

Englandy to major Benjamin Churchy Co??miander in Chief.

WHEREAS the Kenebeck and Eaftern Indians, with the confeder-

ates, have openly made war upon their majefties fub3e<51:s, of the

Provinces of Maine, New Hampfhire, and of the MaiTachuletts colonv,

having committed many barbarous murders, fpoils and rapines, upon
their perfons and eftates. And whereas there are fome forces of ibal-

ders, Englifli and Indians, now raifed and detached out of the feverai

regiments and places within this colony of New Plymouth, to go forth

to the alFiftance of our neighbours and friends of the aforefaid provinces

and colony of the Maffachufetts, fubjeils of one and the lame crown ;

and to joyn with their forces, for the repelling and diftruction c,i tjr^e

common enemy. And whereas you, Benjamin Church, ai'e appointed

to be major and commander in chief of all the forces, Englidi and Indi-

ans, detached witliin this colony, for the fervice of their majefties as

aforefaid.

Thefe



Appendix. Aft

Tiitfe are in their majefties name, to authorize and require you to

take into your care and conduc^t, all the faid forces, Englifh and Indians,

and diligently to intend that fervice, by leading and exercifing of your
inferior officers and foldiers, commanding them to obey you as their

chief commander, and to purfue, fight, take, kill or diilroy the fcid

enemies, tlieir aiders and abetters, by all the ways and means you can, as

you fhall have opportunity. And you to obferve and obey all fuch or-

ders and inftrudions as from time to time you fhall receive from the
commiflioners of the colonies, the council of war of this colony, or the
governour and council of the MafTachufetts colony.

In teflimony whereof, the public feal of the faid colcny of New
Plymouth is hereunto affixed. Dated in Plymouth the lixth day of
September, Anno Dom. 1689. Annoquc Regni Regis et Reginos Wil-
lielmi et Marie, Anglije, Sec. Primo. Thomas Hinkley, Prefidcnt.

And now marching them all dov/n to Bofton, then received his fur-

ther orders and inflrudions, whicii are as follows.

BcJI^riy September 16th, 1689.

To all fherifFs, marfhalls, conftables, and other officers military and
civil, in their majeflies Province of Maine.

Whereas, purfuant to an agreement of the commiffioners of the united

colonies, major Benjamin Church, is commiinonated commander in

chief over that part of their majefties forces, (levyed for the prefent ex-
pedition againfl the common enemy) whofe head quarters are appointed
to be at Falmouth in CafcoBay. In their majefties names, you, and ev-

ery of you, are required to be aiding and ailifting to the faid major
Church, in his purfute of the enemy, as any emergency iliall require,

and to imprefs boats or other veiTells, carts, carrages, horfes, oxen, pro-
vifion and amunition, and men for guides, &c. as you fhall receive war-
rents from the faid chief commander, or his lieutenant fo to do. You
may not fail to do the fame fpeedily and effectually, as you v/ili anfwer
your negledt and contempt of their majefties authority and fervice, at

your uttermoft Peril. Given under my hand and fcal the day and year
above writted. Annoque Regni Regis et Reginas Williclr/i and Marian,

Primo. By Thomas Danforth, Prefident of the Province of Maine.

By tlte governor and council of the Maftachufetts colony to major
Benjamin Church,
Whereas you are appointed and commiffioned by the council of war,

of the colony of New Plymouth, Commander in chief of the forces

raifed within the faid colony againft the common Indian enemy, now
ordered into the eaftern parts, to joyn with fome of the forces of this

colony, for the profecution repelling and fubduing of the faid enemy.
It is therefore ordered thiit Capt. Simon Willard, ynd Capt. Nathaniel
Hall, with the two companies of fouldiers under their leveral command,
belonging to this colony now in or about Cafco BaTj be and are hereby
put under yOn, as tlijtir commander in chief for this prefent expedition.

And in pwrfuance of the conmiiflions feverally given to either of them,
tliey r.rc ordered to obfen-e and obey vour orders and diredions as their

c.omjiiander in chief untill funlier order from the governor and council
•f the commilTioncrs of the colonies. Dated in Boftcn, the 17th day of

Q c 1 September,
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September, Anno Dom. 1689. Annoque Regni Regis et R?ginafV
Guilielmi et Marix Angliar, &c. Primo. S. Bradflreet, gov.

Paft in cotincil, Atteft, Ifaac Addingtdn, Secretary.

By the commiflioners of the colonies of the Maflachufetts, Plymouth
and Connedicut, for managing the prefent war againil the common
enemy.

Inftru<5lions for major Benjamin Church, commander in chief of the

Plymouth forces, with others of the MafTachufetts, put under his com-
mand. In purfuance of the commiflion given you for their magefties

fervice, in the prefent expedition again ft the common Indian enemy,

their aidoTs and abettors : repofing confidence in your wifdom, prudence

and fidelity, in the truft committed to you, for the honor of God, good
of his people, and the fecurity of the intereft of Chrift in his churches,

expecting and praying, that in your dcpendance upon him, you may be

helped and afliftea^ with all that grace and wifdom which is requifite,

for carrying you on with fiiccefs in this difficult fervice. And though

much is, and muft be left to your difcretion, as providence and opportu-

nity may prefent from time to time, in places of attendance. Yet the

following inftrudions are commended unto your obfervation, and to be

attended fo far as the ftate of matters with you will admit. You are,

with all pofTible fpeed, to take care that the Plymouth forces, both Eng-
lifh and Indians, under your command be fixed and ready, and the finl

opportunity of wind and weather, to go on board fucll vefFells as are

provided to tranfport you and them to Cafco, where if it flmll pleafe

God you arrive, you are to take under your care and command, the

compyanles of Capt. Nathaniel Hall and Capt. Simon Willaid, who are

ordered to attend vour command, whom together with the Plymouth

forces, and fuch as from time to time may be added unto you : you are

to improve in fuch a way as you may fee meet, for the difcovering, pur-

fuing, fubduing, and diftroying the faid common enem.y, by all opportu-

nities you are capable of; always intending the preferving an^y of the

near towns from incurtions, and diftruction of the enemy, yet chiefly

improving vour men for finding and following the fard enemy abroaci,

and if polTible to find out and attack their head quarters and principal

rendevouz. If you find you are in a rational capacity of fo doing, the

better to enable you thereto, we have ordered two men of v%'ar (loops,

and other fmall vefTclls for tranfportatiDn, to attend you for fome eonfid-

erablc time. You are to fee that your fouldiers arms be always fixt, and

that thev be furnillied with amunition, provilions, and other necefTaries,

that fo they may be in readinefs to repel and attack the enemy. In your

purfiite you are to take ii:)ecial care to avoid danger by ambufhments, or

being drawn under any diiadvantage by the enemy in your marches
keeping out fcouts, and a forlom before your main body, and- by all pof-

lible means, endeavouring to furprlfc fome of the enemy, that fo vou^

may gain intelligence. You are to iupprefs all mutinies and difordcrs

among vour fouldiers as much as in you lies, and punifh fuch as difobe^

your officers, according to the rules of war herewith given you.

You are according to vour opportunity, or any occalion more than^

ordinary ocairing, to hofd correfpondence v/ith major Sv/aine, and to»

yeald mutual ailiftancc, when and as you are capable of it, and you may
nave reaibn to judge it will be of moit public fervice : and it will be

meet, you and lie fliould agree of fome lignaJ, whereby your Indians

may
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may be known from the enemy. You arc to incourage your fouldiers to

be induftnous, vigorous, and venturous in their iervice, to fearch out,

and diftroy the enemy, acquainting them, it is agreed by the feveral col-

onies that they (hall have the benefit uf the captives, and ;ill lawful plun-

der, and the reward of eight pounds, per head, for every fighting Indian

man (lain by them, over and above their ftaied wages, the fame being

made to appear to the commander in chief, or fuch as ihall be appointed

to take care therein.

If your commiflion officers, or any ofthem, fliouldbe flain, or other-

wife uncapable of fervice, and for fuch reafon difinift, you are to appoint

others in their room, who (hall have the like wages, and a commilTioa

fent, upon notice given
;
you to give them commiiTioris in the mean time

You are to take effetflual care, that the worfliip of God be kept up in

the army, morning and evening prayer attended, as far as maybe, and

as the emergencies of your affairs will admit, to fee tl^t the holy Sabbath

be duly fanftified. You are to take care as much as may be, to prevent

or punifli drunkennefs, fwearing, curfing, or fuch other fins as do pro-

voke the anger of God. You are to advife with your chief officers in

any matters of moment, as y»u Ihall ha.ve opportunity. You are from

time to time to give intelligence to governour and council of the MafTa-

chufetts, or commifiioners of the colonies, of your proceedings and ocr-

curence that may happen, and how it ihall pleafe the Lord to deal with

In this prefent expedition.

If you find the vefTeils are not likely to be fer\^Iceable to you. difnuf^

them as foon as you may. Capt. Sylvanus Davis is a prudent man and well

acquainted with the affairs of thoie parts, and is writt unto to advife and

inform you all he can. Such further inftru6lIons as we fhall fee reafoD

to fend unto you ; you are carefully to attend and obferve, and in the

abfence of thecommiffioners, you fhall obferve the orders and inftruc-

•tions direded unto you from the government and council of the MafTa-

•chufetts.. Givea under our hands in Boflon, Sept. i8th, 1689.

Thos. Danforth, Prefidint

Eliiha Cooke,
Samuel Mafon,
William Pitkin,

Thos. Hinkley,

John Walley.

No. VI.

—

^Page 307.

charter to. Gorges^

TO all chriflian people to whom this prefent writing ftiafl come i 1

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, knight, lord, and owner of the Province*

of Mayne in New England In America, doe fend greeting in our Lord

•God everlafling ':—Know yee, that whereas by my commiifion and or-

dinances, bearing da*e in September laft paft, I have made and eftabliih-

^ed a counceil in my faid province for the due execution of juftice there,

.according to the power unto me given bv his majefl-ies letters pattents,

bearing date the third day of Apnli, in this prefent fifteenth ycarc of his

feighncfs raigne. Now for tliat I am not certaine whether ray faid com-

C c J miiBoo
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miflion and ordinances be fafely arrived M'itbin my faid province, \i here-
by jullice may be duly executed according to the tenor thereof, I lia^ e
thought lit to reef!::ibliili a councell therein for the execution of juftice

according to the ordinances hereunto fubfciibed, and according to the
power unto me g;iven by the laid letters pattents, a true coppie whereof
is hereunto annexed : by virtue of which power, I hereby nominate and
appointe my truftie and weilbeloved cofen Thomas Gorges, Efq. Rich-
«ird Vines, Efq. my iervant and ftev/ard general, Henry Jofelin, Efq.
Francis Champernoone, Efq. niy loving nephew, Richa'^d Bonithon,
William Hock and Edward Godfrey, Efqs. to be my councellors for the
due execution of jullice in fuch manner and form as by my fubfcribed or^

dinances is directed, and as by the faid letters pattents I am enabled, and I

doe allbe give them power to adminifter oathes to any perfon or perfons
within my faid proAince for their better direccon and clearing of the
truth in anie caufe or matter which fhall depend before them, and to doe
and performe all other things unto the execution of juftice in fuch man-
ner and forme as by my fliid fubfcribed ordinances is ordained, and the

faid royall charter I am enabled or authorifed ; and doe allbe give my
faid kmfman Thomas Gorges, Efq. and my faid fteward, general, or

either of them, full power and authoritie to adminifter the oath of alle-

giance, according to the form now ufed in this his highnefs' realme of
England, and the oath in the laid fubfcribed ordinances inferted unto the

reft of the faid councellors, and after the adminiftration thereof unto
them, as aforefaid, I do will and authorize them or any two of them to

adminifter the faid oathes to the faid Thomas Gorges and Richard Vines,

and fo to prcr^ed unto the execution ofjuftice according unto the power
unto them given in the laid fubfcribed ordinances, as by the faid letters

pattents, I am appointed or enabled. And forafmuch as there have bin

fundry complaints unto me exhibited, of the piracyes, fpoiles and other

dangerous attempts that have bin made upon the mhabitants of my faid

province by the natives and other piraticall perfons, contrary to the law
of nr..tions, and to the diftieaitening of other good fubjecls to plant there-

in ; for prevention whereof, I do, by virtue of the power unto me given

by the faid letters pattents, authorize my faid councell or any five or more
of them, whereof the faid Thomas Gorges or Richard Vmes, Efqs. to

be one, by commillion under the publique feale of my faid province, di- .

Tefted to the provqft marfnali or fuch other perfon or perfons as they
fiidl tliinke meete, to leavy and take fuch forces as the faid pro-

vince will aftbrd, and therewith to make head by land or fea againll

fuch pivatts, and them to purfue by all good wayes and means out of

the flid province, and if it fnall foe pleafe God to apprehend, kill or

take them, and being apprehended eiiber acccrding to martiall law to

pruccedc aga^ jft them, or othenyife to difpofi of them as by HiV laid

councell or the greater part of them fhal be thcugi't meete at their next
felTions or aiTemibly to be held for publique detetmination of caufes vvith-

in the fi-.id province, according to the faid fubicribed ordinances, wliSH
ordinances doe follow in thcfc words

:

Ordinances made and eib.hli'hed and ordained by me Sir Ferdin'arido

Gorges, knight, lord, and propne-.or of the Province of Mayne in Ncv/
England in America, and'to be put in execucon by the perlcns bfr'c-af-

ter mcnconcd.
FhjL Having dcfired nothing more than the happinefs and prcfpcrity

of my f..id [uovmcCj ^nd that the itilicibitams thereof may be peaceably

and
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and profperoiifly governed, I have thought fit, according unto the pow-
er unto me gi\ en by his majeifty's faid letters pattents bearing date as

aforcfaid, to nominate and appoint my triifty and well beloved cofen

Thomas Gorges, Efq. Richard Vine:, Efq. m.y fervant and ilev/ard gen-

eral), Henry Jolelin, Efq. Francis Champoi noon, Efq. my loving nephew,
Richard Bonivhin, \A'iiliam Hooke, and Edward Godfiey, Efqs. and
fuch others as 1 Ihall hereafter appoint, to be of my laid councell

duringe my will and pleafure only : and I doe hereby give my
faid cofcn Thomas Gorges, Efquire, and my faid fteward gen-

erall Richard Vines, Efq. or either of them power and authc^rity to

Ciill together fo many of my faid councell as dial be fufficient

to determine and order any fuite or matter depending before them or

which fhall hereafter aepend before them (according to thele

my ordinances) and that there may be a certaine placQ and time

for determininge of fuitesand caafes, I have thought iitt to afiigne

the place to be as neare as may be unto the midtl: of that partt of the

faid province which is moil inhabited, and that your meetings be upon
a day certaine once a month to be appointed by my laid councellcrs or

any three .of them, whereof the faid Thomas Gorges or Richard Vines to

be one ; and at thofe meetings I doe give my faid councell, or any three

of them., whereof the fiid Thonias Gorges or Richard Vines -co be one»

power and authoritie, and do ordaine, that they fliall examjne, deter-

mine and puniili all blafphemyes, mutinies, murders, felonycs, burgla-

ryes, manflaughtcrs, robberycs, pettilarcenyes, rapes and raviihments,

fwearing, drunkennefs, adultereyes, fornication, inceft, riots, routs, un-

lawful affemblves, fpreaders of falfe ncwes, opprefiions, exaccons, ex,,

torcons, foreftallinge, regrateinge, and all other undue raifinge the

prices of the commodities whatfoever, and alfoe all forgeryes, perjuryes,

and all odier offences don or committed within the faid province, con-
trary to the peace of our loveraigne lord the king, his royall crowne and
dignitie ; and that my faide councell or any three of them, as afore-

faid, whereof the faid Thomas Gorges or Richard Vines, to be one,

iliall and may iniii6l fach paines and pupjfliments, upon any pcrfon or
perfons duly convicfted or found guilty before them, for commitcing anie

of the offences aforefaid, as bv his rnajeftyes laws or flatutes now in force

in this his highnelV realme ofEngland are n^ade and provided for fuch of-

fenders in ac large and ample manner as by the faid letters pattents I

am enabled and no other-wife. And I doe further ordeyne that ray faid

councell or anie three of them whereof the faid Thomas Gorges or
Richard Vines, to be one, fhall heare, determine and order all com-
plaints to them exhibibitcd within tl\e faid province for controverfies

arihng between party and party, touching brr2ach of covenants, debts,

det nucp, aiTumptfits, bon^is, bills, Icgacyes and all other caufes and ac-

tions whatfoever tliat doth or may conceri?^: any perfon or perfons in

their goods chattels or frech.olds, within the faid province, and to make
fuch orders upon hearing thereof for the relief of tlie complainant as the

juilncis of the caufe ihall require, and as to the lawcs and ftatutes of
this his highnefs' realme of England are agreeable, anrl to award facli

cofts and damages to the piantiffe or defendant upon hearinge thereof

as they (liall think e mcete. But I doe limitt and reftraine the power be-
fore menconed for punifhinge the offences before exprefled and hear^
inge and deterniininge diilcrenccs arifmg bctvveene party and party

/"rem extending to the punilhinge, orderinge, or rdbitraling any caufe of
C c 4 offejipp
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offence which fhall depend before my faid councell (faving fuch offences

and caufes as they fhall punifh and order according to the power unto

me given by the faid letters pattents, not exceeding or varyinge any
thing: from the fame according to the intent and true meaning thereof

.

And I do farther ordavne that my iaid councell or any three of them
as aforefaid, whereof the faid Thomas Gorges or Richard Vines, Efqs.

to be one, (hall punifh all perfons that contemptuoufly refafe to give obe-

dience unto fuch orders as my faid councell fhall make at their fittings or

feffions, and to impofe fynes, and committ the parties foe contemninge

them, to prifon, until they give obedience thereunto ; and that there may
be an orderly courfe held, for fummoninge of appearance to any that

fhall be called to anfwer before my fiid councell, I have alfigned this

fhorte forme of procefs to be there ufed :

To A. m. of D. in the faid province, greeting, Thefe are to will and

command you to come and appeare before us the councell eftablilhed for

the Province of Mayne upon the firft day of, &c. to anfwere to the com-
plaint of E. Given under the feale of the fecretary of our faid councell

tlie day of, &c.
But in cafe offellony or any capitall offence, the warrant is to be di-

reded to the provofl marfhall or conflable of the peace, and to be after

this forme"

:

Thefe are to command you, prefently upon receipt hereof, to take

"with you a fufHcient guard, and to ufe your bell meanes for appre-

hending of A. B. and him to bringe before us to anfwer unto fuch

matters offellony as fhall be objeded againfl him. Hereof fail not, &c.

Given under the feale, &c.
And I doe further ordeyne that you appointe fome able fufficient

clarke, to regifter all your proceedings, and record all your orders of

courte } and to afligne fuch other ofHcers as fhall be fitt, to attend your

courte : and I doe alfoe ordeyne that ifany perfon or perfons fhall con-

temne any of your orders, made according to the power unto me given

by the faid letters pattents, that you then alligne your provofl martiall, to

goe with a fufficient guard for apprehencon of fuch delinquents, and him

or them to deteyne in fafe prifon, till you further determine of them

;

but in cafe refiflance be made, then the provofl martiall is to proceede to

the killinge of fuch refillers as in like cafe of rebellion, you giving him
warrant for foe doinge, which warrant is to be after this manner :

To the provofl martiall, &c. Forafmuch as fufficient proofe hath been

made before us of the mutinous demeanors of £. D. contrary to the hon-.

our of juflice, and to the breach of feverall orders in that behalf pro-

vided, Thefe are therefore Uriclly to charge and command you, to take

with you a flronge guard well armed, and that you omit not to apprehend

the faid E. D. and him to bringe before us or fome of us to be dealt with-

all accordinge to the nature of his cryme : and in cafe refiflance, be

made, or that he fortify his houfe againil you, that you then omit not by

fire or otherv/ife to proceed againfl him, as againfl a dangerous rebell.

But before this be granted^ the court is to precede unto a diligent

hearing of the complainte and to be well affured of theproofes made of

the matters he flands accufed of, which done, fcntence is to be given

fpecyfieing the proofes whereupon the order is grounded ; and for thft

execution of fuch orders, and keeping of prifoners, you are to make ^

provofl martiall, who is to have a houfe built for that purpofe at the com-

mon charge, for that it is foi^the pubUque good. An<i I doe further or>»

deya?
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dfynr thit niy Ciid counr'i'llors before they proccHe to the orcl'!nnge or

punilhifige auY ot the olienccs or cauibs bcl-ore exprcfTed, ihali t;il.c ihc

oath ot allec^ianoc according to the forme now uf'jd m this hi-^ highefs'

realnie oi" England lor tl\eir loyahie to his niajellic, and alfo the oath

hereaftci expi\^fll'd for the due execution of juilice witliout rcfpec^t of
perfons, uhicJi oath doth follow in thefe words :

I doe fv/t'^re to hi', a iiithful fcrvant and coi:nccl!or rjito Sir Ferdin2.n-

do Gorges, knij^ht, my lord ol the Province of Maine, and to his heirs

aiid ailignes, to doc and perform all dutiful refpccFts to hiinor them be-

longinge, concealing their councclls, and without re^pe(5t of pcrfons to

cive my opinion in a.!! cafes according to my confcicnce and bell under-
itandinge, both as I am a judge for hearinge of caufes, and otlierwife

freely to give my opinion as I am acouncellorfor matters of the flbte, or
commonwealth ; and that I will not conceale from him and his faid

counccll any matter of confpiracv or mutinous piactife againll mv faid

lord, his heires or alTignes, but will inftantly after my knov/!edge there-

of difcover the fame unto him and his faid councell, and feeke to pre-

vent it, and by all means profecutc the authors thereof v/i:h all fcvcrity,

according to jull:ice : and thereupon 1 kifle the h oke.

And that all fuites or catifes that (hall depend before my fsid coun-
cell may proceed in an orderly manner without confufion or uncertain-

ty, I do hereby nominate and appoint my faid kinfman Thomas Gorges,
Efq. to be fecretary of my faid councell, and have delivered him a feaie

for fealing of all procefi'es or warrants which fliall ifTue from my faid

councell ; and doe ordayne that all proceffes or warrants which fiiall i'-

fue there without being duly fealed with the faid ieale, after the publifb-

inge of thefe my ordinances, fhall be utterly void and fruf!:nite, and fuch
perfons as refufe to give obedience thereunto, net to be punilhed For their

foe doinge. In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto put my hand'c.nd feale,

the tenth day of March, in the fiftenth yeare of the raigne of our nioft

gracious foveraigne lord, king Charles, annoque Domini, 1639.*

When Charles had attempted to recall the charters made by his father,

and taken, as he conceived, the whole of New Eng'and into his own
hands, Georges ifTued another commiHion and another ordinance to the

fame perlons to execute the government of his province. That com-
miiuon was as follows,

T^O all chriitian people to whome this prefent writinge fnall come, I

Sir Ferdinando Georges, lord proprietor and owner of the Province
of Maine in New England m America, do fend greeting in our L(ird God
everlafling. Know yce, that wdiercas it hath pleafed the king's moit
excellent mhjeftie to take into his owne a<!T:uall and reall poflciTion, all

the erretories and tracls of land, now called New England in America ;

and hath, out of his royall favour, by )iis royall charter under th.e great
fcale of England, bearing date the third day of April, in this prefent
fifteenth yeare of his highnefs' raigne, graunlcd and confirmed unto nia
tliC laid Sn Ferdinando Georges, all that part and poicion of land lying
ATid being in New England atorefaid, which by tlie meetrs and bounds
thtrreof, extpr«deth itfelf from the rntrarice of Pafcataway Harbour unto
^hp river of Sagadebadocke, and foe up into the maine land one hundred
3iid twentie milks, and hath declared his royall plcafure that the faici

portion
2'crk Rc:crdff
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portion of maine land aforefaid fhal be henceforth called and named the

Province of Maine, with all the fcyles, rivers and brookes thereof, and

Jiath alfo, bv his fald royall charter, given me power and authoritie to

make and eilabllih ordinances for the better government and wellfare of

the inhabitants of the faid province, arid publique peace thereof, with

divers other royalties, priviledges and imunities, as by the faid royall

charter, a true copy whereof is hereunto annexed, wherunto relation

being had more at large, it doth and may appeare ; by vertue whereof,

j have upon deliberate conlideration, made and eilabliflied the ordinaun-

ces unto this commifnon lubfcribed, for the better gcvernment of my faid

province, and u.ntil my farther pleaihre {Irall be fignined for the revoca-

tion and making voidc thereof, or untill I [hall aiTcinble the freeholders

cf my faid province for enading fuch lawes and ftatuts as may agree with

the welfare of the publique Hate of the faid province : v/herefore, of the

fneciaii good opinion which I have conceiyed of my trully and wellbe-

loved Sir Thomas joiTchn knight, Richard Vines, EIc]. my fteward gen-

eral, Francis Chapernoon, Efq. my loving nephew^, Henry Joilelin, and

Richard Bonithton, Efquires, William Hooke and Edy/ard Godfree gen-

tlemen, I doe hereby conftitute, ordaine and appoint them, the faid

Thomas Joffehn knight, Richard Vines, Francis Champernoone, Henry

Joilelin and Richard Bonithton, Efquires, V/illiam Hooke and Edward

GodlVee, gentlemen, to be my councellors for tlie due execution of juf-

tice in fuch manner and forme as by my ordinances hereunto fubfcribcd

is directed, and as by the faid annexed royall charter I am inablcd, and

doe alfoe give them pov/er and authoritie to adminiiler oaths to any per-

ibn or perfons within my faid province for there better direccon and

clearing of the truth in any caufe or matter that fiiall depend before them,

and to, doe and performe all otlier things unto the execution of juftice

belongin 5; in luch manner and form as by my faid fubfcribed ordinances

is ordeyned, and the faid royall charter 1 am authorifed, and I do alfoe

crive full pov»;er and authoritie unto the faid Richard Vines, Efq. my fvid

fteward gencra-1, to adminiiler the oaths of allegiance according to the

form ufed in this his maj cities realme of England, and the oath in the

faid ordinances expreilcd unto the reft of my iaid councellors, and after

the adminiilration thereof unto them as aforefaid, I doe will and author-

"szc them or a'ly two of tliem to adminiiler the faid oaths unto the faid

Richard Vines, and foe to proceed to the execution of juftice according

to the power unto them given in my faid ordinances, as by the faid an-

nexed copy of royall charter I am appoifitod. And for fo much as tliere

hath been feveral complaints, to me exhibited, agamft the piracies,

ipoyles, and other dangerous attempts that have bin made upon the in-

habitants of my faid prcvince by the natives and other piraticall perfons,

contrary to the law of nations, and to the dilheaitening of other good

iubjecls to be planters therein, for prevention whereof I do by the A'ertue

of the pov\er to me given by his majeftics laid royali charter, give full

power and authoritie unto my faid coimcellors, or any five of them,

\vhereof the faid Sir Thomas JofTelin, or RicJiard Vines, Ef:iuires, to be

one by there commiiTion under there hands and feales, direcfled to the

Other perfons, and to ufe all j;he means the)- can, for the vanquiihing of

dxcrn, or driving them out of die faid province, and il' it fuali foe pleafe

God,
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God, to apprehend, kill or take them, and being taken, to proceed a*

gainft them according to marfliull law, or othervviie to determine oi them

as bv the laid counceil (hal be thought con^enient, or the major voyce

of them fhall adjudge at there next aflcmbly or leflions, to be held after

apprehention of liich pirates or other pcrfons. All which leflions or

other aflemblies are by them to be held at fuch convenient tymes as they

or the greater parte of them, whereof the faid Sir Thomas Joflfelin, or

Richard Vines, Elquires, to be one, fliall thinke fitt for the due execu-

tion of the faid ordinances, which ordinances doe follow in thcle words.

Ordinances made, efrablifhed and ordeyncd, by me Sir Ferdinando

Georges, kniglit, lord proprietor and ov/ner of the Pronnce of Maine

in New England in America, which ordinances arc to be put in execu-

tion by ray truAy and well beloved Sir Thomas JcilTelin, knight, Rich-

ard Vines, Efq. m.y fervant and iteward generall, my loving nephew
Francis Champernoone, Efq. Henry Joifelin, and Richard Bonithton,

Efquires, William Hook, and Edward Godfree, gentlemen, and fuch

others as fhal be by me appointed hereafter, to be of _my counfell in my
faid province. For foe much as I have delired nothing more than the

happinefs of thofe plantacons ofNew England in generall, and of the

peaceable government of my faid province, the fame being wholly ap-

propriated to me my heires and afligaes with full power' and autlwitie

to difpofe of m.atters both for government and teretore as may beil forte

with the happinefs of the inhabitants thereof; by vertue whereof I have

thought fit to nominate and appointe you my trufty and well beloved.

Sir Thomas Joflelin, knight, and the lefc of' the perfons above named,

to be my councellors for the due exeaition of my ordinances according

to the power to me given bv the faid royal! charter, during my will and

pleafure only ; and I doe therefore give full power and authoritie unto

the faid Sir Thomas Joflelin, ^.id my faid lleward general or cither of

them, to call together foe many of the f^id counfell as fhal be fuiiicient

to determine and order fach fuites and caufes as fhal be commenced or

depend before them : and that there may be a place appointed for the

hearing and determining of caufes, I have thought to alTigne the fame

to be as nere as maybe, in the midft of that part of the province v/hich

is raoft inhabited, and that theie be a houfe builte for that purpofe at m^y

own charge, if it cannot otlisrwife be fetled. And I doe ordeyne, that

X'our meeting be upon a day certaine, to be appointed by the iidd cun-
fell, or any three of them, whereof the laid Sir Thcnias Joilelm or

Richard Vines, Elquires, to be one, and I do give my faid counccilors,

or any three of them, whereof the faid Sir Thomas Joflehn, or Rjcha'd

Vines, Efquires, to be one, full power and authoritie, and doe ordeyne

and declare, that at their faid m.eeting they ihall examine, heare and de-

termine all muttines, felloneyes, murders, rapes, manflaughter, burglaryes,

petty larcenyes, forgeries, adultryes, inceils, fornicacones, fpreaderes

of fa'fe newes, drunkenes, fwearing, alTraycs, ryottes, routes and unlaw-

ful alfemblies. And doe ordeyne that my laid counfell ors, or any three

of them, Vv'hereof the faid Sir Thomas JolTclin or Richard Vines, Efqs.

to be one, Hiall infli^l: fuch payncs and punifliments upon any peribn or

perfons duly conviv51ed or found guiltie before them, for commiting of

the offences aforefaide, as by his majeflies lawes and ftatutes here in his

majeliies rcalme of Er.g)an<i, are ir.>adc and 0)xleyned for punifliment of

the like offences, in as large and anjple manner as I am enabled by the

faid roytil charter to doe and pcifoinie the fame. And I doc further or.

dcyne,
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deyne, that mvfiid coanfcllors) or any three of them, whereof the fald

Sir Thomas Joflelin or Richard Vines, Efqs. to be one, fhall heare, deter-

mine and order, aJl complaintes to them exhibited within my fald prov-

ince, for controverlies arifing between partie and partye, touching breach

of cox'enantes, debts, detinues, bondes, bills, legacies and all other mat-
ters that may concerne any perfon or perfones, in there goods, chattclls',

or frehold, and to make fuch orders therein for the relief ot the com-
playnant upon hearinge thereof as the juftice and equitie of the matter

or caufe (liall deferve, and as to his majefties lawes d.nd ftatutes, in this

his highnefs' realme of England are aj^reable, and alfo to award fuch

cofts or damages '.o the plantiffe or defendant as they fhall thinke fitt

upon hearing thcrcf in fuch manner and forme as by the faid roval

chartter I am inabled and authorized. And I doe further ordeyne, that

my faid counfell, or any three of them, whereof the faid Sir Thomas
JoifTelin, or Richard Vines, to be one, fhall have power and authoritie to

punidi any perfon or perfons that fliall breake, or not give obedience un-

to fuch orderes as they fhall make at there faid fefliones, or meetinges,

and fhall impofe fines upon the perfones foe breaking them, and comitt

them, to prifon till they fnall yeeld obedience thereunto. And that there

may be an orderly courfe held for fumoninge of appearance to thofe

that fhal be called to anfwer before my faid councellors, I have afligned

this fhort forme of procefs to be there ufed, viz. To our welbeloved

A. B. greeting, thefe are to will and command vou to come and appcare

before us, the counfell eitablifhed in the Province of Maine, upon the

day of to anfwer to the complaintes of Given under our hands

and feales.

And in cr^fe of any fellonie or capitall crime, the warrant is to be di-

re<5ted to tlie provofl m.artiall or the con^able of the peace, and to be

after this forme. Thefe are to will and comand you prefently upon re-

cite hereof to take with vou a fafFicicnt guard, and to ufe your bell means
for the apprchencion ofA. B. and him to bring before me to anfwer unto

fuch m.a'.ters of fellony, as fhal be objed:ed againft him ; hereof fail not.

And the delinquent foe apprehended, is by the conflable to be kept

either in irons or fome ftronge houfe, or to fett a guarde upon him untili

he flia'l give fufficient fecuritie for his appearance at the next generall

leffions to be by the faid counfell held for the faid province, or fhal be

Gthcrwife difpofed by the faid counfell, or any two of them, whereof

the faid Sir T homas JofTelin or Richard Vines, Efq. to be one. And I

doe further ordeyne, that you fliall appoint fome fufhcient clarke to

Tcgifter all your proceedings, and recorde all your orders of court, and

to alli,gn fuch other officers to attend your faid courte as fhall be fit.

And I do further ordeyne, that if any perfone or perfones fhall conteme

or refufe to give obedience unto fjch order or orders, which you fliali

make at any of your faid meetinges or fefliones, and being duly convict-

ed thereof, that then you afligne your provofl martialT to goe with a

futhcient guarde and to apprehend fuch a delinquent, ai'.d him to kepe

in fafe prifon till his caufe be further ordered ; and in cafe refinance be

made, that then the provoil martiall proceed to kill, or othenvife appre-

hend and take fuch refiflers as in cafe of rd>eilion or mutiny, you giving

him warrant under your handes and feales for fje dcinfc, which warrant

is to goe after this foime. Forafmuch as firfHcient procfe hath bin made
bef^ie us, of the con ?niptuous and mutinous candge ct ' Thefe

are therefore ftraightlie to chirdgc and comand you, that you take with

you
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you a f^rong and fafc guarde well armed, and that you omitt not to ap-

prehend the faid and him to brin^ before us, or fome ot us, to be

further dc;dtc withall, according to the nature of his crime. But in caU
theire Hial be rcfiftancc made or that he fliall fortifie his houfe againfl

you, that then you omitt not by fici or otherwife, to proceed in the exe-

cution of this our warrant as againil: a pubHque enemie, or dangerous

rcbell. Given under our hands and feales.

But before this is to be grauntcd, I doe ordeyne that the court fiinll

proceed to a diligent hearing of the complaints, and to be well afTured

of the truth of thofe complaints he Hands accufed of : which done, fen-

tence is to be given and recorded, fpccifying the proofes whereupon the

order is graunted. And I doe further ordeyne, that for the execution

of fuch orders and keeping all manner of priibners, you make a provoll

martiall, who is to have a iitt houfe builte lor that purpofe at the common
charge for that it is for the publique good. And I doe further ordeyne
and declare, that my faid counfellors and every of them fhall before

they intermeddle with the hearing, ordering or punifhing any of the

matteres or offences before rehearfed, take the oath of allegiance ac-

cording to the forme now ufed in this his highnefs' rcalnie of England,
and iliall alfoe take the oath hereunto fubfjribed, for the due execution

of juftice without refpe(5l of perfoncs, and that they prefume not to in-

termedle therein till they have taken the faid oaths, and that to be done
at the (irA publique feffiones, which the fit for the execution of thefe my
ordinances, which oath for the execution ofjufticefolloweth in thefe words.

I doe fweare and proteft before God Almightie and by the holy con-

tcntes of this booke to be a faithfull farvent and counfellor unto Sir Fer-

dinando Gorges, knight, my lord of the Province of Maine, and to his

heires and aflignes, to do and performe to the utmoil of my power all

dutifuU refpecls, to him or them belonging, concealing their councells,

and without refpe6l of perfons to do, perfcrme, and give my opinion in

all caufes according to my confcience and beft underflanding, boih as

I am a counfellor for hearing of caufes, and otherwife freelv to give him
or them my opinion, as I am a councellor for maters of ftate or com-
monwealth ; and that I will not conceale from him or them, and their

councell any matter ofconfpiracie or mutinous praclice, againft my faid

lord, his heires and aflignes, but will inftantly after my knowledge there-

of difcover the fame unto him and his faid counfell, and by all means
feeke to prevent the fame, and profecute the authors thereof with a':}

dilligence and feveritie according to juftice, and thereuppon do humbly
kiffe the booke.

And laftlv, I doe ordeyne that comiflion and ordinances be publiquely

read at the firft affemblie, and fittingc ofmy faide councell, wliereby the

inhabitants ofmy laid province mav know how thev are to be governed.

In v.'itnefs whereof! have unto this niv faid commifFion and ordinances

putt my hand and fjale, this iecond dciy of September, in the fcftucnth

yeare of theraigne of our mofl; gracious fovereigne lord, king Charles,

anno Domini, 1639.*

* rork Records,

F I N I S.
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